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Grade 7 ELA 
Practice Test 

Content Summary and Answer Key 
 

Question 
No. 

Item 
Type Topic Content 

Standard 
Answer 

Key Points 

 
 
 

1 

 
 
 
Multiple 
Choice 

 
 
 
Literary 

Determine or clarify the meaning 
of unknown and multiple- 
meaning words and phrases 
based on grade 7 reading and 
content, choosing flexibly from a 
range of strategies. 

 
 
 

A 

 
 
 

1 point 

 
 

2 

 
 
Multiple 
Choice 

 
 
Literary 

 

Analyze how an author uses the 
point of view to develop and 
contrast the perspectives of 
different characters or narrators 
in a text. 

 
 

D 

 
 

1 point 

 
 
 
 
 

3 

 
 
 
 
Multiple 
Choice 

 
 
 
 
Literary 

Determine the meaning of words 
and phrases as they are used in 
a text, including figurative and 
connotative meanings; analyze 
the impact of specific language 
choices, such as sensory words or 
phrases, on meaning and tone, 
including rhymes and other 
repetitions of sounds (e.g., 
alliteration) on a specific verse or 
stanza of a poem or section of a 
story or drama. 

 
 
 
 
 

B 

 
 
 
 
 

1 point 

 
 
 
 

4 

 
 
 
 
Multiple 
Choice 

 
 
 
 
Literary 

Determine the meaning of words 
and phrases as they are used in 
a text, including figurative and 
connotative meanings; analyze 
the impact of specific language 
choices, such as sensory words or 
phrases, on meaning and tone, 
including rhymes and other 
repetitions of sounds (e.g., 
alliteration) on a specific verse or 
stanza of a poem or section of a 
story or drama. 

 
 
 
 

A 

 
 
 
 

1 point 

 
 

5 

 

Multi- 
Select 
Item 

 
 
Literary 

Cite several pieces of textual 
evidence to support analysis of 
what the text says explicitly as 
well as inferences drawn from 
the text. 

 
 

B, E 

 
 

1 point 
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Grade 7 ELA 
Practice Test 

Content Summary and Answer Key 
 

Question 
No. 

Item 
Type Topic Content 

Standard 
Answer 

Key Points 

 
 

6 

 

Multiple 
Choice 

 

Literary 
Analyze how particular elements 
of a story or drama interact (e.g., 
how setting shapes the 
characters or plot). 

 
 

C 

 
 

1 point 

 

 

7 

 

Multi- 
Select 
Item 

 
 
 
Literary 

Analyze literary text 
development. a. Determine a 
theme of a text and analyze its 
development over the course of 
the text. b. Incorporate the 
development of a theme and 
other story details into an 
objective summary of the text. 

 

B, C, F 

 

1 point 

 
 
 

8 

 
 
 
Multiple 
Choice 

 
 

Literary 

Compare and contrast a 
fictional portrayal of a time, 
place, or character and a 
historical account of the same 
period as a means of 
understanding how authors of 
fiction use or alter history. 

 
 
 

B 

 
 
 

1 point 

 
 
 

9 

 
 
 
Matching 
Item 

 
 
Literary 

Compare and contrast a 
fictional portrayal of a time, 
place, or character and a 
historical account of the same 
period as a means of 
understanding how authors of 
fiction use or alter history. 

 
 
 

--- 

 
 
 
1 point 

 
 

10 

 
Evidence- 
Based 
Selected 
Response 

 
 
 Informational 

Analyze the structure an author 
uses to organize a text, including 
how the major sections 
contribute to the whole and to 
the development of the ideas. 

 
 

C; B 

 
 

2 points 

 
 
 

11 

 
 
Hot Text 
Item 

 
 
Informational 

Trace and evaluate the 
argument and specific claims in 
a text, assessing whether the 
reasoning is sound and the 
evidence is relevant and 
sufficient to support the claims. 

 
 
 

--- 

 
 
 

2 points 
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Grade 7 ELA 
Practice Test 

Content Summary and Answer Key 
 

Question 
No. 

Item 
Type Topic Content 

Standard 
Answer 

Key Points 

 
 
 

12 

 
 
 
Multiple 
Choice 

 
 
 
Informational 

 
Analyze the structure an author 
uses to organize a text, 
including how the major 
sections contribute to the whole 
and to the development of the 
ideas. 

 
 
 

D 

 
 
 

1 point 

 
 

13 

 
Evidence- 
Based 
Selected 
Response 

 
 
Informational 

Cite several pieces of textual 
evidence to support analysis of 
what the text says explicitly as 
well as inferences drawn from 
the text. 

 
 

C; A, B 

 
 

2 points 

 
 
 
 

14 

 
 
 
Multiple 
Choice 

 
 
 
 
Informational 

Determine or clarify the 
meaning of unknown and 
multiple-meaning words and 
phrases based on grade 7 
reading and content, choosing 
flexibly from a range of 
strategies. 

 
 
 
 

A 

 
 
 
 

1 point 

 
 
 

15 

 
 
 
 
Hot Text 
Item 

 
 
 
 
Informational 

Analyze informational text 
development. a. Determine two 
or more central ideas in a text 
and analyze their development 
over the course of the text. b. 
Provide an objective summary 
of the text that includes the 
central ideas and their 
development. 

 
 

B, E; C 

 
 

2 points 

 
 
 

16 

 
 
 
Matching 
Item 

 
 
Informational 

Analyze how two or more 
authors writing about the same 
topic shape their presentations 
of key information by 
emphasizing different evidence 
or advancing different 
interpretations of facts. 

 
 
 

--- 

 
 
 

1 point 

 
17 Extended 

Response 
Writing Write arguments to support 

claims with clear reasons and 
relevant evidence. 

 
 

--- 

 
 
10 points 
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Grade 7 
English Language Arts 

Practice Test 

Stimulus for Questions 1 – 9 
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Stimulus for Questions 1 – 9 
 

 



3  

 

 



4  
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Grade 7 
English Language Arts 

Practice Test 

Question 1 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 1 
 

 
 
 

  
Points Possible: 1 

 
Topic: Literary 

 
Content Standard: Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and 
multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 7 reading and 
content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 



7  

Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: Key – The phrase is a reference to the height of the 
mountains; they are among some of the highest peaks on Earth. 

 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. While it may seem logical that a roof 
would protect surrounding areas from inclement weather, this is not the 
meaning of this phrase. 

 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. While it may seem logical that the view 
is wonderful from this vantage point, this is not the true meaning of the phrase. 

 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. While mention of the “roof” may imply 
a gathering, this is not the meaning of the phrase. 

 
Sample Response: 1 point 

 

 



 



9  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Grade 7 
English Language Arts 

Practice Test 

Question 2 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 2 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Points Possible: 1 

 
Topic: Literary 

 
Content Standard: Analyze how an author uses the point of view 
to develop and contrast the perspectives of different characters 
or narrators in a text. 



11  

Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. Although the passage indicates that 
Bori and Abdul are more experienced than Chengli, there is no suggestion 
that they are more impatient while traveling than Chengli. Chengli is the one 
shown as excited to reach the oasis cities. 

 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Although the passage indicates that 
Bori and Abdul are more experienced than Chengli, there is no suggestion 
that they are more motivated to trade than Chengli. 

 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. Although the passage indicates that 
Bori and Abdul are more experienced than Chengli, there is no suggestion 
that they are more interested in the landscape than Chengli. 

 
Rationale for Option D: Key – Bori’s and Abdul’s knowledge of how the cities 
are ruled reveals that they are more experienced than Chengli. 

 
Sample Response: 1 point 
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Grade 7 
English Language Arts 

Practice Test 

Question 3 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 3 
 

 
 
 

  
Points Possible: 1 

 
Topic: Literary 

 
Content Standard: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as 
they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative 
meanings; analyze the impact of specific language choices, such 
as sensory words or phrases, on meaning and tone, including 
rhymes and other repetitions of sounds (e.g., alliteration) on a 
specific verse or stanza of a poem or section of a story or drama. 



15  

Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. While context in the passage 
suggests that the city is important, the repetition is used to emphasize the 
bustle of the city. 

 
Rationale for Option B: Key – The short sentences and repetition of tasks 
throughout the nouns and verbs emphasize the hustle and bustle of people in 
the city. 

 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. While different occupations are 
described to reflect a multitude of people, the repetition produces an effect  
to mirror the activity of the people rather than to illustrate the population’s size. 

 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. While the sentences are short and 
structured to convey observational meanings, the repetition produces an 
effect to mirror the activity of the people rather than to reflect the city’s 
layout. 

 
Sample Response: 1 point 
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Grade 7 
English Language Arts 

Practice Test 

Question 4 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 



18  

Question 4 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Points Possible: 1 

 
Topic: Literary 

 
Content Standard: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as 
they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative 
meanings; analyze the impact of specific language choices, such 
as sensory words or phrases, on meaning and tone, including 
rhymes and other repetitions of sounds (e.g., alliteration) on a 
specific verse or stanza of a poem or section of a story or drama. 



19  

Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: Key – The context indicates that “laden” means 
“burdened” by the weight of the load. 

 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Although the travelers may be 
distracted by the sights on the journey, this is not necessarily descriptive of the 
camels and is not what is meant by “laden”. 

 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. Although the camels carried 
valuables, the context does not indicate that “laden” means “guarded”. 

 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Although the camels may be valued 
for their ability to carry items, this is not what is meant by “laden”. 

 
Sample Response: 1 point 
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Grade 7 
English Language Arts 

Practice Test 

Question 5 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 5 
 

 
 
 

  
Points Possible: 1 

 
Topic: Literary 

 
Content Standard: Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support 
analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn 
from the text. 



23  

Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for First Option: This is incorrect. This refers to Chengli’s view of himself, 
not his importance to the caravan. 

 
Rationale for Second Option: Key – Chengli’s camels are bringing in necessary 
items for the caravan. 

 
Rationale for Third Option: This is incorrect. This refers to an observation Chengli 
makes, not his importance to the caravan. 

 
Rationale for Fourth Option: This is incorrect. This refers to Chengli’s feelings and 
actions, not his importance to the caravan. 

 
Rationale for Fifth Option: Key – This refers to Chengli’s bringing important goods 
to the men and women at the market. 



 



25  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Grade 7 
English Language Arts 

Practice Test 

Question 5 

Sample Responses 
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Sample Response: 1 point 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Notes on Scoring 

 
This response receives full credit (1 point) because both of 
the correct answers are selected. For this item, a full-credit 
(1 point) response includes: 

 “…but the last ten camels—his camels—had items they 
could trade at the oasis towns along the way, giving 
them fresh food and more water for their journey.” 
(paragraph 12) selected; 
AND 

 “Chengli knew they would take one of his camels and 
empty its load at the market, selling iron tools to the 
men and bronze mirrors and colorful pottery to the 
women…” (paragraph 16) selected. 



27  

Sample Response: 0 points 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Notes on Scoring 

 
This response receives no credit (0 points) because the first 
answer selected is incorrect. Although the second answer 
selected is correct, in order to receive credit for this item, 
students must select both correct answer options. No partial 
credit is awarded for this item type. 



28  

Sample Response: 0 points 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Notes on Scoring 

 
This response receives no credit (0 points) because both of 
the answers selected are incorrect. In order to receive credit 
for this item, students must select both correct answer 
options. 
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Grade 7 
English Language Arts 

Practice Test 

Question 6 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 6 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Points Possible: 1 

 
Topic: Literary 

 
Content Standard: Analyze how particular elements of a story or 
drama interact (e.g., how setting shapes the characters or plot). 



31  

Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. Although paragraph 15 describes a 
bustling city that might be considered an exciting experience, Chengli is not 
being inspired by the noise and confusion. 

 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Although the passage suggests that 
the desert creates challenges, there is no evidence that Chengli becomes 
discouraged. 

 
Rationale for Option C: Key – The variety in the setting—barren, rocky terrain 
and lush oases, empty desert and bustling cities—increases Chengli’s sense of 
wonder. 

 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Although paragraph 9 states that 
Chengli felt “a little uneasy to realize he was actually leaving the Middle 
Kingdom”, this is not due to the dangers of the mountains. 

 
Sample Response: 1 point 
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Grade 7 
English Language Arts 

Practice Test 

Question 7 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 7 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Points Possible: 1 

 
Topic: Literary 

 
Content Standard: Analyze literary text development. a. Determine a 
theme of a text and analyze its development over the course of the 
text. b. Incorporate the development of a theme and other story 
details into an objective summary of the text. 



35  

Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for First Option: This is incorrect. Chengli’s knowledge of the Silk Road is 
not a significant detail in the story. 

 
Rationale for Second Option: Key – This statement expresses a main idea in the 
story and should be included in a summary of the passage. 

 
Rationale for Third Option: Key – The story emphasizes the important role of the 
bustling oasis cities. 

 
Rationale for Fourth Option: This is incorrect. Chengli does improve his knowledge 
of caravans, but this is a minor detail. 

 
Rationale for Fifth Option: This is incorrect. Dunhuang is a checkpoint along 
China’s border, but this detail is not significant enough to include in a summary. 

 
Rationale for Sixth Option: Key – The importance of trade to the caravans is 
emphasized in the story. 
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Grade 7 
English Language Arts 

Practice Test 

Question 7 

Sample Responses 
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Sample Response: 1 point 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Notes on Scoring 

 
This response receives full credit (1 point) because all of 
the correct answers are selected. For this item, a full-credit 
(1 point) response includes: 

 “Chengli makes his first journey on the Silk Road by 
caravan.” selected; 
AND 

 “Oasis cities function as lively trading centers along 
the Silk Road.” selected; 
AND 

 “The caravan needs to sell treasures to support its 
journey along the Silk Road.” selected. 



39  

Sample Response: 0 points 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Notes on Scoring 

 
This response receives no credit (0 points). Although the first 
two answers selected are correct, the third answer selected is 
incorrect. In order to receive credit for this item, students must 
select all three correct answer options. No partial credit is 
awarded for this item type. 



40  

Sample Response: 0 points 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Notes on Scoring 

 
This response receives no credit (0 points). Although the two 
answers selected are correct, the student did not select the 
third correct answer. In order to receive credit for this item, 
students must select all three correct answer options. No 
partial credit is awarded for this item type. 
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Grade 7 
English Language Arts 

Practice Test 

Question 8 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 8 
 

 
 
 

  
Points Possible: 1 

 
Topic: Literary 

 
Content Standard: Compare and contrast a fictional portrayal of a 
time, place, or character and a historical account of the same 
period as a means of understanding how authors of fiction use or 
alter history. 



43  

Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. While Passage 2 does describe the 
conditions and activities centered around trade that took place in cities, it 
does not contrast this with how cities used to be before the Silk Road, and it 
does not show how they changed as a result of trade. 

 
Rationale for Option B: Key – By setting the fictional account from the 
perspective of a single individual, Chengli, and allowing the reader insight into 
his thoughts and feelings as he travels, Passage 2 makes the experience of the 
Silk Road described in Passage 1 more relatable. 

 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. While Passage 1 does emphasize the 
importance of silk and the origin of the naming of the Silk Road, this isn’t an 
aspect expanded upon in Passage 2. In Passage 2, Chengli is trading various 
goods, not silk, in order to get food to continue on the journey. 

 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. While Passage 2 mentions inspectors 
checking for smugglers and illegal items, this is not a focus of Passage 2. 

 
Sample Response: 1 point 
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Grade 7 
English Language Arts 

Practice Test 

Question 9 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 9 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
Scoring Guidelines 
For this item, a full-credit (1 point) response includes: 

 “Passage 1” selected for “a description of the origins of the Silk Road”; 
AND 

 “Passage 2” selected for “accounts of the desert cities developing along 
the Silk Road”; 
AND 

 “Both” selected for “an explanation for why goods were exchanged 
along the Silk Road” (1 point). 

 
Points Possible: 1 

 
Topic: Literary 

 
Content Standard: Compare and contrast a fictional portrayal of a 
time, place, or character and a historical account of the same 
period as a means of understanding how authors of fiction use or 
alter history. 
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Grade 7 
English Language Arts 

Practice Test 

Question 9 

Sample Responses 
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Sample Response: 1 point 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Notes on Scoring 

 
This response receives full credit (1 point) because the correct 
answer box was selected for each row in the table. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Notes on Scoring 

 
This response receives no credit (0 points). While the correct 
answer box was selected for the first row in the table, the 
answer boxes selected for the second and third rows are 
incorrect. In order to receive credit for this item type, students 
must select the correct answer box for each row in the table. 
No partial credit is awarded for this item type. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Notes on Scoring 

 
This response receives no credit (0 points). While the correct 
answer box was selected for the first row in the table, no 
answer box was selected for the second row, and an 
incorrect answer was selected for the third row. In order to 
receive credit for this item type, students must select the 
correct answer box for each row in the table. No partial 
credit is awarded for this item type. 
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Grade 7 
English Language Arts 

Practice Test 

Stimulus for Questions 10 – 17 
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Stimulus for Questions 10 – 17 
 

 



53  

 

 



54  
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Grade 7 
English Language Arts 

Practice Test 

Question 10 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 10 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Points Possible: 2 

 
Topic: Informational 

 
Content Standard: Analyze the structure an author uses to organize a 
text, including how the major sections contribute to the whole and  
to the development of the ideas. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Part A 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. Though paragraph 2 could be seen as 
a sequence of events, paragraph 3 is not structured this way. 

 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Though the paragraphs reference the 
negative impacts playing video games can have on health, they are not 
organized according to order of importance in these paragraphs. 

 
Rationale for Option C: Key – Paragraph 2 describes a problem (tension 
caused by game playing) and then directly offers a solution (not playing the 
game as much). Similarly, in paragraph 3, the problem of obesity is mentioned, 
but a solution—playing physically active video games—is also offered. 

 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Though the last sentences in 
paragraph 3 contrast two opinions, the paragraphs overall are not structured 
as comparison. 

 
Part B 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. Although Passage 1, and 
paragraphs 2 – 4 in particular, may raise certain questions about the effects 
of video games, this passage does not specifically address their impact on 
the brain. 

 
Rationale for Option B: Key – The solutions in both paragraphs support the final 
statement in the passage, which conveys the overall message that some ways 
of playing video games, such as using them in moderation, will not have a 
negative impact on one’s health. 

 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. Passage 1 does not focus on how 
video game technology has changed significantly over time. 

 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. These paragraphs do not focus on the 
idea that people are continuing to gain more knowledge about the effects of 
video games; instead, they suggest that people’s understanding of video 
games has been incorrect in the past. 
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Grade 7 
English Language Arts 

Practice Test 

Question 10 

Sample Responses 
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Sample Response: 2 points 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Notes on Scoring 

 
This response receives full credit (2 points) because the 
correct answer was selected in Part A and Part B. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Notes on Scoring 

 
This response receives partial credit (1 point) because the 
correct answer was selected in Part A, but an incorrect 
answer was selected in Part B. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Notes on Scoring 

 
This response receives partial credit (1 point) because the 
correct answer was selected in Part A, but an incorrect 
answer was selected in Part B. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Notes on Scoring 

 
This response receives partial credit (1 point) because the 
correct answer was selected in Part A, but an incorrect 
answer was selected in Part B. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 
 

 
 
 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 
 

This response receives no credit (0 points) because the 
answer selected in Part A is incorrect, and the answer 
selected in Part B is correct. Students do not receive partial 
credit on this item type when Part A is incorrect and Part B is 
correct. Students are required to select the correct answer in 
Part A in order to receive credit for this item. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Notes on Scoring 

 
This response receives no credit (0 points) because the 
answer selected in Part A is incorrect, and the answer 
selected in Part B is incorrect. 
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Grade 7 
English Language Arts 

Practice Test 

Question 11 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 11 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Points Possible: 2 

 
Topic: Informational 

 
Content Standard: Trace and evaluate the argument and specific 
claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the 
evidence is relevant and sufficient to support the claims. 



69  

Scoring Guidelines 
For this item, a full-credit (2-point) response includes: 

 “C) Playing video games on a limited basis is not a long-term health risk.” 
selected in Part A (1 point); 

AND 

 “However, in many cases the pain doesn’t last. It goes away if people 
stop playing the games so much.” selected in Part B; 

AND 

 “This problem can be avoided by making time for physical activity.” 
selected in Part B (1 point). 

Note: No credit will be given for a correct answer in Part B without a correct 
answer in Part A. 
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Grade 7 
English Language Arts 

Practice Test 

Question 11 

Sample Responses 
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Sample Response: 2 points 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Notes on Scoring 

 
This response receives full credit (2 points) because the 
correct answer was selected in Part A, and both of the 
correct answers were selected in Part B. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Notes on Scoring 

 
This response receives partial credit (1 point) because the 
correct answer was selected in Part A, but both of the 
answers selected in Part B are incorrect. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Notes on Scoring 

 
This response receives partial credit (1 point) because the 
correct answer was selected in Part A, but both of the 
answers selected in Part B are incorrect. 



75  

Sample Response: 1 point 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Notes on Scoring 

 
This response receives partial credit (1 point) because the 
correct answer was selected in Part A, but one of the answers 
selected in Part B (“This tension and repetition can strain body 
parts such as the neck, wrist, or elbow. The strain can cause 
pain.”) is incorrect. Although one of the correct answers for 
Part B was selected, in order to receive credit (1 point) for Part 
B, both answers selected must be correct. 



76  

Sample Response: 0 points 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Notes on Scoring 

 
This response receives no credit (0 points) because the  
answer selected in Part A is incorrect, and the answers 
selected in Part B are correct. Although both correct answers 
were selected in Part B, students do not receive partial credit 
on this item type when Part A is incorrect and Part B is correct. 
Students are required to select the correct answer in Part A in 
order to receive credit for this item. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 
 

 
 
 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 
 

This response receives no credit (0 points) because an 
incorrect answer was selected in Part A, and both of the 
answers selected in Part B are incorrect. 
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Grade 7 
English Language Arts 

Practice Test 

Question 12 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 12 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Points Possible: 1 

 
Topic: Informational 

 
Content Standard: Analyze the structure an author uses to organize a 
text, including how the major sections contribute to the whole and  
to the development of the ideas. 



81  

Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. Nikides states that the evening was a 
“good bonding experience”, but his opinion of the evening is not related to 
the relative health of his behaviors that night. 

 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Passage 2 references sleep research in 
order to point out the correlation between sleep and general health, but 
paragraphs 5 – 9 do not show the result of that research. 

 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. Passage 2 does give claims about the 
effects of lack of sleep, but paragraphs 5 – 9 only give an example of the kinds 
of behaviors that lead to lack of sleep. 

 
Rationale for Option D: Key – Paragraphs 5 – 9 give an example of a group of 
boys in order to introduce the idea that lack of sleep can cause health 
problems. 

 
Sample Response: 1 point 
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English Language Arts 
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Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 13 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Points Possible: 2 

 
Topic: Informational 

 
Content Standard: Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support 
analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn 
from the text. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Part A 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. Though the passage mentions that the 
AHA “concedes that its campaign for traditional exercise isn’t working”, the 
passage does not suggest it has given up on finding ways to get kids to be 
more active. 

 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Though the passage states that a study 
indicates that many people want exercise to be more entertaining, the AHA 
does not specifically claim that sports in general should be more entertaining 
in this passage. 

 
Rationale for Option C: Key – Phrases like “surprising partnership” and “really 
provocative and new” show that the AHA is trying new and unexpected 
methods to get people interested in exercise. 

 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Though the AHA is teaming with 
Nintendo to revolutionize exercise with technology, the passage 
acknowledges the fact that while playing certain games in moderation may 
have health benefits, excessive screen time can have a negative impact on 
one’s health. The passage does not indicate that the AHA fails to 
acknowledge such consequences. 

 
Part B 
Rationale for First Option: Key – The phrase “surprising partnership” implies that 
these organizations have not traditionally worked together. 

 
Rationale for Second Option: Key – The phrase “really provocative and new” 
indicates that the AHA is turning to unconventional methods in order to exact 
change in people’s lives. 

 
Rationale for Third Option: This is incorrect. This statement supports the idea 
that children are more susceptible to health problems if they watch too much 
television, but it does not support the correct inference in Part A. 

 
Rationale for Fourth Option: This is incorrect. This option supports the incorrect 
option in Part A that the AHA feels that sports are not entertaining. 

 
Rationale for Fifth Option: This is incorrect. This statement supports the idea that 
people want exercise to be more entertaining, but it does not support the 
correct inference in Part A. 
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English Language Arts 
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Question 13 

Sample Responses 
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Sample Response: 2 points 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Notes on Scoring 

 
This response receives full credit (2 points) because the 
correct answer is selected in Part A, and both correct 
answers are selected in Part B. For this item, a full-credit 
(2 points) response includes a correct answer in Part A, and 
the following two correct answers for Part B: 

 “The surprising partnership, announced Monday, 
comes amid growing concern about obesity among 
kids…” (paragraph 24) 
AND 

 “‘We can keep beating the drum on traditional 
exercise and make small changes to the obesity 
epidemic, or we can try something that is really 
provocative and new,’…” (paragraph 25) 
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Sample Response: 1 point 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Notes on Scoring 

 
This response receives partial credit (1 point) because the 
correct answer is selected in Part A, but both correct answers 
are not selected in Part B. No points are awarded for Part B of 
this response because even though the first answer selected  
is correct, the second answer selected is incorrect. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Notes on Scoring 

 
This response receives partial credit (1 point) because the 
correct answer is selected in Part A, but both correct answers 
are not selected in Part B. No points are awarded for Part B of 
this response because even though the first answer selected  
is correct, the second answer selected is incorrect. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Notes on Scoring 

 
This response receives partial credit (1 point) because the 
correct answer is selected in Part A, but both correct answers 
are not selected in Part B. No points are awarded for Part B of 
this response because both answers selected are incorrect. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 
 

 
 
 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 
 

This response receives no credit (0 points) because the  
answer selected in Part A is incorrect, and the answers 
selected in Part B are correct. Although both correct answers 
are selected in Part B, students do not receive partial credit 
on this item type when Part A is incorrect and Part B is correct. 
Students are required to select the correct answer in Part A in 
order to receive credit for this item. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Notes on Scoring 

 
This response receives no credit (0 points) because an 
incorrect answer was selected in Part A, and both of the 
answers selected in Part B are incorrect. 
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Grade 7 
English Language Arts 

Practice Test 

Question 14 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 14 
 

 
 

 
  

Points Possible: 1 
 

Topic: Informational 
 

Content Standard: Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and 
multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 7 reading and 
content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: Key – The AHA is publicly approving the Wii because it 
gets sedentary people up and moving. 

 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. The AHA has already partnered with 
Nintendo (the company that makes the Wii); therefore, they are no longer 
considering the product. 

 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. The paragraph does not suggest that 
any changes are being made to the Wii. 

 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. While this paragraph does refer to the 
effects the Wii is having on sedentary Americans, the AHA is not managing 
those effects, but publicly approving them. 

 
Sample Response: 1 point 
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Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 15 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Points Possible: 2 

 
Topic: Informational 

 
Content Standard: Analyze informational text development. a. 
Determine two or more central ideas in a text and analyze their 
development over the course of the text. b. Provide an objective 
summary of the text that includes the central ideas and their 
development. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Part A 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. The passage does not focus on 
comparing old technology to new technology. 

 
Rationale for Option B: Key – Several paragraphs focus on why traditional 
methods of getting people to exercise are not working. 

 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. Though the passage mentions how 
many of the new active video gaming consoles have sold, this is not a central 
idea of the passage. 

 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Though the passage mentions that 
sports games are available on the new video game consoles, this is not a 
central idea of the passage. 

 
Rationale for Option E: Key – Several paragraphs focus on how Nintendo has 
made exercise fun by introducing a new and exciting way to exercise; the text 
indicates that this form is particularly appealing, and many people have 
become less sedentary as a result. 

 
Part B 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. The passage mentions the number of 
people who do not engage in physical activity at all, not the number of those 
who exercise, so this comparison is not made. 

 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. While the number of Wii consoles sold is 
mentioned, this is not how the author develops the central ideas in Part A. 

 
Rationale for Option C: Key – The passage develops the central ideas by 
describing how the AHA and Nintendo have teamed up to encourage 
physical activity. 

 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. While the passage mentions the Wii 
video game system, it does not draw comparisons with systems or consoles 
that were available in the past. 
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Sample Response: 2 points 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Notes on Scoring 

 
This response receives full credit (2 points) because the 
correct answers are selected in Part A, and the correct 
answer is selected in Part B. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Notes on Scoring 

 
This response receives partial credit (1 point) because the 
correct answers are selected in Part A, but an incorrect 
answer is selected in Part B. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Notes on Scoring 

 
This response receives partial credit (1 point) because the 
correct answers are selected in Part A, but an incorrect 
answer is selected in Part B. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Notes on Scoring 

 
This response receives partial credit (1 point) because the 
correct answers are selected in Part A, but an incorrect 
answer is selected in Part B. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Notes on Scoring 

 
This response receives no credit (0 points). In order to receive 
credit for Part A, students must select both correct answers. 
Although one correct answer is selected in Part A in this 
sample response, the other answer selected is incorrect. In 
order to receive credit for Part B, students must have selected 
the correct answers in Part A. Although the correct answer 
was selected in Part B in this sample response, no credit is 
awarded because students are required to select the correct 
answers in Part A in order to receive credit for this item. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Notes on Scoring 

 
This response receives no credit (0 points) because both 
answers selected in Part A are incorrect, and the answer 
selected in Part B is incorrect. 
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Question 16 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
Scoring Guidelines 
For this item, a full-credit (1 point) response includes: 

 
 “Both” selected for “Video games can help encourage people to 

exercise.”; 

AND 

 “Passage 1” selected for “Playing video games can be acceptable in 
reasonable amounts.”; 

AND 

 “Passage 3” selected for “Some video games provide a creative solution 
to public health problems.” (1 point). 

 
Points Possible: 1 

 
Topic: Informational 

 
Content Standard: Analyze how two or more authors writing about 
the same topic shape their presentations of key information by 
emphasizing different evidence or advancing different 
interpretations of facts. 
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Grade 7 
English Language Arts 

Practice Test 

Question 16 

Sample Responses 
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Sample Response: 1 point 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Notes on Scoring 

 
This response receives full credit (1 point) because the correct 
answer box is selected for each row in the table. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Notes on Scoring 

 
This response receives no credit (0 points) because the 
answer boxes selected for each row in the table are 
incorrect. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 
 

 
 
 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 
 

This response receives no credit (0 points) because the 
answer boxes selected for each row in the table are 
incorrect. 
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Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 17 
 

 
 
 

  
Points Possible: 10 

 
Topic: Writing 

 
Content Standard: Write arguments to support claims with clear 
reasons and relevant evidence. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
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Grade 7 
English Language Arts 
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Question 17 

Sample Responses 
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Sample Response: 10 points 
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Purpose, Focus, and 
Organization (4‐point 

Rubric) 

Evidence and 
Elaboration 

(4‐point Rubric) 

Conventions of 
Standard English 

(2‐point Rubric begins 
at score point 2) 

4  4  2 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 
 

This response receives full credit (10 points).  
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – The response is fully 
sustained and consistently focused within the purpose, 
audience, and task (the position is clearly established in the 
introduction and individual points are supported throughout 
response). An effective organizational structure is provided 
using an introduction (writer uses a question as a hook—Do 
you like to play video games?—and frames argument), 
conclusion (overall; to wrap it up), transitions (e.g., secondly 
and finally), and logically grouped ideas to demonstrate 
clarity and cohesion, making it easy to follow the writer’s 
progression of ideas (topic sentences are followed by 
evidence and inferences from the text). 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – Thorough, relevant, and 
convincing evidence and elaboration are provided to 
support the response (writer cites research and details from 
the passage: According to research, players’ have 
experienced pain in their wrists, neck, or elbow.). 

 
 
Conventions – The response demonstrates adequate 
command of basic conventions (no blatant errors or 
patterns of errors, and adequate use of punctuation, 
capitalization, sentence formation, and spelling). 
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Sample Response: 8 points 
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Purpose, Focus, and 
Organization (4‐point 

Rubric) 

Evidence and 
Elaboration 

(4‐point Rubric) 

Conventions of 
Standard English 

(2‐point Rubric begins 
at score point 2) 

3  3  2 

 

 

 
Notes on Scoring 

 
This response receives partial credit (8 points).  
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – The response is 
adequately sustained and generally focused within the 
purpose, audience, and task (Video games are not really 
that bad; Video games can be a healthy thing if you use 
them right). An adequate organizational structure is 
provided using an introduction, conclusion, transitions, and 
logically grouped ideas to demonstrate general clarity and 
cohesion, making it easy to follow the writer’s progression of 
ideas (topic sentences were followed by evidence and 
inferences from the text). 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – Adequate evidence and 
elaboration are provided to support the response (writer 
cites some research and details from the passage and 
demonstrates a general understanding of the topic and 
text). 

 
Conventions – The response demonstrates adequate 
command of basic conventions (only minor errors and 
adequate use of punctuation, capitalization, sentence 
formation, and spelling). 
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Sample Response: 5 points 
 

 
 

Purpose, Focus, and 
Organization (4‐point 

Rubric) 

Evidence and 
Elaboration 

(4‐point Rubric) 

Conventions of 
Standard English 

(2‐point Rubric begins 
at score point 2) 

2  2  1 
 

 

 
Notes on Scoring 

 
This response receives partial credit (5 points).  
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – The response is somewhat 
sustained within the purpose, audience, and task (Playing too 
many video games can be bad for your health). A very basic 
organizational structure is provided using a simplistic 
introduction, conclusion, transitions, and grouped ideas. 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – Basic evidence and elaboration 
are provided to support the response (Some people like the 
AHA say that video games can be a positive thing for health. I 
think they are wrong. Most will just use video games to have 
fun and not to be active). 

 
Conventions – The response demonstrates partial command 
of basic conventions (various errors in usage are present but 
do not obscure meaning). 
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Sample Response: 3 points 
 

 
 

Purpose, Focus, and 
Organization (4‐point 

Rubric) 

Evidence and 
Elaboration 

(4‐point Rubric) 

Conventions of 
Standard English 

(2‐point Rubric begins 
at score point 2) 

1  1  1 

 
 

 

 
Notes on Scoring 

 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response receives 
partial credit (3 points). The response is related to the topic 
but demonstrates limited awareness of the purpose, 
audience, and task (writer indicates that video games can 
either help you or hurt you but only appears to address the 
negative impacts). The introduction, conclusion, and 
transitions provide a limited discernable organizational 
structure. 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – Minimal and weak evidence 
and elaboration are provided to support the response (I think 
video games affect physical health when you play all day 
and your body stays in the same position. Your body receives 
damage to its physical health). 

 
Conventions – The response demonstrates partial command 
of basic conventions (some errors in usage and inconsistent 
use of correct punctuation and sentence formation). 
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