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¾
This is a tutorial created to assist referees   
and high school scorers w

ith C
IF scoring 

procedures. 
¾

Text describing events on the court w
ill 

appear first.  
¾

A
 score sheet w

ill show
 how

 to score 
these events. 

 



 
 ¾

This P
ow

erP
oint form

at w
as created by Kevin G

ould of    
N

orth C
arolina. The data w

as form
atted by B

ob B
oese 

of Louisiana and edited by R
ick B

row
n of O

hio.  Jan 
Filip of C

alifornia m
odified it for use in the training of 

C
IF  scorekeepers w

ith the assistance of Lyle W
right 

and D
iane C

ranor. 
 ¾

This presentation is the overall process of scoring a  
      m

atch, w
hat to expect and how

 to guide the official    
      scorer. 
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A sam
ple set is about to begin.  To practice 

scorekeeping, have a blank scoresheet and a black 
(or blue) pen and a red pen at hand.  The sam

ple set 
covers a w

ide variety of potential set situations.  The 
objective is to learn the proper procedures for 
recording set events.  M

any of the events described in 
this sam

ple set rarely occur, and w
ill realistically not 

happen in a typical set or m
atch.  The objective is to 

learn the proper procedure and how
 to apply it to the 

specific play rather than to expect your future sets to 
present sim

ilar situations.     
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¾
A

s you go through the slides, you w
ill see 

several text boxes like this one.   
¾

These boxes w
ill describe a situation, and 

you w
ill be able to record the appropriate 

action on the scoresheet.   
¾

In m
ost cases, the box w

ill disappear after 
a m

ouse click.  
¾

O
nce the block fades, the proper action w

ill 
appear on the scoresheet.   

¾
In addition, the sym

bol below
 indicates that 

you should click on the arrow
 to advance. 
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¾
The score sheet used in this clinic reflects 
the current m

odel being used in C
alifornia. 

¾
H

ow
ever, referees w

ill encounter scorers 
w

ho are not w
ell trained or w

ho do not 
record inform

ation in the w
ay show

n here.  
¾

R
ather than em

phasize how
 to score each 

set in this m
anner, the R

2 w
ill need to be 

flexible as long as the inform
ation entered 

on the score sheet is accurate. 
 



B
LA

N
K

 SC
O

R
ESH

EET 
S

Y
M

B
O

LS
 U

S
E

D
 IN

 K
E

E
P

IN
G

 S
C

O
R

E
 

A
R

E
 LO

C
A

T
E

D
 H

E
R

E
 



VO
LLEYBALL SC

O
RIN

G
 

SAM
PLE SET 

For C
urrent Year H

igh School Volleyball Seasons 

¾
This is a set betw

een A
dam

s H
igh School 

and M
adison H

igh School played at 
M

adison G
ym

 on O
ctober 2. 

¾
The first referee/R

1 is B
rian H

em
elgarn, the 

second referee/R
2 is D

onna W
histler and 

the official scorer is Jan Filip. 



The scorer should fill in:  
 

The H
eader – w

hich includes: 
�

S
chools’ nam

es (at the very top). 
�

D
ate and tim

e the m
atch is being played. 

�
Location – w

here it is being played. 
 

S
et num

ber – 1, 2, 3, 4 or 5. 
 

O
fficials’ nam

es – R
1 &

 R
2. 

�
O

fficial scorer’s nam
e – take credit for your 

w
ork and efforts. 

Basic Inform
ation 

1 2 3 



1 

2 

H
eader 

Set N
um

ber 
D

onna W
histler 

O
fficials 

3 



¾
S

chool nam
es are entered on the side that 

corresponds to w
here each team

 w
ill start the m

atch 
– A

dam
s on the left and M

adison on the right.  
¾

S
corer m

arks the team
 w

ith the first serve.  
   (R

2 typically tells the scorer w
ho has serve – A

dam
s 

w
ins the coin toss and elects to receive.) 

     
   ¾

Lineups should be added from
 the lineup sheets 

subm
itted by coaches in serve order. 

M
AD

ISO
N

 
X 

23 

2 4 6 
8c 
10 
12 

Set 

AD
AM

S 

Set 
X 

42 

1c 
3 5 7 9 

11 



School N
am

es 

First Serve 

Starting Line-ups 

D
onna W

histler 
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¾
If a num

ber appears on the lineup sheet 
that isn’t on the team

 roster (w
hich m

ust be 
subm

itted w
ith 10 m

inutes left in the tim
ed 

w
arm

-up), the scorer should inform
 the 

R
2. 

¾
If the scorer hasn’t received the lineups for 
both team

s and it’s approaching 2 m
inutes 

rem
aining in the tim

ed w
arm

-up, the 
scorer should inform

 the R
2. 



D
ouble C

heck 
¾

R
2, scorer and libero tracker all com

pare 
the subm

itted line-up sheets to the score 
sheet and the Libero Tracking S

heet to 
verify that they show

 the sam
e 

inform
ation. 
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11 

42 
23 
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  4 
  6 
  8c 
10 
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M
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Set 
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¾
If a coach does not include a libero num

ber on 
the subm

itted lineup sheet, the team
 w

ill not be 
able to use a libero for that set.  The R

2 should 
check the line up sheet . If the libero num

ber is 
m

issing, verify w
ith the coach that his/her team

 is 
not using the libero for that set.  The R

2 uses 
preventive officiating by asking the head coach if 
they intend to use the libero. 

  �
 N

O
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O
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¾
The team

 m
ay still use the libero for another set – 

but only if a libero num
ber appears on the lineup 

sheet for that set. 
 



6:32 pm
 

D
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¾
 W

hen M
adison #2 contacts the ball, enter the 

start tim
e: 6:32 pm

.  
¾

 Then draw
 a circle (      ) on the line in #2’s 

individual area.  The circle indicates a legal serve 
occurred. Verify that the actual server m

atches 
the listed one. If it is a w

rong server, notify the R
2 

at the next dead ball!  
¾

 M
ake sure the circle touches both the top and     

bottom
 line.   



6:32 pm
 

1     

D
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histler 

¾
 M

adison scores a point (point  1 ) on #2's serve. 

Running Score Column 

¾
 C

ircle the corresponding point in M
adison’s 

R
unning S

core colum
n after each point is scored. 



6:32 pm
 

1     

D
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¾
 M

adison scores a point (point  2 ) on #2's serve. 

2     



6:32 pm
 

1     2     R     
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¾
 M

adison loses the next rally. 
The loss of rally sign looks like this  R

 



1   
3   4   R   

2   
1 

2 
R
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¾
 A

dam
s scores a point (point 1) on M

adison #2's 
    loss of rally. 
¾

 S
lash point 1 in the running score for A

dam
s. 

 and put a rally point in the scoring area  for 
    A

dam
s first server (#1). 

 ¾
 A

dam
s scores three m

ore points (points   2   ,    
    3   and   4  ) on #1's serve. 
 ¾

 Then, A
dam

s loses the rally. 



3 
4 

5 
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D
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histler 

¾
  M

adison scores a point (point 3) on A
dam

s #1’s  
     loss of rally – slash point 3 in M

adison’s running     
     score and put a rally 3rd point in the scoring  
     area of M

adison #4.  

¾
  M

adison #4 scores tw
o m

ore points (points    4     
     and     5   ). 

¾
  Then, M

adison loses the rally. 
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D
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¾
  A

dam
s scores a point (point 5) on M

adison #4's  
     loss of rally. 
¾

  R
em

em
ber to slash point 5 in M

adison’s  
     running score. 
¾

  Then w
rite the loss of rally point (5) on A

dam
s’ 

     #3’s serving line. 



6 
7 

8 
R 

D
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¾
  A

dam
s’ libero (#42) com

es in to serve for #3  
     (This replacem

ent is not a substitution and is     
     recorded only on the Libero Tracking S

heet). 
¾

  The scorer places a triangle (      )around serving  
     position II on contact w

ith the ball to show
 that is   

     the only place the libero can serve in the rotation  
     during this set. 

¾
  A

dam
s’ libero serves and A

dam
s scores three  

     m
ore points (points  6  ,  7   and  8  ).   

¾
  The scorer places a triangle around every point  

     the libero scores in both the individual scoring  
     area and the running score. 

¾
  A

dam
s then loses the rally. 



6 
S 58/6 

58 

D
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¾
  M

adison scores one point (point 6) w
hen  A

dam
s  

    lost the rally. 

¾
  M

adison substitutes #58 in / #6 out (S
 58/6). 

¾
  58/6 m

eans #58 substituted in and #6 left the  
     court. 
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¾
The scorer should m

ark the scoresheet in 
three (3) places for every substitution: 

�
1 – in the player individual points area: record “S

” if the 
serving team

 substitutes or “S
x” if the receiving team

 
substitutes follow

ed by the player num
bers – 

Incom
ing/O

utgoing. 
�

2 - player num
ber: slash the num

ber of the player 
com

ing out of the set and enter the num
ber of the player 

entering the set. 
�

3 – under “S
ubstitutions”: slash the applicable num

ber to 
show

 the total num
ber of team

 substitutions used to that 
point. 

 



7 
8 

R 
      

9 

D
onna W
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¾
  M

adison scores tw
o points (  7   and   8  ) on  

     #58's serve. 
¾

  M
adison loses the next rally. 

¾
  A

dam
s scores a point (point 9) on M

adison #58’s  
     loss of rally. 



Tx 

8 - 9 

8 - 9 

8 - 9 

D
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¾
  M

adison calls a Tim
e–out. 

¾
  S

corer should record tim
e-out by receiving team

  
     as Tx and put the score w

hen it is called (8-9) in  
     the tim

e-outs box – the score of the team
 that  

     called the tim
e-out is listed first. 



(c) 

9 

R 

Sx 30/7  
30 

D
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¾
  A

dam
s substitutes #30 for #7 (S

x 30/7). 
¾

 M
adison’s libero (#23) replaces #8  

    (not a substitution!) to serve. #23 becom
es  

    floor captain. The scorer m
arks 23 (c). 

¾
  The scorer places a triangle (     )   around  

     serving position IV
 w

hen #23 contacts the  
     ball to show

 this is the only place the libero  
     can serve in this set. 

¾
  A

dam
s #5 serves and loses the rally. 

¾
  M

adison scores a point (point 9) on  
     A

dam
s #5's loss of rally. 
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¾
A

nything that happens during a player’s 
term

 of service is m
arked on the line 

follow
ing that player’s num

ber – including 
substitutions, tim

e-outs and penalties – 
even if it’s som

ething the other team
 does: 

 �
S

ubstitutions  (S
x and the player’s num

bers) 
�

Tim
eouts        (Tx)  

�
P

enalties        (P
 follow

ed by num
ber of point scored) 

 



 R 
10 

D
onna W
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M
ISTAK
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¾
  M

adison’s libero serves and M
adison loses the  

     rally. 
¾

  N
ote that the scorer m

akes a m
istake and fails to  

     record M
adison’s libero’s serve in a triangle  

     w
hich the R

2 should spot at the next tim
e–out.  

¾
  A

dam
s scores a point (point 10) on M

adison  
     libero’s loss of rally. 



Tx 
11 

12 13 
14 

            

9 - 14 

R 

D
onna W

histler 

¾
  A

dam
s scores four m

ore points (points  11 , 12  ,  

    13  &
  14  ) on #30's serve. 

¾
  M

adison calls its 2nd tim
e-out (Tx) w

ith the score    
     A

dam
s 14; M

adison 9. 

¾
  The R

2 catches the scorer’s previous error  
     regarding the libero’s loss of rally.  The  
     scorekeeper “X’s” out the w

rong sym
bol and  

     replaces it w
ith a  R

 . 
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¾
Team

s typically call tim
e out w

hen the other 
team

 is serving to try to halt the m
om

entum
 and 

m
ake adjustm

ents. 
¾

S
corer records “Tx” in box score and also w

rites 
in the score at the tim

e of the tim
e out in the 

tim
eout box (calling team

’s score first). 
¾

A
 team

 gets only tw
o tim

e outs per set. The 
scorer should tell the R

2 and indicate to the R
1 

the num
ber of tim

e outs taken by both team
s 

w
hen a tim

e out is called. If a third tim
e out is 

called, the scorer should inform
 the R

2 
im

m
ediately. 



16   17  18    R
 

            

10 

D
onna W

histler 

 Sx 6/58 

58 

2 

6 

¾
  M

adison subs #6 back in for #58 (S
x 6/58). 

15 

¾
  A

dam
s #30 scores four m

ore points (points 15  ,  
    16  ,  17  &  18  ) then loses the next rally. 
¾

  M
adison scores a point (point 10) on A

dam
s 

    #30's loss of rally. 



RS  R 
19 

D
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¾
  M

adison #10 has a re–serve (R
S

) – the R
2 verifies  

     this for the scorer. 
¾

  M
adison #10

 then foot faults to lose the next rally. 
     S

ince a foot fault is an illegal serve, the R
 goes   

     in a square (      ) because it is a “no serve”. 

¾
  A

dam
s scores a point (point 19) on M

adison 
    #10's loss of rally. 
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20  21 

   

   

P22 

P 

23 24 

      

 R 
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¾
  A

dam
s scores penalty point 22 on the red card.  

¾
  The scorer enters the follow

ing in the  
C

om
m

ents section: 
 R

C
, M

adison #2, UC
, Set 1, 10-21 

 You w
ill copy this inform

ation in the C
om

m
ents     

      section of every later set as w
ell. 

¾
  A

dam
s #9 serves and scores tw

o points (  20        
     and  21  ).    
¾

  M
adison #2 calls the R

1 a jerk and receives a  
     red card. 

¾
  The scorer puts boxed P

22 ( P
22 ) in the individual  

     score and boxed P
22 in the running score.   

     A
dam

s scores tw
o m

ore points (points  23   
     and  24  ), then loses the rally. 



11 
 R 

25 

D
onna W
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¾
  M

adison scores a point (point 11) w
hen  

     A
dam

s #9 lost the last rally. 
¾

  M
adison #12 serves and loses the next 

    rally. 

¾
  A

dam
s scores a point (point 25) on  

     M
adison #12's loss of rally and w

ins the  
     set, 25–11. 



D
onna W

histler 
D

W
 

¾
  The end tim

e of the set is 6:54 pm
. 

 •  The scorer should record the nam
e and score of     

     the w
inning team

 and the losing team
 for set one  

     and sign the scoresheet. 
 ¾

  The R
2 should verify the score and then initial/  

     sign the scoresheet/book for set one (and all 
     subsequent sets). 
¾

  A
t the conclusion of the m

atch, the R
1 shall  

     verify all scoresheets before initialing and signing  
     per R

ule 5.3.4e. 



R
EM

EM
B

ER
 

¾
If it becom

es necessary to return to S
erver I, the scorer 

changes to a red pen for the second tim
e through the 

serving order.  If a third tim
e through the rotation becom

es 
necessary, it w

ill be done in black (or blue) again.  
¾

The O
fficial Scorer is part of the team

 w
ith the R

1, R
2, 

Libero Tracker, Tim
er and Line Judges. 

¾
The score on the official score sheet is alw

ays considered 
to be the correct score! 

¾
If there is a discrepancy and the R

1 or R
2 has definite 

know
ledge, the score sheet m

ay be adjusted.  If the issue 
cannot be resolved, the official score sheet is the final 
answ

er. 
•

The scorer shouldn’t hesitate to ask the R
2 for help 

if/w
hen it is needed – any issues need to be fixed w

hile 
they are sm

all and still m
anageable. 



      
 

 

H
ave a successful 

volleyball season 


