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American History 
Practice Test 

Content Summary and Answer Key 
Question 

No. 
Item 
Type Course Content 

Statement 
Answer 

Key Points 

1 Graphic 
Response 

American 
History 

After WWI, the United States 
pursued efforts to maintain 
peace in the world. However, as 
a result of the national debate 
over the Versailles Treaty 
ratification and the League of 
Nations, the United States moved 
away from the role of world 
peacekeeper and limited its 
involvement in international 
affairs. (16) 

--- 2 points 

2 Matching American 
History 

The Federalist Papers and the 
Anti-Federalist Papers structured 
the national debate over the 
ratification of the Constitution of 
the United States. (8) 

--- 2 points 

3 Short 
Response 

American 
History 

Historians develop theses and 
use evidence to support or 
refute positions. (3) 

--- 2 points 

4 Extended 
Response 

American 
History 

The rise of industrialization led to 
a rapidly expanding workforce. 
Labor organizations grew amidst 
unregulated working conditions 
and violence toward supporters 
of organized labor. (11) 

--- 4 points 

5 Multiple 
Choice 

American 
History 

Following World War II, the 
United States experienced a 
struggle for racial and gender 
equality and the extension of 
civil rights. (28) 

C 1 point 

6 Multiple 
Choice 

American 
History 

The continuing population flow 
from cities to suburbs, the internal 
migrations from the Rust Belt to 
the Sun Belt, and the increase 
in immigration resulting from 
passage of the 1965 Immigration 
Act have had social and political 
effects. (30) 

D 1 point 



iv 

American History  
Practice Test 

Content Summary and Answer Key 
Question 

No. 
Item 
Type Course Content 

Statement 
Answer 

Key Points 

7 Multiple 
Choice 

American 
History 

The Progressive era was an effort 
to address the ills of American 
society stemming from industrial 
capitalism, urbanization and 
political corruption. (14) 

C 1 point 

8 Multiple 
Choice 

American 
History 

Racial intolerance, anti-immigrant 
attitudes and the Red Scare 
contributed to social unrest after 
World War I. (17) 

C 1 point 

9 Multiple 
Choice 1945 – Present 

Political debates focused on the 
extent of the role of government 
in the economy, environmental 
protection, social welfare and 
national security. (31) 

A 1 point 

10 Multiple 
Choice 

American 
History 

The use of primary and secondary 
sources of information includes an 
examination of the credibility of 
each source. (2) 

C 1 point 

11 Multi- 
Select 

American 
History 

Following Reconstruction, old 
political and social structures 
reemerged and racial 
discrimination was institutionalized. 
(13) 

A, D 1 point 

12 
Evidence- 
Based 
Selected 
Response 

American 
History 

Use of atomic weapons changed 
the nature of war, altered the 
balance of power and began 
the nuclear age. (23) 

C; B 2 points 

13 Graphic 
Response 

American 
History 

The Great Depression was 
caused, in part, by the federal 
government's monetary policies, 
stock market speculation and 
increasing consumer debt. The 
role of the federal government 
expanded as a result of the 
Great Depression. (20) 

--- 2 points 

14 Multiple 
Choice 

American 
History 

The use of primary and secondary 
sources of information includes an 
examination of the credibility of 
each source. (2) 

B 1 point 
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American History  
Practice Test 

Content Summary and Answer Key 
Question 

No. 
Item 
Type Course Content 

Statement 
Answer 

Key Points 

15 Multiple 
Choice 

American 
History 

The Second Red Scare and 
McCarthyism reflected Cold War 
fears in American society. (25) 

C 1 point 

16 Graphic 
Response 

American 
History 

The postwar economic boom, 
greatly affected by advances in 
science, produced epic changes 
in American life. (29) 

--- 2 points 

17 Multiple 
Choice 

American 
History 

Following Reconstruction, old 
political and social structures 
reemerged and racial 
discrimination was institutionalized. 
(13) 

D 1 point 

18 Multiple 
Choice 

American 
History 

Following Reconstruction, old 
political and social structures 
reemerged and racial 
discrimination was institutionalized. 
(13) 

B 1 point 

19 Matching 
Item 

American 
History 

Historians analyze cause, effect, 
sequence and correlation in 
historical events, including multiple 
causation and long- and 
short-term casual relations. (4) 

--- 2 points 

20 Graphic 
Response 1877 – 1945 

The Progressive Era was an effort 
to address the ills of American 
society stemming from industrial 
capitalism, urbanization and 
political corruption. (14) 

--- 1 point 

21 Multiple 
Choice 1945 – Present 

The United States faced new 
political, national security and 
economic challenges in the 
post-Cold War world and following 
the attacks on September 11, 
2001. (33) 

B 1 point 

22 Multiple 
Choice 1945 – Present 

The United States followed a 
policy of containment during the 
Cold War in response to the 
spread of communism. (24) 

B 1 point 
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American History  
Practice Test 

Content Summary and Answer Key 
Question 

No. 
Item 
Type Course Content 

Statement 
Answer 

Key Points 

23 Multiple 
Choice 1945 – Present 

The Second Red Scare and 
McCarthyism reflected Cold War 
fears in American society. (25) 

A 1 point 

24 Multiple 
Choice 

Skills and 
Documents 

Historians develop theses and use 
evidence to support or refute 
positions. (3) 

A 1 point 

25 Graphic 
Response 1945 – Present 

The United States faced new 
political, national security and 
economic challenges in the 
post-Cold War world and 
following the attacks on 
September 11, 2001. (33) 

--- 2 points 

26 
Inline 
Task 
Choice 

American 
History 

Political debates focused on 
the extent of the role of the 
government in the economy, 
environmental protection, 
social welfare and national 
security. (31) 

--- 1 point 

27 Gap 
Match 

American 
History 

The rise of corporations, 
heavy industry, mechanized 
farming and technological 
innovations transformed the 
American economy from an 
agrarian to an increasingly 
urban industrial society. (10) 

--- 2 points 
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American History 
Practice Test 

 
 

Question 1 
 

Question and Scoring Guidelines



2 

Question 1 

Points Possible: 2 

Course: American History 

Content Statement: After WWI, the United States pursued efforts to 
maintain peace in the world. However, as a result of the national 
debate over the Versailles Treaty ratification and the League of 
Nations, the United States moved away from the role of world 
peacekeeper and limited its involvement in international affairs. 
(16)
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Scoring Guidelines 
For this item, a full-credit response includes 

• “Limit of naval arms” and “Limit territorial expansion” in section A

AND

• “Isolationist Policy” in section B (2 points).

For this item, a partial-credit response includes: 

• "Limit of naval arms" and "Limit territorial expansion" in section A

OR

• "Isolationist policy" in section B (1 point).
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American History 
Practice Test 

 
 

Question 1 

Sample Responses 



6 

Sample Response: 2 points 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns full credit (2 points). In Part A of 
the answer response box, students need to place 
‘Limit of naval arms’ and ‘Limit territorial 
expansion’ in the blank boxes. In Part B, students should 
place ‘Isolationist Policy.’ The other choices are 
incorrect. 



7  

Sample Response: 1 point 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
Notes on Scoring 

 
This response earns partial credit (1 point). The student 
receives 1 point for correctly placing ‘Limit of naval 
arms’ and ‘Limit territorial expansion’ in Part A. The 
student’s response for Part B receives no credit. 



8 

Sample Response: 1 point 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns partial credit (1 point). The 
student receives 1 point for correctly placing 
‘Isolationist Policy’ in Part B. 



9  

Sample Response: 0 points 
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American History 
Practice Test 

Question 2 

Question and Scoring Guidelines
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Question 2 

Points Possible: 2 

Course: American History 

Content Statement: The Federalist Papers and the Anti-Federalist 
Papers structured the national debate over the ratification of the 
Constitution of the United States. (8) 



13 

Scoring Guidelines 
For this item, a full-credit response includes 

• “Anti-Federalist” selected for “The rights of citizens should be listed in the
Constitution.”

AND

• “Anti-Federalist” selected for “The use of a standing army threatens the liberty of
citizens.”

AND

• “Federalist” selected for “The protection of national interests requires a standing
army.”

AND

• “Federalist” selected for “The rights of citizens are inherent and do not need to
be defined.”

AND

• “Anti-Federalist” selected for “The national government holds too much power
compared to individual states.” (2 points).

For this item, a partial-credit response includes 

• At least three correct selections. (1 point).
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American History 
Practice Test 

Question 2 

Sample Responses 



16 

Sample Response: 2 points 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns full credit (2 points). This 
response correctly identifies each argument as 
either the Federalist or Anti-Federalist position. 



17 

Sample Response: 1 point 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns partial credit (1 point). This 
response correctly identifies the first, third and fifth 
arguments. 



18  

Sample Response: 1 point 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
Notes on Scoring 

 
This response earns partial credit (1 point). This 
response correctly identifies the first, second, third 
and fifth arguments. 



19 

Sample Response: 0 points 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns no credit (0 points). This 
response correctly identifies only one argument 
(the fifth argument). 



20  

Sample Response: 0 points 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
Notes on Scoring 

 
This response earns no credit (0 points). This response 
correctly identifies only two arguments (the third 
and fourth arguments). 
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American History 
Practice Test 

Question 3 

Question and Scoring Guidelines



22 

Question 3 

Points Possible: 2 

Course: American History 

Content Statement: Historians develop theses and use evidence to 
support or refute positions. (3) 



23  

Scoring Guidelines 
Score Point Description 

 

2 points The response provides an accurate and complete (references both 
sets of data) explanation as to why the data support the thesis. 

1 point The response provides a partially accurate and/or incomplete (does 
not reference both sets of data) explanation as to why the data 
support the thesis. 

0 points The response does not meet any of the above criteria. The response 
may accurately portray the data but claim the data refutes the thesis. 
The response may not indicate any position on the thesis or may 
indicate that the data is inconclusive. 
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American History 
Practice Test 

 
 

Question 3 

Sample Responses 



26 

Sample Response: 2 points 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns full credit (2 points). By referencing 
both sets of data, the response provides  
an accurate and complete explanation as to why the 
data support the thesis (“I support, there was an 
increase in cultural diversity”): 

• “the percent of foreign born increased”
• “the foreign born population of latin Americans &

Asians increased”



27  

Sample Response: 2 points 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
Notes on Scoring 

 
This response earns full credit (2 points). By referencing 
both sets of data, the response provides  
an accurate and complete explanation as to why the 
data support the thesis (“The statement is correct”): 

 
• “foreigners in our population grew 6%” 
• “latin-americans grew 30%” 



28 

Sample Response: 1 point 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns partial credit (1 point). By 
referencing only one set of data, the response provides 
an accurate and partial explanation as to why the 
data support the thesis (“I support this statement 
because in 1970 only 4.7% of Americans were Foreign-
born and by the year 2000 10.4% of Americans were 
Foreign-born this Shows a 6.3% increase in cultural 
diversity.”). The incorrect calculation does not cause 
the student to lose a point. 



29  

Sample Response: 1 point 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
Notes on Scoring 

 
This response earns partial credit (1 point). By 
referencing only one set of data, the response provides 
an accurate and partial explanation as to why the 
data support the thesis (“I support the following 
thesis…because the percentage of 1970 to 2000 
increased by 5.7 percent.”). 



30  

Sample Response: 1 point 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
Notes on Scoring 

 
This response earns partial credit (1 point). By 
referencing only one set of data, the response provides 
an accurate and partial explanation as to why the 
data support the thesis (“Yes, the increase in cultural 
diversity in certain races such as Latin America, and 
Asia as the years by there percentage went up”). 



31 

Sample Response: 0 points 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns no credit (0 points). The response 
indicates inadequate understanding of the concept 
needed to answer the item. The response refutes the 
thesis, which cannot be supported by the data. 



32  

Sample Response: 0 points 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
Notes on Scoring 

 
This response earns no credit (0 points). The response 
indicates inadequate understanding of the concept 
needed to answer the item. The response repeats the 
thesis stated in the prompt and provides relevant data 
without indicating a position on the thesis. 



33 

Sample Response: 0 points 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns no credit (0 points). The response 
indicates inadequate understanding of the concept 
needed to answer the item. The response indicates an 
accurate position on the thesis without referencing 
both sets of data. 
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American History 
Practice Test 

 
 

Question 4 
 

Question and Scoring Guidelines
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Question 4 

Points Possible: 4 

Course: American History 

Content Statement: The rise of industrialization led to a rapidly 
expanding workforce. Labor organizations grew amidst 
unregulated working conditions and violence toward supporters 
of organized labor. (11) 



37  

Scoring Guidelines 
Score Point Description 

 

4 points The response identifies two working conditions that labor unions 
opposed AND, for each working condition, identifies a related 
demand made by labor unions to change the working conditions. 

3 points The response identifies two working conditions that labor unions 
opposed AND identifies a related demand made by labor unions to 
change one working condition; 

OR 
 

The response identifies one working condition that labor unions 
opposed AND identifies two related demands made by labor unions 
to change the working condition. 

2 points The response identifies two working conditions that labor unions 
opposed; 

OR 
 

The response identifies two demands made by labor unions to change 
working conditions; 

OR 
 

The response identifies one working condition that labor unions 
opposed AND identifies one related demand made by labor unions to 
change the working condition. 

1 point The response identifies one working condition that labor unions 
opposed; 

OR 
 

The response identifies one demand made by labor unions to change 
working conditions. 

0 points The response does not meet any of the above criteria. The response 
indicates inadequate or no understanding of the idea or concept 
needed to answer the item. 
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American History 
Practice Test 

Question 4 

Sample Responses 



40 

Sample Response: 4 points 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns full credit (4 points). The response 
identifies more than two working conditions that labor 
unions opposed (“long working hours with little pay 
and child labor”) and, for each working condition, 
identifies a related demand made by labor unions to 
change the working conditions [“shorter hours (8 hour 
days) and fair pay. they also demanded that child 
labor be illegal.”]. 



41 

Sample Response: 4 points 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns full credit (4 points). The response 
identifies two working conditions (“unsafe…machines” 
and “long hours”) and, for each working condition, 
identifies a related demand made by labor unions 
(“safety codes” and “establishment of a 40-hour work 
week”). 



42  

Sample Response: 3 points 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Notes on Scoring 

 
This response earns partial credit (3 points). The 
response identifies two working conditions that labor 
unions opposed (“child labor”) and (“low pay for long 
hours”) and identifies a related demand made by 
labor unions to change one working condition (“the 
labor unions proposed child labor laws”). The response 
provides a second demand (“wanted to change it”), 
which is too vague to receive credit. 



43  

Sample Response: 3 points 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Notes on Scoring 

 
This response earns partial credit (3 points). The response 
identifies two working conditions that labor unions 
opposed (“unsafe working conditions” and “low pay”) 
and identifies one related demand made by labor 
unions to change one working condition (“increase 
their salaries”), and one demand unrelated to the 
identified condition. 
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Sample Response: 2 points 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns partial credit (2 points). The response 
identifies one working condition that labor unions 
opposed (“Child labor”) and identifies one related 
demand made by labor unions to change the working 
condition (“the labor unions demanded the children to 
stop working”). Although the response gives incorrect 
information (“go to school”), the response still receives 
credit for the correct information provided. 
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Sample Response: 2 points 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns partial credit (2 points). The 
response identifies two demands made by labor 
unions to change working conditions (“safer machines 
and no child labor”). 



46  

Sample Response: 1 point 
 

 
 
 

 

Notes on Scoring 
 

This response earns partial credit (1 point). The 
response identifies one working condition that 
labor unions opposed (“DANGEROUS WORKING 
CONDITIONS”). 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns partial credit (1 point). The response 
identifies one working condition that labor unions 
opposed (“working for long periods of time”). 
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Sample Response: 0 points 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Notes on Scoring 

 
This response earns no credit (0 points). The response 
indicates inadequate understanding of the idea or 
concept needed to answer the item. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns no credit (0 points). The response 
indicates inadequate understanding of the idea or 
concept needed to answer the item. 
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American History 
Practice Test 

Question 5 

Question and Scoring Guidelines
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Question 5 

Points Possible: 1 

Course: American History 

Content Statement: Following World War II, the United States 
experienced a struggle for racial and gender equality and the 
extension of civil rights. (28) 



53  

Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect because agricultural workers were not 
seeking land ownership. 

Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect because agricultural workers were not 
seeking economic help from the federal government. 

Rationale for Option C: Key – This option correctly identifies the goal of the United 
Farm Workers. 

Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect because agricultural workers were not 
trying to make farms operate more efficiently. 

 
 
Sample Response: 1 point 
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American History 
Practice Test 

Question 6 

Question and Scoring Guidelines



56 

Question 6 

Points Possible: 1 

Course: American History 

Content Statement: The continuing population flow from cities to 
suburbs, the internal migrations from the Rust Belt to the Sun Belt, 
and the increase in immigration resulting from passage of the 1965 
Immigration Act have had social and political effects. (30) 



57  

Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: Quotas were not set to maintain the European 
immigrant stream. 

Rationale for Option B: The 1882 Chinese Exclusion Act barred immigrants 
from China. 

Rationale for Option C: The 1924 National Origins Act imposed stricter 
immigration quotas. 

Rationale for Option D: Key – The 1965 Immigration Act allowed more immigrants 
to enter the United States from Asia, Africa and Latin America. 

 
 
Sample Response: 1 point 
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American History 
Practice Test 

 
 

Question 7 
 

Question and Scoring Guidelines



60 

Question 7 

Points Possible: 1 

Course: American History 

Content Statement: The Progressive era was an effort to address 
the ills of American society stemming from industrial capitalism, 
urbanization and political corruption. (14) 



61  

Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: The passage makes no reference to the outcomes of 
child labor regulation. 

Rationale for Option B: The organization of labor would not be capable of 
artificially limiting production of any resource; it would limit the production by 
stopping production through strikes or slow-downs. 

Rationale for Option C: Key – Antitrust legislation was enacted to combat the 
negative effects that the sugar trust and other such trusts (i.e., oil, leather, salt, 
cottonseed, etc.) had on U.S. business practices. 

Rationale for Option D: Laissez-faire policies were what allowed industries to 
form trusts or develop into monopolies that had a negative effect on U.S. 
business practices. 

 
 
Sample Response: 1 point 
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American History 
Practice Test 

 
 

Question 8 
 

Question and Scoring Guidelines
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Question 8 

Points Possible: 1 

Course: American History 

Content Statement: Racial intolerance, anti-immigrant attitudes and 
the Red Scare contributed to social unrest after World War I. (17) 



65  

Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: New Deal legislation was partly in response to widespread 
unemployment, not urban conditions generally. 

Rationale for Option B: The population shift since the late 1800s had generally 
been from rural to urban areas. 

Rationale for Option C: Key – In U.S. cities, overcrowding and increased 
African-American militancy by veterans contributed to the visible racial frictions 
between the races. In addition, ethnic gangs and neglect by police strained 
racial relationships. 

Rationale for Option D: Women were not banned from the workplace. 
 

 
Sample Response: 1 point 
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American History 
Practice Test 

 
 

Question 9 
 

Question and Scoring Guidelines



68 

Question 9 

Points Possible: 1 

Course: 1945 – Present 

Content Statement: Political debates focused on the extent of the 
role of government in the economy, environmental protection, 
social welfare and national security. (31) 



69 

Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: Key – Research on the effects of pesticides, pollution and 
waste disposal, and concerns over conservation efforts led to the establishment of 
the Environmental Protection Agency. 

Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Competition in international markets, while 
related to domestic agricultural production, was not a factor that led to the 
establishment of the Environmental Protection Agency. 

Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. High levels of unemployment in the waste 
disposal industry were not a major issue in the 1960s and did not lead to the 
establishment of the Environmental Protection Agency. 

Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Increased pressure from environmentalists, 
not industrial farmers, led to the establishment of the Environmental Protection 
Agency. 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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American History 
Practice Test 

 
 

Question 10 
 

Question and Scoring Guidelines
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Question 10 

Points Possible: 1 

Course: American History 

Content Statement: The use of primary and secondary sources 
of information includes an examination of the credibility of 
each source. (2) 



73 
 

Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: The ease of availability of the source has no bearing on 
the credibility of the source content. 

Rationale for Option B: The race and gender of the author has no bearing on the 
credibility of the source content. 

Rationale for Option C: Key – Historians check a source for accuracy and internal 
consistency to decide whether it is credible. 

Rationale for Option D: The payment made to the author of a source has no 
bearing on the credibility of the source content. 

 
 
Sample Response: 1 point 
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American History 
Practice Test 

Question 11 

Question and Scoring Guidelines



76 

Question 11 

Points Possible: 1 

Course: American History 

Content Statement: Following Reconstruction, old political and 
social structures reemerged and racial discrimination was 
institutionalized. (13) 



77 

Scoring Guidelines 
First Rationale: Key – The removal of federal troops from southern states 
at the end of the Reconstruction Era helped to restore the Democratic Party’s 
control of state governments, which in turn led to the passage of discriminatory 
state laws. 

Second Rationale: In the post-Reconstruction Era, the Democratic Party, not 
the Republican Party, regained control of state governments in the South. 

Third Rationale: Grandfather clauses were a key way that state governments, 
particularly in the South, were able to institutionalize racism during the 
Jim Crow era. 

Fourth Rationale: Key – In Plessy v. Ferguson, the Supreme Court affirmed the 
constitutionality of the “separate but equal” doctrine, thereby setting the stage 
for decades of institutionalized racial discrimination. 

Fifth Rationale: State governments passed laws during this period that were 
intended to limit the ability of African Americans to vote. 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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American History 
Practice Test 

 
 

Question 12 
 

Question and Scoring Guidelines



80 

Question 12 

Points Possible: 2 

Course: American History 

Content Statement: Use of atomic weapons changed the nature 
of war, altered the balance of power and began the nuclear 
age. (23) 



81 

Scoring Guidelines 
Part A 

Rationale for Option A: By the time atomic weapons were used against Japan, 
the war in Europe was already over. 

Rationale for Option B: The Soviet Union did not enter into an alliance with the 
United States to share nuclear technology. The Soviet Union and United States 
carefully guarded their nuclear weapons programs and technologies from 
each other. 

Rationale for Option C: Key – The Soviet Union saw the United States’ possession 
and successful use of nuclear weapons as a challenge to its power and intensified 
the development of its own nuclear weapons program. It successfully exploded its 
own atomic bomb in 1949. 

Rationale for Option D: The Soviet Union did not remove itself from international 
organizations of which the United States was also a member. Most notably, the 
Soviet Union remained a founding member of the United Nations throughout the 
Cold War. 

Part B (Part A must be correct for Part B to be correct) 

Rationale for Option A: The Soviet Union was no longer fighting in World War II 
at the time the atomic bombs were dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki. 

Rationale for Option B: Key – The Soviet government prioritized the development 
of nuclear weapons in order to maintain its relevance in international affairs in the 
post-war world. 

Rationale for Option C: In the immediate post-war years, the Soviet Union wanted 
to harness nuclear technology for military purposes, not as a cheap source of 
energy. 

Rationale for Option D: The Soviet Union pursued a policy of interventionism in the 
post-war years, not isolationism. 





83 

American History 
Practice Test 

Question 12 

Sample Responses 



84 

Sample Response: 2 points 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

 



86 

Sample Response: 0 points 
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American History 
Practice Test 

Question 13 

Question and Scoring Guidelines
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Question 13 

Points Possible: 2 

Course: American History 

Content Statement: The Great Depression was caused, in part, 
by the federal government's monetary policies, stock market 
speculation and increasing consumer debt. The role of the federal 
government expanded as a result of the Great Depression. (20) 
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Scoring Guidelines 
For this item, a full-credit response includes 

 
• “Federal Reserve constricts money supply” and “Speculation and stock market 

crash” and “Excessive lending and consumer debt” into any one of the boxes 
in the top of the chart. 

AND 
 

• “Increased government spending to create jobs” into the box on the bottom 
of the chart (2 points). 

 
 
For this item, a partial-credit response includes 

 
• “Federal Reserve constricts money supply” and “Speculation and stock market 

crash” and “Excessive lending and consumer debt” into any one of the boxes 
in the top of the chart (1 point). 

OR 
 

• “Increased government spending to create jobs” into the box on the bottom 
of the chart (1 point). 
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Question 13 

Sample Responses 



92 

Sample Response: 2 points 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns full credit (2 points) for correctly completing 
the chart. The response places the three factors that led to the 
Great Depression. These factors were: 

• Excessive lending and consumer debt (banking institutions)

• Speculation and stock market crash (investors in the stock
market were buying on margin and lacked the money to
back their purchases; this helped contribute to the stock
market crash)

• Federal Reserve constricts the money supply (the Federal
Reserve limited the amount of money that banks could
lend)

The response then identifies the resulting action. 

As a result of the Great Depression, the government increased 
spending to create jobs as a part of the New Deal. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns partial credit (1 point) for correctly 
placing the causes of the Great Depression in the first 
row. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns partial credit (1 point) for correctly 
placing the result of the Great Depression in the 
second row. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns no credit (0 points). 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns no credit (0 points). 
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American History 
Practice Test 

Question 14 

Question and Scoring Guidelines
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Question 14 

Points Possible: 1 

Course: American History 

Content Statement: The use of primary and secondary sources 
of information includes an examination of the credibility of 
each source. (2) 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: Letters written by a farmer could likely be biased and less 
likely to include information about the daily life of the workers. 

Rationale for Option B: Key – A journal written by a factory worker would be the 
most credible source. 

Rationale for Option C: A novel written to persuade the government to pass 
regulations would contain bias and would not necessarily be written to portray 
actual conditions. 

Rationale for Option D: A pamphlet opposing unions would likely be biased 
and irrelevant. 

 
 
Sample Response: 1 point 
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Question and Scoring Guidelines
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Question 15 

Points Possible: 1 

Course: American History 

Content Statement: The Second Red Scare and McCarthyism 
reflected Cold War fears in American society. (25) 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: Ethel and Julius Rosenberg were convicted of passing 
nuclear secrets to the Soviet Union. 

Rationale for Option B: Whittaker Chambers and Alger Hiss were accused of being 
spies themselves. 

Rationale for Option C: Key – The House Un-American Activities Committee was 
established to investigate claims of suspected communist activity. 

Rationale for Option D: The Senate Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs was not in existence during the Cold War. 

 
 
Sample Response: 1 point 
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Question and Scoring Guidelines
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Question 16 

Points Possible: 2 

Course: American History 

Content Statement: The postwar economic boom, greatly affected 
by advances in science, produced epic changes in American life. 
(29)
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Scoring Guidelines 
For this item, a full-credit response includes 

• “Demand for automobiles increased” and the “Demand for housing increased”
under “Reasons for Prosperity After WWII”

AND

• “Sun Belt migrations” and “Suburbanization” under “Changes in American Life
Created by Prosperity” (2 points).

For this item, a partial-credit response includes 

• One correct response in both Part A and Part B (1 point).

OR

• “Demand for automobiles increased” and the “Demand for housing increased”
under “Reasons for Prosperity After WWII” (1 point).

OR

• “Sun Belt migrations” and “Suburbanization” under “Changes in American Life
Created by Prosperity” (1 point).
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Question 16 

Sample Responses 
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Sample Response: 2 points 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns full credit (2 points). This response correctly 
identifies the two reasons for prosperity after WWII and then 
correctly identifies the changes in America as a result of the 
prosperity. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns partial credit (1 point). This response 
correctly identifies the 2 changes in American life created by 
prosperity. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns partial credit (1 point). This response 
correctly identifies 1 reason for prosperity after WWII and 
correctly identifies 1 change in American life created by 
prosperity. 
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Sample Responses: 0 points 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns no credit (0 points). Although this response 
includes 1 correct reason for prosperity, the other answers given 
are incorrect. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns no credit (0 points). No correct responses are 
given. 
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Stimulus for  

Questions 17, 18, and 19 
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. 
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Question 17 

Question and Scoring Guidelines
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Question 17 

Points Possible: 1 

Course: American History 

Content Statement: Following Reconstruction, old political 
and social structures reemerged and racial discrimination 
was institutionalized. (13) 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. Following the end of the Civil War, 
African Americans were granted U.S. citizenship. 

Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. A student who chose this answer 
referenced an incorrect section of the Mississippi Constitution. 

Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. A student who chose this answer 
referenced an incorrect section of the Mississippi Constitution. 

Rationale for Option D: Key – Section 243 of the Mississippi Constitution of 1890 
institutes a two dollar poll tax that was not affordable for most African Americans. 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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Question 18 

Question and Scoring Guidelines
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Question 18 

Points Possible: 1 

Course: American History 

Content Statement: Following Reconstruction, old political 
and social structures reemerged and racial discrimination 
was institutionalized. (13) 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: African-American migration during this period was out 
of the South, not to the South and there was no movement for political jobs. 

Rationale for Option B: Key – Prior to the ratification of the Fourteenth Amendment 
in 1868, most African Americans in the South had not been considered American 
citizens and had been unable to vote. This meant that the grandfather clause 
did not include any African-American voters, who would not have had fathers 
or grandfathers able to vote prior to 1867, but allowed more whites to vote who 
otherwise could not register. 

Rationale for Option C: The Fifteenth Amendment expressly forbids denying the 
right to vote on the basis of race. The registration requirements that gave rise to 
grandfather clauses were intended to circumvent the Fifteenth Amendment. 

Rationale for Option D: After the withdrawal of federal troops from the South, 
Democrats were widely elected to state governments. Additionally, Republicans 
supported protections for African Americans. 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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American History 
Practice Test 

 
 

Question 19 
 

Question and Scoring Guidelines
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Question 19 

Points Possible: 2 

Course: American History 

Content Statement: Historians analyze cause, effect, sequence 
and correlation in historical events, including multiple causation 
and long- and short-term casual relations. (4) 
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Scoring Guidelines 
For this item, a full-credit response includes 

• “Effect” selected for “Jim Crow laws were easily adopted.”;

AND

• “Effect” selected for “African Americans’ civil rights were restricted.”;

AND

• “Effect” selected for “Many African Americans migrated to northern cities.”;

AND

• “Cause” selected for “Southern Democrats regained control of state
governments.”;

AND

• “Cause” selected for “Federal troops were removed from former
Confederate states.” (2 points).

For this item, a partial-credit response includes 

• At least three correct boxes selected (1 point).
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Question 19 

Sample Responses 
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Sample Response: 2 points 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns full credit (2 points). The student demonstrates 
knowledge of cause and effect of the Mississippi Constitution 
and correctly identified all five statements as causes or effects. 
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Sample Responses: 1 point 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Notes on Scoring 

 
This response earns partial credit (1 point) for identifying at least 
three of the correct causes and effects of the Mississippi 
Constitution. 

 
Notes on Scoring 

 
This response earns partial credit (1 point) for identifying at least 
three of the correct causes and effects of the Mississippi 
Constitution. 
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Sample Responses: 0 points 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns no credit (0 points). The student either did 
not make a selection or did not correctly identify three of the 
five causes and effects of the Mississippi Constitution of 1890. 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns no credit (0 points). The student either did 
not make a selection or did not correctly identify three of the 
five causes and effects of the Mississippi Constitution of 1890. 
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Practice Test 

Question 20 

Question and Scoring Guidelines
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Question 20 

Scoring Guidelines 
A full-credit (1 point) response includes: 

• Selecting Theodore Roosevelt’s statement;

AND

• Selecting “Conservation reform” (1 point).

Points Possible: 1 

Course: 1877 – 1945 

Content Statement: The Progressive Era was an effort to address the 
ills of American society stemming from industrial capitalism, 
urbanization and political corruption. (14) 
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Practice Test 

 
 

Question 20 

Sample Responses 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns full credit (1 point) because the 
student correctly selected Theodore Roosevelt’s 
statement and “Conservation reform.” 



137 

Sample Response: 0 points 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns no credit (0 points) because the 
student did not make any correct selections. 
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Practice Test 

Question 21 

Question and Scoring Guidelines
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Question 21 

Points Possible: 1 

Course: 1945 – Present 

Content Statement: The United States faced new political, national 
security and economic challenges in the post-Cold War world and 
following the attacks on September 11, 2001. (33) 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. The United States did not withdraw from 
NATO; in fact, the United States took the lead in expanding NATO. 

Rationale for Option B: Key – The United States reduced defense spending due to 
the end of the Cold War. 

Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. Containment is a post-WWII policy that 
would have ended with the decline in Cold War hostilities. 

Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. The U.S. nuclear program did not end after 
the end of the Cold War. 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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American History 
Practice Test 

Question 22 

Question and Scoring Guidelines
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Question 22 

Points Possible: 1 

Course: 1945 – Present 

Content Statement: The United States followed a policy of 
containment during the Cold War in response to the spread of 
communism. (24) 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. The Marshall Plan was an economic 
recovery plan, not a military one. 

Rationale for Option B: Key – The Marshall Plan provided aid to European nations 
to rebuild, in the hopes that a strong economy would help them resist 
communism. 

Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. The Marshall Plan was an economic 
recovery plan focused on Europe, not domestic communism. 

Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. NATO was the military alliance among the 
Western European and North American nations to resist Soviet aggression. 

 
 
Sample Response: 1 point 
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Question 23 
 

Question and Scoring Guidelines
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Question 23 

Points Possible: 1 

Course: 1945 – Present 

Content Statement: The Second Red Scare and McCarthyism 
reflected Cold War fears in American society. (25) 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: Key – Senator Joseph McCarthy led the campaign to find 
and remove suspected communists from the government and society. 

Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Progressivism is a broad ideology based on 
the idea of progress in the late 19th century to cure the ills of American society 
that arose, especially in cities, during the industrial era. 

Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. The Marshall Plan was designed to help 
Western Europe after World War II. 

Rationale for Option D: This in incorrect. The counterculture movement occurred 
during the 1960s. This movement was anti-establishment and challenged the 
social and cultural mores of that period. 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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Practice Test 

Question 24 

Question and Scoring Guidelines
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Question 24 

Points Possible: 1 

Course: Skills and Documents 

Content Statement: Historians develop theses and use evidence to 
support or refute positions. (3) 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: Key – Jefferson was writing about his belief that laws must 
be able to change to remain current as times change. 

Rationale for Option B: Jefferson refers to laws changing, not a lack of value. 

Rationale for Option C: Jefferson does not reference the people or their ability to 
govern. 

Rationale for Option D: Individual rights and the common good are not 
referenced by Jefferson. 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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Question 25 
 

Question and Scoring Guidelines
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Question 25 

Points Possible: 2 

Course: 1945 – Present 

Content Statement: The United States faced new political, national 
security and economic challenges in the post-Cold War world and 
following the attacks on September 11, 2001. (33) 
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Scoring Guidelines 
For this item, a full-credit response includes: 

 
• “Responding to instability in the Middle East” in any box; 

AND 

• “Countering the use of terrorism” in any box; 

AND 

• “Balancing national security and civil liberties” in any box; 

AND 

• “Protecting against possible attacks in the U.S.” in any box (2 points). 
 
 

For this item, a partial credit response includes: 
 

• Any two correct challenges in the blank boxes (1 point). 
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Practice Test 

Question 25 

Sample Responses 
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Sample Response: 2 points 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns full credit (2 points) for correctly 
selecting and placing the challenges. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns partial credit (1 point) for correctly 
selecting and placing two of the four challenges. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns partial credit (1 point) for correctly 
selecting and placing two of the four challenges. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns no credit (0 points) for selecting 
and placing incorrect challenges. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns no credit (0 points) for selecting 
and placing incorrect challenges. 
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Practice Test 

Question 26 

Question and Scoring Guidelines
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Question 26 

Points Possible: 1 

Course: American History 

Content Statement: Political debates focused on the extent of the 
role of the government in the economy, environmental protection, 
social welfare and national security. (31) 
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Scoring Guidelines 
For this item, a full-credit response includes: 

 
•  “communism and socialism” selected in the first drop-down, 

AND 
 

• “global nuclear war” selected in the second drop-down (1 point). 
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American History 
Practice Test 

Question 26 

Sample Responses 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns full credit (1 point) for correctly 
choosing communism and socialism selected in 
the first drop-down and global nuclear war 
selected in the second drop-down. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
Notes on Scoring 

 
This response earns no credit (0 points) since only the 
second drop down box of global nuclear war was 
correctly selected. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
Notes on Scoring 

 
This response earns no credit (0 points) since neither 
drop down box was correctly selected. 
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Question 27 
 

Question and Scoring Guidelines
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Question 27 

Points Possible: 2 

Course: American History 

Content Statement: The rise of corporations, heavy industry, 
mechanized farming and technological innovations transformed 
the American economy from an agrarian to an increasingly urban 
industrial society. (10) 
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Scoring Guidelines 
A full-credit response (2 points) includes: 

• Telephone: Enabled people to communicate over longer distances 

AND 

• Automobile: Increased the mobility of the population 

AND 

• Motion picture: Aided the spread of popular culture 

AND 

• Incandescent lightbulb: Allowed businesses to operate for longer hours 

AND 

• Mechanized assembly line: Allowed factory production to become more 
efficient 

AND 

• Mechanized farming practices: Reduced the need for agricultural workers 

  
A partial-credit response (1 point) includes: 

 
• 4 or 5 correct matches from the list above. 
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Question 27 

Sample Responses 
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Sample Response: 2 points 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns full credit (2 points) since all six of 
the “impact” choices were correctly matched with 
the “technological innovation”. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
Notes on Scoring 

 
This response earns partial credit (1 point) since four of 
the “impact” choices were correctly matched with the 
“technological innovation”. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
Notes on Scoring 

 
This response earns partial credit (1point) since four of 
the “impact” choices were correctly matched with the 
“technological innovation”. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns no credit (0 points) since three or 
less “impact” choices were correctly matched with 
the “technological innovation”. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns no credit (0 points) since three or 
less “impact” choices were correctly matched with 
the “technological innovation”. 
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