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Ms. Acheson

MUSIC CLASS:
K-4
CURRICULUM, EXPECTATIONS, EVENTS



Introduction

CRAVIXTHA ACHESON HAS A MASTER'S DEGREE IN
 MUSIC EDUCATION

FROM THE BOSTON CONSERVATORY. SHE HAS BEEN
 TEACHING MUSIC

IN THE LAKE WASHINGTON SCHOOL DISTRICT FOR
 6 YEARS. THIS

IS HER 5TH YEAR AT MARK TWAIN ELEMENTARY A
S AN ITINERANT

TEACHER. SHE ALSO TEACHES THE REDMOND REGI
ON ELEMENTARY

BAND AND TEACHES MUSIC TO GRADES 2-4 AT NO
RMAN ROCKWELL

ELEMENTARY.
 



Classes

MS. ACHESON TEACHES

K-4 MUSIC AT TWAIN

MS. FRAKES AND MRS. LEMIEUX

MS. NEILS AND MS. ZIMBELMAN

MS. ALBERTSON AND MS. CHAPPLE

MS. NEAL

1:

2:

3:

4:

K: MRS. LOMBARDO AND MS. WILCOX



Music Elements

RHYTHM 1.

PITCH2.

DYNAMICS3.

TEMPO

FORM

4.
 

5.



Rhythm

1.

STEADY BEAT, ONE SOUND VS. 2-SOUND PATTERNS. 
PLAYING BODY PERCUSSION AND HAND

PERCUSSION SUCH AS EGG SHAKERS, SLEIGH BELLS,
 HAND DRUMS, RHYTHM STICKS.

2.

QUARTER NOTES, EIGHTH NOTES, QUARTER RESTS, H
ALF NOTES. PLAYING BODY PERCUSSION

AND HAND PERCUSSION SUCH AS EGG SHAKERS, SLEI
GH BELLS, HAND DRUMS, RHYTHM STICKS.

3.

INTRODUCE HALF RESTS, WHOLE NOTES AND RESTS, 
SIXTEENTH NOTES. INTRODUCE PLAYING

IN A DRUM CIRCLE.

4.

INTRODUCE DOTTED NOTES, SINGLE EIGHTH NOTES, 
TRIPLE AND DUPLE METER. CONTINUE

DRUM CIRCLES, ADD AUXILLIARY PERCUSSION.

K.

INTRODUCE TIME SIGNATURES, READING SYNCOPATED
 RHYTHMS. CONTINUE DRUM CIRCLES WITH

AUXILLIARY PERCUSSION.



Pitch

1.

MATCHING PITCH WHEN SINGING, LEARN SO AND MI 
FROM A SCALE.

2.

CONTINUE MATCHING PITCH WHEN SINGING, ADD LA 
TO THE SCALE, READ HIGH AND LOW ON A

SIMPLIFIED STAFF. INTRODUCE READING PITCHES W
ITH BOOMWHACKERS.

3.

INTRODUCE DO AND RE IN THE SCALE, READ PITCHE
S WITH AN INTERMEDIATE STAFF,

INTRODUCE BARRED INSTRUMENTS.

4.

INTRODUCE FA, TI, AND HIGH DO IN THE SCALE, R
EAD PITCHES ON A FULL STAFF,

INTRODUCE CLEFS. CONTINUE WITH BARRED INSTRUM
ENTS.

K.

CONTINUE USING AND EXTENDING THE SCALE, READ 
PITCHES WITH RHYTHM ON A TREBLE

STAFF. CONTINUE WITH BARRED INSTRUMENTS, (HOP
EFULLY) INTRODUCE RECORDER.



Dynamics

1.

LEARN TO IDENTIFY AND PRODUCE SOFT AND LOUD S
OUNDS.

2.

LEARN MUSICAL TERMS FOR SOFT, LOUD, AND MEDIU
M SOUNDS.

3.

4.

K.

INTRODUCE AND USE MUSICAL TERMS FOR "EXTRA" L
OUD AND SOFT.

INTRODUCE AND USE MUSICAL TERMS FOR "IN-BETWE
EN" DYNAMICS.

IMPROVE APPLICATION OF TEMPO TO PITCH AND RHY
THM ACTIVITIES.



Tempo

1.

IDENTIFY AND PRODUCE FAST AND SLOW STEADY BEA
T.

2.

LEARN MUSICAL TERMS FOR FAST, SLOW, AND MEDIU
M STEADY BEAT.

3.

INTRODUCE AND USE MUSICAL TERMS FOR "EXTRA" F
AST AND SLOW.

4.

INTRODUCE AND USE MUSICAL TERMS FOR "IN-BETWE
EN" TEMPI.

K.

IMPROVE APPLICATION OF TEMPO TO PITCH AND RHY
THM ACTIVITIES.



Form

1.

IDENTIFY SAME/DIFFERENT PATTERNS WITHIN A SON
G.

2.

LEARN TO IDENTIFY VERSE-CHORUS FORM, AB AND A
BA FORM, SING IN A ROUND.

3.

INTRODUCE MUSICAL PHRASES, CALL AND RESPONSE,
 QUESTION AND ANSWER PHRASES.

4.

INTRODUCE VERSE-CHORUS-BRIDGE FORM AND RONDO 
FORM.

K.

INTRODUCE THEME AND VARIATIONS, OPERA, SYMPHO
NY.



Other Skills

*

AUDIENCE SKILLS

*

IDENTIFY APPEARANCE AND SOUND OF DIFFERENT MU
SICAL INSTRUMENTS

*

CAREERS IN MUSIC

*

COMPOSING

*

SCIENCE OF MUSIC AND SOUND.



Class Expectations

1. 2. 3.

EACH CLASS CAN EARN UP TO 4 POINTS FOR ONE MU
SIC CLASS.

4.
BE SAFE:

CALM BODY, PERSONAL
SPACE, HANDS TO SELF

WHOLE BODY
LISTENING, SOCIALLY

AWARE

BE RESPECTFUL: BE RESPONSIBLE:

FOLLOW DIRECTIONS,
OWN UP TO CHOICES
AND ACTIONS, TRY

YOUR BEST

HELP AND ENCOURAGE
OTHERS, USE KIND
WORDS AND ACTIONS

BE KIND:



Events

CONCERTS: EACH GRADE WILL PERFORM IN ONE L
IVE OR VIDEO RECORDED CONCERT

DURING THE YEAR.

TALENT WEEK: APRIL 10-14. STUDENTS CAN DE
MONSTRATE A TALENT (MUSICAL OR

NON-MUSICAL) DURING THEIR MUSIC CLASS TIME
 OR SUBMIT A VIDEO TO SHOW.

BAND/ORCHESTRA: 4TH AND 5TH GRADE STUDENTS
 MAY REGISTER FOR BAND OR

ORCHESTRA UNTIL THE END OF SEPTEMBER (TAKE
S PLACE OFF SITE).

SHARING CULTURES AND TRADITIONS: STUDENTS 
WILL HAVE OPPORTUNITIES TO

SHARE THEIR CULTURE AND FAMILY TRADITIONS 
DURING THE YEAR.

*

*

*

*



Thanks for Reading!

HAVE A GOOD

SCHOOL YEAR!


