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A Message from our Head of School

I am so proud that the school opened 
on time and remained open all year to 
students. There were certainly some 
bumps along the way, but our ability 
to stay focused and work together as 
a community made it possible for us 
to complete our stated goal, “to have 
as many students on campus for as 
many days as possible.”

In any year, the faculty is the school’s 
most important asset and we educate 
our children thanks to them. 
During this year, however, our 
faculty and staff were truly 
heroic and did noble and 
incredibly important work. 
Even during this risky time 
they showed up day in and 
day out, no small task, to 
put our students first. It is 
because of them that students 
had a safe and loving place to 
go every day in a place and time 
that was anything but. We will 
forever be grateful for their selfless 
work on behalf of our students.

2020-21 school year, simply wow! I certainly hope that  
in what will be a long history for ISDenver, that this is  
remembered as the most unique year ever.

b o b  
c a r i g n a n
Head of School

Students are our 
north star.
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Our parents were also crucial in 
helping us to fulfill our mission. 
Our new Medical Advisory 
Committee’s advice, led by Wendy 
Bamberg, was a critical piece for us 
to keep people safe. 

In the midst of it all, we broke 
ground on a game-changing 
academic building, The Mary Louise 
Evans building, that was ultimately 
completed in the fall of 2021. The 
wonderful, teacher-designed, 
student-centered space was made 
possible by the generosity of our 
RISE Campaign donors led by our 
Campaign Co-Chairs Chad and Misty 
Meade. Generations of ISDenver 
students will celebrate your 
commitment to the school.

The school also moved forward 
strategically with our Association 
of Colorado Independent Schools 
accreditation and International 
Baccalaureate Primary Years 
Programme authorization 
applications. Once again a nod to 
how hard our staff worked. These 
will have positive impacts long into 
the school’s future.

We all should be very proud that 
even with the global pandemic the 
school moved forward in meaningful 
and long term ways. I thank all 
of our families, faculty, staff, and 
contributors for your commitment to 
our students! Simply put, none of our 
excellence can truly shine without 
your loyal support. 

Go Dragons! 
Our new building,  

completed in fall 2021.

The eyes show the smile 
and the smiles make it  
all worthwhile.
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A Message from  
our Board Chair

The effort, every single ounce of 
energy it took to do something other 
schools deemed impossible, to stay 
open during a pandemic? And not 
only to stay open—but to thrive?

I need to start by giving all credit 
where credit is due: to our teachers.

THANK YOU to our teachers—our 
superheroes—for giving it your all in 
likely the hardest year of teaching in 
your careers. 

Here is a sampling of what teachers 
did for us, day in and day out:

• Welcomed kids from homes that 
were stressed—mine included—and 
we know that comes with difficult 
kids and parents. 

• Wore a mask all day and asked their 
learners to do the same. 

• Stayed committed to professional 
development as we continued the 
candidacy process for the Primary 
Years Programme.

• Whether on or off livestream, held 
space for students wherever they 
were learning; all the while being 
great at both in-person and online 
teaching at the same time.

• Answered our emails, our questions, 
our concerns, and handled them 
with grace and professionalism.  

• Comforted our kids, gave them 
love and hugs, and helped make 
this world safe for their bodies 
and minds. 

To our incredible community, let’s 
pause for a moment just to reflect.  
Do you see it now in hindsight? 

Sparky helped us all 
remember to wear masks 
and wash hands.
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A big thank you to you, too. To this 
incredible community. We said it again 
and again and it is as true today as it 
was in the height of it all, “We are all 
in this together.” We are a community 
bound by a shared value of creating 
a more curious and compassionate 
world, one student at a time.

Last year was hard. It was hard to 
keep up with the changing flows of 
the school, changing government 
requirements, and school policy.  
Thank you for understanding how 
hard your ISDenver team worked 
to make this the best school for 
kids in Colorado and to keep our 
kids in person.    

And on top of all of that, a record 
number of you also invested 
in the ISDenver experience 
with record number of families 
participating  in Community Giving. 
With each donation, you make sure 
that our school is able to “say yes” to 
the many things that we parents 
simply know and love as part of 
our kids’ days at ISDenver, from 
our facilities, to helping all families 
experience our special variety of 
education regardless of resources, 
to simply helping to pay for a ton of 
plexiglass, sanitizer stations, and 
traffic officers. We strive to keep 
our tuition among the lowest within 
our peer group and we are only able 
to do that through the generosity of 
those able and willing to give to make 
things happen at ISDenver. 

k u r t 
p l e t c h e r

Board Chair

You’re helping make the world a more 
compassionate and curious place, one 
student at a time.

BOARD MEMBERS
Kurt Pletcher c h a i r

Ari Blum v i c e  c h a i r

Megan Carrington t r e a s u r e r ,  
f i n a n c e  c o m m i t t e e  c h a i r

Wendy Ware s e c r e ta r y

Kenton Epard m e m b e r ,  
b u i l d i n g c o m m i t t e e c h a i r

Beth Capra m e m b e r

Misty Meade m e m b e r

Lainie Minnick m e m b e r

Paul Olk m e m b e r ,  a d va n c e m e n t 
c o m m i t t e e  c h a i r

Scott Ranby m e m b e r

Paige Reberry m e m b e r

Bob Carignan h e a d  o f  s c h o o l ,  
e x- o f f i c i o  m e m b e r
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EXPENSE CATEGORY AMOUNT

Educational $11,101,029

General & Administrative $3,004,894 

Fundraising $407,017

TOTAL EXPENSES $14,512,940 

E X P ENSE S

REVENUE CATEGORY AMOUNT

Tuition, net of Discounts and Financial Assistance $12,150,151

Capital Campaign Contributions $1,560,630

Daycare, After School Programs, and Summer Programs* $385,915

Community Giving Contributions $419,600 

Other Revenue** $775,204 

TOTAL REVENUE $15,291,500

  *  Due to the pandemic, only Summer Programs were run in 2020-21. 

** Includes $565K in COVID-related grants.

RE V EN U E

79
+10+3+3+5+N

79%
 TUITION 

10% 
CAPITAL CAMPAIGN 
CONTRIBUTIONS

11%
OTHER  
SOURCES  

Our Financial Health

76
+21+3+N

77%
EDUCATIONAL  

20% 
GENERAL &  
ADMINISTRATIVE  

3%
FUNDRAISING  
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Growth Mindset  
in the Era of COVID-19

By allowing what is best for our students to inform our decision 
making, the same growth mindset that the International 
Baccalaureate framework encourages in the classroom allowed 
us to evolve in some incredible ways. Here are a few examples:

O N  T H E  R I S E

In a year so unprecedented the 
word “novel” was used to describe 
it, in a time no manual or  
contingency planning could have 
solved, we turned to what guides us. 
Our north star. Our students.

We formed  
RISE, a capital  

campaign for a new  
academic building.
read more on page 19

You made it a  
record year for gifts  
received on Giving  

Tuesday.

A Medical Advisory  
Committee made up of an  
impressive group of public 

health experts, medical doctors, 
and thought leaders assembled 

to consult on best practice  
protocols and procedures to 

keep our community safe.

Beloved events, like  
Chinese New Year and the 

International Day of Peace 
continued, even though they 

looked a little different!
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We began work to  
align our school brand— 

the look and feel and  
voice—to our mission,  

vision, values, and  
community principles.

We brought a  
carline THROUGH  

campus. And it worked! 
(Eventually it worked!  

Thank you for your  
patience as we saw  

things in a new way!)

A Mentor Club was  
established as an  
extra layer of support 
for livestream learners. 

In the spirit of the  
moment, our Global Gala  

became an in-real-time virtual 
toast and party with “Gala-to-
Go” bubbles and custom cook-
ies! As a community, we rallied 

to raise the funds to add an 
Education Technology Spe-

cialist to the team.
read more on page 10

We hosted an epic, socially- 
distanced 8th grade graduation. 

One for the record books!

We added  
a Livestream  

Learning Coordinator 
dedicated to  

helping students  
who opted for  

virtual learning.

We continued  
moving forward  
with our Primary 

Years Programme 
Candidacy. 
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Community Building  
in a Box

G A L A  T O  G O

While Global Gala 2021: Heroes  
celebrated the heroic work of our  
faculty and staff amidst a pandemic, 
our dedicated Gala Committee put in a  
heroic effort to bring the spirit of our 
signature Global Galas to your home. 

In record numbers our parent community  
“attended” our live, virtual event from home with 
their Gala-to-Go packages, including a delicious 
bottle of sparkling wine, superhero masks, and 
school-branded cookies! 
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The number is made even more 
impressive when you consider 
these families made the leap to join 
ISDenver without stepping on campus 
or into a single classroom. 

With COVID-19 restrictions and the 
school’s commitment to keeping 
our students and faculty safe, the 
Admissions Team got creative with 

tours. You could see them on any 
given day donned in masks and 
walking families along the green 
fence line on a “perimeter tour.” They 
also got quite familiar with Zoom! 

See the next page for the story of one 
family who joined us mid-year, sight 
unseen. 

Sight Unseen 
E N R O L L M E N T

We welcomed a record 32  
mid-year students during the  
2020-21 school year. 

A family gets a perimeter 
tour from staff.

32
STUDENTS  

JOINED MID-YEAR
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Maya’s  
Story

Before starting 
ISDenver, Maya was 
bored at school and would 
come home and say she wasn’t 
learning anything. 

She had great teachers and was making 
friends, but there wasn’t an academic 
challenge for her. Since she was a good 
student and not requiring attention, it 
was easy for her to just be one of the 
kids in the class and be sort of invisible, 
which was heartbreaking for me as a 
parent who sees her as this shining star. 
To think she could just fade into the 
background was hard for me to see.

One of the things I love about ISDenver 
is that students’ opinions and ideas are 
not only validated but encouraged. 

Inquiry-
based  

learning 
means to me 

that the students 
are actively engaged 

in their learning, asking 
questions, testing ideas out, vs 
traditional passive learning where 
they are just supposed to listen and 
memorize what they are being taught. 

The International Baccalaureate 
program encourages students to think 
on their own and has helped Maya to 
approach problems confidently. She is 
also “seen.” Teachers and staff really 
know who she is. When she switched to 
ISDenver in the middle of the school  
year, the administration, staff, and 
teachers really went out of their way  
to make her feel welcome. 

They also continued to follow up  
with her and with us to make sure she 
was adjusting well. It only took one  
day for her to feel at home at ISDenver.  
It was such a joy for me to pick her up 
from school and have her be excited and 
chattering all the way home about  
the kids and teachers she met, her 
classes, what she learned, and how 
much fun she had.

Alberto’s Welcome Class for Spanish  
was so warm, inviting, and fun! It really 
helped make her mid-year transition 
smooth. One of the potential obstacles 
for kids starting later at ISDenver is 
not having the foundation of a second 
language, so the Welcome Class really 
helped her get over her fears and have  
fun learning.   

dana miller kovalak, maya’s mom

One of the potential obstacles for 
kids starting later at ISDenver is 
not having the foundation of a 
second language, so the Welcome 
Class really helped her get over 
her fears and have fun learning.

E N R O L L M E N T
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RISE CAMPAIGN 
DONORS
Anonymous
Kaelyn Abrell
Nora and Kevin Baldwin
Annie and Danny Barocas*
Shelby and Brock Berry
Melanie and Ari Blum
Rachelle and Chris Bodnar
Megan and Taylor Carrington
Brighty Bradley and  

Christopher Davis
June Dirstine and  

Beth Capra*
Emilie and Kenton Epard
Anna and Chris Jenkins
Kassy and Alex Khandelwal
Sarah and Dan Kozlowski
Kristin Lightner
Misty and Chad Meade
Lainie and Adam Minnick
Lesley and John Miquel
Ashley and Keegan O’Neil*
Lynn Merwin and Paul Olk
Sarah and Kurt Pletcher

Leah and Michael Pytel
Krista and Scott Ranby
Paige and Jeff Reberry
Chelsea Stickney*
The Lightner Sams  

Foundation, Inc.
Alberta Utech
Doug Utech
Wendy and Andrew Ware
Alexis and Jim Wooll*

COMMUNITY 
GIVING  
ORGANIZATIONS 
Altra Running
Ball Corp
Bank of America  

Charitable Foundation
Box Tops for Education
Community First Foundation
Denver Film
Equinix
Gartner
Koelbel Urban Homes
Kroger
Leopold Bros.

Little Oak Hill Foundation
Mile High United Way
Moneta Group
Pizza Republica
Robert Half International
Sterling National Bank  

Charitable Foundation
The Fifth String
TIAA
United Way of Bergen County
VMWare
Western Union 

COMMUNITY 
GIVING DONORS  
Anonymous (35) 
Nicole Hutt Aelion and  

Vital Aelion
Allyson and Mike Alexander
Guillermo Alvarez Galan
Marco Alvarez*
Nicole and Eli Anderson
Layha Khoo and Sam Ang
Katharina Schmidt and  

Arne Arens
Fatima and  

Abdelkebir Assougdam
Jackie Beltran and  

Ben Atchie
Katrina and  

Demetrius Austin*

Kelly and Scott Babcock*
Alexis and Aaron Bachik
Christine DeVore and  

Ous Badwan
Ou Bai and Martin Sinnott*
Jeanie Schlafly and Jeff Bain
Saliha Bakreti and  

David Montes*
Nora and Kevin Baldwin
Marie and Sheldon Bancroft
Jennifer and  

George Bargisen
Naaz and Erin Barma
Annie and Danny Barocas*
Beth Baskerville
Leah Bassoff and  

Ethan Lovell*
Marcia and Josh Batchelder
Callyn and Mike Baum*
Stephanie Jensen and  

Adam Beal
Sophie and Kevin Beck
Alison Quinn-Beitscher and 

Adam Beitscher
Anita Bemis
Delphine and Evan Bench
Leah and Stephen Berg
Jill and Nathan Bergmann
Shelby and Brock Berry
Julia and Stephane Berthet

Carrie Okizaki and  
Jeff Berthold

Daphne Schirar and  
Julien Bertrand

Aaron Hodgin
Krista Miller and Clark Bishop
Hamra and Christopher Black
Melanie and Ari Blum
Susan Fong and  

Christopher Boarman
Rachelle and Chris Bodnar
Beth and Neil Bogan
Sybil Dessie and  

Majid Boroujerdi
Ann and Jonathan Boyer
Bonnie Dowling and  

Andrew Boyink
Eileen Wang and  

Evan Brennan
Laurie Choi and  

Jason Brochu
Jaime Moo-Young and  

Andrew Brookens
Christina and Glen Brown
Hayan and Robert Buergisser
Shiny Wei and Chris Butler
Lynda Buttle*
Shannon and Shane Calhoun
Sabrina and Gary Calnan
Laurel and Bob Carignan*
Megan and Derek Carosi

Thank You
to our Donors!
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Peyton Fullerton and  
Joshua Carrera

Megan and Taylor Carrington
Chris and Scotty Carscadden
Stephanie Troller and  

Jose Castillo-Mancilla
Beth Cavanaugh*
Jing Chen*
Li Ngov and Ken Chung
Alli Romano and Seth Cohen
Tania and Grant Cohen
Amen Sergew and Chip Colwell
Joann and John Congdon
Negah and Tim Connelly
Shannon and Rob Converse
Catherine and Brett Cortese
Ellen Sarcone and Brian Cox
Claire Warnes and  

Simon Cragg
Minou and Christopher Cramer
Lisa and Mark Cramer
Kacee and Michael Craven
Brian Cung
Christina and  

Jack Cunningham
Angela and Eric Davidson
Brighty Bradley and  

Christopher Davis
Rossanna Figuera and  

Thomas DeGeest
Kristin DePizzol and  

Joseph Kimitch

Debbie Seymour and  
Mark Deutchman

Karissa and Hugh Devore*
June Dirstine and Beth Capra*
Amanda and Brian Dodds*
Leslie Stark-Doherty and 

Cameron Doherty
Sarah and John Donaldson
Erin and Chris Dougher
Brenda and Chad Dougherty
Patiporn and Gordon Douthat
Betsy and Kyle Duffy
Audrey Dumas
Tara and Malik Duncan
Alex and Donald Dunne*
Lizeth and Guillaume Durvin
Emilie and Kenton Epard
Allison and Mark Erickson
Lina Pradilla and Juan Estrada
Beatrice Fahrenholtz
Kelty and Patrick Fehling
Jolene Jacobs and Drew Figas
Josh Finkleman
Danielle and Joel Firebaugh
Jennifer and  

Jonathan Flanagan
Kerry and Keith Fleischer
Wendy Bamberg and  

Michael Fleisher
Jane and Todd Fletcher
Jennifer Dorosz and  

Brian Fonseca

Ntongi McFadyen and  
Damon Fordham

Hope and Kyle Forgey*
Kim Moore and  

Steven Formica
Tricia Espinoza and  

Ethan Foster
Julia and Simon Fraser
Brooke French
Sara and John Froelich
June and Bruce Frommeyer
Kyra and Arvis Gailis
Katie Flannery and  

Bryan Ganno
Erica Garcia
Victoria and Ivan Garcia
Lindsay Applebaugh and  

Noel Garza
Valerie and Yuri Genin*
Shannon and Brad Gill
Chris and Damon Gillette
Lindsay and David Goldstein
Therese and Mark Gould
Monica Grafals and  

Nestor Fuentes
Jamie Caton and  

J-O Grall-Johansson*

Mara Gras*
Milton Gras
Kendall McLaughlin and  

Arthur Griffin
Lesley and Mark Grimshaw
Anaïs Ambert-Gros and 

Ludovic Gros
Alexis Burakoff and  

Robert Gross
Robin Ashmore and  

Benoit Guin
Isabelle Lion and  

John Gutowski
Judie Halligan
Jennifer and Todd Hankinson
Kristy and Marc Harden
Kimberly Nelson and  

Edward Harrington
Libby Erickson and  

Jess Harvat
Shea Hogan and  

Nolan Hathaway
Michael Hecker
Louise and Erik Helander
Helene and Joanna  

Hernandez-Caudron*
Suzanne and Tony Hillier*
Katherine and David Hoeweler

Shanta Zimmer and  
Fernando Holguin

Nils Holum
Virginia Plasz and  

Alec Hopkins
Chris Engel and  

Woodie Hopper
Brooke and Chris Howald
Julie Hubble and  

Ryder Campbell
Dessie Hughes*
Carmen Izquierdo*
Jill and Randy Jacobs
Natalie and Jacob James
Hai Ly and Drew Jeffries*
Bill Jenkins*
Anna and Chris Jenkins
Hermosillo Rodriguez Jesus and 

Fernando Gonzalez del Cueto
Carrie Joe*
Heidi Cho and Matt Johanson
Mary Nguyen and  

Raphael Jouvenat
Jen Jarvie and James Kaferly
Mary and Robert Kapner*
Gina Febbraro and Ajay Kapoor
Mary Peck and Greg Kasper

121  
  NEW

701 
STUDENTS FINISHED THE SCHOOL YEAR
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Sharon Hwang and  
Ross Kelman

Lisa Bullis and James Kemp
Abbie and Jules Kesner
Kassy and Alex Khandelwal
Renee Khandelwal
Lily Cervantes and  

David Knochel
Ying Kong and Yining Zeng*
Dana Miller Kovalak and  

Ryan Kovalak
Sarah and Dan Kozlowski
Jennifer and Michael Kraus
Ashley and Jay Krause
Silpa Krefft
Katie and Nicholas Kroeger*
Katie Sachs and Dan Kubiak
Kristen Nadeau and  

Clark Kulig
Emai Ho and Bradley Kurtz
Helene and Oliver Lang
Maria Sroka-Lapko and  

Vitali Lapko
Deborah and Timothy Larson
Flannery and Rocco Laterzo
Syndy and William Lee
Theresa Vogel and  

Brian Leedy
Sarah and Todd Leopold
Stephanie Owens and  

Eric Leskovar
Laurie and Steve Lesnard
Morry Hsu and Richard Levine

Camila Calderwood and  
Zev Levinson

Michelle and Matt Lewis
Shuyuan Li and Mark Myerson
Erin and Mike Lin
Eunice Park and Eric Liu
Olena and William Liu
Courtney and Shea Loper
Diana Loshak
Lizbeth Lucero*
Maria Luna*
Risa Machovec*
Judy and David Magill
Thompson Mahon*
Chelsea and Jon Manheim
Emily Poliseo and  

Anthony Manzi
Anthea and Jeremy Martin
Kynnie and Joel Martin
Nuria Fernandez and  

Manuel Martin*
William Mathewson
Marzia and Cyril Mauffrey*
Shama Patwardhan and  

Drew McBride
Melanie and Kevin McClure*
Melissa and David McEvoy
Debra McQueen*
Misty and Chad Meade
Jennie and Jared Melnik
Emilie Guidez and  

Yosuke Michishita
Tish Kelly-Mick and John Mick

Amanda and Sean Miller
Audra and Benjamin Miller
Sherrie and Mountain Miller
Lesley and John Miquel
Rena and Ben Mollner
Crystal and Greg Mondragon
Karen Kogel and  

John-Paul Morfin
Jane Morrissey
Paula Younger and  

Jason Munoz
Bertina Salzano and  

Iman Nekouie
Tara and Tracey Neubrand
Maryam Saffari-Parizi and 

Francis Newman
Mod Chowanadisai and  

Thomas Notides
Melissa and Justin Nucci
Ashley and Keegan O’Neil*
Steven O’Neil
Kristy and Tayo Okunade*
Lynn Merwin and Paul Olk
Liza and Ryan Olson
Josie and John Ostrander
Melissa Draper and  

Greg Ostrowski
Jake Otto*
Erin Ozimek
Lori and Rafa Pacheco
Victoria and Marc Palmer
Emily and Bill Parsley*
Arti and Vishan Patidar

Jane Pattison*
Barb Gueldner and Brian Paul
Jana and Alex Pearl
Maria Rodriguez and  

Alberto Pereda Bolado*
Laura and Chad Perlov
Katherine Taggett and  

Trevor Pettennude
Jaime and Jay Philp
Virginia and Yann Pigeaire
Sarah and Kurt Pletcher
Traci and Larry Pole
Kara and Joshua Pollack
Jennifer Coleman and  

Carvis Pope
Mia and Bill Powell
Ruth Powell
Leidy Cruz and  

Cristian Puentes
Carolyn and Steve Purtle
Leah and Michael Pytel
Beatriz Ramos-Heras and 

Gonzalo Maldonado*
Krista and Scott Ranby
Rachel and  

Jeeva Ratnathicam*
Paige and Jeff Reberry
Stephanie and Dan Reddy
Emily and Jeremy Redenius
Kelly and Brooke Redpath
Marcy and Peter Renton-

Edith-Emilie Riedel*

Loren and Layne Rigney
Crystal and Joe Rivera
Dani Robb and Brent Toler*
Faye Matthews and  

Patrick Rodriguez
Kristi and Frederick Rolingher
Mariangela Arca and  

Matteo Ronchi
Jane and John Rossi
Karen Rowley
Shauna Runchey
Stephanie and Scott Rupp
Rachel Ryckman and  

Alexander Obrecht
Saundra Kay and  

Jeffrey Sankoff
Victoria Sardelli and  

Connor Taub*
Heather and Nik Sazdov
Katie and Brian Schilb
Carrie and  

Stephen Schmeltekopf
Andrea and Nick Schommer
Maranda Schwartz*
Leslie and Ryan Segelke
Pam Crawford and Ted Shade
Amriya Shakur and  

Jemal Talore
Nancy Sheffield*
Shannon and Jordan Sher
Dominique Shortridge*
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Aaron Siegel*
Jim Sigman
Stacey Simon and Chris Mento
Dusty Slaten*
Ali and Justin Sloan
Rachel Kaygi and Aaron Slusky
Mara and Joel Smedes*
Theresa and Bruce Smith
Gigi Gonzalez and  

Kester Spindler
Sydney Sprechman*
Sarah Stella and Roger Stace
Carrie and Timothy Stegner
Shelby and JC Sterrett
Erin and Nicholas Stewart
Cissie and Max Stich
Chelsea Stickney*
Juliana Stoughton*
Judy and Eben Strobos
Carrie Wernecke and  

Theodore Swenson
Carol Swinton*

Mara and Patrick Tcheunou
Alissa and Eric Thibeault
Dava and Jason Thomas
Megan Von Wald and  

Lorin Ting
Devin and Matthew Tomiak
Gregoire Tonye*
Sabrina and Hoang Tran
Michelle and JP Tremblay
Vincent Trinquesse
Kristina Tocce and  

Adam Trosterman
Christele and Timothy Turner*
Evelyn and Westley Unseld
Alberta Utech
Nancy Vacanti
Toby and Casey Vader
Ivy and Ross Vaisman
Anne Mehlman and  

Youngblood Valdez
Myriam Velez Ferrer and  

Brady Mullen*
Deborah and Jean Vernet
Michele and Jean Verrier
Marisha Burden and  

Marc Voelkel
Hirshini and Henning von Kalm
Tina and Chris Wall
Adrianne Sloan and  

John Wallace
Camille and Kris Wallenta
Pam and Douglas Walter

Elaine Scallan Walter and 
Nicholas Walter

Silvia Steimle and  
Tom Walthall

I-Chi Wang
Kelly Wang*
Lanyi Wang*
Wendy and Andrew Ware
Linsey and Matt Weller
Erin and Chris Wenz
Cesar Weston*
Angelina Koehler and  

Donovan Wick
Melissa Scholes and  

Brian Williams
Alyssa and Seth Winnerman*
Tiffany Woodward
Alexis and Jim Wooll*
Kim and Whitt Wyatt
Jessica Zhou and  

Richard Xiong
Elaine and Charlie Yang
Le Yang*
Janet and Chris Yenter*
Carollee Brinkman and  

Shadd Young
Julie and Howard Zemel
Andra and Kyle Zeppelin  

At our core, ISDenver is a community 
that embraces a growth mindset. 
While the heart and the essence of the 
language school that started more 
than 40 years still guides us today, our 
enrollment and campus have grown, 
and improved, greatly. 

Thanks to generous Community 
Giving donors, the ISDenver 
Experience for all of our students 
now includes improved classroom 
technology, top-notch commercial 
kitchen and lunch service, STEAM 
facilities, performing arts lighting/
sound equipment, and much more. 

We encourage you to take a moment 
to appreciate all that donors to the 
ISDenver Community Giving 
program have contributed to 
the ISDenver Experience for 
every student who walks 
through our doors.
KEEGAN O’NEIL 
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR OF  
COMMUNITY GIVING

*  Faculty and Staff Contributors  
to Scholarship by Staff



2 0 2 0 – 2 1  I M P A C T  R E P O R T

Our Outstanding  
Faculty Philanthropist

S P O T L I G H T

In the 2020 – 21 school year, we  
honored our third annual  
Outstanding Faculty Philanthropist 
award winner, Dusty Slaten! 
The Outstanding Faculty 
Philanthropist award is presented  
to the faculty or staff donor at  
the International School of  
Denver who most strongly 
embodies the generous spirit  
of Community Giving.

The 2020 – 21 school year 
presented many unique 
challenges and, as school nurse 
during a global pandemic, 
no one was more critical to 
ensuring that ISDenver stayed 
open and in-person than Dusty. 

By going the extra mile to also donate 
generously to ISDenver’s Scholarship 
by Staff program, Dusty embodied 

the resilience and 
kindness that 
makes ISDenver 
such a special 
place. We were 
honored to 
present this 
award to Dusty 
in the 2020 – 21 
school year. 

Past award  
winners include:

Ou (Yoyo) Bai 
2019 – 20

Thompson Mahon 
2018 – 19
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Middle Schoolers Impact 
Change at Conference

The conference was appropriately 
named “From Quarantined to Informed  
Teen” and featured the amazing Lyla 
June Johnston as the keynote speaker.  
Lyla June Johnston spoke and sang 

about the powers of the indigenous 
community. Her message 

was about the power of healing,  
mindfulness, and community. 

Students brought back incredible ideas 
on how to make our community a more  
inclusive place. They led advisories 
around the topic of self love. 

C O M M U N I T Y  G I V I N G  S P O T L I G H T : 

To watch our middle schoolers engage with other teens, all sharing the same  
passion of creating a more accepting world, and further to watch them bring this 
knowledge back to ISDenver with such fervor is what makes these conferences 
so important. Even virtually, our students were active participants and looking to 
better both our campus and our greater community.

ANNIE BAROCAS  ISDENVER DIRECTOR OF COUNSELING 

Through the generous funding of  
Community Giving, ten Middle School 
students participated in the STAMP  
virtual diversity conference in Denver 
on April 9th. 
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ISDenver Launches Largest 
Community-led Capital 
Campaign in the School’s History

R I S E ( I N G )  I N  A  G L O B A L  P A N D E M I C 

The International School of Denver, nestled among  
former airplane hangers and generals’ quarters in the 
historic Lowry neighborhood—the original site of the  
U.S. Air Force Academy—welcomes over 700 students to 
its campus each year, grades pre-K to 8th grade.
The bustling Boulevard One 
development, coupled with other 
new retail, fitness studios, coffee 
shops, and eateries make Lowry a 
place where new meets old—and the 
campus of ISDenver is no different.

Building the space is a requirement. 
How we design and use the space is 
what makes us ISDenver.

This is where RISE comes into play,  
the largest community-led 
philanthropic campaign in our 
school’s history. Led by an inspired, 

generous, and committed steering 
committee made up of board 
members and parents, RISE was 
formed to fund the construction of a 
new academic building, now called 
The Mary Louise Evans Building.

The Mary Louise Evans Building 
is designed to not only address a 
critical space constraint, but most 
importantly to create a thriving 
hub for our entire community and 
the main home for our Middle 
School students and teachers, who 
were previously scattered across 

campus. Every aspect of the design is 
purposeful, designed by our faculty, 
uniquely for our learners. ISDenver 
Dragons will enjoy light-filled spaces, 
designed around the concept of 
community and student-led learning. 
RISE donors are creating a one-
of-a-kind teaching and learning 
environment that reflects our one-of-
a-kind school. 
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Building for a  
World-class Experience

R I S E ( I N G )  I N  A  G L O B A L  P A N D E M I C 

The MLE building  
to me means giving wings  
to an already outstanding  

program. Now our physical  
environment matches the  

caliber of teaching and  
learning offered at  

ISDenver. 

HOPE FORGEY 
MIDDLE SCHOOL  
ASSISTANT  
PRINCIPAL
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Mitch Holland, Fransen Pittman Construction, Alexis Wooll, Bob Carignan and RISE 
Committee Chair Misty Meade take a tour of the new building site during construction.

Designed by our teachers for your children!
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It is exciting to be  
moving into a building  
that was specifically  
designed to support the  
already great teaching and 
learning that is happening  
in the Middle School. Even  
more exciting, is that it opens 
up a world of possibilities  
for new and innovative ways  
to deliver our world-class  
education.  

 ROB K APNER 
MIDDLE SCHOOL  
PRINCIPAL

R I S E ( I N G )  I N  A  G L O B A L  P A N D E M I C 
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Misty Meade signs a  
commemorative block.
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