STATE OF CONNECTICUT - COUNTY OF TOLLAND
INCORPORATED 1786

TOWN OF ELLINGTON

55 MAIN STREET - PO BOX 187
ELLINGTON, CONNECTICUT 06029-0187
www.ellington-ct.gov
Tel. 860-870-3120 Town Planner’s Office Fax. 860-870-3122

¥4 TOWN OF
¥ ELLINGTON
e | CONNECTICUT

CONSERVATION COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING AGENDA
TUESDAY, AUGUST 9, 2022, 7:00 PM

IN-PERSON ATTENDANCE: TOWN HALL ANNEX, 57 MAIN STREET, ELLINGTON, CT
REMOTE ATTENDANCE: VIA ZOOM MEETING, INSTRUCTIONS PROVIDED BELOW

I. CALL TO ORDER:
II. PUBLIC COMMENTS (On Non-Agenda Items):
lll. ACTIVE BUSINESS:

1. Review of conservation sections from the 2022 Sustainable CT Action Overview
Worksheet

2. Plan of Conservation & Development, Chapter 4 - Conservation Strategies, Natural
Resource Preservation:

3. Report - Working Farmland Preservation Program:
4. Report - Open Space Preservation Program:
IV. ADMINISTRATIVE BUSINESS:

1. FY 21-22 Conservation Advocacy Contributions and FY 22-23 Budget & Expenditure
Update.

2. Approval of the June 14, 2022 regular meeting minutes.

3. Correspondence:
a. Ad Hoc Ellington Trails Committee — Monthly agenda/minutes.

b. Connecticut Farmland Trust - June Update at a Glance

V. ADJOURNMENT:
Next regular meeting to be held on September 13, 2022.

Instructions to attend remotely via Zoom Meeting listed below. The agenda is posted on the Town’s
webpage (www.ellington-ct.gov) under Agenda & Minutes, Conservation Commission.

Join Zoom Meeting via link: Join Zoom Meeting by phone:
Link: https://usO6web.zoom.us/j/87981515152 1-646-558-8656 US (New York)
Meeting ID: 879 8151 5152 Meeting ID: 879 8151 5152
Passcode: 986993 Passcode: 986993

COMMISSIONERS: TO ASSIST IN ESTABLISHING QUORUMS REQUIRED TO CONDUCT MEETINGS, PLEASE CONTACT
THE PLANNING DEPARTMENT IF YOU ARE UNABLE TO ATTEND A SCHEDULED MEETING.


https://us06web.zoom.us/j/87981515152
http://www.ellington-ct.gov/
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FY 21-22 ENCUMBRANCE LIST

DEPT

AMOUNT

VENDOR

PROJECT

Conservation Commission

400.00

Ellington Printery
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STATE OF CONNECTICUT ~ COUNTY OF TOLLAND
INCORPORATED 1736

TOWN OF ELLINGTON

55 MAIN STREET - PO BOX 187
ELLINGTON, CONNECTICUT 06029-0187
www.ellington-ct.gov

Tel. 860-870-3120 Town Planner’s Office Fax. 860-870-3122

CONSERVATION COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
TUESDAY, JUNE 14, 2022, 7:00 PM

IN PERSON ATTENDANCE: TOWN HALL ANNEX, 57 MAIN STREET, ELLINGTON, CT
REMOTE ATTENDANCE: ZOOM MEETING
(ATTENDEES BELOW WERE IN PERSON UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED)

PRESENT: In Person: Alternate Ann Harford; Remote Attendance: Chairman Rebecca
Quarno, Regular Members George Nickerson, James Gage, Robert Zielfelder
and Laurie Burstein (arrived at 7:15)

ABSENT: Vice Chairman David Bidwell, Regular Member Sean Dwyer, and Alternate
Jessica Fay

STAFF: Lisa Houlihan, Town Planner (In Person) and Nathaniel Trask, Recording
Clerk (Remote)

OTHERS

PRESENT: Valerie Amsel, Ad Hoc Ellington Trails Committee Liaison (In Person)

. CALL TO ORDER: Chairman Rebecca Quarno called the Conservation Commission
mesting to order at 7:05 PM.

II. PUBLIC COMMENTS (On Non-Agenda ltems): None

Ms. Houlihan said she attended the Board of Selectmen’s Recognition Program for Elected
and Appointed Officials Meeting. The Board wanted to thank Chairman Quarno for her 15
years of service on the Conservation Commission as well as Ms. Amsel for her five years of
service serving on the Ad Hoc Ellington Trails Committee. ‘

ill. ACTIVE BUSINESS:

1. Plan of Conservation & Development, Chapter 4 - Conservation Strategies, Natural
Resource Preservation:

Eight letters were mailed on June 13, 2022, to property owners on Green Road. Some
property owners own multiple parcels on Green Road. The letter states that Ms. Houlihan
is writing to them on behalf of the Conservation Commission, the town’s lead advocacy
group for open-space and farmland preservation and that their property is located within
the western farm belt. The letter also states that this is an area of significant open-space
preservation interest and that there are programs in place to compensate landowners for
land purchase or sale of development rights. The letter directs the landowners to contact
Ms. Houlihan on behalf of the Conservation Commission if they are interested in
preserving their land.

2022_06-14 Conservation Commission Minutes
Page 1 of 3




Ms. Houlihan said the letter was mailed later than originally planned, but Chairman Quarno
said there is no real urgency involved in this matter. Ms. Houlihan said there was
conversation at the Shared Services Commission meeting to establish a committee in the
town to begin the process of getting Ellington to be certified as a Sustainable Connecticut
town. She hopes the committee is established soon so Ellington can receive assistance
from fellows working with the University of Connecticut through the Capitol Region Council
of Governments to have them come in and look at what the town has accomplished
already and seek their guidance.

Chairman Quarno asked what was driving the decision to establish a separate committee.
Ms. Houlihan said there was a presentation by leaders from the Sustainable Connecticut
program at the Shared Services Commission meeting.

2. Report - Working Farmland Preservation Program:

In January, Ms. Houlihan contacted the Connecticut Department of Agriculture about the
status of the closing for the second farm preservation program for Oakridge Dairy. She
sent a follow-up email two weeks ago but has not received a response yet. The property
has not yet been closed on. Once the property is closed on, Ms. Houlihan will send a letter
to other farmland owners in town. Chairman Quarno said she would like the letter to

include testimonials from others that preserved their land for what the program has done
for them.

Chairman Quarno asked Ms. Houlihan if anybody has reached out or visited the Planning
Department to ask questions or inquire about the Working Farmland Preservation
Program. She answered that it has generally been quiet.

3. Report - Open Space Preservation Program:

Ms. Houlihan said the Green Road properties qualify for the Open Space Program.
Commissioner Nickerson asked if there had been any contact with Scott Brady. Ms.
Houlihan explained recent outreach to him and said that the purchase price has not
decreased and that the matter is still status-quo.

IV. ADMINISTRATIVE BUSINESS:
1. FY 21-22 Budget & Expenditure Update

The budget for the Economic Development Commission was mistakenly sent to the
Conservation Commission members instead of their own budget ahead of this month’s
meeting, so a detailed budget document was not available to the members.

Ms. Houlihan indicated that there were no expenditures between last month and this
month for the commission.

2. Approval of the April 12, 2022 regular meeting minutes.

MOVED (HARFORD) SECONDED (ZIELFELDER) AND PASSED UNANIMOUSLY TO
APPROVE THE REGULAR MEETING MINUTES OF APRIL 12, 2022 AS WRITTEN.

2022_06-14 Conservation Commission Minutes
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3. Correspondence:
a. Ad Hoc Ellington Trails Committee — Monthly agenda/minutes.

Ms. Amsel, the Ad Hoc Ellington Trails Committee liaison, addressed the commission.
She said the committee has replaced one bridge, built an additional one and fixed a
third at the Stein open space property. There is one more bridge remaining.
Commissioner Bidwell and First Selectman Spielman have been helping at the
property. On Tuesday, June 7, 2022, 30 people came to the Hockanum River trails,
including 22 representatives from Key Bank and a few members of the community.
The people were divided into three groups who spread muich, picked up trash and
debris on the trails and worked on a bridge. Muich is also being spread at the Batz
Trails. Ms. Amsel noted that a local Boy Scout is working on the Crystal Ridge property
for their Eagle Scout project. The scout will be blazing a trail and building a bench on
the property.

Commissioner Harford said that she noticed that signs were installed at the Hockanum

River and Batz trails warning people to not eat the fish after discussions at last month’s
meeting.

Ms. Houlihan said Ken Radziwon, the town’s new Public Works Director, served on
the trails committee prior to town employment and is finishing updates to the trail maps.
Once the maps are finished, Ms. Houlihan will give the maps to the town’s GIS
consultant and have them linked to the trails layer on the town’s GIS map. This will
allow people to open the map and hover over trails and a PDF document will pop up
with a map of the trail that indicates amenities like parking, benches, bridges, and
emergency locator signs.

V. ADJOURNMENT:

MOVED (HARFORD) SECONDED (NICKERSON) AND PASSED UNANIMOUSLY TO
ADJOURN THE CONSERVATION COMMISSION MEETING AT 7:30 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Nathaniel Trask, Recording Clerk

2022_06-14 Conservation Commission Minutes
Page 3 of 3




STATE OF CONNECTICUT - COUNTY OF TOLLAND
INCORPORATED

TOWN OF ELLINGTON

Ad Hoc Ellington Trails Committee

55 MAIN STREET ~ PO BOX 187
ELLINGTON, CONNECTICUT 06029-0187

CHAIRMAN
LINDA ANDERSON ‘
5 VALERIE AMSEL
VICE CHAIRMAN PAM MCCORMICK, -
CYNTHIA VAN ZELM JUDI MANFRE
ANN MCLAUGHLIN
SECRETARY KEN RADZIWON .
DEANNA WAMBOLT-GULICK LARRISSA BURKE

Ad Hoc Ellington Trails Committee
Regular Meeting Minutes

June 1, 2022

Town Hall Annex

MEMBERS PRESENT: Linda Anderson, Ann McLaughlin, Valerie Amsel, Deanna Wambolt-Gulick,
Jude Manfre, Ken Radziwon, Pam McCormick

MEMBERS ABSENT: Cynthia van Zelm, Larrissa Burke
OTHERS PRESENT: Bruce Dinnie, Tom Palshaw
L Call to Order: Ms. Anderson called the meeting to order at 6:32 pm.

1. Citizens’ Forum: No citizens wished to be heard.

.  Approval of Minutes
A. May 4, 2022

Ms. McLaughlin noted the following correction needing to be made: the Committee has received a

donation of $500 from the Conservation Commission. This will go towards money the Committee hoped
to raise for the Town.

MOVED (MCLAUGHLIN), SECONDED (WAMBOLT-GULICK) AND PASSED UNANIMOUSLY
TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE MAY 4, 2022 REGULAR MEETING AS CORRECTED.

Iv. Old Business
A. Hockanum River Association Report

Mr. Palshaw shared an update. They are currently working on Windermere Trail, doing upkeep such as
mowing and tackling knotweed specifically. The signpost behind The Gold & Diamond Exchange has
been damaged. There are blockages in the river and trash to be picked up, but mowing is the priority.

There is a chip delivery expected for Friday; two loads of chips were asked for to use on the June 7th
Trail Clean Up Day. The Association will bring three wheelbarrows to help.

Ms. Anderson said that the Committee is hoping to have volunteers help with the mulching, and another
crew of volunteers to help with basic clean up tasks.

Mr. Palshaw said that members of the Association will be there doing mowing and cutting. They will also
be available to help direct the mulching. He added that there is bridge work to be done as well, and
suggested that, if possible, they can have volunteers help with the spur bridge on the 7th. Ms. McCormick
noted that the YMCA has shut down the bridge on their property by the trail, Ms. Amsel clarified the
scope of the work to be done, suggesting that they focus on creating a bridge extension and work on
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Swamp Bridge at Windermere. Mr. Palshaw agreed that it will depend on volunteers available. The
primary focus is the chips, and whatever is left undone, they will help with later.

The Committee and Mr. Palshaw clarified the organization of equipment required for the planned work.

B. New Maps Update
Ms. Anderson took the Committee through changes as follows:
On Batz, Ms. McCormick said to add the parking symbol.
At Kimball, add a bridge by K7, twin bridges, or clarify that there are two bridges. Move the parking

closer to the kiosk. A bridge is on the wrong side. At K5 move the bench symbol closer to the actual
location. Include an updated trail description which includes the extensions.

At Metcalf, no bridges or anything, just a stone foundation. Adjust peach trail and other colors on the trail
(the green section should be blue, small section is red). Mr. Radziwon added that there are no emergency
markers yet, because the trail is currently closed.

At Windermere, the suspension bridge should have its own:symbol.

At West Road & Balanced Boulder Trail, create these maps as they currently are. Mr. Radziwon clarified
the color of the trails, which are blue and orange.

At Franklin Street Trail, this hasn’t been included as it is not Town property, all private property.
The Planning and Zoning Commission will help with the maps.

C. Crystal Ridge Update
Eagle Scout McTighe is currently working on the paperwork required for the project and he will be
funding the project. He hopes to complete the project prior to graduating,

D. Stein Update

The Committee is officially good to go on this property. The parking area will need guardrails, which are
on back-order. The Town Engineer is looking into expanding the parking area to accommodate disc golf.

M. Dinnie asked for clarification on the official name of the trail; Ms. Amsel answered that it is
technically the Ellington Highlands Trail, which is what it will be known as moving forward.

E. Conservation Commission Report — Val Amsel: There was nothing to report.
F. Trail of Treats Update: There was nothing to report.
G. Ellington Beekeeper Update

Ms. Anderson relayed that they are concerned about the invasive species and the danger they post to
native bees.

H. June 7% Cleanup Event
This event will be focused on cleaning up the Windermere/Hockanum River Trail,

V.  New Business
A. Disc Golf
This still needs to go through a hearing of the Planning and Zoning Commission, This may be planned for
the Ellington Highlands property, but other properties may be pursued for purchase if that isn’t a good fit.
V1.  Subcommittee Reports
A. Treasurer

Ms. McLaughlin shared that there is about $2,200 left in the budget. Ms. Anderson stated that there will
be more bills for mulch purposes and the remaining funding is likely closer to $1,800, The Committee is
still looking into trail cams, emergency signs, and purchasing more wood for upcoming projects.
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Ms, Amsel added that there are other possible bridge and kiosk projects coming up; as well as the
possible opportunity to purchase Trex from Kelly Fradet at a reduced price. Ms. Anderson suggested that
the Committee budget for at least $1,000 in building supplies for upcoming projects.

B. Planning & Development
Ms. Anderson shared that trail development will continue as discussed, and the Committee will be
looking to begin the blazing of the Crystal Ridge Trail.

C. Maintenance

1. Stein

Ms. Amsel shared that a bridge at Ellington Highlands has been replaced using supplies that had been
previously purchased and stored at Public Works. Another bridge repair is planned for the near future. A
small neighborhood bridge was repaired. A 16-foot boardwalk bridge still needs to be done, and will
require more community help.

Ms. Amsel has a backpack blower and a irimmer that she is happy to use for maintenance of the trails.
2. Windermere

Nothing has been done yet; the Committee will build on what is accomplished at the June 7% event with
the support of volunteers.

3, Batz—Mulch

Ms. Anderson shared that she and others did some maintenance at Batz, which included spreading 50
bags of mulch, and trimming. More mulch, likely 30 bags, will also be added in the future. Ms. Amsel
mentioned the benefit of having signs on both sides of the trail.

D. Community Outreach
1. Trails Day
Ms. Anderson shared that engagement so far is small, but expects more with increased advertisement.

2. Printing

Ms. Anderson shared that the Committee needs weather-resistant tree signs, as well as a “no-mowing”
sign for the front field at Batz.

3. Bird Watching
Ms. Anderson shared that there will be a list of birds in the newsletter.

4. Drone Update — There was no update.
5. T-Shirts
Sizes for the new members are needed by the next meeting.

6. Calendar of Events
Ms. Anderson shared an update on upcoming events, including a flyer for Jane Seymour, Volunteers are
needed for the Farmers’ Market. There is a new addition of a fungi-foraging event, and hopefully Ms.
Anamani can do another bird walk in September.

VII. Adjournment

MOVED (MCCORMICK), SECONDED (MCLAUGHLIN) AND PASSED UNANIMOUSLY TO
ADJOURN THE TRAILS COMMITTEE MEETING AT 7:28 PM.

Prepared by Deanna Wambolt-Gulick, Secretary; submitted by. L)\JM ﬂ'\?“""_’”
Julia Cannor
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STATE OF CONNECTICUT - COUNTY OF TOLLAND
INCORPORATED

TOWN OF ELLINGTON

Ad Hoc Ellington Trails Committee

55 MAIN STREET - PO BOX 187
ELLINGTON, CONNECTICUT 06029-0187

CHAIRMAN
LINDA ANDERSON -
VALERIE AMSEL
VICE CHAIRMAN PAM MCCORMICK
CYNTHIA VAN ZELM JUDI MANFRE
ANN MCLAUGHLIN
SECRETARY KEN RADZIWON
DEANNA WAMBOLT-GULICK LARRISSA BURKE

Ad Hoc Ellington Trails Committee
Regular Meeting Minutes

July 6, 2022

Town Hall Annex

MEMBERS PRESENT: Linda Anderson, Cynthia van Zelm, Valerie Amsel, Deanna Wambolt-Gulick,
Pam McCormick

MEMBERS ABSENT: Ann McLaughlin, Ken Radziwon, Judi Manfre, Larrissa Burke

OTHERS PRESENT: Tom Palshaw
L Call to Order: Ms. Anderson called the meeting to order at 6:40 pm.

1. Citizens’ Forum: No citizens wished to be heard.

1.  Approval of Minutes
A. June 1, 2022

There was one correction of the spelling of a Committee member’s name.
MOVED (VAN ZELM), SECONDED (MCCORMICK) AND PASSED UNANIMOUSLY TO
APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE JUNE 1, 2022 REGULAR MEETING AS CORRECTED.

1V, Old Business

A. Hockanum River Association Report

Mr. Palshaw shared an update. They are heavily into mowing season and are doing well but things are
moving fast. DEEP recommends that trees be left in the river to help with fish and other life in the river.
A sign has been righted by The Gold & Diamond Exchange. Another sign by the cornfields needs to be
fixed. Officials in Vernon/Bolton want to add emergency signs to their portion of the trails.

Ms. Anderson suggested that the Committee do a story about it in a local paper to highlight the system.
M. Palshaw added that Emergency Services also likes the new maps.

B. New Maps Update

Ms. Anderson shared that the new maps are projected to be ready by September or October, which will
not be in time for inclusion in this year’s Annual Report.

C. Crystal Ridge Update

There has been no new update from the Eagle Scout interested in helping with the project; this will be
revisited in the fall.
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D. Ellington Highlands Update

Ms. Anderson shared an update. Disc golf is going forward through the normal approval channels, Ms.
Anderson shared that she will walk the trail with Dustin and Ken to see what their plan is.

Ms. Amsel shared that she doesn’t expect there will be a lot of support from the community for adding
this feature.

Ms. Anderson stated that they are planning for 9 disc golf holes. Mr. Palshaw clarified about a possible
emergency service entrance that appears to be private property. Ms. Anderson clarified that there is a strip
of Town property that is in between the two private properties.

This trail will not be ready to open in until at least the fall, as parking needs to be addressed. Parking
plans include diagonal parking for more space, a guard rail, and some cement bumpers.

E. Conservation Commission Report — Val Amsel

Ms. Amsel shared that letters have been sent out to the Green Road properties; this land qualifies as open
space,

Ms. Anderson celebrated Ms. Amsel, Ms. van Zelm, and Ms. McCormick for their five years of service as
members of the Ellington Trails Committee.

F. Trail of Treats Update

Ms. Anderson shared that the event will be on October 24th, with the 25th as a rain date. The Lions Club
will be organizing it through Dianne Bouchard. The field is open and the lights will be set; Dustin will
help for the event and will check with Ken about adding additional lights, or Erin if needed. Extra lighting
will not be needed in the future.

Parking is limited, due to space, and fencing may need to be opened up to create better flow. No banner
will be put out, so as to protect the flow of traffic.

Ms. Amsel asked how it will be advertised. Ms. Anderson clarified that it will be on the Committee’s
Facebook page, and advertised through The Lions Club. The Committee agreed that advertising on
Facebook is beneficial.

The Resident State Troopers Office would like to send five officers and a supervisor. The cost is $35 per
hour per officer, and the time is slotted from 5 pm until 7:30 pm. Officers will be on duty from 4 pm until
8:40 pm. The Committee will be splitting the cost with the Lions. Officers will be billed through the
Committee, decor will be handled by the Lions Club, Ms. Van Zelm clarified that the Lions Club
recognizes that there will be a rate difference for police officers, for this event, going forward, as they will
be billed at a higher rate than the Trails Committee. Ms. Anderson said that they are aware of this.

The donation for vendors will be raised from $25 to $30; the Committee will need help setting up for
vendors. Ms. Van Zelm suggested checking with new businesses and political candidates to see if they are
interested in sponsoring, though the Committee clarified that this is not a political event.

Set-up is planned for the Sunday prior, and Ms. Anderson is planning to reach out to Troop 96 to see if
they are interested in helping with the operation of the event.

V. New Business

A. Mowing at Batz

A large strip was mowed by the flora. Bruce was there and was able to stop it. The Committee is planning
to sit down with Ken and establish a schedule to mow Y of the fields, on a rotating basis. This will help
protect wildlife. The Committee will be asking for later mowing, in the fall/winter.
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TruGreen has been putting down an herbicide that kills mugwort, as mugwort has been an issue. It is not
harmful to wildlife and is recommended by DEEP.

VI Subcommittee Reports

A. Treasurer
Ms. Anderson shared that the Committee came in under budget by about $150, and bought discounted
boards from Kelly-Fradet. $8,000 has been allocated for Trails Committee funding for this upcoming
year. There was conversation about a past donation that needs to be removed from the Committee’s

budget lines, but it should not impact any funding received this year. A form must be filled out in January
to remove it from the budget lines.

Ms. McLaughlin is likely leaving the Committee in August, so the Committee will be in search of a new
treasurer, if any member is interested in taking over the role.

B. Planning & Development
There were no further updates.

C. Maintenance

1, Kimball
Steps will need to be added and stabilized, likely in the fall. Brush cutting will be needed soon.
2. Batz

The pond needs some work; a turtle was spotted recently!
3. Ellington Highlands
Three bridges have been dealt with; two were fixed, one is new.

D. Community Outreach
1. Trails Day
There was good engagement, and seven people attended.

2. Key Bank/Jaime Foster

Over 30 people were in attendance, including folks from Key Bank, the Committee, and Representative
Foster. Mulch was put down, a rotted area on a bridge was replaced, and litter was picked up. This was an
enjoyable event and hopefully it can happen again next year.

3. Balanced Boulder Walk
This was a beautiful morning for a walk and took place on Father’s Day; there were seven attendees.

4. Bird Watching — Jane Seymour
11 people were in attendance for the bird walking with Jane. Very passionate bird watchers participated.
Jane will do more general walks in the future. Denise will be doing the more focused ones. There was
also a very passionate young boy in attendance who is hopeful to help out in future, kid-centered events.
5. Hall Memorial Library Kit Day
Kit day was very popular; many people were there to explore and check out the available kits.
6. Farmers’ Market — July 9%
Ms. Anderson clarified the coverage for the Farmers’ Market table.

7. Drone Update
There was no update at this time.
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8. Astronomy Event

The event will be at the Pinney Street fields from 7:30 until 10:00 pm on August 2", with the 3 as a rain
date. Ms. Anderson is hoping that members of the Committee can be in attendance.

VII. Adjournment

MOVED (MCCORMICK), SECONDED (VAN ZELM) AND PASSED UNANIMOUSLY TO
ADJOURN THE TRAILS COMMITTEE MEETING AT 7:43 PM.

4

Prepared by Deanna Wambolt-Gulick, Secretary; submitted by t AA /
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Lisa Houlihan

Subject: CFT News - We are Hiring/Scavenger Hunt/Insider Updates and Unsung Heros
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PRESERVING CONNECTICUT FARMLAND FOR FARMERS

JUNE Update at a Glance

1. We are hiring! Currently looking for a part time donor relations
assistant - a part-time administrative job helping conserve
farmland in CT. Full position listing and how to apply at this link.

2.Save The Dates! Special events coming up for CFT.

3.Insider Updates - your gifts are helping us work with many
farms, here are a few in particular - thank you!

4. Funding for Farmers - check out the links in the section below
for opportunities from the USDA Urban Agriculture

5.Unsung Heroes - people who deserve wider recognition.

6. Where to get CT Food this summer - CTNOFA's easy to use
guide and interactive map for 2022.

7.CFT Webinars - archives edition.

Yours in health and harvest,
Kimball Cartwright

SAVE THE DATES!
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Scavenger Hunt
July 29 -- August 14

Registration Coming Soon!
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PRESERVING CONNECTICUT FARMLAND FOA FARMERS

1. July 29 - August 15 = CFT's first "Foraging for CT Food and
Farms" Scavenger Hunt opens. Designed especially to be fun,
delicious, creative, and educational for families with young
children ages 5 to 12. Registration details coming next week.

2. 20th anniversary celebration of Connecticut Farmland Trust's
founding coming up at Castle Hill Farm on Sunday, September
11th. Bring an appetite for tasty food and a passion to protect
farms. Registration details in two weeks!

INSIDER UPDATE - Fort Hill Farm in Thompson
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A happy dog with some happy cows! This pup’s name is Delilah. She and her
cow companions live at Fort Hill Farms in Thompson, CT. This large dairy is
in the process of being preserved by CFT and our partners at CT Dept. of Ag
and USDA-NRCS. A member of The Farmer’s Cow and Cabot dairy co-ops,
Fort Hill is also home to a popular corn maze and personalized nature walks.
Next time you stop by for a visit, tell Delilah and her humans “thanks” for
preserving their beautiful farm!

INSIDER UPDATE - Gallup Farm in Voluntown




Byron Gallup is the owner of Gallup Farm, a 500-acre dairy farm in
Voluntown, CT that is known for its wholesale milk. CFT is currently
partnering with the CT Department of Agriculture to protect the 500-acre farm
in 4 pieces to ensure it is affordable for the next generation of farmers--so far
300 of the 500 total acres have been protected through this partnership.
Byron is the last of 13 generations of his family to farm this land. He promised
his late father the farm would stay in agriculture after the land is sold out of
the family. Byron is honoring his father’s wish by permanently protecting the
farm so it will always be available for future generations of farmers.

FUNDING FOR FARMERS

o USDA announced $43M in two streams of national funding for
urban agriculture collaborative projects. Here is the link to their
press release which contains individual links to their grants.gov
full descriptions: 1) Composting and Food Waste Reduction
cooperative agreements (9/1/22 deadline); and 2) Urban
Agriculture and Innovative Production (8/2/22 deadline).

o« CT Women's Business Development Council Equity Match Grant
Program. Up to $10,000 available. July 3 deadline




UNSUNG HEROES

A few people deserving a hearty thank you from CFT this June:

Gwen Marrion with the Bolton Land Trust - for helping us with two projects in
the town of Bolton that may be complete before 2022 ends! We are fortunate
to have her as a passionate and effective advocate for helping us conserve
farms for farming.

Lisa Houlihan, Town Planner with the Town of Ellington - for being a
farmland preservation advocate in Ellington and contributing to the
preservation of Oakridge Dairy.

Amy Paterson of the CT Land Conservation Council - for giving us great
advice on a variety of topics ranging from property taxes to clean water
funding and everything in between. (Amy could be on this list every month of
the year - thank you!)

Adam Bishop and Maggie Donin (Maine Farmland Trust and Vermont Land
Trust respectively) - for giving CFT inspirational and practical advice on how
to craft a "Buy/Protect/Sell" program designed to make us even more nimble
at conserving farmland in CT.

SPRING WEBINAR SERIES - YOUTUBE EDITION




If you couldn't catch the webinars live, you can still watch them online at your
convenience on our Youtube channel at this link. We've archived webinars

from 2021 too!

MAKE A GIFT TO CFT

You can help CFT grow to protect more farmland, by donating today.
Click on the button above and make a gift of any size. We appreciate you!

ctfarmland.org
[860-247-0202]
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