September 9, 2022

Dear Haldane Community:

This week | was notified that the Putham County Sheriff’'s Department is deploying Body Worn
Cameras (BWCs), including by School Resource Officers (SROs), effective immediately. This
change is the result of the Policy Reform Act of 2020, which called for programs involving BWCs
by law enforcement personnel.

I have been in contact with Sheriff McConville who clarified that the BWCs are not activated until
a member of law enforcement initiates the camera to begin recording, or in certain emergency
situations when they are automatically activated. | have requested additional information to be
provided by the Department for reference by families and staff. If | receive this information | will
be sure to share it with you.

A statement from Sheriff McConville is attached.

Sincerely,
Phil Benante, Ed. D.
Superintendent of Schools

Estimada comunidad de Haldane:

Esta semana me notificaron que el Departamento del Sheriff del Condado de Putnam esta
implementando Camaras Usadas en el Cuerpo (BWC), incluso por Oficiales de Recursos
Escolares (SRO), con efecto inmediato. Este cambio es el resultado de la Ley de Reforma de
Politicas de 2020, que solicité programas que involucren BWC por parte del personal
encargado de hacer cumplir la ley.

Estuve en contacto con el alguacil McConville, quien aclaré que las BWC no se activan hasta
que un miembro de la policia inicia la camara para comenzar a grabar, o en ciertas situaciones
de emergencia cuando se activan automaticamente. He solicitado que el departamento
proporcione informacién adicional para referencia de las familias y el personal. Si recibo esta
informacién, me aseguraré de compartirla con usted.

Se adjunta una declaracion del alguacil McConville.
Sinceramente,

Phil Benante, Ed. D.
superintendente de escuelas
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Sent Via E-mail

Dear Superintendents,

In September 2022, the Putnam County Sheriff's Office implemented the use of Body Worn
Cameras (BWC's) in daily operations, joining hundreds of other law enforcement agencies
across the country who already employ this modern policing tool.

The purpose of utilizing the BWC’s by the Sheriff’s Office is to document law enforcement
activity and provide an objective record of incidents and interactions involving Members of the
Putnam County Sheriff's Office, documenting those rare and occasional incidents when a School
Resource Officer must step forward to perform an immediate necessary law enforcement
activity or is acting to protect school staff and students.

Sincerely,

\
K}-:vn . McConville

Putnam County Sheriff

cc: Jennifer Bumgarner, County Attorney
Anna Diaz, Senior Deputy County Attorney
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