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World Languages
Students in the Elementary School have an opportunity to study one of the following World Languages:
● French
● Spanish
 

Specials Classes
Students in the Elementary School have the option to take one semester or one year elective courses in the Students in the Elementary School have the option to take one semester or one year elective courses in the 
following areas:
● Physical Education
● Performing Arts
● Visual Arts

 
Counseling
The Elementary Counseling Program is an essential support system designed to help our students in the The Elementary Counseling Program is an essential support system designed to help our students in the 
development of the skills and dispositions associated with social-emotional learning and child protection.  
All students have access to and receive counseling as needed. The developmental, child-centered curricu-
lum is focused on the five interrelated sets of cognitive, affective, and behavior competencies: self-aware-
ness, self-management, social awareness, relationship skills, and responsible decision-making. A variety 
of research-based curricular programs are used to develop and deliver lessons that are designed to en-

AISL Core Values. Early Childhood students receive lessons once per week.  Students in Kindergarten to 
Grade Five receive customized lessons monthly. In addition, select students receive small-group or 
one-to-one sessions to support deeper development of social and emotional skills such as friendship, con-
flict resolution, diversity, self-esteem, and stress management, ensuring every student feels safe and has a 
positive school experience.

Student Support Services
The Elementary School embraces diversity and is committed to supporting the learning needs of all stu-The Elementary School embraces diversity and is committed to supporting the learning needs of all stu-
dents in order for them to successfully and equitably access learning within the AISL curriculum. Our Stu-
dent Support Service Program provides additional intervention for students with learning needs related to 
language acquisition, English as an Additional Language (EAL), and for those which require specific sup-
port through Learning Support (LS).  Through an inclusive and nurturing educational environment, stu-
dents are encouraged to become independent, lifelong learners in a global society.

Afterschool Athletics & Activities
The Elementary School has a vibrant co-curricular program designed to meet the passions, interests and 
needs of students. Each semester, Elementary School students have an opportunity to participate in a va-
riety of after school activities, which include competitive sports, games, digital media, robotics, art, drama, 
and music.
 

General Curriculum
English Language Arts

The English Language Arts program at AISL includes reading, writing, and the critical and creative skills 
and strategies involved in producing and comprehending texts. Learners also use oral and written lan-
guage to make sense of the world, and to communicate, problem solve, and participate in decision-mak-
ing. The AERO English Language Arts Standards drive the development of the key skills, strategies and 
understandings of the essential and relevant components of 21st century literacy, so students can:

● Engage thoughtfully and critically with a wide variety of literary and informational media
● Make meaning, ask questions, and express ideas while listening, reading, and viewing
● Use language and literacy purposefully across a variety of authentic contexts to make connections, 
amplify experience, broaden perspective, design and share information for global communities, and 
reach audiences
● Communicate clearly and articulately through speaking, listening, writing, representing and pre-
senting
● Develop proficiency with the tools of technology
● Build relationships with others to pose and solve problems collaboratively and cross-culturally
● Manage, analyze, and synthesize multiple streams of simultaneous information
 

 
The literacy units below integrate relevant math, social studies and science standards where possible to 
ensure a rich and meaningful learning experience for our students.
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In addition, students engage in Word Study which is an important component of a balanced literacy pro-
gram. During these sessions they learn about the structures and meanings of words through vocabulary in-
struction, phonological awareness, phonics, and decoding.

Social Studies
The AISL Social Studies program provides diverse, authentic and transferable opportunities for our Eagles to 
develop important skills and understandings to better comprehend the historical and current nature of the 
world as well as their role as global citizens of a culturally diverse, equitable, inclusive and just society in an 
interdependent world who can make a positive difference.
 
The AERO Social Studies Curriculum Standards drive the development of the key skills and understandings The AERO Social Studies Curriculum Standards drive the development of the key skills and understandings 
through eight distinct concepts: Time, Continuity and Change, Connections and Conflict, Geography, Cul-
ture, Society and Identity, Government, Production, Distribution and Consumption, and Science, Technology 
and Society. Through intentionally-designed units of study, learners are able to:



● engage in inquiry and conduct research
● draw evidence-based conclusions
● critically and creatively apply knowledge and concepts to solve complex, authentic, ‘wicked’ prob-
lems now and in the future
 

The social studies units below integrate key literacy, math, and where relevant, science standards to 
ensure a rich and meaningful learning experience for our students.

Kindergarten
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Grade Level
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Grade 2
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Science
 
The AISL Science program is driven by the Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS) with attention paid to 
the three dimensions of learning: the fundamental science and engineering practices, developing knowledge 
of the cross-cutting concepts that are foundational to science disciplines and disciplinary core ideas.
 
With the scientific inquiry cycle at the heart, learning is student-driven, hands-on and is centered around With the scientific inquiry cycle at the heart, learning is student-driven, hands-on and is centered around 
‘phenomena’ that spark students' curiosity and wonder. Students will ask questions, construct explanations, 
plan and carry out investigations and engage in arguments from evidence, and apply and transfer their un-
derstanding through authentic, performance-based tasks and assessments. For engineering, the students ex-
plore real-life problems and take action through investigating, testing and iterative designing. Other funda-
mental practices developed through the curriculum  include:

● developing and using models,
● using mathematical and computational thinking,
● data collecting, interpreting and analyzing
● obtaining, evaluating, and communicating information.

 
The science units below integrate key literacy, math and social studies standards, where relevant,  to ensure a 
rich and meaningful learning experience for students.



Mathematics
 
The AISL Mathematics program is driven by the AERO Mathematical standards which places emphasis on 
the conceptual underpinnings of mathematics as part of developing a deep understanding of mathematical 
strands rather than solely arithmetic. Mathematical understanding involves students:
 
● engaging in relevant, authentic, rich tasks that invite inquiry and investigation● engaging in relevant, authentic, rich tasks that invite inquiry and investigation
● posing questions to identify and solve problems using a variety of tools and strategies
● using math practices to solve problems and justify answers
● strengthening and employing fluency of procedural skills (operations, tools, strategies)
● discovering multiple methods for seeking solutions
● developing critical, creative, logical and computational thinking
● communicating mathematical ideas with accuracy, precision and clarity
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Physical Education
 
Learning in physical education is driven by the National Physical Education Standards (SHAPE), which 
focus on leading students to:
● establish habits for good health,
● develop fundamental and advanced motor skills
● improve self-confidence● improve self-confidence
● increase levels of physical fitness that are associated with high academic achievement.
 

Additionally, it encourages Eagles to develop personal and social behaviors, including self-management, Additionally, it encourages Eagles to develop personal and social behaviors, including self-management, 
sportsmanship, problem-solving, safety and communication skills that encourage respect for self and 
others. Similarly, the patterns of physical activity acquired during childhood and adolescence are likely to 
be maintained throughout our graduates’ lifespan, providing physical, mental, self-expression and social 
benefits.
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Performing Arts & Visual Arts
 
The Performing and Visual Arts program at AISL, follows the National Core Arts Standards which define The Performing and Visual Arts program at AISL, follows the National Core Arts Standards which define 
artistic literacy and clarify connections between the arts and 21st century skills.  By nature of living in a 
country that is rich with culture as well as being a school serving students of multiple nationalities, AISL 
celebrates our rich diversity through the expression of human creativity and imagination. Through a 
variety of mediums, Eagles artistically express their interpretation of the world around them through a 
variety of visual and performing arts where they are able to:
● Create
● Perform● Perform
● Present
● Produce
● Respond

Visual Arts
 
Visual Arts program at AISL, follows the National Core Arts Standards which define artistic literacy and Visual Arts program at AISL, follows the National Core Arts Standards which define artistic literacy and 
clarify connections between the arts and 21st century skills.  By nature of living in a country that is rich 
with culture as well as being a school serving students of multiple nationalities, AISL celebrates our rich 
diversity through the expression of human creativity and imagination. Through a variety of mediums, 
Eagles artistically express their interpretation of the world around them through a variety of visual and 
performing arts where they are able to:
● Create
● Perform● Perform
● Present
● Produce
● Respond
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World Language
 
Through the development of linguistic and cultural literacy, students expand their communication skills, Through the development of linguistic and cultural literacy, students expand their communication skills, 
broaden their world views, and further develop as empathetic global citizens who can confidently and 
compassionately interact within diverse contexts. In addition, language awareness gained in learning 
additional languages improves understanding of language in general, including one’s own 
mother/heritage language.
 
The integration of these goal areas ensure that students are prepared to apply the skills and The integration of these goal areas ensure that students are prepared to apply the skills and 
understandings of their language learning beyond the instructional setting to bring a global competence 
and mindset to their future careers and experiences and inevitably contribute to the global community.
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Through the development of linguistic and cultural literacy, students expand their communication skills, 
broaden their world views, and further develop as empathetic global citizens who can confidently and 
compassionately interact within diverse contexts. In addition, language awareness gained in learning 
additional languages improves understanding of language in general, including one’s own 
mother/heritage language.
 
The integration of these goal areas ensure that students are prepared to apply the skills and The integration of these goal areas ensure that students are prepared to apply the skills and 
understandings of their language learning beyond the instructional setting to bring a global competence 
and mindset to their future careers and experiences and inevitably contribute to the global community.

Learning a world language has the power to foster an understanding of the interrelation of language, Learning a world language has the power to foster an understanding of the interrelation of language, 
culture and human nature. At the most basic level, it teaches and encourages respect for other peoples by 
expanding one's view of the world, liberalizing one's experiences, and inviting more flexibility and 
tolerance. At AISL, the ACTL World Language Standards provide the skills and understandings for 
students to:
 
● Communicate ideas through spoken language, in writing and through presentation.
● Comprehend spoken language and written texts● Comprehend spoken language and written texts
● Communicates with cultural competence regarding cultural artifacts, practices and beliefs of the 
language.
 

 
Curriculum Focus by Grade
 
Learning an additional world language leads students through distinct proficiency levels - novice, Learning an additional world language leads students through distinct proficiency levels - novice, 
intermediate, advanced - as they acquire the skills and knowledge. In the elementary school, learning is 
structured around the developmental needs of the learners as noted by the grade level curriculum focus 
below.
 
Kindergarten
The program in Kindergarten focuses on the beginning phases of language acquisition by:
● immersing learners in listening to the language● immersing learners in listening to the language
● developing familiarity with sounds, common phrases, basic vocabulary through visual, auditory, 
and kinesthetic activities
● engaging in cultural activities to promote curiosity, awareness, respect, and tolerance
 

1st Grade
The Grade 1 program builds on students’ prior experiences in kindergarten and focuses on:
● communicating using the basic foundation of the language● communicating using the basic foundation of the language
● building vocabulary, grammar and comprehension through games, songs, and interactive activities
● using the language within contexts that involve reading, writing, speaking and listening
● engaging cultural activities to promote curiosity, awareness, respect, and tolerance
 

2nd Grade
The Grade 2 program builds on students' prior experiences in the language, while also differentiating for The Grade 2 program builds on students' prior experiences in the language, while also differentiating for 
those new to the language, and focuses on:  
● communicating using the basic foundation of the language with developing confidence
● continuing to build and reinforce vocabulary, grammar and comprehension through games, songs, 
and interactive activities
● participating in various contexts that involve reading, writing, speaking and listening
● engaging in cultural activities to promote curiosity, awareness, respect, and tolerance

  
3rd Grade
The Grade 3 program continues to build on students' prior experiences while also differentiating for 
those new to the language, and focuses on:
● speaking, listening, reading and writing confidently within the context of the basic rules of grammar 
and vocabulary linked to units and personal interests
● making interdisciplinary connections to develop and reinforce language skills
● writing more complex sentences about diverse topics● writing more complex sentences about diverse topics
● engaging in cultural activities to promote curiosity, awareness, respect, and tolerance
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4th Grade
The Grade 4 program draws on students’ existing knowledge and personal experiences within the 
target language with a focus on:
● expanding development of gender-specific nouns and verb conjugation
● expressing ideas, both spoken and written, using more complex sentence structures about diverse 
topics
● making interdisciplinary connections to develop and reinforce language skills and knowledge● making interdisciplinary connections to develop and reinforce language skills and knowledge
● discovering the cultural and geographical contexts of other countries that speak the target language

 
5th Grade
The students are encouraged to:
● use the target language to communicate with more complex vocabulary and grammar structures
● improve the accuracy of written and oral productions, including spelling, accent use, and accurate ● improve the accuracy of written and oral productions, including spelling, accent use, and accurate 
pronunciation
● expand knowledge base of cultural norms and comparing across cultures.
 

 
External Assessment of Proficiency
 
In order to further enhance the proficiency of our students in French and Spanish, an external assessment In order to further enhance the proficiency of our students in French and Spanish, an external assessment 
is administered twice each year.  The ACTFL Assessment of Performance toward Proficiency in Languages 
(AAPPL) is an assessment of standards-based language learning across the three modes of communication 
(Interpersonal, Presentational, and Interpretive) as defined by the National Standards for Foreign 
Language Learning. The AAPPL assesses Interpersonal Listening/Speaking, Presentational Writing, 
Interpretive Reading, and Interpretive Listening, and ratings are assigned according to the ACTFL 
Performance Descriptors for Language Learners. Teachers review the results of these assessments to 
design instruction as well as for placement in language courses in the high school.

Units of Study by Grade Level
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