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Financial Aid Equation

Cost of Attendance 
(COA)

Expected Family 
Contribution (EFC)

Financial Aid NEED

Cost of Attendance 

Gift Aid:

NET COST

Net Cost

Scholarships & Grants

How can you cover/pay your net cost?



STEP 1 : Research & Recalculate

CSULB Estimated Vs. Your Calculated Cost of Attendance



STEP 2 : Calculate New Net Cost

Net Cost*

Recalculated Cost of  Attendance

Gift Aid

*Goal is to have the Net Cost be as close to 0 as possible



STEP 3 : Select Self-Help to Cover Net Cost
1. Scholarships 2. Work-study or part-time job
3. Loans 4. CombinationSavings 5.

Work-Study – always accept.
• Work-study is not a guarantee of a job, but 

students with work-study are prioritized in on-
campus hiring.

Loans
• Borrow only what you need to cover the net 

cost. 
• Accept Direct Subsidized loans first. 
• Accept Direct Unsubsidized loans 2nd.
• PLUS Parent Loan – Not recommended
• Private Loans – Not recommended

Recommendations



STEP 4 : Compare Award Letters


