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Are ACSI Students 
College and Career Ready? 

PreACT and PreACT 8/9
Can Help!

Paula Brown
Director, ACT West                           
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Agenda

Objective:  To help ACSI students 
maximize growth and prepare for the 
ACT Test 

• ACT College and Career Readiness 
Standards and Benchmarks 

• PreACT Overview

• PreACT Data and Reporting

• Use Case Scenario

• ACT Resources
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How can ACSI schools use this information? 
• Use the College Readiness Standards in YOUR class to increase 

the level of rigor at which students are required to perform 
• Identify students within each score range 
• Use data to move students to the next score range

ACT CCR Standards:  “Empirically derived descriptions of the essential 
skills and knowledge students need to become ready for college and 
career.”

What are the ACT College Readiness Benchmarks?

• College and Career 
Readiness Standards = 
skills and knowledge 

• College Readiness 
Benchmarks = level of 
skills and knowledge for 
college success

Benchmarks

Subject ACT Score First Year College Course

English 18 English Composition

Math 22 College Algebra

Reading 22 Social Sciences

Science 23 Biology

ELA 20 English Composition and Social Sciences

STEM 26
Calculus, Chemistry, Biology, Physics, and 
Engineering

Minimum ACT scores required for high probability of success 
(75%C↑; 50%B↑) in first-year, credit-bearing college courses 
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Pipeline to 
College 
Readiness—
PreACT 
Overview

How can ACT help ACSI students 
prepare for the ACT test?

8

7

8



10/21/2020

5

9

10

9

10



10/21/2020

6

PreACT                PreACT 8/9
▪ A grade 8/9 test aligned to the PreACT

and ACT tests
▪ Multiple-choice paper assessment
▪ Flexible test administration dates 

▪ Monitors progress toward college and 
career readiness

▪ Predicts performance on the PreACT
and the ACT

▪ Provides an Indicator of Progress 
toward Career Readiness

▪ $14/Scored Assessment
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▪ 10th grade multiple-choice paper 
assessment 

▪ Shorter in length than the ACT 

▪ Flexible test administration dates

▪ Predicts performance on the ACT

▪ Rapid reporting means earlier and more 
effective intervention and planning

▪ Provides an Indicator of Progress 
toward Career Readiness

▪ $14/Scored Assessment
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Key Benefits for Students and Parents

▪ Early practice for taking the ACT test and learn their potential         
performance for the ACT

▪ Provides PreACT score and predicted ACT score ranges 
on the ACT 1–36 scale

▪ Results of the ACT Interest Inventory help student 
and parents understand if student’s interests and 
career goals are aligned with their academic performance

▪ Understand general academic strengths and weaknesses
as well as specific areas of need for academic intervention

▪ Helps inform conversations about academic, interests, college, 
and career choices and students may opt to share their 
information with colleges and scholarship agencies 

Key Benefits for Educators 
▪Flexible administration (Sept 1–June1)

▪Provides a snapshot of how students are performing 
across academic standards

▪Reporting categories provide insights to inform 
classroom and educator intervention

▪Enables counselors to have informed conversations 
about academics, interests, college, and career 
choices

▪Quick access to individual student data and patterns
of performance 
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Test Timing
The PreACT and PreACT 8/9 test time- 2 hours and 10 minutes

English—45 
items,

30 minutes

Mathematics—
36 items,

40 minutes

Reading—25 
items,

30 minutes

Science
30 minutes

Science—25 
items,

30 minutes

PreACT 
and 8/9 
Reporting

What do the data tell us? 
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PreACT Research
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Student 
Report

Student 
Report
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PreACT: Student Item Response Report 

A Practice ACT® Test 
Experience

Deep dive into 
the item responses 
by subject to 
understand areas of 
success and areas for 
opportunities for all 
students.

PreACT Interest Inventory 

A Practice ACT® Test 
Experience
Use this non-cognitive 
information to start 
conversations 
with students about 
future careers and 
interests.
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Educator Reports Package 
• Student List Report

• Scores/Predicted ACT Ranges
• Majors/Careers

• Item Response Summary Report

• Early Intervention Roster
• Educational Plans
• Career Interests
• Needs for Assistance
• Coursework Plans
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Student List Report
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Early Intervention Reports
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PreACT 
Implementation
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Test Improvement with PreACT:  
Success Story
The Why 

• ACT composite Scores of 19 and above will pay for college or 
vocational programs (scholarship money)

• Out of a class of 120 around 20 students were within 1 to 2                
points of making a composite 19.

• Improve college retention rate by improving college readiness            
and creating less need for remediation courses.
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The Plan
• September 2018 - Convince the administration that $13 per 

student was a great use of money to get an early look at 
potential ACT performance 

• November 2018 - Sophomore Workshop on why the ACT is 
important.

• December 2018 - Administer the PreACT to all 10th graders.

• January 2019 - Return scores to student with 45-minute 
workshops on how to use the score packs for improvement.
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Timeline

January 2019

• Two evening meetings for parents to see the reports and to 
learn how to use them.

January to May

• Data discussion and teacher training to use ACT’s College 
Readiness standards to increase test performance.
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Timeline

September 2019

• All Juniors (last fall) looked at their PreACT Packs again. The 
Instructional Facilitator worked with this group to develop 
written personal improvement and goal-setting documents.

• PLCs are presented with the student-created plans and asked 
to intervene within their content areas.
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Timeline
January 2020 ACT Bootcamp:

• Distribution of the “The Official ACT Prep Guide” 

• In-depth examination of each ACT Section with strategies
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Timeline

March 2020 - Junior ACT

May 2020 - Examine Scores and Celebrate!—now planned for 
November.  
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RESULTS
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• Of the 105 students who 
took the ACT test, 59% of 
students achieved ACT 
scores that qualified them 
for the Arkadelphia 
Promise Scholarship and 
the Arkansas Challenge 
Scholarship––a 
significant step in making 
postsecondary education 
more accessible. 

• There was also a notable 
improvement in science 
scores in particular: 44% 
of students scored within 
the 20–36 range, versus 
just 40% the year before.

• Twenty-six percent of the 
students scored above 
the range predicted by 
PreACT. 

• In total, 78% scored at or 
above their predicted 
range, based on initial 
PreACT scores
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ACT Knowledge Hub
https://success.act.org/s/
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Getting Ready 
for the PreACT
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Getting Ready for the PreACT and 
8/9
• Talk to staff about purpose/value of testing—gain buy-in

• Determine test date and order materials

• Receive implementation plan and materials

• Administer testing

• Return materials for scoring

• Receive and analyze reports

• Share data with teachers, students and parents
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Ordering
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Choose ACT US ACSI 
2020-21 in the drop-
down for PreACT 8/9 
and PreACT

www.act.org/preact
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The PreACT and PreACT 8/9:  
Because Practice Makes Possible
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Thank you ACSI 
Schools

Paula Brown
Director, ACT West
paula.brown@act.org
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