
August 12, 2022

Dear Eighth Grade Students & Families,

Orientation trips are unique experiences for middle school students at VMS. They serve as both a transition
back to the school community and an essential exercise in building community.

The eighth grade will spend two days rafting with Timberline Tours on the Upper Colorado River. This
experience will provide our oldest middle schoolers the chance to build leadership skills through character
and team-building activities. The class II and III rapids offer a perfect adventure for the eighth grade class.
Camping will be along the river with meals prepared by VMS students and teachers. There are many areas to
explore and stretches of the river where students will be able to paddle in duckies. Duckies are inflatable
kayaks that are more stable and forgiving than hard shelled kayaks. Since they are smaller and lighter than
rafts, they make even the smallest waves exciting. Duckies provide students the opportunity to experience the
thrill of whitewater kayaking. The evening campfire session will provide a time for students to reflect on their
adventures and look forward to the challenges and opportunities of the upcoming school year.

Timberline tours will pick up the students after homebase on Tuesday, August 23rd and will return the group
before carpool on Wednesday, August 24th. Please note: on Monday, August 22nd, students will have a
pre-trip meeting to discuss logistics and the equipment list with their VMS teachers. Students should bring a
sack lunch for Tuesday, all other meals will be provided.

A few things we need from you:

● Fill out the included Timberline Tours release form and return it to school no later than Friday,
August 19th.

● Fill out the mandatory back to school forms in Veracross: VMS Parent Portal. Students will not be able
to attend Orientation Trips without completion of health forms and if applicable to the student, medical
forms and medication delivery to school.

● If you have not yet received an email inviting you to set up your Parent Portal account, please reach out to
support@vms.edu.

We are looking forward to a great experience on the river. Please don’t hesitate to contact me if you have any
questions.

Sincerely,

Liana Sideli, Outdoor Education Director, 970-477-7187, lsideli@vms.edu
Trevor Adams, Director of Middle School

http://email.vmsedu.myenotice.com/c/eJwVjjuOxCAQRE9jQsvgNp-AYJK9htUD7TEShhH0eq-_WKro1UdFXurNgbawahG9OaRb3-LClFP57GkQgFUkrxU5g24ls4Hd5aEIrDJhgiXXgPmsneenJU4fJejjvURp3BiOUgcCdJu0i7JIpET2J_O3T-trUj9D39oYc59vahha7X0O9Rr8vvrjYqPCItTCGPi5BKAWLUXz7a-2SGWcGNGZ4q9gXyqnIwXkVMveqd0p0D-weUkZ
mailto:support@vms.edu
mailto:lsideli@vms.edu


8th Grade Schedule:

Monday, August 22: Students will have a pre-trip meeting to review the equipment list with VMS teachers
during the day.

Tuesday, August 23: Students should arrive to VMS by 8:10am with a sack lunch and their packed duffel
bag.  Timberline vans will pick up students from VMS after homebase to embark on their overnight adventure.

Wednesday, August 24: Students will return to VMS before carpool.

8th Grade Rafting Trip EQUIPMENT LIST
TIMBERLINE TOURS

*Timberline Tours will provide tents and kitchen equipment.*

Clothing
● Sun hat with visor
● Non-cotton long underwear top and bottom (ie: polypro)
● Rain jacket/windbreaker
● Shorts (2)
● Swim suit
● T-shirts (2)
● Water shoes (must have straps, no flip flops) or old tennis shoes that can be worn in the water
● Camp shoes (sandals or something comfortable for around camp)
● Warm hat (ski cap)
● Warm jacket
● Warm pants (ie: fleece) for camp
● Warm sleepwear
● Wool socks

Camping Gear
● Sleeping bag
● Sleeping pad

Toilet Kit
● Brush or comb
● Insect repellent
● Personal medicines
● Skin lotion and lip balm with spf
● Sunscreen
● Toothbrush and toothpaste

Miscellaneous Gear
● Day pack
● Sunglasses and straps
● Water bottle
● Headlamp or flashlight and extra batteries
● Lunch/snacks for Day 1

Optional Equipment
● Diary/journal
● Disposable waterproof camera
● Pens/pencil
● Reading book
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