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Reflecting Back While Looking Forward
Since the Spring of 2020, many have had to reevaluate the way we do things. 
We are no different. The A+ Foundation needed to think differently and be more 
purposeful in the way that we raised money, and the way we continue to support 
our mission. Thanks to this community, we are proud to say that we are alive and 
well after a worldwide pandemic.  

Whether you have supported us through a donation, attended one of our special 
events, participated in the Employee Giving Campaign or donated to a memorial 
fund, we have shifted our thought process to zero in on who we really are, where 
we want to have the biggest impact, and what we want our legacy to be in this 
school district. 

Unfortunately, the trick is that for a Foundation, fundraising is never ending. The 
A+ Foundation thrives and survives on donations and funding from you. And if 
you promise to continue to support our efforts, we will promise to continue to be 
a force of good for ALL students in the West Aurora School District.

This we believe: 

Donald Pilmer* President
Ingrid Roney* Executive Director
Kerry Proczko  Vice President
Randi Ochsenschlager* Secretary
Tom Herget*, Treasurer May, 2022

Dr. Jeff Craig
Chuck Freiheit*
Richard Kerns
Donna Letzter
George Malina*
Whitney Martino
Michael Nelson*
Neal Ormond*
Linda Pilmer*
Stan Rayford*
David Richert*
Debbie Steinheimer
Randy Steinheimer
Juan Thomas*
Ralph Voris*

Richard Kerns  President
Melody Saperston  Vice-President
Valerie Brown Dyksta*
Robert Gonzales
Ira Lathan
Thomas St. Jules*
Julie Stone

Natalie Anderson  Student Board Member 
Elizabeth Kuhn  Student Board Member
Joy Engler  Secretary
George Malina* Treasurer
Dr. Jeff Craig  Superintendent
	 *West Aurora Alumni
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“There is no medicine like hope, no incentive so great, and no tonic so 
powerful as the promise of something better tomorrow.” (Marsden)

Ingrid Roney
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OUR 
MISSION
The A+ Foundation for West 
Aurora Schools supports and 
promotes educational, cultural 
and charitable programs for 
the students, staff, and alumni 
of School District 129. Our 
foundation provides this support 
through grants, programs 
and scholarships to enhance 
lifelong learning opportunities for  
their recipients. 

OUR 
VISION
Enrich

Inspire

Expand

Foster

the curriculum

excellence in
students and staff

opportunities for 
community involvement

alumni connections

Christopher Stinson  
Northern Illinois University

Elizabeth Kuhn 
Milwaukee School 

of Engineering

WEST AURORA HIGH SCHOOL 
ALUMNI SCHOLARSHIP
Katelyn Dodson will be attending the  
University of Missouri, Columbia

2020-22 MEMORIAL GIFTS
Ida May Alcorn
Diane Crawshaw
James Pittman
Carl Hafenrichter
Larry Pinnow
Mary Bernard
Lynida Tomlin

Charles Sears
Wilma Wolfe
John Granger
John Shafer
Doris Kirhofer
Kathy Ann Majors
Bill Burns

Larry Kilburn
John Beiver
Frances Voris
Helen Kish
Mary Benson
Stephen Keierleber
Nancy Nicholson

James Devine
Nancy Prentiss
James McGuire
John McDougal

PATHWAY OF HONOR
Eve Willmann
Deb Lirot
Erik Olson
Aaron Jackson
Janet Harland

Sheila McQuade
Stacey Enslen
Mary Jo Youngmark
Charles Nadr
Donna Hampson

Janet Luberda
Robert Payne
Steve Stern
Timothy Miller
Bettie Buffer

William Becker 
Laura Anderson
Robert Fowler
Pam Krasinski

WEST AURORA HIGH SCHOOL 
DORSEY SCHOLARSHIP



Steve spent much of his career in a variety of marketing-related, management positions for 
Caterpillar Inc. heavy equipment, engines, parts & service, and dealer distribution. In these 
capacities, Mr. Gosselin provided critical leadership in strengthening and aggressively growing 

Caterpillar’s aftermarket parts and product support business. His success can be best measured 
by his advocacy for people engagement and development, continuous process improvement, 
and his influence on the strength of the Caterpillar and Cat brands globally. Throughout his 

career, Gosselin also devoted considerable time and effort to community non-profit organizations 
including the Heart of Illinois United Way, and advisory support to his alma mater Eastern Illinois 
University. Since his retirement in 2015, he has served on the board and executive committee 

of A Step Beyond, a non-profit organization supporting children whose lives have been impacted 
by poverty. A Step Beyond provides students 10 years of holistic, creative youth development, 
third grade through high school graduation. The program’s mission is 100% student high school 

graduation and acceptance into higher level education. Gosselin’s post-career passion is to support 
youth who have a desire for a successful life but lack the opportunity.

As a high school band director for over 30 years, beginning in Southern Illinois and continuing in the 
Fox Valley area, John Heath, Class of 1970, has impacted the lives of thousands of music students. He 

has often stated that one of the joys of being a high school music teacher was that he had the privilege 
of teaching his students their entire high school career, watching their growth as musicians, students, and 

individuals with limitless potential. Along with his much lauded teaching career, John has also impacted many 
students through his years as a director at summer music camps such as the Illinois Summer Youth Music in 

Champaign/Urbana and the Blue Lake Fine Arts Camp in Michigan.  Through his leadership and mentorship 
at these camps, Heath has promoted friendship, goodwill, and understanding through cultural exchange and 

the universal language of the Arts. He has also participated in the Blue Lake International Program which 
involved a large group of American teenagers from around the country. Heath organized and created a first time 

band, and then headed off to Europe to perform. This experience shaped his students’ worldview and fostered 
an understanding of connectivity through music. Recognized with many awards and commendations, Heath’s 

positive leadership, joyous spirit, and musical acumen contributed greatly to the profound impact music has had 
on the thousands of youth under his tutelage. 

STEVE GOSSELIN, ‘75

JOHN HEATH, ‘70

2022 HALL OF HONOR

Adam Slaker, 1873 
Frank H. McWethy, ‘01 
Ruth VanSickle Ford, ‘15 
H. Ashley Barber, ‘29
Robert McWethy, ‘37
E. Neil Foster, ‘38
William C. Murphy, ‘38
John Dunham, ‘43
John Drury, ‘45

Arthur Ramer Wyatt, ‘45
Richard Olson, ‘47
J. Allison “Al” Binford, ‘48
Edward Ochsenschlager, ‘50
Max Baratz, ‘52
Phyllis Bleck, ‘54
Robert Garrison, ‘54
Nancy Ochsenschlager, ‘57
Dennis Olden, ‘57

Martha Evans Sloan, ‘57
Neal Ormond III, ‘58
Albert Alschuler, ‘58
Phillip E. Johnson, ‘58
Walter Bothe, ‘59
William Gifford, ‘59
James Puklin, ‘59
H. William “Bill” Habermeyer, Jr., ‘60  
Bruce Scafe, ‘60

George Everitt, ‘61
Kittie Barton Frantz, ‘61
Pam Kohn Hait, ‘61
Arthur Lage, ‘61
Carol Cauldwell McElroy, ‘61
Roy Solfisburg, ‘61
Robert Taggart, ‘61
Raphael “Rafie” Podolsky, ‘61  
Thomas F. Gallagher, ‘623

PAST & CURRENT HONOREES

Congratulations Mr. Gosselin and Mr. Heath, on your induction into the 2022 Hall of Honor. 
District 129 applauds your dedication to empowering all the individuals you touch.



James Groninger, ‘62
Wendell Minor, ‘62
Thomas Ochsenschlager, ‘62
Joan Swinehamer Edwards, ‘63 
Raymond Reed, ‘64
William Beschorner, ‘65
Linda Demetry Cowan, ‘66
Paul Ormond, ‘67
William Farrar, ‘67

Peter Whinfrey, ‘67
David M. Theno, ‘68
Thomas C. Ewing, ‘69
Randy Shilts, ‘69 
Stephen F. Sundlof, ‘69 
Michael Fagel, ‘70 
Eric Halfvarson, ‘70
John Heath, ‘70 
Thomas Skilling, ‘70 

Michael Cavender, ‘72 
Eric Whitaker, ‘74
Steve Gosselin, ‘75 
Bruce Kammenzind, ‘76 
R. Lawrence Hatchett, ‘77
Marina Pocrnich Bogard, ‘78 
Kathleen L. Forsell Caldwell, ‘79 
Rodger Pielet, ‘79
Jacqueline Pongracic, ‘79

J. Scott Jordan, ‘80 
Michael Oros, ‘80
Julie Ann Cassiday, ‘82
Annbritt Gemmer duChateau, ‘83 
Timothy Fisher, ‘87
Leslie Johnston, ‘90
Kristen Ziman, ‘91
Andrea Marie Spaeth, ‘03
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PAST & CURRENT HONOREES CONTINUED

The Excellence in Education Banquet for 2021 was not able to be celebrated in person, but the 2022 
banquet returned to an in-person event and was held at Orchard Valley Golf Course.  This special 
event honors both the highest achieving academicians graduating from West Aurora High School 
this spring. The award is dedicated to the recognition of academic accomplishments by the top 5 
percent of the graduating senior class and the support from their parents and educators.  Each 
student honored selected the educator who had the biggest impact on his or her scholastic 
life.  These educators include elementary, middle and high school teachers, music and 
dance instructors, mentors, tutors, coaches and club sponsors.

EXCELLENCE IN EDUCATION  
AWARD RECIPIENTS

CLASS OF 2022: EXCELLENCE IN EDUCATION SCHOLARS
Isela Sandra Acevedo
Natalie Anderson
Tonatiuh Arroyo
Sydney Atkins
Gracin Robert Barcarella
Jillian Bantz
Emma Bedwell
Emily Beger
Emma Camp
Patrick Casher
Frank Chavez
Savannah Crooks
Katelyn Dodson
Gideon Ellis
Emri Eshtrefi
Karalyn Fowler
Diane Fuentes
Ashley Heetland
Elizabeth Kuhn
Seth Kunio

Emma Lawless
Julianna Longo
Gabriella Lutzenkirchen
Athena Ly
Molly Martin
Megan McCormick
Callie Meinel
Riley Mont
Zackary Noe
Kate Ochsenschlager
Annabel Olivo
Marina Paniagua
Quinn Patchell
Benjamin Rodriguez
Zaira Shahid
Owen Simmons
Alexandria Sims
Alexandra Stoica
Devon Tomas
Mary Voris

EXCELLENCE INFLUENTIAL EDUCATORS
Laura Anderson 
Mark Banholzer
Sarah Burgess
Ken Carlson 
Sam Carroll
Nicole Faulstich
Julie Feld
Bruce Fraser
Stephen Frietag
Wayne Ha 
Jill Harms 
Carly Hill

Quyen Huynh
Rebecca Jurkowski
Cindy Larry 
Matthew Love 
Tabitha Miller
Heidi Ochsenschlager
Jen Pauley 
Robert Payne 
Victor Perez
Chris Ranallo
Dr. Cheryl Rosentreter
Mike Runge 

Dr. Rod Schueller
Angela Schultz
Morgan Smith
Bill Stanley
Dr. Steve Stern
Marybeth Sterr
Kristie Szwajkowski
Sean Tait 
Teresa Waldinger
Jeff Wiktor 



A+ FOUNDATION 
Administration 
Raising Students in a Diverse Society 

Blackhawk Academy 
Social Emotional Learning Project 
Cooking and Supplies
Concentration and Stress Reduction
Motivate and Graduate
Raspberry Pi Accessories
Micro-Business Blackhawk Workshop
Student Magazines

Fearn Elementary
Math Explorations 
Kid Lips Sound Wall

Hall Elementary
SWAG (Students Who Are Great) Project Items

Herget M.S.
EdPuzzles Funding

Jefferson M.S.
Having a Dialogue During ESL Language Arts 
Craft Club
8th Grade Formal 
Musical Enrichment Field Trip

Jewel M.S.
First Annual 5K Fun Run

Nicholson Elementary
Literacy Creative Center 
Math Racks

Schneider Elementary
Literacy Nights 
After School Sports-Pickleball 
Spanish Books for Library 
Secret Stories Phonics Flashcards

Smith Elementary
Smith Superstar Peer Buddies

Washington M.S.
Math Classroom 
Help Me Fidget
 
West High
WAHS Esports Gaming Lab 
Puzzle Cubes for Cube Club 

Schneider Elementary 
Ramped-Up Read Aloud Book Collection 
Book Tasting 
Secret Stories Phonics Supplement

WYATT ENDOWMENT 
West High
Free EKG Screenings

JANET ISLER 
Greenman Elementary 
Culturally Responsive Literature – 2nd Grade

Jewel M.S. 
Spanish Free Choice Reading Set

ROBERT AND BETTY HOSLER HARRIS
Fearn Elementary	 
Secret Stories-Bringing Letter Sounds to Life 
Phonics games for Parent Support 
Phonics Support 
Word Building Phonics

Hall Elementary 
Early Literacy – A Home Library 
Hall School Book Beasts

Goodwin Elementary 
Decodable Books for 1st Graders

Jewel M.S. 
Scrabble Classroom Set 
Student Council

McCleery Elementary 
Feed the Need – the Need to Read 2021

Nicholson Elementary 
Health Office Needs

Schneider Elementary 
Making Books

Smith Elementary 
Sensor Writing with Sand Trays

UNDESIGNATED FUND-A-NEED 
DONATIONS
Frank and Char Voris
James and Clare Toynton
Nancy Hopp
Kerry Proczko

FUND-A-NEED 
FALL 2021 & SPRING 2022 PROGRAMS
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Community Mindset Team 
Global Minds Club Field Trip 
Color Guard Supply 
StellarXplorers 
Mental Health Awareness Club 
Muses Literacy Magazine 
BPA Competitions 
Free EKG Screenings - Additional Funding 
from Jim and Clare Toynton
Davidson Dollars 
Photography Studio Lighting 
Marie Wilkinson Food Pantry Mural 
Red Jacket for Your Future 
Language Engagement 
CCRC Event Fund 
Senior Celebration - Additional funding from 
Laura Anderson, Susan Okasinski, Pam & 
Dave Dodson, Marcie Rackmyer, Andrew & 
Beckie Lutzenkirchen, Elizabeth Shavers, Elisa 
Larche-Ciesla, Bob & Randi Oxie, Pat & Ingrid 
Roney, and Greg Probst

SHERRY R. EAGLE ENDOWMENT 
Herget M.S. 
Qui ParleFrancais

Smith Elementary 
Punctuation Power

West High 
Nuestra bibliotech!/Our Library!

PAPADOLIAS ENDOWMENT 
Goodwin Elementary 
Drama Club

Washington M.S. 
We’re all in this Together

West High 
Madrigal Singers Costumes - Additional 
funds from Kerry Proczko

HALFVARSON ENDOWMENT 
Washington M.S. 
West Aurora Middle School Band Festival

READING ENDOWMENT 
Fearn Elementary 
Phonics Support 

Hall Elementary 
Heritage Book Collection
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Banding Together started in 2011 with a thought 
from a few A+ Foundation board members 
wanting to honor retiring music teacher Meg 
Papadolias for her dedication and tenure as 
a musical genius in the West Aurora school 
district. It was then that The Meg Papodalias 
Endowment Fund was created through the A+ 
Foundation to help fund Fine Arts programs 
throughout the district on a yearly basis.

Today, Banding Together has not only proven to 
be a really fun musical event every September, 
but it has also become a great fundraiser.  In 
the last 10 years Banding Together has raised 
over $30,000 for Fine Arts program throughout 
the district.

The event has grown to feature an alumni band, 
a student band and a staff band.  This has also 
become a central event for class reunions.  This 
year we enjoyed music from John Papodalias, 
Ian, Nicki and Michael, Back Room, Staff 
Infection, and LeGrande Band.

Banding Together X is scheduled for Saturday, 
September 24, at Two Brothers Roundhouse,
in Aurora.

GIVING TUESDAY! TOGETHER WE GAVE!

BANDING TOGETHER STILL ROCKING THE NIGHT AWAY

The A+ Foundation 100% relies on contributions 
from our community to keep funding programs for 
all of our students in West Aurora.  Giving Tuesday 
has become part of one of our annual fundraising 
events.  This year the online campaign raised 
$21,000 and was matched by alumni owned 
Vaya Group for a total of $41,000.  

After a long day of online campaigning, the A+ 
Foundation and the Aurora East Educational 
Foundation came together to raise more dollars 

for education with a “Celebration of Education in 
Aurora” party at Spartan House.  A huge thank 
you to Ron Woerman, owner of Spartan Ale 
House for sponsoring the event!  This community 
continues to have a remarkable impact on the A+ 
Foundation and District 129, and we are grateful 
for that.
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FIRST ANNUAL TOM-A-HAWK TURKEY TROT 5K
East Aurora and West Aurora High Schools have 
historically been rivals dating way back to the 
annual football game that began in 1893. The 
game was typically the last game of the year, on 
Thanksgiving, and played on Hurd’s Island.

To celebrate and honor this cross-town tradition 
and rivalry, the Aurora East Educational 
Foundation and the A+ Foundation for West 
Aurora Schools  hosted the first annual TOM-A-
HAWK 5K Turkey Trot on Saturday, November, 20, 
2021, in Downtown Aurora.  It was an awesome 
event with 700+ runners.  The party ended at Two 
Brothers with awards and a free beverage ticket.  

Registration is open now for the 2nd Annual
Tom-A-Hawk Turkey Trot 

Saturday, November 19, 2022

GIVING BACK TO WHERE YOU CAME FROM  
THANK YOU CLASS OF 1971

A $1000 check was presented to the A+ Board by Joanie Hatch-Bolden 
and Sue Morales in memory of the following classmates:

Mike Armbruster, Vonda Bartosek, Sue Bertram, John Blair, George 
(Chuck) Bode, Tim Brennen, Bob Erickson, Jim Fanscali, Eric Feldott, 
Mike Ferrelli, Sue Fezekas, Jim Funk, Bill Gregory, William Greer, Don 
Gunterman, Blair Hallenstein, Joan Hamill, Leon Harden, John Harkness, 
Beth Heimdal, Bill Iliff, Jeff Johnson, Randy Johnson, Phil Jones, Bob 
Kellog, Dale Laughlin, Len Marvin, Mike Milroy, Randy Morris, Darry 
Newton, John Orr, Bill Richmond, Gordon Robertson, David Salinas, Rick 
Stallmann, John Stathis, Steve Stein, Larry St. Laurent, Joie Tonyan, 
Jerry Tutko, Mike Veres, Scott VonOhlen, David Weber, Bob Wicks, Ron 
William, Terri Williams, Randy Zolli.

or you can go to  
https://tinyurl.com/4h7uy2p7
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GOLDEN APPLE
The A+ Foundation is proud to support the Golden Apple for Excellence in Teaching Awards for District 129 at the Power of You 
Inservice Day in February. The Golden Apple honors outstanding staff members for their roles in having lasting, positive effects 
on students’ lives. Staff who are awarded the Golden Apple demonstrate significant, positive impact on student growth and 
learning. The winners of this award are presented with a Tiffany’s crystal apple. 

Our congratulations to those staff members who truly make a difference.  

This year’s Golden Apple recipients are:

Allison Wadle, West High
Katie Wagner, Schneider Elementary School
Pat Weimer, Nicholson Elementary School
Kristin Arroyo-Kieser, Early Learning Academy
MaryJo Youngmark, West High
Maria Lozano, Administration

ADVANCED PLACEMENT CAMPAIGN
A special thank you to Steve and Bonnie Gosselin for their generous 
donation to the AP Campaign.  The Foundation’s goal is to support students 
who would not necessarily be able to take the college credit exam due to 
the cost of $100 per test. This year, the A+ Foundation was able to fully 
fund over 700 Advanced Placement exams. A special kick-off breakfast 
was held the week of the AP exams where students were given a healthy 
breakfast and an A+ gift of a pen and pencil for their exams that week. 



Christina Abdelhadi
Pamela Abdullah
Colleen Aguilar
Ruby Aguilar
Elena Alaniz
Deborah Allbee
Victoria Alvira-Ocasio
Rosalba Amador
Miranda Ambre
Jennifer Anderson
Diane Angelo
Kimberly Ayala
Amy Bagliere
Carrie Bailey
Laura Banks
Valerie Barajas
Abigail Barrett
Alyssa Barrutia
Madeline Beach
Laura Beatus
Jennifer Bernal
Sarah Biewer
Melissa Biles
Robbie Bilodeau
Alejandra Bistrain
Sarah Blake
Beth Blake
Kathleen Bolling
Meghan Boyle
Alexandria Bozik
Lynne Brackett
Diane Brasfield
Sue Braunsky
Julie Bremer
Linda Brennan
Jessica Brown
Jeff Bryant
Christina Brzykcy
Ellen Buchanan
Jason Buckley
Allison Buettner
Sarah Burgess
Mindy Burkhamer
Ann Butcher
Heather Byrne
Elisa Caballero
Carmel Cabral
Adam Camp
Ericka Campbell
Tina Campos
Rebecca Carder
Trina Carrie
Angela Cassetto
Ellen Cerza
Kathleen Chambers
Zayra Chavez
Jessica Ciaccio
Melissa Cikesh
Lindsay Cirrincione
Meghan Cochran
Michele Collette
Kelly Cook
Keara Corbert
Nydsiam Corral
Mary Corrigan

Nathan Cotter
Michelle Cox
Janice Coy
Michelle Crete
Alina Cyrus
Anne Dahle
Crystal Dalpini
Jennifer Danca
Colin Danzinger
Thomas Davidson
Carl Davidson
Kathleen Davis
Frank DeAngelis
Amdroama DeLaCruz Galvez
Danette Deligiannis
Ricardo DelToro
Emily Deppeler
Brandi Derks
Yaritza Desimoni
Jennie Dickerson
Kathy Dilday
Elaine Diveley
Krysten Dodson
Pamela Dodson
David Early
Laura Eastlick
Carrie Eike
Stephanie Eimer
Nathan Eimer
Melissa Englebrecht
Jennifer English
Brenda English
Cliff Englishharden
Stacey Enslen-Peretz
Patrick Eschman
Jorge Espana
Abagail Etheridge
Marsha Evitts
Breanne Farren
Mark Feigl
Chris Felber
Lisa Fischer
Robin Fisher
Christine Fitzgerald
Bridget Flanigan
Erin Ford
Coletta Forster
Robert Fowler
Sue Fowler
Angela Fox-Abbott
Michelle Frieders
Sandra Fuller
Maria Gallegos
Michelle Galles
Susan Garcia
Kimberly Gartlan
Jessica Garza
Christa Gehrke
Nicole Gernot
Kathryn Gibbons
John Gibbs
Any Gierden
Todd Gingerich
Debra Glock
Melissa Glock

Janice Gont
Anna Gonzales
Sherry Gonzales
Melissa Gonzales
Jo Goodger
Letsa Gordillo
KeribGrabske
Layla Graleau
Charlie Graves
Kris Green
VanNessa Greer
Megan Grim
Jodee Grometer
Wayne Ha
Katharine	 Hahn
Lynne Hall
Thane Halstead
Karen Hamilton
Cady Hanson
Janet Harland
Courtney Harvey Adams
Kelly Haymond
David Heater
Beth Heidmann
Scott Hellinger
Renee Hellyer
Tricia Hendricks
Jennifer Herman
Ellen Hernandez
Amy Hett
Chuck Hilby
Carol Hightower
Meghan Hill
Meghan Hill
Charles Hiscock
Jason Hlavin
Missy Hoch
Kristin Hogan
Jalisa Holmes
Samona Hood
Grant Hopper
Kelley Hren
Elisa  Hunt
Quyen Huynh
Zaria Jakes
Steve Janca
Stacey Jarboe
Sabrina Jennings
Anna Jimenez
Gina Jira
Steve John
Jill Johnson
Tamzen Jones
Meghan Jones
Rebecca Jurkowski
Haylee Kalkman
Sarah Kanive
Samantha Kaspar
Shari Katich-Rogers
Erica Kegarise
Heather Kerfoot
Lisa Kerns
Andrea Klimpke
Laurel Kohlmann
Cheryl Kozel

Christine Kral
Melisa Krause
Gina Krizman
Megan Kucia
Kenneth Lambert
Cindy Larry
Julie Larson
Karen Laskowski
Tracey Laurx
Barbi LeClere
Mike Lehman
Lara Lenertz
Stephanie Leo
Karen Lewis
Peter Linden
Nina Lindstrom
Kathryn Linneman
Chuck Linneman
Elizabeth Linning
Lyssa Liotta
Stacia Lockman
William Loftus
Abigail Logoda
Heather Long
Jessica Losiniecki
Matt Love
Janet Luberda
Beatriz Luna
Alexis Lund
Elizabeth Lundeen
Robert Lundquist
Edwin Maisonet
Sarah Malcolm
Caitlin Malek
Whitney Martino
Karen Masus
Jamie Max
Andrew McCann
Jeannine McConnell
Stephanie McGinnis
Ron McKay
Timothy McKenna
Jonathan McLear
Tara McPhedran
Nicole McPherson
Sheila McQuade
Karen McWethy
Julie Medeles
Brenda Mendoza
Phyllis Mervine
Lisa Metallo
Todd Mielcarz
Melissa Miller
Pamela Miller
Emily Minarcik
Cheryl Mix
Amanda Monaco
Tycora Morris
Christina Mulvey
Lori Murphy
Meagan Murphy
Megan Musano
Annessa Nagy
Sara Nagy
Lisa Nelson

Cari Neville
Cynthia Newendyke
Jordan Niebuhr
Marnie Noel
Elise Nolan
Linda Nudera
Loretta O’Brien
Heidi Ochsenschlager
Lynette Olexa
Margaret Olson
Kim Orchard
Alison Orebaugh
Laurel Ormond
Matthew Orr
Bonnie Osborne
Virginia Owens
Kelly Papp
Jennifer Pauley
Julie Paulson
Ann Marie Pawlisz
Joshua Payne
Pamela Penney
Victor  Perez
Megan Peterman
Pat Peterman
Dawnn Peterson
Erik Pettyjohn
Terry Phelps
Timothy Phelps
Lindsey Pilmer
Theresa Podschweit
Katie Pool
Brandi Powers
James Pretkelis
John Proczko
Maria Pronschinske
Eve Pulver-Johnson
Subajete Qitaku
Teri Queen
Sandra Quintanilla
Kristen Quigley
Brent Raby
Corinne Rapp
Elisabeth Rausch
Rowena Raymundo
Jana Ream
Katie Reinhart
Jennifer Rensner
James Retkelis
Jennifer Reuland
Kristin Rhodes
Joseph Rigaud
Melissa Righter
Danielle Rios
Mayra Rios
Jannalee Robbins
Nicole Roberts
Scott Robowski
Jill Roderick
Laurie Rodriguez
Ingrid Roney
Tammie Rosa
Megan Rothery
Jessica Rucka
Elizabeth Ruddy

DISTRICT TEACHERS & STAFF GIVING BACK

Laura Ruddy
Ken Ruffalo
Michael Runge
Caryn Runowiecki
Lauren Rymarz
Adriana Saenz
David Sally
Courtney Sanchez
Sarah Sarasin
Andrew Scharm
Trina Schaschwary
Kristin Schoenie
Nicoleta Scott
Lisa Settles
Terri Shepard
Amy Symons
Kristie Szwajkowski
Amy Talkington
Heidi Tartaglia
Lynn Taylor
Rose Tellez
Sharon Thierfelder
Lisa Thomas
Susan Thompson
Mary Thompson
Sergio Tijerina
Adrianne Tomkinson
Melissa Torres
Teresa Towles
Amy Townes
Brittany Tres 
Kevin Triplett
Sue Tydd
Brianna Tyler
Lauren Vaclavik
Jessica VanderVennet
Jacqueline VanKammen
Mark VanSlyke
Previn Verghhese
Rich Vernon
Karen Vesely
Michelle Voris
Reed Vostal
Sarah Waddell
Teresa Waldinger
Steve Wallace
Molly Walz
Kristin Wakely
Tracey Ward
Lauren Wasulko
Lauren Waters
Cheryl White
Jennifer Whiteaker
Kim Wicyk
Kristain Williams
Steven Williams
Robin Wilson
Mary Winchell
Amy Winslow
Chuck Wolter
Julie Wulff
Kathy Yarbrough
Jamie Zollers

*Lori Murphy 
*Angie Smith
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An A+ Thank You to these staff members who are giving back through our $1.29 Employee Giving Program. Their donation of $1.29 from 
their paycheck every two weeks provides funding for classroom grants, events and materials at all of our schools, for all of our students.
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CELEBRATING 129 DAY GIVING BACK TO STUDENTS
This year we were able to provide each school with a dollar per student.  A check was delivered to each school on January 29, which is 
now celebrated as 129 Day! 

FEARN ELEMENTARY 
Purchase books for students

FREEMAN ELEMENTARY 
Purchase books for students

GOODWIN ELEMENTARY 
SEL Awards Assembly

GREENMAN ELEMENTARY 
Sensory Space Stage

HALL ELEMENTARY 
Indoor/Outdoor Recess Supplies

HILL ELEMENTARY 
End of Year Event Celebrating 
Learning & Growth

NICHOLSON ELEMENTARY 
Purchase books for students

SCHNEIDER ELEMENTARY 
Literacy Trunk or Treat and Fun Run	

SMITH ELEMENTARY 
End of Year Celebration for 
After-School Club

EARLY LEARNING ACADEMY 
Plants and Flowers for
Playground Garden

BLACKHAWK ACADEMY 
Student Incentives

HERGET M.S. 
Diverse Books and End of
Year Celebration

JEFFERSON M.S. 
Virtual Presentation by Musical Artist

JEWEL M.S. 
End of Year Celebration – Carnival

WASHINGTON M.S. 
Reading Night 

WEST HIGH 
Treats for Students after State Testing

Giving is not just about making a donation. It is about makeing a difference!



A+ CERTIFICATES OF APPRECIATION
A+ FOUNDATION
Randi Ochsenschlager 
Debbie and Randy Steinheimer 

ADMINISTRATION
Hector Salcido 
Jessica Hernandez Luna 
Kim Wicyk 
Jeff Craig

BLACKHAWK ACADEMY
Pam Young

EARLY LEARNING ACADEMY
Erin Braden 
Jessie Brown 
Michelle Navarro 

FEARN
David Russell
Joshua Toopes 

FREEMAN
Alexis Banks 
Chris Wiegert 
Denise Banach 
Julian Mendez 
Vince Delao 

GOODWIN
Debbie Groom
Christina Buckman 
Cindy Salvesen 
Deonta McKinney 
Emily Wrenn 
Karen Swanson 
Kenneth Carlson 
Megan Anderson
Deonta McKinney
Nathan Cotter 

GREENMAN
Marsha Evitts 
Mike Tovrea 
Mike Berg 
Scott Hamling 
Mike Lehman 

Dan Petrusich 
Mike Snyder 
Octavio Velasco 
Michele Filecia-Treptow 
Rebecca Marston 
Yvette Rodriguez 
Rebecca Carder 
Marsha Evitts 
Jean Kindelin 
Kim Scharf 
Kelly Epley
Kelly Papp
Katie Love

HOPE D. WALL
Cathy Stenman 
Rhonda Lundy

SCHNEIDER
Nicoleta Scott

SMITH
Pete Clabough 
Trina Leonard 
Yvonne Gibson 

HERGET
Anthony Stancati 
Paul Loqui 
Adam White 
Cathy Krull 

JEWEL
Cori Younie 
Glendaly Vega 

WASHINGTON
Karen Vesely 
Sarah Biewer 

WEST HIGH
Amy Winslow 
Bob Fowler 
Chris Green 
Christina Tammen 
Chuck Hiscock 
Dr. Rod Schueller 

Emily Wrenn 
Erica Kegarise 
Janice Coy 
Janine Stuck 
Jen Pauley 
Jennifer Dupus
Joseph Billquist 
Kelsey Skogsberg 
Kylee Schroeder
Megan Anderson 
Melanie Hess 
Mike Leonard 
Quyen Huynh 
Sean Tait
Teresa Waldinger

TRANSPORTATION
Beverly Bus Driver

EAST AURORA
Shane Gillespie

11
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Advanced Placement Fund

Administrative Endowment

Fund-a-Need Fund

Reading Initiative Fund

Reading Endowment

Dr. Sherry R. Eagle Endowment

Janet Kircher Isler Endowment

Meg Papdolias Endowment

Sten & Lucile Halfvarson Endowment

Library Endowment

Hosler Harris Endowment

Richard & Carole Wyatt Endowment

Alumni Scholarship Fund

John “Jack” Harkness Fund

Smith School Fund

John W. McDougal Fund

Richard J. Dorsey Fund

Senior Celebration Fund

Unrestricted Total

Beginning Balance
June 30, 2021 Receipts Disbursements

 Ending Balance
June 30, 2022

  3 

  325 

  4 

  202 

  150 

  133 

  262 

  42 

  27 

  160 

  40 

  202 

  1 

  11 

  9 

  2 

  5 

  -   

  83 

  14 

  8 

  17 

  2 

  3 

  3 

  5 

  3 

  2 

  3 

  1 

  4 

  0 

  -   

  0 

  -   

  -   

  1 

  154 

  12 

  16 

  20 

  0 

  3 

  2 

  3 

  3 

  1 

  1 

  5 

  2 

  0 

  1 

  9 

  -   

  -   

  1 

  112 

  5 

  269 

  1 

  191 

  127 

  114 

  225 

  36 

  23 

  137 

  31 

  173 

  2 

  10 

  0 

  2 

  5 

  0 

  125 

FINANCIALS 
($000)

FUND

TOTAL OF ALL FUNDS 1,662 220 192 1,475

  -   

  (48)

  -   

  (13)

  (23)

  (20)

  (40)

  (6)

  (4)

  (25)

  (6)

  (31)

  -   

  -   

  -   

  -   

  -   

  -   

  (0)

Capital Gains

(216)

2,000

1,500

1,000

500

0

Begi
nni

ng 
Bala

nce

Rece
ipts

Disb
urs

em
ent

s

Capi
tal 

Los
ses

Endi
ng 

Bala
nce



A+ FOUNDATION FOR WEST AURORA SCHOOLS
1877 West Downer Place, Aurora, IL 60506   630.301.5054   www.aplusfoundation.sd129.org

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS
The Vaya Group

City of Aurora

City of Aurora Alderman At Large Ron 
Woerman, Alderman Bill Donnell, and 
Alderman Mike Saville

Old Second National Bank

Cordogan Clark & Associates

Nicor Gas

Aurora Fast Print

Oxie Affordable Optical

Kirhofer Sports

Organic Life

Stone Tower Proprieties

20/10 Engineering Group, LLC

Konen Insurance

US Army

Aurora Educational Association 
West (AEAW)

West Aurora Blackhawk Sports Boosters

Spartan Ale House


