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AP ART HISTORY EXAM: 3 HOURS

Assessment Overview
Students demonstrate achievement of AP Art History learning 
objectives by applying their art historical knowledge and skills 
to address course content. Using works of art studied within the 
required set of 250 works, or works they chose to study beyond 
the required content, students have many opportunities to 
evidence their understanding of art historical concepts. A single 
exam question is likely to encompass multiple learning objectives 
and may address works of art from different content areas. This 
underscores the exam’s focus on assessing students’ in-depth 
critical analysis of relationships among works of art, art historical 
concepts, and global cultures. 

Format of Assessment

Section I: �Multiple Choice | 80 Questions | 1 Hour | 50% of Exam Score

•	 Approximately 8 sets of questions (3 to 6 questions each) based 
on color images

•	 Approximately 35 individual multiple-choice questions

Section II: �Free Response | 6 Questions | 2 Hours | 50% of Exam Score

•	 Two 30-minute essay questions

•	 Four 15-minute essay questions

•	 Essay questions often include images of works  
of art as stimuli.

AP ART HISTORY SAMPLE EXAM QUESTIONS

Sample Multiple-Choice Question
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Monuments like the Buddha at Bamiyan most directly in�uenced the form and scale of Buddhist statues created for

(A) Borobudur Temple in Indonesia

(B) Angkor Wat in Cambodia

(C) Todai-ji in Japan

(D) The Longmen caves in China Correct Answer: D

Sample Free-Response Question
Interpretation of speci�c works of art or architecture can change over time due to shifting historical and cultural contexts.

Select and completely identify a speci�c work of art or architecture whose meaning has changed over time. The work 
of art or architecture may be from any time, culture, or medium.

You must identify both the original meaning and a subsequent meaning of the work of art or architecture. 

Then, using visual and/or contextual evidence, analyze both how and why the meaning of the work of art or 
architecture has changed over time.

To answer the question, you may either select a work of art or architecture from the list below or select one of your 
own choosing. The work you select may be from required course content or from your own study.

When identifying the work you select, you should try to include all four of the following: title or designation, name 
of the artist and/or culture of origin, date of creation, and materials. To earn credit for your identi�cation, you must 
provide at least two accurate identi�ers of the work you select but you will not lose credit if additional identi�ers you 
provide are incorrect. (30 minutes)

Angkor

Basin (Baptistère de St. Louis)

Great Mosque at Córdoba

Qorikancha

Wall plaque from Oba’s Palace
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