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Chapter 1 
 

In June 1994, the board approved a middle school pilot that moved the 6th grade students 
from Mark Twain to Truman Middle School in 1994-95. August 1994, the school board 
approved the Journey of Excellence document which included a high school restructuring plan. 
This marked the beginning of block scheduling in the district (Board, 1994). 1  In April 1999, a 
$35 million bond proposal was narrowly defeated, garnering only 55% support when 57% was 
needed for approval. 2 

 
In August 1999, the district received the Great Place to Work award from Practical 

Parenting Partnerships and the Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education. In 
December 1999, the Chamber of Commerce recognized the district for a recent Blue Ribbon 
Rating from Expansion Management Magazine, a relocation trade journal for business and 
industries. The district earned this recognition based on the level of student achievement when 
compared to support given from the community (Board, 1999).  

 
In April 2000, a $36 million bond was approved for major improvements to all 25 school 

district buildings, with nearly 60% support. In October 2000, the board recognized Martha 
Meyer for being named the State Director of the Year by the Missouri School Food Service 
Association and the National Director of the Year. She was also named to the American School 
Food Service Association Executive Committee. The St. Joseph Public Schools Nutrition 
Services Department was the Mountain Plains Regional winner of the Best Practices Award for 
the “after school snack program” (Board, 2000).  
 

In February 2002, district leadership discussed closing Neely School. In March 2002, the 
district withdrew the proposal to close Neely. In February 2003, voters defeated a 55-cent levy 
increase with nearly 60% opposition to the increase, a margin of 2,500 votes. 2   

 
In March 2004, Dr. Colgan proposed a 63-cent tax levy increase with a five-year sunset, 

stating that “In five years, I feel we will not need the additional levy.” In April 2004, voters 
approved a 63-cent, five-year levy with 61%, a margin of 4,800 votes.2  In May 2004, the school 
board reviewed the functioning of block scheduling at the high school level and revised the 
required minutes. An additional course was added to the high school schedule, creating a 4x4 
block schedule with 8 annual courses and 32 courses over four years (Board, 2004). 3  

 
In May 2005, the board of education approved Project Lead the Way (PLTW) at the high 

school level to support the exploration of careers in technology and engineering. It was approved 
as a supplement to existing curriculum in industrial technology (Board, 2005). 4 
 

In January 2006, the board approved a veterinary science program to be facilitated at 
Hillyard Technical Center (Board, 2006). In March 2006, four St. Joseph elementary schools 
were honored for their student`s scores on the MAP test. Coleman earned a “Top Ten Highest 
Performing School” recognition for its fourth grade math scores. Eugene Field earned “Highest 
Performing School” honors in both third grade communication arts and fourth grade math. 
Webster earned its “Top Ten Highest Performing” ranking in third grade communication arts. 
Finally, Humboldt earned a “Top Ten Most Improved School Ranking”. 5   
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In May 2006, the Alternative Resource Center was named in honor of outgoing 
superintendent, Dr. Dan Colgan. The board also announced that the district had received the 
Commissioner’s Award of Excellence for Professional Development from the Missouri 
Department of Elementary and Secondary Education. This recognition was awarded as a result of 
a rigorous written and on-site review. St. Joseph was one of only two schools with enrollments, 
of 10,000 or larger, to receive this award. Particular recognition pointed to use of job embedded 
professional development for teachers and the instructional coaching model (Board, 2006). 

 
In July 2006, Melody Smith began her tenure as superintendent of schools. In September 

2007, the district released enrollment numbers that showed an increase for the third year in a 
row. Data showed 119 more students than the prior year with the majority coming from the 
elementary schools. 6  In December 2006, the board accepted the bid from Lehr Construction, in 
the amount of $610,907 for an addition to Hillyard Technical Center, which included a lab to 
service its medical-and health-related programs and also to serve the community’s life sciences 
initiative. 

 
In April 2007, it was announced that seven schools in the district made the State’s Top 

Ten Highest Performance list. Those schools were Coleman, Ellison, Field, Humboldt, Noyes, 
Pershing, and Skaith. They received a total of 19 Top Ten rankings. It was also announced that 
Bessie Ellison Elementary School has attained the state’s “Gold Star School” status due to its 
student performance. The designation was Missouri’s top award in terms of academic 
performance. 
 

In September, 2007, Superintendent Melody Smith delivered the annual state of the 
schools address to the St. Joseph Area Chamber of Commerce. Smith stressed the fact that the 
average age of the district's school buildings is 85 years, noting that Neely and Hall Elementary 
schools are among the oldest buildings being built back in 1909. She noted that the next time St. 
Joseph taxpayers could face a significant tax rate change is in 2009. 7   

 
In October 2007, the board of education recognized Bessie Ellison Elementary for being 

designated as a Blue Ribbon School by the Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary 
Education (DESE). 8 

 
In December 2007, the board of education approved salary raises for the 2008-09 school 

year. Salary increases included better pay for teachers with more than 20 years experience and 
improved compensation for doctoral degrees. Approved raises included a 3.1% average increase 
for teachers and administrators. 9 
 

Chapter 2 
 

In February 2008, Superintendent Melody Smith announced proposed changes to the 
district. Her proposal included closing Hall, Neely, Webster and Noyes elementary schools and 
building two new schools, one in midtown and one on the northeast part of St. Joseph. Smith’s 
proposal was offered to “right-size the district, which she said is needed because of the way the 
city's population is shifting.” She noted that the plan was largely dependent on renewal of the tax 
levy, which was set to expire in April 2009. 1, 2 
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In March, an update was provided to the community on the proposed acquisition of land 

and development costs of new elementary schools. The cost of the northeast school was 
projected at $18.3 million, while the Carden Park school was estimated at $17.8 million. 3 
 

In April, Dr. Smith reported that six St. Joseph schools earned 18 Top Ten highest 
performing school rankings from the state’s education department. The rankings, released by the 
Department of Elementary and Secondary Education, were based on scores from the spring 2007 
Missouri Assessment Program (MAP) tests. Schools were recognized for their performance on 
the assessment for grades three through eight, 10 and 11 in both communication arts and 
mathematics. Coleman led the way with six Top Ten rankings, including fourth and sixth grade 
communication arts, and third, fourth, fifth and sixth grade math. Ellison had four rankings, 
including sixth grade communication arts, and third, fifth and sixth grade math. Field Elementary 
also had four Top Ten rankings, including third and sixth grade communication arts, and fifth 
and sixth grade math. Webster Elementary had two rankings – fourth grade communication arts 
and fourth grade math. Mark Twain had one ranking, sixth grade math. Pershing Elementary also 
had one ranking, fifth grade math. In addition to the Top Ten rankings, Ellison led the state in 
fifth and sixth grade math, while Coleman led the state in third grade math (Board, 2007). 
 

In June, the district selected a property at the northwest corner of Cook and Bishop roads 
for the northeast St. Joseph school site. 4  On June 10, the Board of Education approved “a 
$114.2 million operating budget for the 2008-09 year. Due to increasing revenues and expenses, 
the budget reflects an about 2 percent increase from the previous budget.” Also announced was 
the intent to ask voters in April to renew the operating levy for another five years. The district 
also announced plans to seek a $43 million bond issue for new school construction. 5 
 

Over the summer, the district completed a $1.6 million capital improvement project, 
which included “a $191,000 new parking lot at the expanding Hillyard Technical Center, 
$147,000 to refurbish the high school tracks and $142,000 to install a new roof at Truman 
Middle School”. 6 
 

In August, the district held a press conference about student performance on the 2008 
MAP assessments. Dr. Smith reminded everyone that the MAP was only one performance 
metric, adding, "one measure is not a measure of their complete improvement. When you put all 
the measurements together, we are improving." Results showed improved performance at the 
middle school levels. 7 
 

In September, the district reported an enrollment of 11,603 students, a decline of 27 
students from the previous year. 8  In October, the district reported a 29% reserve balance. When 
pressed about that level of reserves, school officials reported that maintaining that level would 
prevent the district from having to ask for an increase above the current 63-cent levy in April 
2009. 9 

In December, the “Board of Education voted unanimously to give the district approval  
to ask the city of St. Joseph to gift 15-acre Carden Park and also gave authorization to go under 
contract to purchase a 16-acre property on Cook Road for building the schools”. 10  It was 
announced that the district had received the Distinction in Performance Award from DESE, 
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which examines 14 standards in K-12 education, and required schools to meet 13 of the 
standards to receive the award. The district met 13 of 14 standards along with 330 other districts 
in the state. 11 
 

Chapter 3 
 

In January 2009, Dr. Smith announced that Eugene Field Elementary School had been 
awarded the Gold Star Award and invited by the Department of Elementary and Secondary 
Education to apply as a National Blue Ribbon School (Board, 2009). 

 
In February 2009, district officials shared the relatively low administrative costs in the 

district, noting that “of the 523 school districts in Missouri, only 56 have a lower administrative 
cost as a percent of expenditures than SJSD”. 1  During the March board meeting, “district 
officials expressed outrage over a push poll some parents and staff members received that 
opposed the school's levy/bond issue.” The district was in the final stages of a campaign to pass 
two funding issues on April 7, the renewal of a 63-cent operating levy and a bond issue to 
construct two new schools. 2  The district defended its financial planning and announced that 
discretionary expenditures would be reduced by about 10% FY2010. A narrative published in the 
News-Press noted that “building two elementary schools and closing buildings will result in 
more efficient operations; the closings will generate annual savings of about $1.5 million. And, 
the district has demonstrated financial restraint - remember that in 2006 the district voluntarily 
rolled its tax rate back by 5 cents. Today, the levy is $3.98; five years ago, the levy was $4.05”. 3 

 
Ahead of the April vote, the district addressed the opposition campaign’s advertisements 

and claims that the district’s spending on travel and professional development was extravagant. 4 
The SJSD Citizen's for Children campaign committee reported $55,246 in contributions from 
city employers, organizations and other local sources. Businesses included Heartland Health, St. 
Joseph School District Foundation, WireCo WorldGroup Inc., Pro Serv Business Systems, 
Triumph Foods, St. Joseph PTA Council, and U.S. Bank. Financial reports were also announced 
from the levy opposition groups which were located out of Kansas City. 5 

 
In April, voters rejected question 1 by 172 votes. If passed, question 1 would have made 

the temporary operating tax levy of 63-cents permanent. Approximately 49.53% of residents 
voted to make the levy permanent. Question 2 was rejected by 976 votes. If passed, question 2 
would have allowed the district to issue $45 million in general obligation bonds for the purpose 
of opening two new elementary schools. Approximately 47.31% of residents voted in favor of 
the bond issue. 6  District committees met in closed session to discuss job cuts, the loss of 
services and other changes to be made as a result of the defeat. 7  The board discussed reductions 
in response to the failed tax levy. Items discussed were the loss of 132 certified positions and the 
closing of Neely and Webster elementary schools for the next school year. 8 

 
In May, the district announced a limitation in granting of transfer requests due to the 

closure of Webster and Neely and the subsequent redistricting necessary. In the past year, about 
1,100 students were granted transfers. 9  Curriculum for the International Baccalaureate program 
at Central High School was presented to the board’s curriculum, instruction and assessment 
committee (Board, 2009). 10  
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In June, it was announced that Eugene Field Elementary had been selected again by the 
Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education as a Gold Star School. 

 
In August, the school board committed to forgoing the bond issue in November while 

asking for approval of the 63-cent operating tax levy. The board reinstated the five-year sunset 
clause for the levy proposal. 11  The district also announced that Edison and Noyes elementary 
schools would be subject to “No Child Left Behind” sanctions due to not scoring high enough on 
federally mandated tests for two consecutive years. Under the federal law, parents of children 
attending Edison or Noyes would have an option of sending their children to Coleman, Field, 
Hyde or Pershing elementary schools. 12 

 
During the fall, the district renewed efforts to connect with the community and made the 

case for renewal of the operating tax levy on November 3rd. In October, an independent auditors 
report was shared with the school board and examined the district’s reserve balance. According 
to Westbrook & Co., the district reserve fund in June 2009 was 28.02%, with approximately 77% 
of the total budget allocated for employee salaries. 13 

 
 Experts in the field of school finance weighed in on the St. Joseph tax levy discussion in 
October. According to Roger Dorson, Missouri’s coordinator of school administrative services, 
“sunset clauses are used mostly for one-time capital improvement and debt service projects, 
rather than ongoing expenses such as operating levies. While the act of using sunset clauses for 
ongoing expenses is unique, it is one way to make a levy issue acceptable to voters. And it has 
drawbacks. Eventually, that's going to have to be re-evaluated. That's probably the biggest issue 
(the district) has to face”. 14 

 
In October, the board recognized Eugene Field Elementary School for being selected as a 

Blue Ribbon School by the United States Department of Education. Only 314 schools across the 
nation received this award, and only 8 schools in Missouri (Board, 2009). 

 
Following the failure of the operating levy in April, the district’s level of local tax 

support dropped to the bottom 31% in Missouri, ranking 163 out of 523 districts, with No. 1 
being the lowest and 523 being the highest. In the previous year, the district’s level of tax 
support ranked 359 out of 523 districts. 15  On November 3, a 63-cent operating levy was 
approved with a 5 year sunset with 55.95% of the vote and a margin of 1,905 votes. 16 
 

In December, DESE released the annual performance reports that showed the district 
meeting 13 of 14 standards. According to Dr. Smith, “the APR is significant because it provides 
an annual indicator of trends in a school district and enables us to see where we can improve”. 17  
Student achievement earned the district Missouri’s “Distinction in Performance” recognition. 
The district was one of 266 K-12 districts to earn the designation, out of 523 school districts in 
the state. Dr. Smith celebrated the great news and noted, “I hope this demonstrates to our patrons 
that we are working hard and that we are moving in the right direction”. 18  The district's 
financial credit rating was upgraded two notches from "A-" to "A+" following a review by 
Standard & Poor's (2009). 19  The improved rating opened the door to future successful bond 
issues. 20  Also on December 16, former superintendent, Dr. Dan Colgan filed for a seat on the 
Board of Education. 21 
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Chapter 4 
 
 In January 2010, the board voted to retain Unicom.ARC to conduct a long-range planning 
process for the St. Joseph community and its public schools, based on extensive community 
engagement and research. The proposal outlined a 12 month process with an option to extend 
two additional months if needed at the cost of $7,000.00 per month, excluding travel expenses 
and research costs (Board, 2010).  
 

In February, a community group formed to begin work on the development of a long-
term plan for the district. 1  The district was informed by the state that up to $43 million in budget 
cuts should be expected for the next fiscal year. The district expected to cut more than $800,000 
in response. 2   
 
 In March, Dr. Smith introduced the co-chairs of the long-range plan facilitating team, Mr. 
Lee Sawyer, Mrs. Stacey Park and Mrs. Loes Hedge, along with Dr. Bill Hedge who could not 
be in attendance tonight. Mr. Sawyer unveiled the logo of the long-range plan process, PACT, or 
“Planning a Course Together” (Board, 2010).  
 

In June, a demographic and enrollment study was presented to the board of education 
with projections through 2024-25. According to the analysis, the district should expect shifting 
enrollment with a projected enrollment of 12,211 for the 2019-20 school year. Schools expected 
to the see the most growth included Skaith, Pickett and Coleman. 3  The board of education 
approved a $111,232,000 operating budget for the 2010-11 school year. The budget projected 
operating expenditures at $109,502,000 and planned to increase the reserve fund by $1,730,000, 
bringing it to a projected total of $36.9 million. 4 

 
In August, the board of education approved its annual tax rate at 4.0002 of assessed 

valuation. That change was projected to help fund the district’s $105 million annual operating 
budget and debt service account at $2.3 million. 5  Enrollment numbers for the 2010-11 school 
year were reported to the board in August. Enrollment was reported at 11,450 students, which 
was a decline of 137 students (Board, 2010).   

 
In September, the district reported results from the annual performance report. According 

to the report from DESE, the district met 13 of 14 evaluation standards, earning the “Distinction 
in Performance” accreditation status. 6  The board recognized Hillyard Technical Center for 
receiving the E3 Award for excellence in education, and economic development, and 
employment (Board, 2010).  
 

In November, the district provided a facilities planning update to the community that 
projected the district would exceed its capital improvement budget in 10 years unless 
intervention took place. 7  The board of education voted unanimously to hire Illinois-based 
BLDD architects to conduct a study to evaluate district facilities. At a cost of $262,500, the bid 
estimated the cost to evaluate all educational facilities and non-instructional sites. At the time of 
the bid the district maintained 27 educational facilities, including the former Neely School sites 
and six non-instructional buildings. 8 
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 In December, the board of education approved the High School of Business program. The 
district was recommended by DESE to be the second school district in Missouri to be selected to 
participate in this national program (Board, 2010).  Community members met with associates 
from Franklin Hill & Associates to discuss educational facilities planning. During a PACT 
community engagement session, participants examined several scenarios for school size and 
grade configuration. 9  A schedule of tour dates was announced in late December for the coming 
spring to allow the community to take an inside look at neighborhood school buildings. As part 
of the PACT study, individual “building evaluation teams” planned to learn about the challenges 
and opportunities at each school, tour the facility and, using a specially designed evaluation tool, 
give feedback on the condition of that building. Each team will then be asked to attend two 
evening events and provide feedback for a future PACT session presentation. 10 
 

Chapter 5 
 

In March 2011, results from the Unicom survey community engagement survey were 
presented to the board (Board, 2011).  In April, the first draft of the district’s long-term plan was 
shared with the community. The three phase plan called for a reduction of four elementary 
schools, the addition of a middle school, and three high schools. The facilitation team known as 
PACT (Planning A Course Together for the St. Joseph School District) held more than 60 team 
meetings and facilitated 11 community engagement sessions. Surveys were sent out and input 
was gathered from multiple sources. 1   

 
In June, the board of education voted to sell the Neely building. The building had been 

saved two times in recent years. In 2002, the district withdrew its recommendation to close the 
school after a public outcry. Neely was evaluated as part of the PACT long-range planning 
process in 2010. Despite affection for the building, Neely received the poorest grades of any 
structure in the district and was deemed unfit for use as a school. 2   

 
Several matching fund requests were presented to the board for approval in June. The 

board approved a partnership with the St. Joseph School District Foundation and committed 
approximately $900,000 to be used with the Foundation’s $500,000 and the federal dollars to 
build the Advanced Science Research Center addition at Hillyard Technical Center. The board 
approved a community group proposal to build a weight room and field house at Central High 
School with group contributing $600,000 and the board committing $1.2 million toward the 
project. The board approved a community group proposal to renovate a field house at Benton 
High School. The proposal asked the board to contribute $875,000 to the project, while boosters 
would raise approximately $350,000 toward the project. 

 
In August, the district unveiled a new website prototype that was designed to improve 

communication. The website was set to go online in October. The district’s annual performance 
report status was released by DESE in August. Similar to previous years, the district met 13 of 
14 state evaluation standards, and earned a bonus point because of its performance in six student 
achievement areas. The district did not meet the standard regarding sub-group performance. 3  
The district reported enrollment numbers for the 2011-12 school year. Enrollment saw a slight 
increase by three students to 11,453. 4 
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 In September, Dr. Smith discussed district goals for the new school year which included 
security upgrades, the installation of air conditioning, and the launch of a pilot program for 
laptop computers at four schools. Parkway Elementary was selected as the first school in the 
district to receive air conditioning during the 2011-12 school year, at a cost of $372,000. Benton 
High School, Bode Middle School and Lindbergh and Edison elementary schools were selected 
to participate in a pilot project with laptops, at a cost of $1 million. 5 
  

In October, the topic of student mobility surfaced as a topic of discussion. According to 
the district, the total district mobility rate was 27.03%, which included all elementary, middle 
and high schools. Poverty was cited as a primary factor influencing the high rate of mobility. 6 
The board of education approved Westbrook & Co., P.C. to complete district audits for the next 
three years. Westbrook had completed the district audits since 2006 and was selected through a 
competitive bidding process at that time. 
 

On November 14, the board of education voted unanimously Monday to take the lowest 
bids to install closed-circuit security and automated keyless entry systems in all the schools. 7 
In December, Dr. Smith presented the vision, mission, beliefs, core values, and goals for the 
2012-16 strategic plan. The district announced the launch “Project Connect: Advancing Learning 
through Technology” in January and February of 2012. The initial launch was planned at Benton 
and Bode in January with the elementary pilot launching at Edison and Lindbergh in February. 
The elementary pilot was designed to support fourth, fifth and sixth grade students. 8 
 

Chapter 6 
 
 In January 2012, members of PACT shared a middle school restructuring plan that would 
establish a sixth through eighth grade level span. 1  The board of education approved putting a 
$42 million, general obligation bond issue before voters in April to fund construction of a new 
Midtown school, and air condition and renovate some existing school facilities. 2  Orientations 
were held for parents at Lindbergh and Edison elementary schools in preparation for distribution 
of iPads as part of the “Project Connect” initiative in the district. 3  In February, the district 
announced plans to save money with a program that would recycle waste and eventually return a 
profit. 4  The board of education completed Dr. Smith’s evaluation and approved a 1% salary 
increase. According to the three-year contract, Dr. Smith would receive an annual salary of 
$128,508 beginning July 1, 2012. The board also approved a $15,000 per year tax-sheltered 
annuity. 5 
  

In April, voters approved a $42 million bond issue with 65.49% support and a margin of 
3,853 votes. 6  The board of education reorganized following the recent election and Dan Colgan 
was elected president of the board by a 4-3 vote. 7  In May, the board of education approved 
Phase II of Project Connect, which will provide iPad computers to students at the remaining Title 
1 schools, Humboldt, Hall, Noyes, Lake Contrary, Hosea and Mark Twain. Students at Truman, 
Spring Garden and Robidoux middle schools and the freshman classes at Central and Lafayette 
high schools will also receive the iPads for the 2012-2013 school year. 8  The board also accepted 
several low bids for the installation of air conditioning: $530,500 for Coleman Elementary, $1.3 
million for Lindbergh Elementary, $1.5 million for Hosea Elementary, and $850,000 for Skaith 
Elementary. 8   
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An agreement was signed between the district and River Bluff Architects and Ellison-
Auxier Architects to build the first two public schools in the city in 40 years. The fee for both 
firms was set at 4.75% of the total cost of construction. The estimated cost of building at 16th 
and Duncan streets was $17.9 million, and the school at Bishop and Cook roads at $15.3 million. 
The schools were funded through the passage of a $42 million bond issue in April. 9 

 
In June, the board finance committee reached an agreement to sell the former Ruth 

Huston Learning Center and to begin issuing bonds to build the new schools. The committee 
planned to recommend the sale of Ruth Huston property at 803 S. 13th St. to Foutch Brothers 
LLC for $1,500. 10 

 
In August, district officials shared results of their Annual Performance Review (APR). 

The district met 14 of 14 APR evaluation standards, and also showed improvement in its 
Missouri Assessment Program (MAP) scores. The district met five of six academic standards and 
was awarded bonus points for closing achievement gaps in the impoverished and minority 
students subgroup category. 11, 12  The district celebrated the opening of the new school year with 
several elementary schools enjoying air conditioning, the expansion of the Project Connect iPad 
initiative, and a new parent communication system known as Alert Now. 13 

 
In September, the district continued to deploy iPads to students and assess the learning 

needs of students. The district was able to use $499,690 in fiscal year Title I savings and planned 
to use $1.2 million in local funds from FY2013 to fund Phase II of Project Connect. 14  The 
district unveiled the new Early Learning Center in the north portion of the former Neely School 
building. This facility was designed to serve 100 pre-kindergarten students in half-day sessions 
in three classrooms. 15   

 
The new school year saw an increase in the number of non-English speaking students in 

the district. The district reported that 471 students were participating in the English for Speakers 
of Other Languages (ESOL) program in 2012-13. 16  In October, the district announced the 
pursuit of accreditation from AdvancED to help guide continuous improvement. 17  District 
officials, architects, engineers and city staff met with residents who live around the planned site 
for the new school at Carden Park to field concerns. 18  In December, Dr. Smith announced her 
retirement from the district, effective June 30, 2013. 19  
 

Chapter 7 
 

In January 2013, a consultant with the Missouri School Boards Association met with 
members of the community on to discuss the search strategy for a new superintendent. Around 
60 community members met at Troester Media Center and discussed the search process and 
criteria. The proposed base salary range for the new superintendent was advertised as $150,000 
to $200,000. 1  Information about Project Connect was shared with the public in January. Two 
primary devices were selected for the instructional initiative, laptops and iPads. The cost of the 
laptops was around $800, while the iPads ranged from $379 to $479. The district reiterated that 
Project Connect was still a pilot program under review with a comprehensive evaluation due in 
May or June of 2013.  
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The goal of the Project Connect Initiative was to promote deeper learning in a changing 
world. To date, the district experienced $17,310 in total repair costs for devices at Benton, Bode, 
Central, Edison, Lafayette, Lindbergh, Robidoux, Spring Garden and Truman schools. Beyond 
the cost of the initiative, concerns were expressed about the lack of internet access among low-
income households and internet safety once students used the devices at home. 2 

  
In February, the board of education approved a $3.07 million cut to the district budget. 

The board approved a 24-item list of budget reductions that included the reduction of technology 
expenditures up to the elimination of positions. The reductions were necessary according to 
board president Dan Colgan, who stated that by 2016 the district would face a nearly $10 million 
deficit and the depletion of all of our cash reserves. Stagnant state revenues and the expiration of 
the 63-cent operating levy which is set to sunset in August 2015, were cited as reasons for budget 
reduction measures. 3  $843,000 of the reductions for 2013-14 came from technology funding. 
That translated into eliminating instructional tech specialists, not buying or distributing any more 
iPads and laptops to students, or purchasing anymore video projectors and other devices. The 
budget cuts also called for reducing technology from $250 per student to $192 per student. 4  

 
In March, the board of education held a press conference and introduced Dr. Fred 

Czerwonka as the new superintendent. He was chosen from four finalists for the position and 
was offered a base salary of $190,000 plus a $12,000 annuity, a $500 per month car allowance, 
and the normal staff benefit package. 5  Following a review of the district, an official from 
AdvancEd recommended improved unity between the school board and central office 
administration in order to cohesively and collective support the district’s vision and mission. 6 
 
 In May, the district broke ground for the construction of two new schools. District 
officials and community leaders participated in ground breaking ceremonies at Carden Park on 
16th and Duncan streets and later at the Bishop and Cook roads site. 7  The district acknowledged 
a communication error with their health insurance provider and district employees that resulted 
in a district cost of $31,425. 8   

 
In June, the board’s finance committee reviewed the preliminary budget for FY2014. The 

proposed budget for FY2014 was $117.058 million. Due to over $3 million in budget cuts the 
board approved in March, the district was able to add $537,579 to its reserve fund. The reserve 
fund was at $37 million at the end of June 2013. 9  Results from a public perception survey were 
shared at the school board meeting. Results indicated 55% of the community supported renewal 
of the 63-cent operating levy with a five year sunset, while only 37% of respondents would 
support making the temporary levy permanent. 10 
 

In July, the district announced the intent to explore outside sources for their nutrition 
services program in the coming year. In the 2012-13 school year, the food services program had 
a $594,483 deficit. According to the district, approximately 31% of school districts in Missouri 
contract out their food services. 11 
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In August, Dr. Czerwonka met with the News-Press Editorial Board and discussed his 
goals and vision as superintendent. 12  The district launched a free mobile application to provide 
school-related information to parents, students and the community. 13  The district announced 
changes to the Project Connect initiative to address issues that surfaced with student devices 
during the pilot year. 14  The diversity of native languages spoken by students continued to 
expand in the district during the 2013-14 school year. 15   

 
District officials presented Annual Performance Report results from DESE. Overall, the 

district earned 126 of 140 total points, or a 90% APR score. That score placed the district on 
track to track to achieve the “accredited with distinction” label, which, under new guidelines, 
would be based on a three-year average. One area needing improvement was student attendance. 
The district earned 6 of a possible 10 points for attendance with a proportional attendance rate of 
81.1% of students attending school 90% of the time. 16 
 

In September, the board of education approved the hiring of Opaa! Food Management to 
provide food services for the district. By contracting with Opaa!, the district hoped to gain an 
additional $400,000 in revenue and over the course of 10 years, save an additional $10 million. 17 
In October, Dr. Czerwonka held his first town hall meeting with the community at Troester 
Media Center. Topics discussed included technology, board policies, kindergarten readiness, 
textbooks, and work force development efforts. 18 

 
In November, the board of education voted to hire Brightergy out of Kansas City, 

Missouri to equip the district’s various buildings with solar panels. Following three months of 
careful study, it was projected that over a 20-year period, solar energy could save the district 
more than $1.7 million in heating costs. 19  Dr. Czerwonka gave a report on his first 100 days on 
the job as superintendent and his goals for the future. He shared the goal of St. Joseph becoming 
a premier school district in state and across the country. 20   
 

Toward the end of the month, an independent auditing firm gave the district a positive 
audit. Following analysis of the district’s 2012-13 activities, Westbrook & Company, P.C. 
applauded the district’s efforts. Overall, the audit was favorable with the auditor stating, “There 
is nothing that we would be alarmed about, but … there are some issues that they need to focus 
on, but I think that is a good sign when a district doesn’t have the same issues year after year. I 
would give (the district) an ‘A’ because I have worked with so many districts over the years … 
but their records were in good shape and they are financially sound as well.”  21 
 

Chapter 8 
 

In February 2014, the district assembled a team of teachers and administrators to explore 
cost savings related to Project Connect. The district team evaluated technology on its ability to 
comply with the new Common Core Smarter Balance testing requirements. The group used a 
sample test for each grade level and used different systems to determine the appropriate device. 
They tested Apple, iPads, Windows, Google and Android systems. Based on results, the district 
decided on Chromebooks. IPads cost about $550 to $600, compared to the unit price of $261 for 
Chromebooks. Beginning with the 2014-2015 school year, 80 percent of the district will move to 
Chromebooks, with the other 20 percent moving to the device next year. 1 
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In March, the board of education delayed action on boundary changes to accommodate 
the addition of two new elementary schools in the 2014-15 school year. 2  At the March 24 
school board meeting, a board of education member shared a serious financial and policy 
concern prior to the board’s consideration of the 2014-15 salary schedule for teachers and 
administrators. Board member Chris Danford expressed concern about unapproved 
administrative stipends and staff assignments. She pointed out that Dr. Czerwonka gave all 
administrators, principals and assistant principals a $5,000 stipend at the beginning of the 2013-
14 school year, totaling more than $250,000. She also expressed concern that the human 
resources director promoted five staff members to technical director status without board 
approval, including his wife. Mrs. Danford expressed concern that three board policies were 
violated including GBL, GCB, and GCKA. 3  

 
In response, Dr . Czerwonka said he planned to do away with administrative stipends and 

would approach the Board of Education for approval on his recommendation. 4  A district official 
later acknowledged that stipends had been used since the 1980’s. 5  The district placed their chief 
financial officer on administrative leave pending an internal investigation. 6  The superintendent 
held a press conference and recommended a realignment of the central office senior staff. The 
proposed restructuring would reduce the number of staff reporting directly to the superintendent 
from eight to four. Dr. Czerwonka defended his position to issue the stipends, but also gave an 
apology for not coming to the board with the information earlier. 7 

 
In April, the Missouri auditor’s office contacted the district about conducting an audit on 

its budget. 8  The FBI met with Dr. Czerwonka at the district office and also visited the home of 
Human Resources Director Doug Flowers. 9  Concerns later surfaced about the cost of the 
Capturing Kids’ Hearts professional development that was implemented earlier in the school 
year. Records indicated a payment of $134,900 for training. 10   

 
The district hired Mickes, Goldman, O’Toole LLC to provide counsel regarding an FBI 

inquiry and the district’s financial issues. 11  Concerns surfaced about the cost of legal 
representation the district had retained. 12  It was later disclosed that earlier in the month, the 
board of education approved a 2% pay increase and a one-year contract extension for Dr. 
Czerwonka. 13 
 

In May, the board voted to retain the Mickes Goldman O’Toole LLC firm 14 and a federal 
grand jury opened an investigation into the district. 15  Beau Musser filed a civil employment 
discrimination lawsuit naming the district, Dr. Czerwonka, Doug Flowers and board member 
Dennis Snethen as defendants. 16  

 
In June, the district responded to the Musser lawsuit and denied allegations of wrongful 

sexual harassment claims and illegal handling of school funds. 17  In July, the district received 
another subpoena to produce records for an ongoing federal grand jury investigation. 18  In 
August, Mickes, Goldman, O’Toole, LLC requested that it be allowed to withdraw as counsel  
for the district in wrongful termination lawsuit. 19  Dr. Jake Long, director of student services, 
explained a response plan to the board finance committee in anticipation of the audit findings. 20 
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In September, results from a Missouri Sunshine Law request showed the district spent 
$18,502 in school year 2013-2014 for MSTA dues for its administrators. In the 2012-2013 
school year, the district paid $17,598 in membership dues. 21  In October, Standard and Poor’s 
Ratings Services gave the district an A+ bond rating for its 2014 school building bonds. 22 
Doug Flowers refuted a claim from the media that the district paid $270,000 in stipends to 
administrators from an insurance rebate. 23  It was revealed that the district had spent a total of 
$291,876 in legal fees since 2012. 24 
 

In November, the district received another federal subpoena to produce information 
pertaining to personnel records, tuition reimbursement program documents, and teacher 
certification reimbursement program documents. 25  The district’s liability insurer filed a motion 
in federal court asking to be removed from claims related to the wrongful termination lawsuit 
filed by chief financial officer Beau Musser. 26 
 
 In December, it was announced that the district would see a reduction of $1.034 million 
in Foundation Formula monies due to inaccurate reporting of summer school activities. 27  DESE 
later corrected the anticipated loss of revenue and increased the decrease of funding to $1.85 
million due to inaccurate information being reported and inflated attendance hours. 28  As the 
year concluded, DESE clarified earlier communications and stated they are just asking the 
district to correct mistakes on its last submitted application. 29 
 

Chapter 9 
 

In January 2015, the district placed Dr. Czerwonka and Mr. Hartigan on paid 
administrative leave pending further investigation. Dr. Jake Long was appointed as acting 
superintendent. 1  The board of education waived attorney-client privilege in the ongoing 
personnel investigation. 2   

 
In February, the board of education announced it had discontinued its Summer Explorers 

program. 3  The Missouri State Auditor delivered findings from the state audit and announced a 
serious issue with stipends. He noted that over $25 million worth of stipends either not approved, 
unauthorized or improper over the last 8 years. He added that going back to 2001 (13 years), that 
number could be as high as $40 million. The overall performance of the district was rated as  
“poor.” 4  Commerce Bank announced that it was exercising its right to cancel the purchasing 
card contract with the district. 5  Toward the end of February, the board announced it had 
terminated Mr. Hartigan and had reassigned the Human Resources Director. 6   
 

In March, Dr. Dan Colgan resigned from the board of education 7 and the district 
announced it had sent out a request to hire a new external auditor. 8  In April, it was learned 
through court documents that the civil lawsuit between Beau Musser and the District had been 
settled for $450,000. 9  The board of education appointed Eric Bruder to the board seat that was 
vacated by Dr. Colgan’s resignation. 10  In May, Dr. Czerwonka resigned as superintendent 11 and 
the board discussed the hiring process for an interim superintendent with an expected completion 
by the end of the month (Board, 2015). 
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Dr. Long announced that the district was making steady progress on the audit 
recommendations. 12  Dr. Long reported to the board that there would be a salary compensation 
study completed by September to address the issues of stipends and competitive salaries. A new 
purchasing card system and a better way to track expenditures was also underway. Dr. Long also 
informed the board that the Missouri auditor’s office staff were scheduled to return later in May 
to see how many issues have been addressed. Dr. Long noted that progress on recommendations 
will continue to be posted on the district website for the public. 13  Officials from the Missouri 
State Auditor’s Office visited the district and announced that significant improvements had been 
made since the state audit. 14 
 

In June, the board completed interviews for an interim superintendent15 and announced 
the hiring of Dr. Robert Newhart, the current superintendent in Princeton, Missouri.16  District 
officials confirmed that the superintendent’s office received a letter from the IRS seeking to 
“examine” the district’s federal tax returns for the 2013 calendar year.17 Toward the end of June, 
the board of education approved a budget for FY2016 with a $12.2 million deficit. The sunset of 
the 63-cent levy and rising payroll and health insurance costs were factors for the deficit. 18  The 
board hired announced the restructuring of the human resources department with the hiring of 
Amy Todd as director and Carolyn Sanders as assistant director. 19 
 

In July, Dr. Newhart began his tenure as superintendent. 20  The first board meeting with 
the new superintendent focused on ethics, conflicts of interest, and communication. Dr. Newhart 
stressed the importance of following the proper channels of communication with any concerns. 21  
Later in the month, Dr. Newhart pitched a plan for a new district leadership structure with one 
superintendent, two associate superintendents and eight directors. 22 

 
In August, the district auctioned off the controversial painting from the office of the 

former chief operations officer. 23  The winning bid from the online auction brought in $5,000. 24  
In September, the board of education voted to stop all current and future insurance payments for 
health care coverage for Dr. Dan Colgan. 25  The district scheduled a series of town hall meetings 
to solicit community input with development of their new comprehensive school improvement 
plan. 26 

 
In October, the Missouri State Auditor released a follow-up report to the district audit, 

saying the district has met 10 recommendations following the “poor” audit rating in February. 27  
More good news was shared in October as the district released results of its Annual Performance 
Report. Local schools earned 124.5 points out of a possible 140, good for a score of 89%. 28  

 
In November, the board of education met to discuss plans to spend bond funds on air 

conditioning projects. 29  The district received word that they would be required to pay $27,249 
in additional taxes and $2,200 in penalties after the Internal Revenue Service released its 
findings from a July audit. 30  The district received another subpoena from federal investigators 
in November. The superintendent’s office received a subpoena to produce district records for the 
U.S. District Court for the Western District of Missouri. The request asked for documents 
relating to former administrators of the district. 31 
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In December, the district announced that DESE would conduct an audit of the district’s 
use of federal funding. The notice placed the district on a “Cash Management Plan” which 
requires the submission of additional documentation. 32  To guide improvement efforts, the board 
of education participated in a retreat put on by the Missouri School Boards Association. Board 
members discussed roles, board relations, confidentiality, and the Missouri Sunshine Law. 33 
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2011-2012 
 
DISTRICT ADMINISTRATION 
 
Dr. Melody Smith  Superintendent of Schools 
Cheri Patterson   Associate Superintendent 
Steve Huff   Assistant to the Superintendent 
Janet Pullen   Chief Financial Officer 
Rick Hartigan   Chief Operating Officer 
Tim Ellis   Director of Data Management 
Dr. Brian Shindorf  Director of Elementary Education 
Doug Flowers   Director of Human Resources  
Chris Silcott   Director of Operations and Warehousing 
Dr. Jaime Dial   Director of Secondary Education 
Denise Colhour  Director of Special Services 
Jenny Gaddie   Assistant Director of Special Services  
Beery Johnson   Assistant Director of Student Services  
Dr. Laura Nelson  Assistant Director of Assessment and Program Evaluation 
 
 
BUILDING ADMINISTRATION 
 
Dr. Jeanette Westfall  Principal  Benton High School 
Roberta Dias   Principal  Bode Middle School 
Dr. Marlie Williams  Principal  Central High School 
Mike Otto   Principal  Coleman Elementary School 
Deborah Sisco   Principal  Colgan Alternative Resource Center 
Dr. Matt Martz   Principal  Edison Elementary School 
Kim Siela    Principal  Ellison Elementary School 
Dr. Deborah Stephens  Principal  Field Elementary School 
Heather Gladheart  Principal  Hall Elementary School 
Regenia Briggs   Director  Hillyard Technical Center 
Lindsay Minson  Principal  Hosea Elementary School 
Lacey Adams   Principal  Humboldt Elementary School 
Jeaneen Boyer   Principal  Hyde Elementary School 
Dr. Tyran Sumy  Principal  Lafayette High School 
Dr. Jasmine Briedwell  Principal  Lake Contrary Elementary School 
Dr. Julie Gaddie  Principal  Lindbergh Elementary School 
Dr. Suzanne Tiemann  Principal  Mark Twain Elementary School 
Dr. Adam Willard  Principal  Noyes Elementary School 
Joni Owens   Principal  Parkway Elementary School 
Tara Wells   Principal  Pershing Elementary School 
Sarah Gerving   Principal  Pickett Elementary School 
Krista Sly   Principal  Robidoux Middle School 
Dr. Jennifer Patterson  Principal  Skaith Elementary School 
Dr. Lara Gilpin   Principal  Spring Garden Middle School 
Sandy Steggall   Principal  Truman Middle School 
Betty Wymore   Director  Webster Learning Center 
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2012-2013 
 
DISTRICT ADMINISTRATION 
 
Dr. Melody Smith  Superintendent of Schools 
Cheri Patterson   Associate Superintendent 
Steve Huff   Assistant to the Superintendent 
Janet Pullen   Chief Financial Officer 
Rick Hartigan   Chief Operating Officer 
Tim Ellis   Director of Data Management 
Dr. Brian Shindorf  Director of Elementary Education 
Doug Flowers   Director of Human Resources  
Chris Silcott   Director of Operations and Warehousing 
Dr. Jaime Dial   Director of Secondary Education 
Denise Colhour  Director of Special Services 
Jenny Gaddie   Assistant Director of Special Services  
Beery Johnson   Assistant Director of Student Services 
Dr. Laura Nelson  Assistant Director of Assessment and Program Evaluation 
 
 
BUILDING ADMINISTRATION 
 
Dr. Jeanette Westfall  Principal  Benton High School 
Roberta Dias   Principal  Bode Middle School 
Dr. Marlie Williams  Principal  Central High School 
Mike Otto   Principal  Coleman Elementary School 
Michele Thomason  Principal  Colgan Alternative Resource Center 
Dr. Matt Martz   Principal  Edison Elementary School 
Kim Siela    Principal  Ellison Elementary School 
Dr. Deborah Stephens  Principal  Field Elementary School 
Heather Gladheart  Principal  Hall Elementary School 
Regenia Briggs   Director  Hillyard Technical Center 
Lindsay Minson  Principal  Hosea Elementary School 
Lacey Adams   Principal  Humboldt Elementary School 
Jeaneen Boyer   Principal  Hyde Elementary School 
Dr. Tyran Sumy  Principal  Lafayette High School 
Dr. Jasmine Briedwell  Principal  Lake Contrary Elementary School 
Dr. Julie Gaddie  Principal  Lindbergh Elementary School 
Dr. Suzanne Tiemann  Principal  Mark Twain Elementary School 
Dr. Adam Willard  Principal  Noyes Elementary School 
Joni Owens   Principal  Parkway Elementary School 
Tara Wells   Principal  Pershing Elementary School 
Sarah Gerving   Principal  Pickett Elementary School 
Precious Kurth   Principal  Robidoux Middle School 
Dr. Jennifer Patterson  Principal  Skaith Elementary School 
Dr. Lara Gilpin   Principal  Spring Garden Middle School 
Dr. Sandy Steggall  Principal  Truman Middle School 
Betty Wymore   Director  Webster Learning Center 
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2013-2014 
 
DISTRICT ADMINISTRATION 
 
Dr. Fred Czerwonka  Superintendent of Schools 
Steve Huff   Assistant to the Superintendent 
Beau Musser   Chief Financial Officer 
Rick Hartigan   Chief Operating Officer 
Tim Ellis   Director of Data Management 
Dr. Brian Shindorf  Director of Elementary Education 
Doug Flowers   Director of Human Resources  
Chris Silcott   Director of Operations and Warehousing 
Dr. Sandy Steggall  Director of Secondary Education 
Denise Colhour  Director of Special Services 
Jenny Gaddie   Assistant Director of Special Services  
Dr. Jake Long   Assistant Director of Student Services 
Dr. Kendra Lau  Director of Research, Evaluation, and Assessment  
 
 
BUILDING ADMINISTRATION 
 
Beery Johnson   Principal  Benton High School 
Roberta Dias   Principal  Bode Middle School 
Dr. Deborah Stephens  Principal  Central High School 
Mike Otto   Principal  Coleman Elementary School 
Jeremy Burright  Principal  Colgan Alternative Resource Center 
Terri Deayon   Principal  Edison Elementary School 
Kimberly Siela   Principal  Ellison Elementary School 
Joni Owens   Principal  Field Elementary School 
Heather Gladhart  Principal  Hall Elementary School 
Dr. Dennis Merritt  Director  Hillyard Technical Center 
Dr. Kevin Carroll  Principal  Hosea Elementary School 
Lacey Adams   Principal  Humboldt Elementary School 
Jeaneen Boyer   Principal  Hyde Elementary School 
Dr. Tyran Sumy  Principal  Lafayette High School 
Dr. Jasmine Briedwell  Principal  Lake Contrary Elementary School 
Dr. Julie Gaddie  Principal  Lindbergh Elementary School 
Dr. Suzanne Tiemann  Principal  Mark Twain Elementary School 
Lindsay Minson  Principal  Noyes Elementary School 
Brad Owings   Principal  Parkway Elementary School 
Tara Wells   Principal  Pershing Elementary School 
Sarah Gerving   Principal  Pickett Elementary School 
Precious Kurth   Principal  Robidoux Middle School 
Dr. Jennifer Patterson  Principal  Skaith Elementary School 
Dr. Lara Gilpin   Principal  Spring Garden Middle School 
Jason Callaway   Principal  Truman Middle School 
Betty Wymore   Director  Webster Learning Center 
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2014-2015 
 
DISTRICT ADMINISTRATION 
 
Dr. Fred Czerwonka  Superintendent of Schools 
Beau Musser   Chief Financial Officer 
Rick Hartigan   Chief Operating Officer 
Joey Austin   Director of Communications 
Tim Ellis   Director of Data Management 
Dr. Brian Shindorf  Director of Elementary Education 
Doug Flowers   Director of Human Resources  
Chris Silcott   Director of Operations and Warehousing 
Dr. Sandy Steggall  Director of Secondary Education 
Denise Colhour  Director of Special Services 
Dr. Jake Long   Director of Safety and Transportation 
Dr. Kendra Lau  Director of Research, Evaluation, and Assessment 
 
 
BUILDING ADMINISTRATION 
 
Beery Johnson   Principal  Benton High School 
Roberta Dias   Principal  Bode Middle School 
Lacey Adams   Principal  Carden Park Elementary School 
Dr. Deborah Stephens  Principal  Central High School 
Heather Gladhart  Principal  Coleman Elementary School 
Jeremy Burright  Principal  Colgan Alternative Resource Center 
Terri Deayon   Principal  Edison Elementary School 
Kara Anderson   Principal  Ellison Elementary School 
Joni Owens   Principal  Field Elementary School 
Dr. Dennis Merritt  Director  Hillyard Technical Center 
Dr. Kevin Carroll  Principal  Hosea Elementary School 
Jaimee Lawrence  Principal  Humboldt Elementary School 
Jeaneen Boyer   Principal  Hyde Elementary School 
Dr. Tyran Sumy  Principal  Lafayette High School 
Dr. Jasmine Briedwell  Principal  Lake Contrary Elementary School 
Dr. Julie Gaddie  Principal  Lindbergh Elementary School 
Dr. Suzanne Tiemann  Principal  Mark Twain Elementary School 
Mike Otto   Principal  Oak Grove Elementary School 
Brad Owings   Principal  Parkway Elementary School 
Tara Wells   Principal  Pershing Elementary School 
Sarah Gerving   Principal  Pickett Elementary School 
Precious Kurth   Principal  Robidoux Middle School 
Dr. Jennifer Patterson  Principal  Skaith Elementary School 
Dr. Lara Gilpin   Principal  Spring Garden Middle School 
Jason Callaway   Principal  Truman Middle School 
Betty Wymore   Director  Webster Learning Center 
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Members of the Board of Education: 1994-2015 
 

 
1993-1994  President   Mr. Ed Murphy 

Vice President  Mr. Bill Tarpley 
Member  Dr. Jane Frick 
Member  Dr. Robert Paolillo 
Member  Mr. David Mejia 
Member  Mr. Larry Morrow 

 
  
1994-1995  President   Mr. Bill Tarpley 

Vice President  Mr. David Mejia 
Member  Dr. Jane Frick 
Member  Mr. Larry Morrow 
Member  Mr. Ed Murphy 
Member  Mr. Daniel Kellogg 
Member  Mr. David Liechti 

 
   
1995-1996  President   Mr. Bill Tarpley 

Vice President  Mr. David Mejia 
Member  Dr. Jane Frick 
Member  Mr. Larry Morrow 
Member  Mr. Ed Murphy 
Member  Mr. Daniel Kellogg 
Member  Mr. David Liechti 

 
 

1996-1997  President   Mr. Larry Morrow 
Vice President  Mr. David Liechti 
Member  Mr. David Hornaday 
Member  Dr. Teresa Humphreys 
Member  Mr. David Mejia 
Member  Mr. Ed Murphy 
Member  Mr. Bill Tarpley 

 
 
1997-1998  President   Mr. Larry Morrow 

Vice President  Mr. David Liechti 
Member  Mr. David Hornaday 
Member  Dr. Teresa Humphreys 
Member  Mr. David Mejia 
Member  Mr. Ed Murphy 
Member  Mr. Bill Tarpley  
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Members of the Board of Education: 1994-2015 
 

 
1998-1999  President   Mr. David Liechti 

Vice President  Mr. David Hornaday 
Member  Mr. Byron Bud Baker 
Member  Mr. Leo Blakley 
Member  Dr. Teresa Humphreys 
Member  Mr. David Mejia 
Member  Mr. Ed Murphy 
 
 

1999-2000  President   Mr. David Liechti 
Vice President  Mr. David Hornaday 
Member  Mr. Byron Bud Baker 
Member  Mr. Leo Blakley 
Member  Dr. Teresa Humphreys 
Member  Mr. David Mejia 
Member  Mr. Ed Murphy 

 
 

2000-2001  President   Mr. David Hornaday 
Vice President  Dr. Teresa Humphreys 
Member  Mr. Byron Bud Baker 
Member  Mr. Leo Blakley 
Member  Mr. David Mejia 
Member  Mr. Ed Murphy 
Member  Mrs. Diane Watson 
 

 
2001-2002  President   Mr. David Hornaday 

Vice President  Dr. Teresa Humphreys 
Member  Mr. Byron Bud Baker 
Member  Mr. Leo Blakley 
Member  Mr. David Mejia 
Member  Mr. Ed Murphy 
Member  Mrs. Diane Watson 
 
 

2002-2003  President   Dr. Teresa Humphreys 
Vice President  Mr. Leo Blakley 
Member  Mr. Byron Bud Baker 
Member  Mr. David Hornaday 
Member  Mr. David Mejia 
Member  Mr. Ed Murphy 
Member  Mrs. Diane Watson 
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Members of the Board of Education: 1994-2015 
 

 
2003-2004  President   Dr. Teresa Humphreys 

Vice President  Mr. Leo Blakley 
Member  Mr. Byron Bud Baker 
Member  Mr. David Hornaday 
Member  Mr. David Mejia 
Member  Mr. Ed Murphy 
Member  Mrs. Diane Watson 
 
 

2004-2005  President   Mr. Leo Blakley 
Vice President  Mrs. Diane Watson 
Member  Mr. David Hornaday 
Member  Mr. Bob Hughs 
Member  Dr. Teresa Humphreys 
Member  Mr. Ed Murphy 
Member  Mr. Martin Rucker 
 
 

2005-2006  President   Mr. Leo Blakley 
Vice President  Mrs. Diane Watson 
Member  Mr. David Hornaday 
Member  Mr. Bob Hughs 
Member  Dr. Teresa Humphreys 
Member  Mr. Ed Murphy 
Member  Mr. Martin Rucker 
 
 

2006-2007  President   Mrs. Diane Watson 
Vice President  Mr. Martin Rucker 
Member  Mr. Leo Blakley 
Member  Mr. David Hornaday 
Member  Mr. Dennis Snethen 
Member  Dr. Teresa Humphreys 
Member  Mrs. Barbara Moore 
 
 

2007-2008  President   Mrs. Diane Watson 
Vice President  Mr. Martin Rucker 
Member  Mr. Leo Blakley 
Member  Mr. David Hornaday 
Member  Mr. Dennis Snethen 
Member  Dr. Teresa Humphreys 
Member  Mrs. Barbara Moore 
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Members of the Board of Education: 1994-2015 
 

 
2008-2009  President   Mrs. Diane Watson 

Vice President  Mr. Martin Rucker 
Member  Mr. Leo Blakley 
Member  Mrs. Sarah Siemens 
Member  Mr. Dennis Snethen 
Member  Mrs. Barbara Moore 
Member  Ms. Susan Wagner 

 
 

2009-2010  President   Mrs. Diane Watson 
Vice President  Mr. Martin Rucker 
Member  Mr. Leo Blakley 
Member  Mrs. Sarah Siemens 
Member  Mr. Dennis Snethen 
Member  Mrs. Barbara Moore 
Member  Ms. Susan Wagner 

 
 

2010-2011  President  Mrs. Barbara Moore 
Vice President  Ms. Susan Wagner 
Member  Dr. Dan Colgan 
Member  Mr. Brad Haggard 
Member  Mrs. Sarah Siemens 
Member  Mr. Dennis Snethen 
Member  Mrs. Diane Watson 

 
 

2011-2012  President  Mrs. Barbara Moore 
Vice President  Ms. Susan Wagner 
Member  Dr. Dan Colgan 
Member  Mr. Brad Haggard 
Member  Mrs. Sarah Siemens 
Member  Mr. Dennis Snethen 
Member  Mrs. Diane Watson 

 
 

2012-2013  President  Dr. Dan Colgan 
Vice President  Mr. Brad Haggard 
Member  Mrs. Chris Danford 
Member  Mrs. Sarah Siemens 
Member  Mr. Dennis Snethen 
Member  Mr. Martin Rucker 
Member  Ms. Susan Wagner 
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Members of the Board of Education: 1994-2015 
 
 

2013-2014  President  Dr. Dan Colgan 
Vice President  Mr. Brad Haggard 
Member  Mrs. Chris Danford 
Member  Mrs. Sarah Siemens 
Member  Mr. Dennis Snethen 
Member  Mr. Martin Rucker 
Member  Ms. Susan Wagner 
 

 
2014-2015  President  Mr. Brad Haggard 

Vice President  Mr. Martin Rucker 
Member  Dr. Dan Colgan 
Member  Mrs. Chris Danford 
Member  Mrs. Kappy Hodges 
Member  Mr. Dennis Snethen 
Member  Mrs. Lori Prussman 
 
 

2015   President  Mr. Brad Haggard 
Vice President  Mr. Martin Rucker 
Member  Dr. Dan Colgan 
Member  Mrs. Chris Danford 
Member  Mrs. Kappy Hodges 
Member  Mr. Dennis Snethen 
Member  Mrs. Lori Prussman 

 
 

2015   President  Mr. Brad Haggard 
Vice President  Mr. Martin Rucker 
Member  Mr. Eric Bruder 
Member  Mrs. Chris Danford 
Member  Mrs. Kappy Hodges 
Member  Mr. Dennis Snethen 
Member  Mrs. Lori Prussman 
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Chapter 1 
 

In January 2016, the district posted the results of its recent compensation study online 
and presented the findings to the board. 1  In February, the board of education discussed a 
proposal that would add two new associate superintendent positions. Additionally, the board 
gave district staff a mandate to craft a balanced budget for the 2016-17 fiscal year, which could 
require roughly $6 million in cuts. 2   

 
The board approved the freeze of all administrative salaries and the elimination of the 

mileage stipend for administrators. The freeze included no movement on steps on the salary 
schedule for the 2016-17 school year. The board decided to replace the director of human 
resources and the director of secondary education, and to not add an associate superintendent 
position at this time. The board eliminated all instructional coaches and engaged J.W. Terrill as 
the new benefit/broker consultant. The board eliminated the Universal Breakfast program and 
closed the Colgan Alternative Resource Center and authorizing the sale of the building. 3 
 
 In March, the board of education approved a new salary schedule for the 2016-17 school 
year Monday that included a $1,200 raise in base pay. The raise moved local teachers closer to 
the average salaries of their counterparts in similar districts. 4  In April, Dr. Newhart proposed a 
district improvement plan known as the “SJSD All-In Plan” that would address issues related to 
student achievement, attendance, test scores that measure college and career readiness, and the 
district’s graduation rate. 5  
 

In May, the board of education heard a nearly two-hour presentation from an outside 
architectural firm Wednesday that explained various ways the district could reduce its number of 
schools. 6  It was confirmed by the Missouri Public School Retirement System that Mr. Hargens 
repaid $90,000 and Dr. Smith has repaid $23,000. 7   

 
In June, Dr. Colgan plead guilty to a fraud scheme involving the inflation of his 

compensation in reports to the state, thereby increasing the amount of money he received in 
future pension payments. His plea agreement required him to pay more than $662,000 in 
restitution and serve one year in federal prison. 8 
 

In August, the district approved a new assessment plan that included a computer adaptive 
testing feature through i-Ready. 9  As a follow-up to the Colgan plea agreement, the district 
submitted a victim impact statement to the U.S. Probation Office asking for an additional 
$39,348 to cover interest that would have accrued on the sum of its overpayment since 2005. 8 
 

In October, Dr. Marlie Williams, Assistant Superintendent of Academic Services, shared 
an overview of the work of the academic services department since July. The Gallup Student Poll 
was implemented in the district as a measure of student hope and engagement. Several college 
and career readiness events were also reviewed including Manufacturing Day, the My Success 
Event, and Breakfast with the Experts. A working draft of a curriculum handbook was also 
provided to the board for review. 10   
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In November, an overview of the 2017 summer school program was provided to the 
board of education. Stakeholder feedback and a new academically oriented theme for summer 
school was included. 11  In December, a high school schedule and graduation credit study was 
presented to the board of education. This study was completed in support of the “SJSD All-In 
Plan” that Dr. Newhart launched earlier in the year. Detailed information was provided to the 
board about scheduling formats and credit requirements around the state. 12 
 

Chapter 2 
 

In January 2017, the board of education approved the increase of required credits at the 
high school level from 25 to 28. This increased the percentage of required credits from 78.1% to 
87.5% on the block schedule. 1   

 
In February, the Advanced Science Research Center opened at Hillyard Technical Center. 

The two-story, 10,000-square-foot addition included science laboratory space, two classrooms 
and a commons and lounge space on both levels, along with a new secure entry and reception 
office. The expansion will provide additional research space for those already enrolled in 
programs at Hillyard. It also will create opportunities for students from all three of the district’s 
high schools, and gifted students, among others. The board of education approved a $1.6 million 
contract with Herner Construction in 2015 to construct the facility, which was designed by River 
Bluff Architects. A mix of donations and grant funding covered about 40 percent of the cost of 
the project. 2 

 
Also in February, Mrs. Danford resigned from the board with a letter that alleged the 

district had funneled at-risk students to home-school and criticized the district for “tumbling 
scores” and having too many students who cannot read. District officials responded to the 
concerns and provided data to illustrate how the number of home-school transfers had changed 
over more than a decade. The superintendent, assistant superintendent, and the vast majority of 
district directors were not with the district when the transfer numbers spiked suddenly, and no 
official policy was known to be responsible for the surge. The district developed new procedures 
to deal with potential home-school transfers last summer. Dr. Kendra Lau, director of assessment 
for the district, responded to concerns about student test scores. She noted that the district always 
had areas to improve, but cited reports that showed scores had not been continuously falling. 3   

 
According to a News-Press report, during the 2016-17 school year, the district served 726 

students through the English Speakers of Other Languages program, which was the highest 
number served through that program in district history. 4  In March, information was shared with 
the board of education about trends related to class rank, weighted grades and student 
recognition at the high school level. 5   

 
In April, Larry Koch was selected by the board to fill a vacant seat on the board of 

education. Mr. Koch was selected to serve until the end of Mrs. Danford’s term in April 2018. 6 
In May, the SJSD Task Force met for the first time as part of a community engagement 
campaign. 40 people attended the first meeting at emPowerU. 7   
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  In May, a weighted grading and student recognition proposal was approved by the board 
of education. Under the proposal a new weighted grade scale would be implemented the next 
school year that differentiated between regular, honors, and AP, IB, DC coursework. The Latin 
Honors system was also approved to be implemented in part during 2017-18 and completely by 
2020. 8  The final version of the curriculum handbook was presented to the board of education 
for the 2017-18 school year. 9  
 

In June, an virtual learning and credit recovery program was approved by the board of 
education for implementation at the high school level in August. Edgenuity was approved as an 
online learning platform with the intent of providing regular instruction, academic interventions, 
homebound services, credit recovery, and support for academic reassignment and the Missouri 
Options programs at Webster Learning Center. 10  The board of education on approved a $133 
million budget for 2017-18. The district planned to operate at a deficit of about $7.7 million, 
which dropped the estimated ending fund balance to about 16% of total expenditures. 11 
 

In August, the board of education voted to place a proposal on the November ballot. If 
approved, the proposal would reinstate the 63-cent decrease in the rate that occurred in 2015 and 
eliminate the Proposition C Rollback Waiver. 12  At the start of the new school year, the district 
launched an initiative known as Strive for Five in an effort to partner with parents, students, and 
community members to combat the important issue of chronic absenteeism. 13  Dr. Newhart 
announced his departure as superintendent following the 2017-18 school year noting that the 
formation of a new board and superintendent would give the district a fresh start after the 
restructuring and reforms of the past two years. 14   

 
In October, Dr. Williams shared a draft of a certified apprenticeship program with the 

board of education in October. 15  She also shared a three-year strategic plan from the academic 
services department along with measures of progress. The document shared several 
accomplishments from academic services since July 2016 including the utilization of the Gallup 
Student Poll, the implementation of career exploration activities for students and staff, the 
revision of teacher and administrator evaluation procedures, the development of focused district-
wide school improvement goals, and the creation of focused procedural documents for 
curriculum, professional development, and academic services. 16 

 
On November 7, voters rejected the tax levy proposal with 72% of voters opposing the 

issue. 17  Following the failure of the levy, budget cuts for 2018-2019 were discussed at a board 
work session on November 30. Items discussed included the closure of Humboldt and Lake 
Contrary, reducing the district contribution to health insurance by $100 per month, switching 
high schools to a seven period day from a block schedule, eliminating team planning hour at 
middle schools, administrative cuts, eliminating the PTO buyback, operating PAT on state 
funding only, streamlining assessment and online resources, eliminating all middle school sports, 
introducing pay to participate at high school level, restructuring the curriculum advisor program, 
eliminating 66 department chair positions, eliminating adult programs at HTC, eliminating High 
school summer activities, eliminating payment for IB test fees, eliminating extra periods, 
eliminating activities at EmPowerU, and adding middle school pay to participate. 18 
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In December, The board of education approved the closure of Humboldt and Lake 
Elementary Schools, approved movement of salary steps for all employees, approved the 
implementation of a 7-period schedule at the secondary level, approved the restructuring of the 
curriculum advisors, and approved the restructuring of administrative positions. 19   
 

Chapter 3 
 

In January 2018, the district shared a mid-year APR update with the board that showed 
substantial gains in math and English language arts. Attendance data from the first semester was 
also shared and showed that 89.66% of students had attended school 90% of the time through the 
first semester. 1  Dr. Williams shared the framework of a regional apprenticeship program with 
the board of education for Northwest Missouri. 2    

 
In February, the board of education announced the hiring of Dr. Doug Van Zyl from Fort 

Dodge, Iowa as Superintendent of Schools, effective July 1. Dr. Van Zyl received a three-year 
contract with an annual salary of $210,000 for the first two years. 3  The board of education 
approved participation in the Missouri Seal of Biliteracy initiative. Under this initiative, students 
meeting established criteria and earning the Seal on their high school diploma, would be on the 
path toward earning 12 hours of college credit. 4  At the February 26 meeting, the board of 
education approved the reallocation of Title I Part A funds, placed a cap on PAT expenditures, 
eliminated the PTO buyback, and approved payment for IB testing for second year students. 5   
 
 In March, the district launched the NWMO Regional Apprenticeship Program with a tour 
of partner sites including Triumph Foods, LifeLine Foods and I&M Machine and Fabrication. 
Students from Savannah, Benton, Central and Lafayette High Schools attended the tour and 
learned more about operations at each site. Dr. Williams presented an overview to 31 interested 
students and provided helpful interviewing tips for the competitive application process with 
employers. 6 
 

In April, the board of education installed Seth Wright, Lute Atieh, and Larry Koch, who 
were elected to 3 year terms. Seth Wright was elected board president and Tami Pasley was 
elected vice president. 7  For the fifth consecutive year, the district received recognition from the 
NAMM Foundation as one of the best in the nation for music education. 8  12 sophomores were 
selected for the NWMO Registered Youth Apprenticeship program from Benton, Central, and 
Lafayette. 9  The Missouri Department of Economic Development announced their intent to fund 
a $106,639 MORAP grant submitted by the district. This grant was developed to support the 
launch of the NWMO Registered Youth Apprenticeship program. 10   
 

In May, an update about the Strive for Five attendance initiative was shared with the 
board of education. Results at the May board meeting showed a 3.79% increase in proportional 
attendance since the launch of the initiative in August. 11  A revised version of the district's 2018-
19 budget was presented to the board, updated with all state funding and some federal funding 
figures. Anticipated revenues were projected at $125,983,223 while planned expenditures totaled 
$125,983,858. 12  The district announced that they were seeking an assessment of physical 
security measures and processes that are currently in place, or are recommended to be in place, at 
designated buildings throughout the School District in its efforts to assess and improve security. 
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The scope of work would include an assessment of certain typical school facilities, an analysis of 
the implications of the schools’ physical set up and security measures, including a best practices 
analysis, and the development of recommendations for consideration. 13   

 
In June, a balanced budget was approved by the board of education with a projected 

surplus of $635. This proposal reflected a cut of $7,378,300.81 from the operating budget and 
reduced the fund balance to 15%. 14  In July, Dr. Doug Van Zyl joined the School District as 
superintendent of schools.  

 
In September, the board of education approved a policy revision to establish four sub-

committees to address operations and long-range planning. The committees approved were the 
Finance/Audit/Scholarship Committee, the United SJSD/Negotiations/Insurance Committee, the 
Policy Committee, and the Long-Range Planning/Facilities Committee. 15  The board also 
approved an agreement to join the LAUNCH virtual learning consortium in advance of the newly 
revised Missouri Online Course Access Program (MOCAP).  

 
In October, The Missouri School Public Relations Association (MOSPRA) announced 

the School District’s Strive for 5 attendance campaign as a recipient of the Award of Merit in the 
Golden Achievement category. Dr. Van Zyl invited citizens to learn more about the schools 
during a series of community meetings known as Coffee and Conversation, scheduled in 
October, November and January.  

 
In November, the board of education approved an identification and scanning security 

system for district implementation. The new system will allow schools to monitor access to 
schools while scanning the national sex offender registry. Initial installation would cost $41,400 
at each elementary, middle and high school. The approved bid has an annual cost of $12,960 for 
the service. 16   

 
In December, the board of education approved a summer school program for grades K-8 

through Catapult Learning. A financial guarantee was provided by the vendor that could provide 
at least $100,000 surplus to the summer school operational costs. 17    
 

Chapter 4 
 

In January 2019, the board of education approved a 61-cent levy with a five-year sunset, 
that if approved by voters, would provide the district with $6,588,000 each year to attract and 
retain teachers, focus on security upgrades and pay for general operational costs. 1   

 
In February, the Academic Services Department shared a data informed update on SJSD 

performance during a board work session. This presentation included an update of the district’s 
2018 Annual Performance Report. The report from DESE showed the district earning 91.2% of 
possible points in the annual report, the highest percentage of points earned during the MSIP 5 
accreditation era. 2  The board of education approved a 3-year pilot program with AllHere 
Education at the Harvard University Innovation Lab to evaluate interventions aimed at 
decreasing chronic absenteeism. 3  
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2015-2016 
 
DISTRICT ADMINISTRATION 
 
Dr. Robert Newhart  Superintendent of Schools 
Joey Austin   Director of Communication 
Tim Ellis   Director of Data Management 
Dr. Brian Shindorf  Director of Elementary Education 
Wes Metz   Director of Finance 
Amy Todd   Director of Human Resources and Compliance Officer 
Chris Silcott   Director of Operations and Warehousing 
Leah Schmidt   Director of Nutrition Services 
Dr. Sandy Steggall  Director of Secondary Education 
Denise Colhour  Director of Special Services 
Dr. Solon Haynes  Director of Student Services 
Dr. Kendra Lau  Director of Research, Evaluation and Assessment 
Tim McKay   Director of Technology 
 
 
BUILDING ADMINISTRATION 
 
Beery Johnson   Principal  Benton High School 
Roberta Dias   Principal  Bode Middle School 
Lacey Adams   Principal  Carden Park Elementary School 
Dr. Deborah Stephens  Principal  Central High School 
Heather Gladhart  Principal  Coleman Elementary School 
Terri Deayon   Principal  Edison Elementary School 
Kara Anderson   Principal  Ellison Elementary School 
Joni Owens   Principal  Field Elementary School 
Dr. Dennis Merritt  Director  Hillyard Technical Center 
Dr. Kevin Carroll  Principal  Hosea Elementary School 
Jaimee Lawrence  Principal  Humboldt Elementary School 
Jeaneen Boyer   Principal  Hyde Elementary School 
Dr. Tyran Sumy  Principal  Lafayette High School 
Dr. Jasmine Briedwell  Principal  Lake Contrary Elementary School 
Dr. Julie Gaddie  Principal  Lindbergh Elementary School 
Dr. Suzanne Tiemann  Principal  Mark Twain Elementary School 
Mike Otto   Principal  Oak Grove Elementary School 
Heather Beaulieu  Principal  Parkway Elementary School 
Tara Wells   Principal  Pershing Elementary School 
John Davison   Principal  Pickett Elementary School 
Mark Weis   Principal  Robidoux Middle School 
Dr. Jennifer Patterson  Principal  Skaith Elementary School 
Dr. Lara Gilpin   Principal  Spring Garden Middle School 
Jason Callaway   Principal  Truman Middle School 
Jeremy Burright  Principal  Webster Learning Center 
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2016-2017 
 
DISTRICT ADMINISTRATION 
 
Dr. Robert Newhart  Superintendent of Schools 
Dr. Marlie Williams  Assistant Superintendent of Academic and Education Services 
Joey Austin   Director of Communication 
Tim Ellis   Director of Data Management 
Dr. Michele Norman  Director of Elementary Education 
Wes Metz   Director of Finance 
Dr. Brian Kraus  Director of Human Resources and Compliance Officer 
Chris Silcott   Director of Operations and Warehousing 
Leah Schmidt   Director of Nutrition Services 
Dr. Chris Hubbuch  Director of Secondary Education 
Dr. Denise Colhour  Director of Special Services 
Dr. Solon Haynes  Director of Student Services 
Dr. Kendra Lau  Director of Research, Evaluation and Assessment 
Tim McKay   Director of Technology 
 
 
BUILDING ADMINISTRATION 
 
Beery Johnson   Principal  Benton High School 
Roberta Dias   Principal  Bode Middle School 
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Dr. Deborah Stephens  Principal  Central High School 
Heather Gladhart  Principal  Coleman Elementary School 
Terri Deayon   Principal  Edison Elementary School 
Kara Anderson   Principal  Ellison Elementary School 
Joni Owens   Principal  Field Elementary School 
Dr. Dennis Merritt  Director  Hillyard Technical Center 
Dr. Kevin Carroll  Principal  Hosea Elementary School 
Jaimee Lawrence  Principal  Humboldt Elementary School 
Jeaneen Boyer   Principal  Hyde Elementary School 
Dr. Tyran Sumy  Principal  Lafayette High School 
Dr. Jasmine Briedwell  Principal  Lake Contrary Elementary School 
Dr. Julie Gaddie  Principal  Lindbergh Elementary School 
Dr. Suzanne Tiemann  Principal  Mark Twain Elementary School 
Mike Otto   Principal  Oak Grove Elementary School 
Heather Beaulieu  Principal  Parkway Elementary School 
Tara Wells   Principal  Pershing Elementary School 
John Davison   Principal  Pickett Elementary School 
Mark Weis   Principal  Robidoux Middle School 
Dr. Jennifer Patterson  Principal  Skaith Elementary School 
Dr. Lara Gilpin   Principal  Spring Garden Middle School 
Jason Callaway   Principal  Truman Middle School 
Jeremy Burright  Principal  Webster Learning Center 
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DISTRICT ADMINISTRATION 
 
Dr. Robert Newhart  Superintendent of Schools 
Dr. Marlie Williams  Assistant Superintendent of Academic and Education Services 
Bridget Blevins  Director of Communication 
Tim Ellis   Director of Data Management 
Dr. Michele Norman  Director of Elementary Education 
Wes Metz   Director of Finance 
Dr. Brian Kraus  Director of Human Resources and Compliance Officer 
Chris Silcott   Director of Operations and Warehousing 
Leah Schmidt   Director of Nutrition Services 
Dr. Chris Hubbuch  Director of Secondary Education 
Dr. Denise Colhour  Director of Special Services 
Dr. Solon Haynes  Director of Student Services 
Dr. Kendra Lau  Director of Research, Evaluation and Assessment 
Tim McKay   Director of Technology 
 
 
BUILDING ADMINISTRATION 
 
Dr. Beery Johnson  Principal  Benton High School 
Roberta Dias   Principal  Bode Middle School 
Lacey Adams   Principal  Carden Park Elementary School 
Dr. Deborah Stephens  Principal  Central High School 
Heather Gladhart  Principal  Coleman Elementary School 
Terri Deayon   Principal  Edison Elementary School 
Kara Anderson   Principal  Ellison Elementary School 
Joni Owens   Principal  Field Elementary School 
Dr. Dennis Merritt  Director  Hillyard Technical Center 
Dr. Kevin Carroll  Principal  Hosea Elementary School 
Leah Richardson  Principal  Humboldt Elementary School 
Jaimee Lawrence  Principal  Hyde Elementary School 
Chris Early   Principal  Lafayette High School 
Julie Crum   Principal  Lake Contrary Elementary School 
Dr. Julie Gaddie  Principal  Lindbergh Elementary School 
Dr. Suzanne Tiemann  Principal  Mark Twain Elementary School 
Natalie Arnold   Principal  Oak Grove Elementary School 
Heather Beaulieu  Principal  Parkway Elementary School 
Tara Wells   Principal  Pershing Elementary School 
Dr. John Davison  Principal  Pickett Elementary School 
Mark Weis   Principal  Robidoux Middle School 
Dr. Jennifer Patterson  Principal  Skaith Elementary School 
Dr. Lara Gilpin   Principal  Spring Garden Middle School 
Landi Quinlin   Principal  Truman Middle School 
Dr. Michele Thomason  Principal  Webster Learning Center 
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2018-2019 
 
DISTRICT ADMINISTRATION 
 
Dr. Doug Van Zyl  Superintendent of Schools 
Dr. Marlie Williams  Assistant Superintendent  
Bridget Blevins  Director of Communication 
Dr. Michele Norman  Director of Elementary Education 
Dr. Gabe Edgar  Director of Finance 
Dr. Brian Kraus  Director of Human Resources 
Chris Silcott   Director of Operations and Warehousing 
Dr. Robert Sigrist  Director of Non-Academic Support and Student Services 
Dr. Kendra Lau  Director of School Improvement 
Dr. Chris Hubbuch  Director of Secondary Education 
Dr. Michele Thomason  Director of Special Programs 
Kim Hill    Coordinator of Counseling  
Mary Fleming    Coordinator of Early Childhood  
Maria Burnham   Coordinator of Health Services  
Mickey Gill   Coordinator of Maintenance and Warehousing 
Brian Tarr    Coordinator of Nutrition Services  
Dr. Susan Anderson   Coordinator of Technology & Data Management 
 
 
BUILDING ADMINISTRATION 
 
Dr. Beery Johnson  Principal  Benton High School 
Roberta Dias   Principal  Bode Middle School 
Lacey Adams   Principal  Carden Park Elementary School 
Dr. Terri Godfrey  Principal  Central High School 
Heather Gladhart  Principal  Coleman Elementary School 
Dlo DuVall   Principal  Edison Elementary School 
Kara Anderson   Principal  Ellison Elementary School 
Joni Owens   Principal  Field Elementary School 
Jill Huntsman   Director  Hillyard Technical Center 
Justin McCarthy  Principal  Hosea Elementary School 
Jaimee Lawrence  Principal  Hyde Elementary School 
Dr. Ashly McGinnis  Principal  Lafayette High School 
Leah Richardson  Principal  Lindbergh Elementary School 
Mindi Richardson  Principal  Mark Twain Elementary School 
Natalie Arnold   Principal  Oak Grove Elementary School 
Dr. Solon Haynes  Principal  Parkway Elementary School 
Tara Wells   Principal  Pershing Elementary School 
Dr. John Davison  Principal  Pickett Elementary School 
Mark Weis   Principal  Robidoux Middle School 
Dr. Jennifer Patterson  Principal  Skaith Elementary School 
Dr. Lara Gilpin   Principal  Spring Garden Middle School 
Landi Quinlin   Principal  Truman Middle School 
Jon Salanky   Principal  Webster Learning Center 
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Members of the Board of Education: 2015-2018 
 
 

2016   President  Mr. Brad Haggard 
Vice President  Mr. Martin Rucker 
Member  Mr. Eric Bruder 
Member  Mrs. Chris Danford 
Member  Mrs. Kappy Hodges 
Member  Mr. Dennis Snethen 
Member  Mrs. Lori Prussman 
 
 

2016-2017  President  Mr. Martin Rucker 
Vice President  Mrs. Lori Prussman  
Member  Mrs. Chris Danford 
Member  Dr. Bryan Green 
Member  Mrs. Kappy Hodges 
Member  Mrs. Tami Pasley 
Member  Mr. Dennis Snethen 

 
 

2017   President  Mr. Martin Rucker 
Vice President  Mrs. Lori Prussman  
Member  Mrs. Chris Danford 
Member  Dr. Bryan Green 
Member  Mrs. Kappy Hodges 
Member  Mrs. Tami Pasley 
Member  Mr. Dennis Snethen 
 
 

2017-2018  President  Mr. Martin Rucker 
Vice President  Mrs. Lori Prussman  
Member  Dr. Bryan Green 
Member  Mrs. Kappy Hodges 
Member  Mr. Larry Koch 
Member  Mrs. Tami Pasley 
Member  Mr. Dennis Snethen 
 
 

2018-2019  President   Mr. Seth Wright 
Vice President  Mrs. Tami Pasley 
Member  Mrs. Lori Prussman  
Member  Mrs. Kappy Hodges 
Member  Dr. Bryan Green 
Member  Mr. Larry Koch 
Member  Mr. Lute Atieh 
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District Schools in Operation                 Opened    
 

Eugene Field Elementary School         1917   

Lafayette High School          1917   

Pershing Elementary School          1925  

Bode Middle School           1927   

Hyde Elementary School           1930 

Edison Elementary School          1931 

Lindbergh Elementary School         1931 

Webster Learning Center          1931   

Central High School           1933 

Benton High School           1940     

Bessie Ellison Elementary School         1954   

Hosea Elementary School          1954 

Mark Twain Elementary School         1954 

Truman Middle School          1956 

Pickett Elementary School          1958   

Skaith Elementary School           1965 

Coleman Elementary School          1966   

Spring Garden Middle School         1967   

Parkway Elementary School          1971 

Robidoux Middle School          1971 

Hillyard Technical Center          1982 

Carden Park Elementary          2014  

Oak Grove Elementary School         2014 
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ANGELIQUE PRIMARY 
 

 
 
     In existence in 1874, this school was located in a rented building situated on the southwest   
     corner of Fifteenth and Angelique Streets. The school had been named the Fifteenth Street  
     Primary for the years previous to 1874. 
 
 
AVENUE GERMAN-ENGLISH SCHOOL 
 

 
 
     This school was located on the north side of Frederick Avenue, between Tenth and Eleventh  
     Streets. The District rented the building from 1887 until 1892 when the district purchased the        
     property. From 1874 to 1887 it was known as the Avenue Primary School. The District  
     moved the school into the building of the former Frederick Avenue Colored School, located  
     on the northeast corner of Frederick Avenue and Thirteenth Street. After one year, it was  
     closed and remained vacant until 1907 when the district turned it into a carpenter shop. 
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AVENUE PRIMARY SCHOOL 
 

 
 
     This was a temporary school used from 1868 to 1869, while the district was building the   
     Webster and Washington Schools. It was a rented building at 209 (sic) Frederick Avenue. 
     This is an impossible address and must surely have been 1209 Frederick Avenue (Rusk, n.d.). 
     It was a three-story apartment house and the district rented the middle floor. Families lived 
     above and below the school.  
 
 
AVENUE SCHOOL 
 

 
 
     There were two schools with the same name; the one referenced here existed from 1874 to  
     1877. It was located in a rented building that was situated on the north side of Frederick  
     Avenue between Tenth and Eleventh Streets. It was purchased at a cost of $10,000  
     (Superintendents Report, 1907). The school was later called the Avenue German-English  
     School. 
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BARTLETT HIGH AND GRAMMAR SCHOOL 
 

 
 
     In 1904, the District changed the name of the Colored High and Grammar School to Bartlett  
     High and Grammar School. It was named in honor of Herschel Bartlett who helped bring  
     industrial arts to the school. Bartlett was built at the cost of $17,690 (Superintendent’s Report,  
     1907) and was located on the corner of 18th and Angelique Streets. Bartlett closed in 1954  
     due to desegregation efforts.  
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BENTON HIGH SCHOOL I 

 

 
 
     Named in honor of Thomas Hart Benton, Missouri statesman from 1820-1850, it existed  
     only from September to November of 1905 while a permanent location was found. The  
     district rented the Old English Hall at King Hill Road and Colorado Avenues. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 312 

 
BENTON HIGH SCHOOL II 

 

 
 
     November of 1905 saw the students move to the top of the Harvard Street Hill where  
     Cumberland Street intersects. The early classes of 1909 and 1910 were sent to Central High  
     School and it was not until 1911 that the first class actually graduated. The original structure  
     cost $91,000 to build (Superintendent’s Report, 1907). The school still has a silent, 16mm  
     film made by Fred Vandersloot, the principal during the thirties. In the latter part of this  
     decade, it became apparent that a new building was needed. A survey, (Strayer, 1922) states  
     the following:  
      

The site upon which the Benton School is located was chosen without reference to adequate 
standards. Because of its location on the brow of one of the highest pieces of land in South St. 
Joseph, it was impossible to get an adequate playground in this locality which would suffice for 
the present school and for future growth. The inadequacy of site and the unfortunate location have 
also greatly influenced the style of architecture and also limited that possibility of expansion. Five 
or six acres should be procured across First Street in the sloping territory to the east of the present 
plant. This was done and the aforementioned film shows the leveling of the land, using only 
shovels, single blade plows pulled by mules, and one rather primitive tractor. The leveling took 
the side of a hill and made a football field out of it. In the late thirties, a new site was chosen. 
Much controversy arose because the new site was not the one recommended nor was it the one 
preferred by the members of the community. The recommended site was at Tenth and Noyes 
Avenue (Strayer, 1922).  

 
     Noyes Avenue is the street currently known as Mason Road (District Handbook, 1929).  
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BENTON HIGH SCHOOL III 

 

 
 
     On the morning of March 21, 1940, the students picked up their books and marched down 
     the east slope of Harvard Street Hill to 5655 South Fourth Street and the new Benton High 
     School. In 1941, the seventh grade was dropped and in 1968, with the establishment of the 
     middle school program by the District, the eighth grade left. Today, the school has had four 
     additions and remains as one of the three public high schools in the city.  
 
 
BESSIE ELLISON ELEMENTARY  

 

 
 
     While St. Joseph was busy with desegregation, an area east of the city was organizing into 
     the Platte Valley School District. In 1954, ten small districts consolidated into one. They  
     purchased a 13-acre tract and opened the school with 175 pupils on November 14, 1954.  
     The school was annexed by the St. Joseph School District in 1967 and renamed in honor of 
     the former superintendent of the Platte Valley R-1 School District. Located five miles east of  
     the Belt Highway on State Highway 6, the elementary school is somewhat unique with its  
     lighted athletic field and rural setting. The school has a capacity around 500 students.   
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BLAIR SCHOOL  

 

 
 
     Blair School was named in honor of Francis P. Blair, Missouri congressman during the 
     Civil War and staunch supporter of the Union (Foley, 1976). It is situated on the northeast 
     corner of 34th and Renick Streets. The original building was a two-room structure built at  
     a cost of $11,300 (Superintendent’s Report, 1907) for both building and grounds (District,  
     1984).  
 
     At this time it was located within the Bliss School boundaries and served as an annex 
     for them. In the fall of 1924, it was recognized as a separate school. In 1925, two additional  
     rooms were built, making four rooms on each floor. On Sunday, April 14, 1940, while the 
     structure was being remodeled, the front section burned. The students were sent to Hall,     
     Musser, and the Second Presbyterian Church to finish the year. The remodeling just  
     mentioned was the addition of a gymnasium-auditorium on the east end. In 1959, “an east 
     wing of four rooms was added” (District, 1984).  
 
     As the 1970’s came to a close and the 1980’s opened, the district had many schools within a  
     few blocks of each other. They city continued to move east and the Blair District became an  
     area of retired citizens. This decline in enrollment caused the District to close Blair and     
     convert it into the District’s audio-visual department, bookroom, retrieval center, and general  
     warehouse.   
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BLISS SCHOOL  

 

 
 
     A very notable member of the community was Judge Philemon Bliss. Not only was he an 
     early member of the District Board of Education, but he was a distinguished Justice of the 
     Missouri Supreme Court from 1865 to 1891 and Dean of the Law Department at the  
     University of Missouri during the same dates. Therefore, in 1890, the District renamed the 
     old Wyatt Park School in his honor (Foley, 1976). The structure was a rented building  
     located on the southwest corner of 30th and Olive Streets.  
 
     This new school was located on the northwest corner of 30th and Lafayette Streets. It opened  
     its doors in 1916. The District invested $7,500 to build the structure (Superintendent’s Report,  
     1907). A survey taken during World War I (Strayer, 1922) states that “because of its splendid  
     construction and adherence to many of the modern standards in school planning, this building  
     will continue to be used as an elementary school over a period of at least thirty-five years.”  
 
 
BLISS JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL  

 
     Bliss School was converted into a Junior High School in 1931 and served as a feeder for  
     Central High School. Benton and Lafayette High Schools had their Junior Highs under one 
     structure. In 1973, the building was sold and converted into a rest home for the elderly.  
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BODE MIDDLE SCHOOL  

 

 
 
     The building that is known today as Bode Middle School was built in 1927 was named  
     Christian Brothers High School. The school operated as a parochial high school until it  
     closed in 1970 when the Catholic Parochial Schools decided to become co-educational.  
     With the middle school program expanding in the early 1970’s and the availability of this  
     sound structure, the District purchased it. Renovation began and in the fall of 1972 Bode  
     Middle School opened its doors. The school was named for a benefactor of the city, George  
     Bode. He left his entire fortune to the city to use. Bode serves the northeast section of the city  
     and is one of two middle schools that feed Central High School. Bode is located at 720 North  
     Noyes Boulevard.  
 
 
 

CARDEN PARK ELEMENTARY  

 

 
 
     Located at 1510 Duncan Street, Carden Park Elementary opened in August 2014 and serves  
     students in kindergarten through sixth grade. The school was named after Ernest (Ernie)  
     Carden, who worked hard in the Carden Park neighborhood and donated countless volunteer  
     hours to the midtown community. In 1977, the city council named the park in his honor.  
     Carden Park is the home of the “Titans” and the school colors are purple, silver, and black. 
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CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL I  

 

 
 
     Before 1907, there was only one high school in St. Joseph and it was simply known as  
     St. Joseph High School. When Benton High School was established, it became obvious that 
     a name change was in order. The history of St. Joseph High School is described under its  
     own listing in this report so the school known as Central High School will be considered  
     starting in 1907. It was located at 13th and Olive Streets. By the early 1920’s it was obvious  
     that the school was too small. According to the 1992 survey by Strayer and Associates: 
 

The Central High School is greatly overcrowded and many of the children are being housed under 
most unfortunate conditions. The school has its auditorium on what is practically the fourth floor. 
The balcony of the auditorium is, of course, above this height. The fire escapes which are 
connected with this auditorium would serve for only a very small fraction of the children who at 
times fill the auditorium. The use of basement classrooms should be discontinued at the earliest 
moment. The health of children and teachers attending school in these classrooms is seriously 
endangered. The natural light is very inadequate and adequate ventilation cannot be provided. 
The gymnasium facilities, the provision for shops and household arts are of such a nature as to 
make it impossible to ever provide a modern high school. If St. Joseph is to place its high school 
facilities on par with those of other progressive cities, it will be necessary to select a site of at 
least 20-acres and to plan at the present time the beginnings of what will become ultimately the 
educational center of the city. The site and school plant should be located considerably to the east 
of the present plant and as near as possible to what has been and what promised to be the 
residential building center of the city.  

 

     It would be another eleven years before the District would heed this report. The gymnasium  
     referred to was built in 1910, between the Everett School so it could serve both.  
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CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL II  

 

 
 
     In 1933, the new high school was built at 26th and Edmond Streets to accommodate more  
     students. Over the years the number of students continued to increase at Central High School.  
     Enrollment peaked at almost 2,400 in the 1970's as a result of the Baby Boom. This increase  
     caused Central to expand the original main building in 1961, with a 24-room addition, now  
     called the Sophomore Annex. By 1967, there again was need for more space, so in 1968, a 
     25-room addition known as the Freshman Annex was completed. Since 1968 two other spaces 
     have been added, the current library completed in 2002, and the Morgan Multipurpose  
     Building in 2013. Today, the student population fluctuates around 1,600 students. 
 
 
 

COLEMAN ELEMENTARY  

 

 
 
     Coleman Elementary is located at 3312 Beck Road. Built in 1966, Coleman was originally 
     named Hawthorne Elementary School for the famous American novelist and writer of short  
     stories, Nathaniel Hawthorne. In 1996, it was renamed Coleman Elementary School in  
     honor of long time District Assistant Superintendent, Mr. G. Max Coleman.  
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COLORED HIGH SCHOOL 
 
     The school existed for three years from 1885 until 1888 when it was moved to a permanent  
     structure at Eighteenth and Angelique Streets. The building was a rented room located on  
     the northeast corner of Frederick Avenue and Twentieth Street. The District had created  
     elementary schools for negroes after the Civil War had ended. It became obvious as well as 
     the law, that a high school education must be provided for the “colored” (Foley, 1976).   
 
 
 
COLORED HIGH AND GRAMMAR SCHOOL 
 

 
 
     The successor of the Colored High School, previously mentioned, was located at Eighteenth 
     and Angelique Streets. It was not a rented building as was the previous site. The school  
     existed under this name from 1888 until 1904 at which time it was renamed Bartlett High  
     School. The Grammar and Primary portion would serve all colored students south of  
     Frederick Avenue, while the newly constructed Lincoln School would serve the northern     
     populace. The High School, however, would serve the entire city. In 1904, the District  
     changed the school name to Bartlett High and Grammar School.  
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COURTHOUSE HILL PRIMARY  

 
     Not much is known of this school. It existed for only two years in a rented building located 
     between Jules and Faraon Streets on Fourth Street. It was probably used while other schools 
     were being built during the late 1880’s. 
 
 
 

CROSBY SCHOOL & ANNEX  

 

 
 
     From 1866 to 1877, Mr. John S. Crosby served as principal of the St. Joseph High School.  
     Upon retirement, he served as a member of the Board of Education for one year. In 1879,  
     when it became apparent that a new school was needed to be built in the North End, it was  
     decided to name it in honor of him. The school was located on the northwest corner of  
     Savannah Avenue and Richardson Streets. As the area expanded, more space was needed  
     and in 1894, an annex was built to the school. It became obvious that the North End of town  
     needed a high school. In 1917, the Lafayette School was built and housed all twelve grades.  
     It was at this time that the Crosby School was closed. 
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DOUGLASS SCHOOL 

 

 
 
     Established in 1901 as the South St. Joseph Colored School, Douglass was created to serve 
     the increasing number of colored children living on the South Side. In 1904, the name was  
     changed to honor the abolitionist, Frederick Douglass. This structure of two rooms was  
     located on Iowa Avenue near King Hill. In 1907, a more permanent structure was needed.  
     The school was moved to “Division Street, West of King Hill Avenue” (Foley, 1976). It was 
     a temporary wooden structure, hung on a cliff that drew the following statement from the  
     Strayers report of 1922: 
 

Certain needed repairs and additions be made to the Douglass to care for the children in that  
center. No plan for a permanent building at this center should be made, as it is almost certain that 
this school will be eliminated within the next few years. At that time, a proper site and location 
may be secured which may be developed to adequately care for the children who live in or near 
this territory.   

 

     It is interesting to note that the report tries to minimize the existence of these Colored  
     Schools. They must have been deplorable because the report continues to say: 
 

The use of the basement classrooms in this four-room school should be discontinued and two new  
rooms should be added at this point so that the children of this school are housed under healthful 
conditions. Modern toilet connections can be made, chemical toilets are recommended for 
temporary use.  

       

     In spite of these two apparently contradictory statements in the same report, the District took  
     heed and went up the hill, east, for two blocks to the corner of Russell and Barbara Streets to  
     build a permanent brick structure in 1929. The school was closed, as were the other colored  
     schools in 1954 when the district integrated.  
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EDISON ELEMENTARY 

 

 
 
     Named after Thomas A. Edison, this brick school, located at 22nd and Clay Street was  
     opened in the fall of 1931. It really is the combination of two schools, Garfield and Jackson,  
     both of which were in the area and were closed when the school opened. It is a beautiful  
     three-story brick structure whose grounds occupy an entire city block. Its first principal was  
     Francis Burris who came over from the Jackson School. The structure is still in use today.  
 
 
EIGHTEENTH STREET COLORED SCHOOL 

 

 
 
     This school was located on the southwest corner of 18th and Beattie Streets. It was rented 
     and used for the colored children of the north-central portion of the city. Established in 1888, 
     it lasted for only nine years until 1897 when it combined with the Lincoln Colored School 
     on St. Joseph Avenue.  
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EIGHTH STREET PRIMARY 

 
     This school existed for only a few months during 1870. It was located on the east side of  
     Eighth Street between Seneca and Lafayette Streets (Polk, 1870). Miss Rosa Sommerville  
     served as principal during its existence in a rented room. Evidence indicates it was probably  
     used while waiting on the Neely School to be built.  
 
 
 
ELEVENTH STREET PRIMARY 

 

 
 
     Like the Eighth Street Primary, this school existed for only a few months during 1870 while  
     waiting for Neely School to be built. It too was a rented room located on the corner of  
     Eleventh and Pacific Streets. Ms. M.N. Edwards was its principal.  
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ERNST SCHOOL 

 

 
 
     The school was named in honor of Charles F. Ernst, a member of the board of education from  
     1871 to 1883. The school was a rented building first opened in 1888 and called the Walkers’  
     Addition School. In 1891 it was decided to change the name to the Ernst School. In 1894, the  
     rented building was demolished, the land purchased by the District, and a permanent structure  
     was erected at a cost of $7,500 (Superintendent’s Report, 1907). Both buildings were located  
     on the northeast corner of Fifth Avenue and Savannah Road (Foley, 1976). The school was  
     “located upon a very limited site adjacent to the most extensively used north and south  
     thoroughfare in the city” (Strayer, 1922). The building was in terrible shape by 1922 and  
     recommendations for closing it were many. Strayer (1922) goes on to say: 
 

It is recommended that a new Ernst School be made a part of the immediate building program. 
This school should be located in the vicinity of Second Street and Green Avenue where an 
extensive acreage can be secured at a very reasonable figure. The initial unit of this new Ernst 
School should provide for 640 children. This will relieve the overcrowding at the Humboldt 
school and provide for all of the children of the present Ernst plant who live west of St. Joseph 
Avenue. It will also reduce the number of children at the Krug School so that only such rooms in 
this building that are desirable will be used. This new plant will also provide relief for the 
elementary grades in the present Lafayette structure.   

  

     This was close to what actually happened. The school existed for nine more years and in  
     1931, the students were moved to the new Charles A. Lindbergh School, which is located four  
     blocks south of the proposed site. A picture from the Strayer Report shows a very cramped  
     room, long and narrow, full of children, with paint hanging from the ceiling and no artificial  
     lighting. The location where the school was located is one-half block east of St. Joseph  
     Avenue on 5th Avenue.  
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EUGENE FIELD SCHOOL I 

 

 
 
     Unlike other schools of the same name, the two Eugene Field Schools have no connection. 
     The original Eugene Field School, the one mentioned here, was located on the northwest  
     corner of 16th and Sacramento Streets. The structure was a $32,500 investment by the  
     District (Superintendent’s Report, 1907). It was obviously named after the “Children’s Poet 
     Laureate” (Foley, 1976). The school existed until 1933 when it was closed with its students 
     being divided between Everett, Hall and Neely Schools with the majority going to Neely. 
     Neely at this time was a new school with lots of rooms unused. The Strayer Report of 1922  
     states that the school was “poorly planned” and that the building “could not possibly be  
     retained in any ultimate elementary program and should be abandoned as the program  
     advances.”  
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EUGENE FIELD ELEMENTARY II 

 

 
 
     On the close of Eugene Field School, the name was moved to an already existing school in 
     the northeast part of town, Whittier School. Located at 26th Street and Gene Field Road,  
     Whittier originally consisted of two rooms. As the population increased in the northeast part  
     of the city, additions were made to the original building. In the summer of 1973, the oldest  
     part of the school burned, destroying the office, four large classrooms, the gymnasium and  
     the long hall which had beautiful arched windows that opened out. The fire was probably  
     caused by burning trash escaping from the incinerator smokestack, landing on the old dry  
     wooden shingle roof. The building was redesigned and by 1974 a renovated building  
     continued under the name of Eugene Field School. A library was added, the main office  
     centralized and the parking lot and circle drive was created.  
 
 
 

EVERETT SCHOOL 

 

 
 
     Everett School was built in 1909 and located at 14th and Olive Streets, right behind the  
     St. Joseph High School. It was named in honor of Edward Everett, the Constitutional- 
     Unionist candidate for president in 1860. Everett remained open as an elementary school  
     until 1985 when declining enrollment in this part of town forced its closure.   
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FIFTEENTH STREET PRIMARY 
 

 
 
     This school existed from 1871-1874 when it was renamed the Angelique Primary and then 
     closed that same year. Located at the southwest corner of Fifteenth and Angelique Streets.   
     It spent its entire life in a rented building with Ms. A.E. Williams serving as its principal. 
 
 
 
FIFTH WARD SCHOOL 
 

 
 
     Built at the corner of 12th and Olive Streets in 1866, its name was changed to the Everett 
     School only one year after its construction. The school itself existed until 1908 when the  
     new Everett School was built. 
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FIRST COLORED SCHOOL 
 
     In 1866, after the Civil War and the need to open schools for the colored, the District opened  
     this school in the basement of the African Baptist Church located at 4th and Francis Streets.  
     In 1867, a permanent structure was built at 4th and Michel Streets. In July 1871, a wind storm  
     destroyed this structure and it was relocated northwest of this point to Second and Cherry  
     Streets. This had been the Madison School since 1867. Prior to 1867 it was called the Third  
     Ward School and from 1860 to 1866 it was named the First Ward School. In 1887, the  
     students were moved to the new Lincoln School at St. Joseph Avenue and Pendleton Street. 
     The building itself remained until 1901 when it was renamed Humboldt. The original 4th and  
     Michel Street location was sold to the railroad for $4,000.  
 
 
 
FIRST WARD SCHOOL 
 

 
 
     One of the first three schools built by the District, (the other ones being the Second Ward  
     School and the Third Ward School) was opened April 23, 1860. It was built on land donated 
     by Joseph Robidoux, the founder of Blacksnake Hills, a small town that was later renamed 
     St. Joseph. The school started on the southeast corner of 3rd and Charles Streets. On May 21,  
     1861, the school was forced to close because of the Civil War. It reopened in October 1864. 
     In 1865, the school was sold to John P. Fink for $12 as a site for a shoe factory (Neely, 1877). 
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FLORENCE ADDITION SCHOOL 
 

 
 
     The name came from the area in which the school was located. It was a small rural, two  
     room, brick structure located on the southwest corner of Moose and Smith Streets. Built  
     in 1901 at a cost of $4,800 (Superintendent’s Report, 1907), it was abandoned in 1927 by  
     the district.  
 
 
 
FLOYD SCHOOL I, II 

 

 
 
     From 1870 to 1879, William H. Floyd served as president of the school board. When a new 
     school was opened on the northwest corner of 6th and Jackson Streets, it seemed fitting to 
     name a school after him. The Floyd School replaced the 6th Street School located a few  
     blocks south. The school was opened in 1877 and in 1886 a second story was added. 
  
     Due to increasing enrollment the board built a new building at 3rd and Hickory Streets that 
     cost $18,920 (Superintendent’s Report, 1907). An annex was added in 1904 due to growing 
     enrollment. In the early 1930’s the district razed the old structure and built a modern two- 
     story building. By 1967, the city was moving east and the area was becoming populated with 
     elderly citizens. Therefore, the school closed and was used for a time as a district book room  
     and audio-visual center until the Blair School closed and those offices relocated there. Today  
     the building houses the offices of the City of St. Joseph Maintenance Department.  
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FOURTH STREET SCHOOL 
 
     This school was located in the Studebaker Building  
     at 4th and Patee Streets. It was rented for only one  
     year from 1877 from 1878. 
 
 
 
 
FOURTH WARD SCHOOL 
 
     No records remain of this school other than the fact it existed between 1864 and 1865. 
 
 
 
 
FRANCIS STREET GERMAN-ENGLISH SCHOOL 
 
     This school was a rented room located on the corner of 4th and Francis Streets. It existed for  
     only one year from 1873 to 1874, when it was turned into the Francis Street Primary School. 
 
 
 
 
FRANCIS STREET PRIMARY 
 
     This was the new name for the Francis Street German-English School. It was still in a rented  
     room in the Fall of 1874, but did not exist long enough to see the New Year. 
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FRANKLIN SCHOOL 
 

 
 
     The old Third Ward School, a new name for the original Second Ward School, became the  
     Franklin School in 1867 and lasted under that name until 1896. The structure was located on  
     the east side of 12th Street between Francis and Jules. When it was closed, the building was  
     demolished and the new Robidoux School replaced it at the new location of 10th and Felix  
     Streets. In 1871, Superintendent Neely wrote, “this school is occupied by the more advanced  
     grades of primary scholars. The building is made of brick, two stories high. It was one of the  
     first public school houses built in St. Joseph, and is neither ornamental in appearance nor  
     conveniently arranged for school purposes. It contains two school rooms, one on each floor,  
     and a small hall in front for the stairs. The size of each room is 32 by 23 feet. The building is  
     in good repair and is comfortably and handsomely furnished. Scholars of the sixth, fifth and  
     fourth grades only are admitted into this school. During the year 1870-1871, there were  
     enrolled one hundred and seventy-eight pupils.” 
 
 
 
FREDERICK AVENUE COLORED SCHOOL 
 

 
 
     The school existed from 1885 to 1891 on rental property located on the northeast corner of 
     Frederick Avenue and 13th Street. The District purchased the property in 1891, but did not 
     use it until 1907 when it converted it into the District Carpenter Shop. 
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GARFIELD SCHOOL 
 

 
 
     Garfield School was named after our 20th President, James A. Garfield and operated from  
     1882 to 1930. The school was located on the northeast corner of 19th and Francis Streets.  
     In 1884, a branch was built on the north side of Francis Street between 16th and 17th Streets. 
     The annex was physically moved to the Garfield grounds in 1887 where the name was  
     changed to the Garfield Annex (Foley, 1976). Further additions were made in 1902 and 1916 
     (Strayer, 1922). The Strayer Report of 1922 recommended closing the school and combining  
     the enrollment of Garfield and Jackson schools into a modern school with adequate facilities.  
     The District closed both schools in 1930 and moved students to the new Thomas A. Edison  
     School at 22nd and Clay Street.   
 
 
GERMAN-ENGLISH SCHOOL 
 

 
 
     Built in 1869 by the St. Joseph Deutsch Scul Verein (German School Society), it was sold  
     to the District in 1871 (Foley, 1976). Originally this school received students who wished  
     to study both English and German. When it was sold to the District, a condition was written  
     into the sale that German would continue to be taught. As the number of students increased, 
     a brick annex was added in 1887. In 1918, the school was renamed the Longfellow School. 
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GRANT SCHOOL 
 

 
 
     This school, named after the 18th President of the United State, was built in 1894, at a cost 
     of $7,500 (Superintendent’s Report, 1907). It was located on North Eleventh Street and  
     Pendleton Avenue. The school was short lived in that it was closed in 1907. However, it was 
     briefly used during the 1917-18 school year and contained 37 students. School board minutes  
     indicate, but do not specifically state that the Grant School was perhaps used as an overflow  
     for Washington School.   
 
 
 
GREEN VALLEY SCHOOL 
 

 
 

     The school was opened in 1916 on Blackwell Road north of the city. There were 38 students  
     in the building that fall (Strayer, 1922). The first school was a two-room frame building. The 
     population in this area grew so fast the two-room structure was replaced by a six-room school 
     and auditorium. Several rooms have been added since and instead of Green Valley School it    
     is Pershing Elementary, named in honor of General John J. Pershing.   
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HALL SCHOOL 
 

 
 
     Named in honor of Judge Willard P. Hall, Jr., this building was erected on the land donated 
     by him. Judge Hall was a member of the first graduating class of St. Joseph High School in  
     1868. He was the son of Willard Preble Hall who served as the 17th Governor of Missouri  
     from 1864 to 1865. The building was erected in 1887 on the northeast corner of 25th and  
     Duncan Streets at a cost to the District of $5,450. In the early 1900’s, it became obvious that  
     the structure was too small. In 1908, students entered a new brick structure located on the  
     same corner. The District purchased land around Hall School which allowed the building to  
     expand several times. Hall School was closed by the District in 2014.  
 
 
 
HAWTHORNE ELEMENTARY  

 

 
 
     Hawthorne Elementary School was built in 1966 and was named for the famous American  
     writer, Nathaniel Hawthorne. In 1996, it was renamed Coleman Elementary School  
     in honor of long time District Assistant Superintendent, Mr. G. Max Coleman.  
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HILLYARD VOCATIONAL TECHNICAL SCHOOL  

 

 
 
     The school began its daytime vocational classes in 1941 with an auto mechanics class taught  
     in the former Central Police Station at 701 Messanie Street. William P. Green, the school’s  
     first director, was responsible for much of its development. At the start of World War II, he  
     was in charge of evening courses conducted for the National Defense Agency at the former  
     Hillyard Chemical Co. building at 800 S. 9th Street. In 1943, the government closed out the     
     school and donated the vocational equipment to the District. The Hillyard Company then  
     donated the building which became the school’s first permanent facility. In 1964, the District      
     purchased the former Whitaker Cable Co. factory at 1000 S. 9th Street. It was remodeled at a  
     cost of $137,000 and classes started in the new facility in 1966. Hillyard outgrew the facility  
     and moved to their current facility in 1982. Today, the structure at 1000 S. 9th Street is the  
     location for the School District’s Maintenance Department.  
 
 
 
HILLYARD TECHNICAL CENTER  

 

 
 
     In 1982, Hillyard moved to its present location at 3434 Faraon Street. In 1999, the board of  
     education voted to change the name of the school to Hillyard Technical Center. In February  
     2017, the Advanced Science Research Center opened. The two-story, 10,000-square-foot  
     addition includes science laboratory space, two classrooms and a commons and lounge space  
     on both levels, along with a new secure entry and reception office. The expansion provides  
     research space for students in agricultural science programs and creates opportunities for  
     students from all three of the district’s high schools, and gifted students. 
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HOME FOR LITTLE WANDERERS SCHOOL 

 

 
 
     This is an orphanage located on Noyes Boulevard and Union Streets. The orphanage itself 
     was established by C.W. Noyes. In 1897, with approximately 40 children in the home, the  
     District furnished a teacher and supplies. This lasted until 1929 when the students were  
     transferred to other area schools.   
 
 
 
HORACE MANN SCHOOL  

 

 
 
     Horace Mann was built on the site of where Bartlett High School was located until it closed 
     in 1954. Horace Mann opened as a desegregated elementary school in 1954 and became a  
     middle school in 1971. Due to declining enrollment it closed in 1979 and was given to the  
     city as a recreation center. It is known today as the Bartlett Center.  
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HOSEA SCHOOL I  

 

 
 
     The original structure was built in 1901 on the corner of Hyde Park and Park. Park was later 
     changed to Gordon Avenue. Hosea School was named in honor of Isaac T. Hosea, a member 
     of the board of education for two terms. A very popular man, Mr. Hosea was serving his  
     second term on the board when he died on August 21, 1901. This brick structure contained 
     four rooms. The land was purchased for $1,000 and the structure was built for $12,700. By 
     1908, four more rooms had been added.  
 
 
 
HOSEA ELEMENTARY II  

 
 
     In 1954, a large acreage was purchased just south of the intersection of Valley and Gordon  
     Streets and Hosea Elementary was built. Pickett School was destroyed by fire just one month  
     after the new Hosea was occupied and the old Hosea was used by the Pickett children until  
     their school was rebuilt. An annex was added to the southwest corner of Hosea in 1961.  
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HUMBOLDT SCHOOL 
 

 
 
     From 1860-1865, it was called Third Ward School. From 1866-1880, it was called the   
     Madison School. In 1880, it became St. Joseph’s First Colored School and kept that name  
     until 1887 when students were moved to Lincoln School (Foley, 1976). In 1887, the District  
     closed the German-English School at 2nd and Isadore Streets and move the students to  
     the now vacant building. They decided to rename it in honor of Alexander von Humboldt  
     (1769-1859), a noted German naturalist, traveler, and statesman. In 1901, the structure was 
     razed and a new brick structure was built. In 1907, the school was enlarged to accommodate 
     students from the Steinacker School which was abandoned in 1907 (Foley, 1976). Humboldt  
     was closed in 2018 and students were relocated to elementary schools on the North Side.  
 
 
 
HUNDLEY CHAPEL SCHOOL 
 

 
 
     From 1890-1894, the District rented the basement of this church at 19th and Union Streets.  
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HYDE ELEMENTARY 
 

 
 
     In 1850, Anliff C. Hyde donated a plot of land where a small one-room school was later built.  
     In 1860, a new four-room structure was built nearby. In 1870, a new large frame structure was  
     built adjacent and to the east of the 1860 Hyde School and was used until it was destroyed by     
     fire in 1893. In 1894, a new school was built on the same ground and was known as King Hill  
     School. In 1901, a new four-room brick school was built at 6th and Harmon. In 1908, an  
     addition was added and King Hill students moved there. In 1930, land was purchased south  
     of the old school on Thompson Street. Hyde Elementary was made of brick and had eight  
     rooms, a cafeteria, and a gym. By 1952, two classrooms, one on each floor, were added on  
     the northwest. In 1968, a ten-classroom annex with cafeteria was built on the northeast. 
  
 
 
JACKSON SCHOOL 
 

 
 
     In 1894, this large structure was built on the east side of 24th Street between Union and Clay. 
     Named in honor of President Andrew Jackson, the building cost $6,550. The Strayer Report 
     of 1922 recommended closing both Jackson and Garfield Schools in favor of more modern 
     and educationally appropriate facility. In 1930, the District closed Jackson and Garfield and 
     students relocated to Thomas A. Edison School.  
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KEATLEY CENTER 
 

 
 
     The Keatley Center was purchased by the District in 1998 from the Wyatt Park Baptist  
     Church when they closed their church at 28th and Mitchell Street. The Keatley Center serves    
     as Truman Middle School’s gym and also houses the Parents as Teachers offices.  
    
 
 
KING HILL SCHOOL 
 

 
 
     When Hyde School number three burned in 1893, the new building was called King Hill 
     School. It was located on the same land as the one that burned on 4th and Hyde Park. It  
     was only big enough to house grades one through four until it emerged with a new Hyde 
     building at 6th and Harmon.   
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KRUG SCHOOL 
 

 
 
     Henry Krug, Sr. was a wealthy land owner whose properties were located in the north end    
     of the city. In 1849 he came to America from Germany. In 1868, he and his brother moved to  
     St. Joseph where he founded the Henry Krug Packing Co. By 1887 he had become quite a  
     successful banker. He and his family donated a total of 160 acres to the city for a park (L.C.  
     Kimberlin, 1984). When the school was built in 1902, it was named in honor of this man.   
 
     The School was built in 1902 at a cost of $17,000 (Superintendent’s Report, 1907). It was  
     located on St. Joseph Avenue on the east side of the street adjacent to the Boulevard. A  
     swimming pool is located there today. According to the Strayer Report of 1922, 
 

  This school has the largest acreage of any elementary school in the city. A ditch, however, cuts   
  the acreage, and lies so low that it is practically unusable for play purposes. The future school  
  building should include the erection of a new building in the vicinity of Savannah and Amazonia  
  Roads. The current Krug building and the Maxwell building should be eliminated.    
 
     Krug School was established, but did not become part of the District until 1936 when it was  
     used as a school for students with intellectual disabilities. The long time principal was  
     Myrtle Miller and the school was vacated in 1956. A new school was established for this  
     purpose and the school was named for her. 
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LAFAYETTE HIGH SCHOOL 
 

 
 
     Lafayette High School has served the St. Joseph community since 1917. Over the years, the  
     school has adjusted to changes in population and culture of the community. Lafayette has  
     provided an increasing variety of academic and extra-curricular opportunities for the students.  
     In 1917, North High School was built on a block of property surrounded by Highland,  
     Dolman, Washington and Fourth Streets. The official address is 412 E. Highland Avenue.  
 
     In September 1917, seventeen teachers, under the direction of Principal Vincent A. Davis,  
     served students in grades 1 through 10. Mr. Davis' salary was $1,800 for ten months. Extra- 
     curricular activities included basketball and football. The students chose green and gray for     
     their colors. In December 1917, the board of education changed the name North High School   
     to Lafayette High School, honoring the Marquis de Lafayette. In 1919, a winning football  
     team, under the direction of D.H. Murphy, became known as "The Fighting Irish", and the  
     school emblem became the shamrock. The Booster Club was organized this year. In 1920,  
     the first school newspaper, Hi-Life, later called The Light was published. A boys' vocational  
     program and girls' domestic science program were soon added.  
 
     The following years brought many significant changes. In 1940, building an extension on  
     the west side provided a library, ROTC facilities and new classrooms. new gym In 1961, a  
     gymnasium, cafeteria and more classrooms were added. In 1969, another physical change  
     provided a four story annex on the east side, offering more classrooms and resource centers.  
     During the 1990-91 school year, the building was extended again with the completion of a  
     two-story addition on the south side of the building. This addition provided a very modern  
     learning resource center with the latest in technology. It also provided courses for students  
     in grades nine through twelve. During the 2001-03 school years, the building was extended  
     once again. A two story addition on the south side of the media center and to the east of the  
     cafeteria provided a new practice gym on the top floor and below the gym, a new modern  
     band room, storage areas and a new girls locker room. The LHS track was resurfaced and at  
     the same time, two rooms on the west end of the building were remodeled to give Lafayette  
     two state of the art science laboratories. The building was further enhanced when the original  
     office, the vice principals offices and one classroom were remodeled to contain the East  
     Office, for the Vice Principals, a conference room, and the West Office for the Principal  
     and Activities Coordinator.  
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LAKE CONTRARY ELEMENTARY 
 

 
 
     Opened in 1961 as part of the Buchanan County School District, Lake Contrary Elementary     
     joined the St. Joseph School District the fall of 1965. Located on a large plot of land, Lake  
     Contrary took in students from Hyde, Kirchner, Lake Station, Shepherd, and Weis Schools.  
     Note that the Hyde school (not pictured below), was not the school near Hyde Park, rather it  
     located near the Muskrat Slough area. Kirschner was located two blocks east and two blocks     
     north of Lake Contrary Elementary. Shepherd was two miles west of the Lake Contrary  
     Amusement Park. Weis was located between the beach area between Lake Contrary and the  
     Missouri River. The location of Weis today is the middle of the river. Lake Contrary closed  
     in 2018 and students were relocated to Hosea, Hyde, and Spring Garden Middle School. 
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LINCOLN SCHOOL 
 
     This building was located on the southeast corner of  
     St. Joseph Avenue and Pendleton Streets. It was built  
     in 1887 to consolidate all the colored schools in the  
     North End. It was named after President Abraham  
     Lincoln, “The Great Emancipator.” On July 25, 1894,  
     it was destroyed by fire, but was rebuilt the same year  
     (Foley, 1976). The school was abandoned in 1954 due  
     to desegregation. In fact, the District claims the honor  
     of being the first District to totally desegregate  
     following the Brown v. Board of Education decision  
     in 1954. The V.F.W. hall stands on this ground today.   
 
 
 
 
 
LINDBERGH ELEMENTARY 
 

 
 
     Lindbergh Elementary is named in honor of the famed aviator, Charles A. Lindbergh. It was 
     first occupied in the fall of 1931 and is still in use today. The school is located on the west 
     side of St. Joseph Avenue, running the full block from Monroe to Concord Streets. 
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LONGFELLOW SCHOOL 
 

 
 
     In 1918, reaction to World War I caused the teaching of German to be dropped and the name 
     was changed to the Longfellow School. It was operated under that name as an elementary  
     school until the spring of 1936. At this time, it was used as a school for crippled children  
     (News-Press, 1940). For four years it sat as a storage building for the District until the  
     spring of 1940 when it was razed. After that, the annex remained and was used as the ROTC 
     headquarters. This was later razed and has been a parking lot for the district ever since. The  
     steps and the front retaining wall still exist. The students transferred to Robidoux and Young 
     when it was closed.   
 
 
 
 
MADISON SCHOOL 
 

 
 
     From 1867-1880, this was one of the names used for the Humboldt School. It was named in 
     honor of President James Madison. It was the original Third Ward School and after 1880  
     was known as the First Colored School. It was located at Second and Cherry Streets. 
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MARK TWAIN SCHOOL 
 

 
 
     Named in honor of the famed American writer, Mark Twain Elementary was built in 1954. 
     When the Musser School closed in 1954, Mark Twain opened and welcomed students from 
     the same attendance area. The school is located on a large acreage at 31st and South Noyes 
     Boulevard on the east end of Parkway Avenue. 
 
 
 
 
MARY U. NEIPP SCHOOL FOR CRIPPLED CHILDREN 
 
     This school was located at 2nd and Cherry  
     Streets in the Humboldt building. When it  
     closed in 1945, the student were sent to the  
     Hosea School. It was opened in 1927 with  
     Ms. Agnes Patterson teaching all eight  
     grades in the school during its entire 18  
     year existence. It was later moved to the  
     Myrtle Miller School.  
 
 
 
 
 
MAXWELL SCHOOL 
 
     The Maxwell School was located in “Maxwell  
     Heights” near the Old Amazonia Road.  
     It was annexed into the District in 1908 and  
     remained in use until 1931 when students  
     transferred to Lindbergh Elementary. 
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MCKINLEY SCHOOL 
 

 
 
     This school was named in honor of our 25th President, William McKinley. The original  
     structure was located on the north end of where Pryor Avenue and Colorado intersect,  
     between King Hill and Lake Avenues and was built in 1892. The District took over operation  
     of the school in 1901. By 1907, it was obvious that a new structure was needed and in the fall  
     of that year, students moved to the new building located on the northeast corner of Barbara  
     and Kansas. This is three blocks east and two blocks north of the old school. The new location  
     was on the crest of a hill and the Strayer Report of 1922 listed it as one of the best schools in  
     the city. The only fault they found was that extensive grading needed to be done to the north  
     to create a playground. This was finally done in the early 1960’s. In fact, the entire top of the  
     hill was literally flattened. McKinley remained an integral part of the District until 1976 when  
     old age forced the District to close it. The students were divided between the other three  
     Southside schools, Hosea, Hyde and Lake Contrary. The building was razed, but the gym  
     remained for the city to establish a youth center.    

 
 
 

MITCHELL AVENUE PRIMARY 
 

 
 

     This was another of the one year, rented buildings used by the District in the late 1800’s.  
     It was located on the northeast corner of 14th and Mitchell Avenue. It was only used from  
     1876-1877. An interesting note is that the school for two year prior was known as South 
     St. Joseph Primary. In the 1870’s with was considered the south end of the city.    
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MUSSER SCHOOL 
 
     The Musser School was built in 1895 and was  
     named after Robert S. Musser, a member of  
     the board of education from 1880-1883. The  
     structure was located on the southeast corner 
     of 24th and Olive Streets. According to the  
     Strayer Report of 1922, “It is an old school  
     with wooden stairways, poorly arranged  
     corridors, inadequate toilet facilities and limited  
     playground. St. Joseph will not be content to use  
     this building over an extended period, but  
     will continue to do so until the second phase of  
     the building program is made possible.”   
 
     The building was remodeled and modernized and used until 1954 because it was a sound 
     structure. The phases referred to involved first, building several new schools and second, 
     remodeling several old ones or replacing them. Once closed, students from the Musser  
     School were relocated to Mark Twain Elementary.  
 
 
 
 
MYRTLE MILLER SCHOOL 

 

 
 

     When the old Krug School was abandoned, the District built a new school behind Mark  
     Twain Elementary at 33rd and Olive Streets. Myrtle Miller had served as the principal at  
     Krug for many years and the school board decided to name the new school after her. Ms.  
     Miller then served as the principal of the school that carried her name for nine more years.    
     This school served students with disabilities from all over the city. In 1973, the District  
     decided that research supported greater inclusion and mainstreaming of students with  
     disabilities. The school was then used as part of the new District middle school plan and 
     the name was changed to Harry S. Truman Middle School.    
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NEELY SCHOOL 
 

 
 

     As the city expanded to the south, a permanent school was needed in the area of 12th and  
     Pacific. The District had used its rented room plan, but the area was growing so fast in  
     1871, they dedicated the school at 12th and Scott Streets, a few blocks north of Pacific.  
     The building was named in honor of Edward B. Neely, the Superintendent of Schools at  
     the time. It lasted until 1908 when age and space caused it to be razed and a new school  
     was built on the same ground (Foley, 1976). Neely Elementary was closed in 2009.  
 
 
 
NORTH MARKET PRIMARY 
 
     On Main Street, in an area now occupied by  
     approach ramps to Interstate 229, was a block  
     known as Market Square. It was the center of  
     the city for it was in this area that the buying,          
     selling and trading of goods took place for the  
     entire city. The building was a large two-story 
     type of warehouse. In 1866, the District rented  
     the north half of this building for use as a school. 
     It was used for three years until 1869 when its  
     students were transferred to Madison. 
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NOYES SCHOOL 
 

 
 

     In 1900, it was obvious that the Saxton Heights School need to be replaced. The District  
     moved northeast to the corner of 26th and Delaware Streets. The school was named after  
     Charles W. Noyes, a shoe manufacturer who had just recently passed away. Mr. and Mrs.  
     Noyes had three children, all of whom had died in childhood. They decided that they would  
     spend most of their wealth on the less fortunate and built an orphanage that bears his name.  
     To honor him, the school, in the same relative area, was named after this man. In 1939, a new  
     structure was built on the same site, and served as a Junior High School for a few years. It  
     was soon changed back to an elementary school and additions were made in June of 1957 and  
     January of 1963. The school’s claim to fame is that Jane Wyman, the movie and TV star and  
     first wife of President Ronald Reagan, spent her grade school years in this building. Noyes  
     was closed by the District in 2014.   
 
 
 
OAK GROVE ELEMENTARY 
 

 
 
     Located at 4901 Cook Road, Oak Grove Elementary opened in August 2014 and serves  
     students in preschool through sixth grade. The school was named for a school of that same  
     name that once sat in the area of Bishop and Cook Roads. Oak Grove is the home of the  
     “Grizzlies” and the school colors are royal blue and silver. 
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OLIVE STREET SCHOOL 
 

 
 
     The District rented a building on the north side of Olive Street near 10th Street from 1891  
     to 1895. It was used to eliminate overcrowding at Everett School until it could be expanded. 
 
 
 
 
OWEN SCHOOL 
 

 
 
     This school was situated in the country south of the city. The city expanded and its location 
     is now known as the northwest corner of 28th and Pear Streets. It was built in 1896 and  
     inherited by the District in 1917. According to the Strayer Report of 1922, “This two-room 
     structure should be continued without change. Its site is approximately correct for future 
     building in this section when growth makes it necessary to think in terms of a modern plant 
     at this point. In short, it was a little two-room country school with four grades in each room.  
     It lasted until 1931 when it was closed and its students were sent to South Park.  
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PARKWAY ELEMENTARY 
 

 
 
     When the South Park School became too old to remodel, the District decided to build this  
     new structure in 1971. The name came from its location of 29th and Duncan Streets, adjacent  
     to Bartlett Park. It is built of masonry blocks covered with brick veneer. The total cost of  
     the Parkway School project was $890,286 for site development, construction, furniture,  
     equipment, and architect fees. This school was built so that every classroom would have  
     exterior door to provide direct access to the playground or for rapid evacuation if needed. It   
     was designed to allow for flexibility and for possible future growth with movable walls and  
     folding partitions between some of the rooms.  
 
 
 
 
PERSHING ELEMENTARY 
 

 
 

     Pershing Elementary was built in 1925 and is named in honor of General John J. Pershing,  
     the World War I Army General from Missouri who led the American Expeditionary forces.      
     Two additions were made in 1953 and again ten years later in 1963.  
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PETTEPIER’S SCHOOL 
 
     In 1902, a small one room frame school was built in Pettepier’s Addition at the southwest  
     corner of Diagonal (Lower Lake Road) and Pearle. It was taken over by the District in 1905  
     and abandoned in 1910.    
 
 
 
PICKETT ELEMENTARY 
 

 
 
     The original Pickett School was part of the county organization of schools. The school was  
     added to the District in 1965 when the country district dissolved. The original building was  
     located across the road, south of the present structure at 3923 Pickett Road. When it was a  
     county school it served grades 1-12. The original structure burned in 1954. The current  
     structure was enlarged in 1958 and at one time held 680 students. When the District saw  
     that it was to take over the school because the county organization was to be dissolved, it  
     planned ahead and built Skaith Elementary to the east in order to split the large enrollment.  
     The present building has 17 classrooms along with a gym, office, cafeteria, and library.  
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ROBIDOUX MIDDLE SCHOOL 
 

 
 
     With the adoption of the new middle school plan in 1968, it was necessary to establish new 
     plants. In the fall of 1971, this school was opened to serve the students of the North End  
     of town. During its first two years of existence, the school was located in the abandoned  
     Washington Building while awaiting the completion of the new structure. Robidoux Middle  
     School is located at 4242 St. Joseph Avenue at the northwest corner of St. Joseph Avenue 
     and Maxwell Road. From 1933 to 1971, no school carried the name of the city’s founder. The  
     name was aptly selected for this new school.  
 
 
 
 
ROBIDOUX SCHOOL 
 
     In 1896, the St. Joseph High School moved to  
     its new location and the building was changed  
     into the Robidoux Grammar School. It was  
     named after the founder of the city. The school  
     board occupied the second floor of the building  
     until 1901 when the District constructed the  
     Downtown Library Building. The structure was  
     located on the southeast corner of 10th and  
     Edmond Streets. In 1908, the building was razed 
     and a new structure was erected on the same spot  
     (Foley, 1976). Eleven years later it was converted  
     into a vocational high school. When it was closed  
     in 1927, it served as an annex to Central High  
     School and as a Junior High School until it was  
     converted into St. Joseph Junior College in 1933. 
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ROBIDOUX POLYTECHNIC HIGH SCHOOL 
 

 
 

     Robidoux Polytechnic High School was located at 10th and Edmond and provided vocational  
     education. The aim of this school was to give practical training in commerce and industry.  
     The school remained in operation from 1919-1933. It wasn’t until 1944 when Hillyard  
     emerged that a separate building was once again set aside for vocational training at the  
     high school level.  
 
 
 
ROOSEVELT JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL 
 

 
 
     When Central High School moved to its new location in 1933, its old building was converted  
     into Roosevelt Junior High School. It remained until 1941 when the structure was razed and  
     the students transferred to Bliss Junior High School. As an interesting note, the building was  
     the same minus the tower. It was removed once it became a junior high school.    
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SAXTON HEIGHTS SCHOOL 
 
     From 1889 until 1900, the District rented a  
     building on the northeast corner of 26th and  
     Frederick. In 1900, the elementary school was  
     abandoned and the students moved into the  
     new Noyes School at 26th and Delaware.  
 
 
 
 
 
SECOND COLORED SCHOOL 
 
     This school existed in a rented building on the  
     west side of 15th Street between Messanie and 
     Locust Streets. It was established in 1870 and  
     lasted until 1889. When the Bartlett School was 
     complete, all other rented schools were closed.   
 
 
 
 
 
SECOND STREET GERMAN-ENGLISH SCHOOL 
 
     Students from the 3rd Street German-English School were moved here in 1879. The school  
     was in a rented building located on the northwest corner of Second and Louis Streets until  
     1882. The land was purchased by the District and the Steinacker School was built in 1884.   
 
 
 
 
SECOND STREET SCHOOL 
 
     This school existed in a rented building located on  
     the corner of 2nd and Isadore Streets from 1879 to  
     1884. In 1882, the District purchased the building  
     and the land. When the Steinacker School was built  
     in 1884, the District moved its students there and  
     the 2nd Street German-English School moved into 
     this structure where it continued as a private school.         
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SECOND WARD SCHOOL 
 

 
 
     This was one of the three original schools operated by the District. It was opened on April 23,  
     1860, only to be closed over a year later on May 21, 1861, because of the Civil War. It was  
     re-opened in October of 1864. The school was located on the east side of 12th Street between  
     Francis and Jules Streets. The building itself was abandoned in 1896, but not until it was  
     renamed twice. In 1866, it was called the Third Ward School and in 1867 the name was  
     changed again to the Franklin School.  
 
 
 
SEVENTH STREET SCHOOL 
 

 
 
     Confusion abounds regarding this school. The reader should refer to the 6th Street School 
     with its many locations to get the full picture. In 1884, the 6th Street School was renamed 
     the 7th Street School. It was a rented building that was located on the west side of 6th Street 
     between Patee and Mary Streets. By 1885, the 7th Street School was moved from 6th Street 
     to 7th Street on the west side between Messanie and Locust Streets where the District rented 
     the Perry Building. The school was expanded in 1888 when a branch was opened up in  
     another rented building located on the south side of Messanie between 7th and 8th Streets  
     (Foley, 1976). Both the school and its branch were closed in 1889 and its students moved to  
     Everett.  
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SHERWOOD SCHOOL 
 

 
 
     In 1860, Willis Sherwood secured passage of the act incorporating the St. Joseph School  
     District. In 1904, a four room, two story, brick building was built at 29th and Edmond Street  
     and was named in his honor. Additions were made in 1916, 1935 and 1966. As student  
     enrollment shifted and the building became old, the District found it necessary to close the 
     school in 1982. Students were relocated to Mark Twain and Noyes Schools.   
 
 
 
 
SIXTH STREET PRIMARY 
 
     This school was established in 1869 in a rented room located on the west side of 6th Street  
     between Hickory and Walnut (Foley, 1976). In 1870, it was moved to the southeast corner of 
     6th and Monterey where Ms. Anna Maxwell served as principal (Polk, 1870). In 1871, the  
     school was moved to 6th Street between Maple and Hickory with Ms. M.W. Edwards as  
     principal (Polk, 1871). The school did not operate from 1872-1873. It re-opened in 1874 at  
     the 1871 location (Polk, 1871). In 1877, it was moved north on 6th Street between Patee and 
     Mary Streets (Foley, 1976). If all of these moves weren’t enough to confuse the students, they 
     changed the name in 1877 to the 7th Street School, but left it on 6th Street (Foley, 1976). The  
     reason for all of these moves is that every location was a rented building and no permanent  
     structure was ever established. 
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SKAITH ELEMENTARY 
 

 
 
     Skaith Elementary was built in 1965 in anticipation of the Pickett School joining the District.  
     Located at 4701 Schoolside Lane in the Deer Park Addition, it is named for Francis L. Skaith,  
     a well-known principal at Pickett in the mid 1900’s. The original building consisted of one  
     long hall with 14 rooms arranged on either side. In 1967, 10 classrooms, a gymnasium and  
     kitchen were added. In 1972, another 11 classrooms were added to the school.   
 
 
 
 
SOUTH PARK COLORED SCHOOL 
 

 
 
     Although no official park ever existed in this area, the name was used when referring to the  
     area around 18th and Commercial. The District rented a building at 17th and Commercial  
     Streets from 1890 to 1907 (Foley, 1976). The school was closed because of declining  
     enrollment.  
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SOUTH PARK SCHOOL 
 

 
 
     In 1888, the District bought the land and erected a permanent structure on this ground.  
     According to the 1922 Strayer Report,  
 
  Neither the site nor the building structure at this point is satisfactory to the degree that they may  
  be considered as part of an ultimate desirable elementary plant. For the present, this building  
  should continue to care for elementary school children to care for elementary school children. 
 By the removal of the seventh and eighth grades to a new junior high school, this school will be  
  relieved to such an extent as to eliminate all overcrowding for the present. The future South Park 
   School should be located in the vicinity of Walnut and 23rd Streets since the present site is too  
  near possible manufacturing and commercial development of the future. The many fire hazards in  
  this building should be cared for at the earliest possible moment.  
 
     The building was renovated and used until 1972. The closing of the building caused the  
     students to be transferred to the new Parkway School considerably east and north of this  
     location. It was the oldest building in the District when it was closed. 
 
 
 
SOUTH ST. JOSEPH COLORED SCHOOL 
 
     This school existed for only three years from 1901 to 1904 while the Douglass School was  
     being built. It was located on Beaver Street near King Hill.  
 
 
 
SOUTH ST. JOSEPH PRIMARY 
 
     This school existed for two years from 1874 until 1876. It was located on Mitchell Avenue  
     between 14th and 15th Streets in what was then the southern part of the city. The school was  
     in a rented building and in 1876 its name was changed to the Mitchell Avenue Primary. 
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SPRING GARDEN SCHOOL I 

 

 
 
     This school was originally a part of the Buchanan County School District and was located just  
     southeast of the city limits. The present South Park Christian Academy now occupies this  
     space. It was located on the northeast corner of South 22nd Street and South 11th Street. It  
     was an elementary school through grade 8.  
 
 
 
SPRING GARDEN SCHOOL II 

 

 
 
     When the District annexed the old Spring Garden district, it built a new school to the south  
     at 5802 S. 22nd Street in 1967. It was an elementary school and was changed to a middle  
     school in 1973.   
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ST. GEORGE’S SCHOOLS 
 
     This was the name for the McKinley School until it was incorporated into the District in 1901. 
     The building was located on the north side of Colorado Street where Pryor ends. The name  
     comes from the area that was annexed in 1899. 
 
 
 
 
ST. JOSEPH HIGH SCHOOL 
 

 
 
     In March 1861, the District found it was necessary to open a high school. They rented E.B.  
     Neely’s Academy at 111 North 10th Street with Mr. Neely serving as Principal. In June 1861,  
     it was closed because of the Civil War and re-opened in October of 1864. 
 
     In 1864, Mr. Neely became the Superintendent of Schools, and in 1866 built a new structure  
     on the southeast corner of 10th and Edmond Streets. John S. Crosby became the principal 
     succeeding Mr. Neely who had served a dual role for two years.  
 
     In 1896, the school was moved to Carpenter’s Hill on Olive between 13th and 14th Streets.  
     The old structure became the Robidoux. When Benton High School was established in 1907, 
     the name was changed to Central High School (Foley, 1976). 
 
     In 1915, twenty-three students occupied an area of the school and became the first class of the  
     new St. Joseph Junior College. As it grew, more space was needed both for the High School  
     and the Junior College. The new Everett School, directly behind it was used from 1928 until  
     1933 and the Junior College was moved there.  
 
     In 1933, when the new structure for Central was built at 26th and Edmond, the High School  
     became Roosevelt Junior High, the Robidoux School was closed, the Junior College moved  
     into that building and Everett was once again an elementary school.  
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ST. JOSEPH JUNIOR COLLEGE  
 

 
 
     The old Robidoux Polytechnic High School was dissolved in 1933. It was obvious that there 
     was sufficient need in St. Joseph for a two-year college. The structure at 10th and Edmond 
     was then changed for this purpose. The college was actually opened in 1915. It existed in the  
     Everett and Central Buildings until 1933.  

 

 
 
     In 1933, it was moved to 10th and Edmond. Basic courses in math, science, social studies and  
     English were offered with a few selected electives to satisfy these first two years of college.  
     In 1965, voters affirmed the desire for establishing a four-year college and becoming part of     
     the Missouri College System. Missouri Western State College was born and remained in the  
     building for two years while their new campus was being constructed. From 1933 to 1965, the  
     college was under the jurisdiction of the St. Joseph School District.  
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STEINACKER SCHOOL 
 
     When the 2nd Street German-English School  
     moved, the District bought the land on the  
     southwest corner of 2nd and Louis Streets.  
     It was built in 1884 and named after Joseph  
     Steinacker, a member of the board of education  
     from 1865 to 1869 (Foley, 1976). The school  
     was abandoned in 1907 and its pupils moved  
     to Humboldt.   
 
 
 
 
TENTH STREET PRIMARY 
 
     When Mr. E.B. Neely’s Academy was turned  
     into the High School in 1861, it was obvious  
     that a new structure was needed. This was built 
     one block south and the High School moved  
     there in 1866. That fall, the District used his  
     Academy as a Primary School until 1889. This 
     Structure was located at 111 North 10th Street. 
 
 
 
 
 
THIRD COLORED SCHOOL 
 
     As the name implies, this was the third school  
     established for the black population of the city. 
     It was located on the east side of 2nd Street, 
     between Isadore and Antoine Streets. It was a  
     rented building during its brief existence from  
     1871-1873. In 1873, it became the Primary  
     Department of the First colored school.  
 
 
 
THIRD STREET GERMAN-ENGLISH SCHOOL 
 
     When the Washington School closed its branch at 3rd and Robidoux Streets, this school was  
     opened. It was a rented building from 1873 to 1879. Then it was moved to 2nd and Isadore  
     Streets to become the 2nd Street German-English School. 
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THIRD STREET PRIMARY 
 
     When the Washington School was moved to its permanent site, the rented building that had  
     housed it became the 3rd Street Primary. It lasted from 1869 to 1873 at 3rd and Isadore  
     Streets. When it was closed it became the 3rd Street German-English School until 1879. 
 
 
 
 
THIRD WARD SCHOOL 
 
     This was one of the first three schools in the  
     St. Joseph School District. Like the others (First  
     Ward and Second Ward Schools) it was opened  
     on April 23, 1860 only to close on May 21, 1861,  
     because of the Civil War. It was also re-opened  
     in October 1864.  
 
 
 
 
 
TRUMAN MIDDLE SCHOOL 
 

 
 
     The middle school concept arrived in the District in the early 1970’s. In 1973, the school  
     formerly known as the Myrtle Miller School closed and was re-opened as Truman Middle  
     School, named after President Harry S. Truman.  
 
 
 
WALKERS ADDITION SCHOOL 
 
     The District rented a building in 1888 at the northeast corner of 5th Avenue and Savannah  
     Road. In 1891, the District purchased the land and build a permanent structure. In 1894, the  
     name was changed to the Ernst School.   
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WASHINGTON SCHOOL 
 
     In 1908, the District built a brick structure named  
     after our first President. The school was located at  
     3rd and Isadore Streets. When enrollment declined  
     in this area, the building was closed. In 1972, its  
     students were divided between Webster and  
     Humboldt. The school was used for two more  
     years as the Robidoux Middle School while their  
     new building was under construction. It was  
     finally abandoned in January of 1974 (Foley, 1976).  
 
 
 
 
WEBSTER SCHOOL I 

 
     Webster School was built in 1869 and was named  
     for Daniel Webster. The original building was built  
     at the corner of 17th and Highly Streets. It was two  
     stories with a French style roof. It was extensively  
     remodeled in 1901. Many problems in construction  
     were encountered in an effort to retain the French  
     style of architecture (Strayer, 1922).  
 
 
 
 
 
WEBSTER SCHOOL II 

 
     By the end of the 1920’s, the District saw the  
     need for an entirely new building. This building  
     was built in front of the old structure and dedicated  
     in September 1931. An addition was added in  
     1948. The original structure cost $172,000 and  
     the addition cost $19,000. 
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WHITTIER SCHOOL 
 
     This school was built on the northeast corner of 26th  
     and Gene Field Road. It was opened in 1917 and in  
     1933 its name was changed to Eugene Field School.  
     While the school was under construction, classes were  
     held in a house at 2001 N. 22nd Street. It was a two- 
     room structure that was added on to several times  
     before its name was changed.  
 
 
 
WYATT SCHOOL 
 
     The Wyatt School was named in honor of Judge J.J.  
     Wyatt, an early member of the board of education.  
     The structure was located at 11th and Henry Streets.  
     The Strayer Report of 1922 recommended school  
     closure due to inadequate facilities and poor site  
     location. The school was closed in 1930, the building 
     abandoned and the land sold by the District.  
 
 
 
WYATT PARK SCHOOL 
 
     In 1888, the District rented a building on the southwest corner of 30th and Olive Streets. In  
     1894, the land was purchased and a permanent structure was erected. The name was changed   
     at this time to the Bliss School.   
 
  
 
YOUNG SCHOOL 
 
     This large and imposing structure stood on the corner  
     of 9th and Mary Streets. It was built in 1889 and named  
     for Waller Young, member of the board of education  
     in 1884 and its president from 1885 to 1891. It was the  
     first school to have a room set aside for a library and  
     Mr. Young himself donated the books. The school was  
     closed and razed in 1993. Its students were sent to  
     Everett and Neely Schools. 
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