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Grade 8 ELA 
Practice Test 

Content Summary and Answer Key 
Question 

No. 
Item 
Type Topic Content 

Standard 
Answer 

Key Points 

1 Multiple 
Choice Literary 

Analyze how differences in the 
points of view and perspectives 
of the characters and the 
audience or reader (e.g., 
created through the use of 
dramatic irony) create such 
effects as suspense or humor. 

D 1 point 

2 Multiple 
Choice Literary 

Determine the meaning of words 
and phrases as they are used in a 
text, including figurative and 
connotative meanings; analyze 
the impact of specific word 
choices on meaning, mood, and 
tone, including analogies or 
allusions to other texts. 

C 1 point 

3 Hot Text 
Item Literary 

Cite the textual evidence that 
most strongly supports an analysis 
of what the text says explicitly as 
well as inferences drawn from 
the text. 

--- 1 point 

4 Multiple 
Choice Literary 

Analyze how particular lines of 
dialogue or incidents in a story or 
drama propel the action, reveal 
aspects of a character, or 
provoke a decision. 

A 1 point 

5 Hot Text 
Item Literary 

Determine or clarify the meaning 
of unknown and multiple- 
meaning words or phrases based 
on grade 8 reading and content, 
choosing flexibly from a range of 
strategies. 

--- 1 point 

6 

Evidence- 
Based 
Selected 
Response 

Literary 

Analyze literary text 
development. a. Determine a 
theme of a text and analyze its 
development over the course of 
the text, including its relationship 
to the characters, setting, and 
plot. b. Incorporate a theme 
and its relationship to other story 
elements into an objective 
summary of the text.

C; B 2 points 
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Grade 8 ELA 
Practice Test 

Content Summary and Answer Key 
 

Question 
No. 

Item 
Type Topic Content 

Standard 
Answer 

Key Points 

7 Multiple 
Choice Literary 

Analyze how differences in the 
points of view and perspectives 
of the characters and the 
audience or reader (e.g., 
created through the use of 
dramatic irony) create such 
effects as suspense or humor. 

C 1 point 

8 Multiple 
Choice   Informational 

Analyze in detail the structure of 
a specific paragraph in a text, 
including the role of particular 
sentences in developing and 
refining a key concept. 

C 1 point 

9 Multiple 
Choice   Informational 

Determine the meaning of words 
and phrases as they are used in 
a text, including figurative and 
connotative meanings; analyze 
the impact of specific word 
choices on meaning, mood, and 
tone, including analogies or 
allusions to other texts. 

A 1 point 

10 Multiple 
Choice   Informational 

Determine the meaning of words 
and phrases as they are used in 
a text, including figurative and 
connotative meanings; analyze 
the impact of specific word 
choices on meaning, mood, and 
tone, including analogies or 
allusions to other texts. 

D 1 point 

11 
Multi- 
Select 
Item 

Informational 

Cite the textual evidence that 
most strongly supports an analysis 
of what the text says explicitly as 
well as inferences drawn from 
the text. 

C, E 1 point 
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Grade 8 ELA 
Practice Test 

Content Summary and Answer Key 
Question 

No. 
Item 
Type Topic Content 

Standard 
Answer 

Key Points 

12 Multiple 
Choice Informational 

Determine or clarify the 
meaning of unknown and 
multiple-meaning words or 
phrases based on grade 8 
reading and content, choosing 
flexibly from a range of 
strategies. 

C 1 point 

13 Multiple 
Choice  Informational 

Analyze in detail the structure of 
a specific paragraph in a text, 
including the role of particular 
sentences in developing and 
refining a key concept. 

C 1 point 

14 

Evidence- 
Based 
Selected 
Response 

Informational 

Analyze informational text 
development. a. Determine a 
central idea of a text and 
analyze its development over 
the course of the text, including 
its relationship to supporting 
ideas. b. Incorporate central 
ideas and their relationships into 
an objective summary of the 
text. 

A; B 2 points 

15 Matching 
Item Informational 

Analyze a case in which two or 
more texts provide conflicting 
information on the same topic 
and identify where the texts 
disagree on matters of fact or 
interpretation. 

--- 1 point 

16 Extended 
Response Writing 

Write informative/explanatory 
texts to examine a topic and 
convey ideas, concepts, and 
information through the 
selection, organization, and 
analysis of relevant content. 

--- 10 points 
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Grade 8 
English Language Arts 

Practice Test 

Stimulus for Questions 1 – 7 



2 

Stimulus for Questions 1 – 7



3 
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Grade 8 
English Language Arts 

Practice Test 

Question 1 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 



6 

Question 1 

Points Possible: 1 

Topic: Literary 

Content Standard: Analyze how differences in the points of view and 
perspectives of the characters and the audience or reader  
(e.g., created through the use of dramatic irony) create effects such 
as suspense or humor. 



7  

Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. Although Alice is sometimes unsure of 
how the Queen will react to her, there is not a sense of fear in the passage. 

 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Although the Queen presents herself as 
a domineering, commanding presence, the passage does not suggest that 
Alice should follow the Queen. 

 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. Alice is overwhelmed by the scenery in 
the garden, but this is not revealed through the Queen’s perspective. It is 
revealed through Alice’s perspective. 

 
Rationale for Option D: Key – It is through the Queen’s perspective that the 
reader (and Alice) realizes that the garden follows a very different set of 
rules than the normal world. 

 
Sample Response: 1 point 
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Grade 8 
English Language Arts 

Practice Test 

Question 2 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 



10 

Question 2 

Points Possible: 1 

Topic: Literary 

Content Standard: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as 
they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative 
meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning, 
mood, and tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts. 



11  

Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. Although Alice spends the entire 
passage trying to adapt to a new environment, this sentence does not show 
her adapting. 

 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Alice seems a little on edge in the 
Queen’s presence, but she doesn’t seem excited, and the word choice does 
not highlight any excitement in paragraph 4. 

 
Rationale for Option C: Key – Alice seems hesitant about the Queen’s words, 
but is unsure whether to trust herself on this feeling. Words like “wondered” and 
“awe” and “disbelieve” help to show the confusion of her thoughts. 

 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. While the Queen’s statements are 
nonsensical, nothing in this sentence shows that Alice’s reaction to them is 
surprising. 

 
Sample Response: 1 point 
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Grade 8 
English Language Arts 

Practice Test 

Question 3 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 3 

Scoring Guidelines 
For this item, a full-credit response includes: 

• “Alice didn’t dare to argue the point, but went on: ‘—and I thought I’d try
and find my way to the top of that hill—’” (1 point).

Points Possible: 1 

Topic: Literary 

Content Standard: Cite the textual evidence that most strongly 
supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the text. 
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Grade 8 
English Language Arts 

Practice Test 

Question 3 

Sample Responses 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns full credit (1 point) because the correct 
detail is selected. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Notes on Scoring 

 
This response earns no credit (0 points) because the detail 
selected is incorrect. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns no credit (0 points) because the detail 
selected is incorrect. 
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Grade 8 
English Language Arts 

Practice Test 

Question 4 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 



20 

Question 4 

Points Possible: 1 

Topic: Literary 

Content Standard: Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or 
incidents in a story or drama propel the action, reveal aspects of a 
character, or provoke a decision. 



21  

Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: Key – Alice is excited, and says “Oh, what fun it is!”. 
She is beginning to accept the world around her on its own terms. 

 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Alice wishes she could join the pawns, 
suggesting that she might want companionship; however, the context 
suggests that her desire to join the pawns comes more from eagerness to join 
the game than from loneliness. 

 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. While Alice is beginning to enjoy 
herself, paragraph 14 does not show that she feels comfortable around the 
Queen, and in paragraph 15, she still acts shy when speaking to the Queen. 

 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Alice does show that she has a 
knowledge of chess, but she does not actually know more than the Queen, 
who explains the rules in the next paragraph. 

 
Sample Response: 1 point 
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Grade 8 
English Language Arts 

Practice Test 

Question 5 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 



24 

Question 5 

Scoring Guidelines 
For this item, a full-credit response includes: 

• “‘No, I shouldn’t,’ said Alice,” AND “‘a hill CAN'T be a valley, you know.
That would be nonsense—’” (1 point).

Points Possible: 1 

Topic: Literary 

Content Standard: Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and 
multiple-meaning words or phrases based on grade 8 reading and 
content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 
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Grade 8 
English Language Arts 

Practice Test 

Question 5 

Sample Responses 



26 

Sample Response: 1 point 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns full credit (1 point) because both correct 
details are selected. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Notes on Scoring 

 
This response earns no credit (0 points) because one of the 
details selected is incorrect. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns no credit (0 points) because one of the 
details selected is incorrect. 
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Grade 8 
English Language Arts 

Practice Test 

Question 6 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 



30 

Question 6 

Points Possible: 2 

Topic: Literary 

Content Standard: Analyze literary text development. 
a. Determine a theme of a text and analyze its development over
the course of the text, including its relationship to the characters,
setting, and plot.
b. Incorporate a theme and its relationship to other story elements
into an objective summary of the text.
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Scoring Guidelines 
Part A 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. Although Alice runs very fast in order to 
get to the chessboard, this is not a theme of the text, as she never reaches her 
goal. 

 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Although Alice wants to play chess, this 
is not a theme of the passage. 

 
Rationale for Option C: Key – The passage shows how unsure and out of place 
Alice feels in a new place because she does not understand how it works. 

 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Alice does attempt to show respect to 
the Queen, but this is not a theme of the passage. 

 
Part B 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. Although the Queen’s statements 
confuse her, Alice does not misunderstand them. 

 
Rationale for Option B: Key – Alice’s actions develop the theme through her 
questioning of everything she sees. This demonstrates her discomfort and her 
attempts to make sense of the new place. 

 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. Alice does work to befriend the Queen; 
however, she does not do so in order to learn the way home, nor does this 
develop the theme of the passage. 

 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. This may be an attractive option if a 
student selects the idea that the theme is that people should work hard to 
reach their goals; however, that is not the theme of the passage (nor does 
Alice reach the chessboard). 
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Grade 8 
English Language Arts 

Practice Test 

Question 6 

Sample Responses 



34 

Sample Response: 2 points 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns full credit (2 points) because it correctly 
identifies the correct response in Part A as well as in Part B. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 
 

 
 
 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 
 

This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the 
correct answer; however, the response for Part B is incorrect 
and does not earn a point. In order to earn full credit for this 
item, both Part A and Part B must be correct. 



36 

Sample Response: 1 point 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the 
correct answer; however, the response for Part B is incorrect 
and does not earn a point. In order to earn full credit for this 
item, both Part A and Part B must be correct. 



37  

Sample Response: 1 point 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Notes on Scoring 

 
This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the 
correct answer; however, the response for Part B is incorrect 
and does not earn a point. In order to earn full credit for this 
item, both Part A and Part B must be correct. 



38 

Sample Response: 0 points 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns no credit (0 points). Part B offers the 
correct answer; however, the answer selected in Part A is 
incorrect. In order to earn full credit for this item, both Part A 
and Part B must be correct. In order to earn partial credit for 
this item, Part A must be correct. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Notes on Scoring 

 
This response earns no credit (0 points) because the answers 
selected for Part A and Part B are incorrect. 
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Grade 8 
English Language Arts 

Practice Test 

Question 7 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 



42 

Question 7 

Points Possible: 1 

Topic: Literary 

Content Standard: Analyze how differences in the points of view and 
perspectives of the characters and the audience or reader  
(e.g., created through the use of dramatic irony) create effects such 
as suspense or humor. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. The Queen has authority over Alice, 
but that is not highlighted by the difference between their perspectives. 

 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. The difference between Alice’s and 
the Queen’s perspectives highlights the strangeness of Alice’s situation, but 
there is no evidence that Alice is nervous. 

 
Rationale for Option C: Key – The difference in perspectives highlights the 
absurdity of Alice’s situation and creates a humorous effect. 

 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. The Queen and Alice do not see reality 
the same way, but that does not create distrust between them in these 
paragraphs. 

 
Sample Response: 1 point 
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Grade 8 
English Language Arts 

Practice Test 

Stimulus for Questions 8 – 16 
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Stimulus for Questions 8 – 16 
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48 
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Grade 8 
English Language Arts 

Practice Test 

Question 8 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 8 

Points Possible: 1 

Topic: Informational 

Content Standard: Analyze in detail the structure of a specific 
paragraph in a text, including the role of particular sentences in 
developing and refining a key concept. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. While the paragraph provides insight 
into the difficult nature of the search, an understanding of Bingham’s skills and 
expertise is not a central idea of the passage. 

 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. While the paragraph provides some 
details of the search, these details do not provide context that help the reader 
understand the importance of the discovery in terms of historical significance. 

 
Rationale for Option C: Key – The paragraph provides the first glimpse into the 
challenges faced by Bingham and implies that the difficulty of the search 
contributed to keeping the site hidden for centuries, providing support that the 
site has historical significance. 

 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. While the paragraph does detail some 
challenges faced by Bingham and demonstrates his persistence in achieving 
his goal, it does not provide support that the search was dangerous or that this 
danger is what prevented others from finding the site. 

 
Sample Response: 1 point 
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Grade 8 
English Language Arts 

Practice Test 

Question 9 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 



56 

Question 9 

Points Possible: 1 

Topic: Informational 

Content Standard: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as 
they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative meanings; 
analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning, mood, and 
tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: Key – Bingham was astonished by the magnificence of 
what he had discovered. 

 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. While he was faced with unusual 
artifacts and architecture, Bingham was not fearful of what he had 
discovered. 

 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. While Bingham was intrigued by how 
the altar, among other structures, had been built, “gaped in awe” refers to his 
overwhelming astonishment over what he had finally found. 

 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. While Bingham was likely very tired from 
his long search for Machu Picchu, gaping in awe reflects his astonishment and 
wonder, not his exhaustion. 

 
Sample Response: 1 point 
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Grade 8 
English Language Arts 

Practice Test 

Question 10 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 10 

Points Possible: 1 

Topic: Informational 

Content Standard: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as 
they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative meanings; 
analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning, mood, and 
tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. While Bingham was digging for 
artifacts that could change the shape and appearance of the area, the 
meaning of “yielded scores” is not “shaped easily”. 

 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. While “waited” is another definition for 
“yielded”, “waited nearby” is not the meaning of the phrase as it is used in this 
sentence. 

 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. Although Bingham was exploring the 
area in search of archaeological artifacts, “explored often” is not the meaning 
of the phrase “yielded scores”. 

 
Rationale for Option D: Key – “Produced many” is a synonym for “yielded 
scores” and demonstrates that the ruins held a number of important artifacts, 
which were produced during the excavation and are listed in the sentence 
immediately following the phrase. 

 
Sample Response: 1 point 
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Grade 8 
English Language Arts 

Practice Test 

Question 11 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 11 

Points Possible: 1 

Topic: Informational 

Content Standard: Cite the textual evidence that most strongly 
supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the text. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for First Option: This is incorrect. This detail describes Bingham’s long 
search, but it does not mention a collaborative effort to discover Machu Picchu. 

 
Rationale for Second Option: This is incorrect. This detail describes the challenges 
of Bingham’s long search, but it does not mention a collaborative effort to 
discover Machu Picchu. 

 
Rationale for Third Option: Key – This detail indicates that Bingham did not work 
alone in his discovery. 

 
Rationale for Fourth Option: This is incorrect. This detail indicates that previous 
explorers had studied the Inca civilization, but it does not mention a collaborative 
effort to discover Machu Picchu. 

 
Rationale for Fifth Option: Key – This detail suggests that Bingham did not work 
alone in his discovery. 
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Grade 8 
English Language Arts 

Practice Test 

Question 11 

Sample Responses 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns full credit (1 point) because the two 
correct choices are selected. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Notes on Scoring 

 
This response earns no credit (0 points) because one of the 
selected choices is incorrect. In order to receive full credit for 
this item, both selections must be correct. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns no credit (0 points) because one of the 
selected choices is incorrect. In order to receive full credit for 
this item, both selections must be correct. 
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Grade 8 
English Language Arts 

Practice Test 

Question 12 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 



72 

Question 12 

Points Possible: 1 

Topic: Informational 

Content Standard: Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and 
multiple-meaning words or phrases based on grade 8 reading and 
content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. While Machu Picchu is an ancient 
location, the word “tangible” neither relates to its age nor value. 

 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. While the important site was found with 
great difficulty, this is not the meaning of the word “tangible” as it is used in this 
sentence. 

 
Rationale for Option C: Key – Machu Picchu is important to the legacy of the 
Incas because it provides concrete physical proof of its existence in history. 

 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. While the site of Machu Picchu is likely 
dramatic and beautiful, this is not the meaning of the word “tangible” as it is 
used in this sentence. 

 
Sample Response: 1 point 
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Grade 8 
English Language Arts 

Practice Test 

Question 13 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 13 

Points Possible: 1 

Topic: Informational 

Content Standard: Analyze in detail the structure of a specific 
paragraph in a text, including the role of particular sentences in 
developing and refining a key concept. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. While the paragraph does allude to 
the structures that had been “cut naturally” into the rock, the focus of the 
paragraph is on the magnificence of the architecture amidst the natural 
setting rather than the difficulty of building it. 

 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. While paragraph 9 mentions the Incas’ 
“sophisticated understanding” of wild plants, paragraph 10 merely describes 
the “rich diversity of flora and fauna” without making any connection to what 
the Incas understood. 

 
Rationale for Option C: Key – Paragraph 10 has a descriptive structure that 
explains how the architecture of Machu Picchu blends in with its location in 
nature. 

 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. While some of the description (“in the 
midst of a tropical mountain forest”, “cut naturally into the continuous rock”) 
might suggest that it was difficult to find Machu Picchu, this paragraph 
explains the relationship between the artificial and the natural that is present 
at Machu Picchu. 

 
Sample Response: 1 point 
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Grade 8 
English Language Arts 

Practice Test 

Question 14 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 14 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Points Possible: 2 

 
Topic: Informational 

 
Content Standard: Analyze informational text development.  
a. Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over 
the course of the text, including its relationship to supporting ideas.  
b. Incorporate central ideas and their relationships into an objective 
summary of the text. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Part A 
Rationale for Option A: Key – Passage 2 develops the idea of the cultural 
importance of Machu Picchu throughout the passage, and states in 
paragraph 11 that it is “one of the most important cultural sites in Latin 
America”. 

 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. The author mentions the important 
archaeological work completed at Machu Picchu, but this is not connected 
to a central idea related to its educational importance. 

 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. The distant and pristine location of 
Machu Picchu is discussed, but this is a detail in the passage and not a 
developed central idea. 

 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. The author mentions the invading 
armies of the Spaniards and the vast area that the Inca civilization covered, 
but this is does not develop a central idea of how Machu Picchu brought 
different civilizations together. 

 
Part B 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. While this excerpt highlights the unique 
location of Machu Picchu, it does not introduce the idea that it is of cultural 
importance. 

 
Rationale for Option B: Key – This phrase introduces the idea that Machu 
Picchu is of cultural importance by establishing the significance of its artistic, 
architectural and land use achievements. 

 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. While this excerpt develops the idea 
that Machu Picchu changed hands when the Spaniards conquered the Incan 
Empire, it is not how the cultural importance of the site is introduced. 

 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. While Machu Picchu remained 
unknown to the outside world, this is not how the author introduces the idea 
that it is culturally important. 
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Grade 8 
English Language Arts 

Practice Test 

Question 14 

Sample Responses 
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Sample Response: 2 points 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns full credit (2 points) because the correct 
response is selected in Part A as well as in Part B. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Notes on Scoring 

 
This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the 
correct answer; however, no response is selected for Part B. In 
order to earn full credit for this item, both Part A and Part B 
must be correct. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the 
correct answer; however, the response selected for Part B is 
incorrect and does not earn a point. In order to earn full 
credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be correct. 



87 

Sample Response: 1 point 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the 
correct answer; however, the response selected for Part B is 
incorrect and does not earn a point. In order to earn full 
credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be correct. 



88 

Sample Response: 1 point 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the 
correct answer; however, the response selected for Part B is 
incorrect and does not earn a point. In order to earn full 
credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be correct. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Notes on Scoring 

 
This response earns no credit (0 points). Part B offers the correct 
answer; however, the answer selected in Part A is incorrect. In 
order to earn full credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be 
correct. In order to receive partial credit for this item, Part A must 
be correct. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns no credit (0 points) because the answers 
selected for Part A and Part B are incorrect. 
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Grade 8 
English Language Arts 

Practice Test 

Question 15 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 15 

Scoring Guidelines 
For this item, a full-credit response includes: 

• “Both” selected for “Visitors will enjoy beautiful scenery while at Machu
Picchu.”;
AND

• “Passage 2” selected for “Machu Picchu needs to be carefully protected
from visitors.”;
AND

• “Passage 1” selected for “Visitors use Machu Picchu as a place for
consideration and reflection.” (1 point).

Points Possible: 1 

Topic: Informational 

Content Standard: Analyze a case in which two or more texts 
provide conflicting information on the same topic and identify 
where the texts disagree on matters of fact or interpretation. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns full credit (1 point) because the correct 
box is selected for each row in the table. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Notes on Scoring 

 
This response earns no credit (0 points) because one of the 
three boxes selected is incorrect. 



96 

Sample Response: 0 points 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns no credit (0 points) because two of the 
three boxes selected are incorrect. 
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Question 16 

Points Possible: 10 

Topic: Writing 

Content Standard: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a 
topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the 
selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
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Sample Response: 10 points 
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Purpose, Focus, and 
Organization (4-point 

Rubric) 

Evidence and 
Elaboration 

(4-point Rubric) 

Conventions of 
Standard English 

(2-point Rubric begins 
at score point 2) 

4 4 2 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns full credit (10 points). 

Purpose, Focus, and Organization – The response is fully sustained 
and consistently focused within the purpose, audience, and task 
with effective organizational structure, earning the maximum four 
points in the assigned category. 

Evidence and Elaboration – The response also earns the maximum 
four points for providing thorough, convincing, and credible 
support while citing evidence for the controlling idea.  

Conventions – Finally, this response earns the maximum two points 
for demonstrating an adequate command of basic conventions. 
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Sample Response: 8 points 
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Purpose, Focus, and 
Organization (4-point 

Rubric) 

Evidence and 
Elaboration 

(4-point Rubric) 

Conventions of 
Standard English 

(2-point Rubric begins 
at score point 2) 

3 3 2 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns partial credit (8 points). 

Purpose, Focus, and Organization – The response is 
adequately sustained and generally focused within the 
purpose, audience, and task with evident organizational 
structure, earning three out of four points in the assigned 
category. 

Evidence and Elaboration – The response also earns three out 
of four possible points in the category of evidence and 
elaboration for providing adequate support when citing 
evidence for the controlling idea.  

Conventions – Finally, this response earns the maximum two 
points allowed for demonstrating an adequate command of 
basic conventions. 
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Sample Response: 5 points 
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Purpose, Focus, and 
Organization (4-point 

Rubric) 

Evidence and 
Elaboration 

(4-point Rubric) 

Conventions of 
Standard English 

(2-point Rubric begins 
at score point 2) 

2 2 1 
 

 

 
Notes on Scoring 

 
This response earns partial credit (5 points).  
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – The response is 
somewhat sustained within the purpose, audience, and task, 
but may include some extraneous material. Likewise, its 
organization may be inconsistent, earning two out of the four 
possible points for this category. 

 
Evidence and Elaboration – The response also earns two out 
of four possible points for evidence and elaboration, as the 
response provides uneven support for the controlling idea.  
 
Conventions – Finally, this response earns one out of two 
possible points for demonstrating a partial command of 
basic conventions. 
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Sample Response: 3 points 
 

 
 

Purpose, Focus, and 
Organization (4-point 

Rubric) 

Evidence and 
Elaboration 

(4-point Rubric) 

Conventions of 
Standard English 

(2-point Rubric begins 
at score point 2) 

1 1 1 
 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 
 

This response earns partial credit (3 points).  
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – The response is related 
to the topic but demonstrates little awareness of the 
purpose, audience, and task, and has no discernible 
organizational structure, earning one out of four possible 
points for this category. 

 
Evidence and Elaboration – The response also earns one out 
of four possible points for evidence and elaboration, as it 
provides cursory support for the controlling idea.  
 
Conventions – Finally, this response earns one out of two 
possible points for demonstrating a partial command of 
basic conventions. 
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