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European benchmark CEFR: https://www.coe.int/en/web/common-european-framework-reference-languages

Six levels of foreign language proficiency

The CEFR describes foreign language proficiency at six levels: 
A1 and A2, B1 and B2, C1 and C2. It also defines three ‘plus’ 
levels (A2+, B1+, B2+)

Based on empirical research and widespread consultation, this 
scheme makes it possible:

● to establish learning and teaching objectives
● to review curricula
● to design teaching materials and
● to provide a basis for recognising language qualifications 

thus facilitating educational and occupational mobility.
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Learning languages - European benchmarks

The CEFR is much more than proficiency scales

The CEFR’s scales of foreign language proficiency are accompanied by a 
detailed analysis of communicative contexts, themes, tasks and purposes as 
well as scaled descriptions of the competences on which we draw when we 
communicate.

The CEFR is used in teacher education, the reform of foreign language 
curricula, the development of teaching materials and for the comparability of 
qualifications.

https://www.coe.int/en/web/common-european-framework-reference-languages
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What are the components of language proficiency?

Learning languages - competencies

Reception Production

Oral language Listening 
comprehension 

Spoken interaction 
and production 

Written language Reading 
comprehension

Writing production

Example: Passport program at FASRI: https://www.fasri.org/academics/passport-program

https://www.fasri.org/academics/passport-program
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