
Provisions for Identification and Evaluation of Children with Disabilities 

The	
  Individuals	
  with	
  Disabili2es	
  Educa2on	
  Act	
  (IDEA)	
  is	
  a	
  federal	
  law	
  that	
  ensures	
  children	
  and	
  youth	
  with	
  
disabili2es	
  a	
  free	
  and	
  appropriate	
  public	
  educa2on	
  (FAPE)	
  in	
  the	
  least	
  restric2ve	
  environment	
  (LRE).	
  The	
  Springfield	
  
Local	
  Schools	
  District	
  provides	
  a	
  con2nuum	
  of	
  special	
  educa2on	
  programs	
  and	
  services	
  for	
  preschool	
  and	
  school-­‐
age	
  students	
  with	
  disabili2es.	
  We	
  are	
  commiHed	
  to	
  providing	
  a	
  Free	
  and	
  Appropriate	
  Educa2on	
  to	
  our	
  students	
  
iden2fied	
  with	
  a	
  disability.	
  	
  

A	
  child	
  with	
  a	
  disability	
  is	
  a	
  child	
  having	
  an	
  Intellectual	
  Disability,	
  Hearing	
  Impairment	
  (including	
  Deafness),	
  Visual	
  
Impairment	
  (including	
  Blindness),	
  a	
  Speech	
  or	
  Language	
  Impairment,	
  an	
  Emo2onal	
  Disturbance,	
  and	
  Orthopedic	
  
Impairment,	
  Au2sm,	
  Trauma2c	
  Brain	
  Injury,	
  Other	
  Health	
  Impairment,	
  Specific	
  Learning	
  Disability,	
  Deaf-­‐Blindness,	
  
or	
  Mul2ple	
  Disabili2es.	
  A	
  process,	
  u2lizing	
  a	
  team	
  approach	
  is	
  u2lized	
  to	
  iden2fy	
  and	
  categorize	
  these	
  students.	
  	
  
 
Child	
  Find:	
  “A	
  Search	
  for	
  All	
  Children	
  with	
  Disabili2es”	
  Child	
  find	
  is	
  the	
  process	
  of	
  iden2fying,	
  loca2ng	
  and	
  
evalua2ng	
  all	
  children	
  from	
  age	
  three	
  to	
  twenty-­‐one	
  who	
  may	
  have	
  a	
  disability	
  and	
  be	
  in	
  need	
  of	
  special	
  educa2on	
  
and	
  related	
  services,	
  regardless	
  of	
  severity	
  of	
  the	
  disability.	
  The	
  district	
  seeks	
  to	
  iden2fy,	
  through	
  Child	
  Find,	
  all	
  
children	
  in	
  the	
  Springfield	
  Local	
  School	
  District	
  who	
  aHend	
  a	
  public	
  or	
  non-­‐public	
  school	
  in	
  the	
  district	
  or	
  who	
  are	
  
homeless	
  or	
  wards	
  of	
  the	
  state	
  who	
  may	
  be	
  in	
  need	
  of	
  special	
  educa2on	
  and	
  related	
  services.	
  
 
If	
  you	
  are	
  aware	
  of	
  a	
  child	
  who	
  may	
  have	
  special	
  needs,	
  or	
  have	
  any	
  ques2ons,	
  comments,	
  or	
  concerns	
  in	
  regards	
  
to	
  your	
  child,	
  please	
  no2fy	
  Laura	
  McBride,	
  Coordinator	
  of	
  Special	
  Educa2on	
  at	
  (330)	
  542-­‐2929,	
  extension	
  203	
  or	
  at	
  
lmcbride@springfieldlocal.us.	
  	
  

SECTION 504:  

Sec2on	
  504	
  of	
  the	
  Rehabilita2on	
  Act	
  of	
  1973,	
  as	
  amended	
  by	
  the	
  ADA	
  Amendments	
  Act	
  of	
  2008	
  (hereinaber	
  
“Sec2on	
  504”),	
  is	
  Congress’	
  direc2ve	
  to	
  schools	
  receiving	
  Federal	
  funding	
  to	
  eliminate	
  discrimina2on	
  based	
  on	
  
disability	
  from	
  all	
  aspects	
  of	
  their	
  school	
  opera2ons.	
  It	
  states,	
  “No	
  other	
  qualified	
  individual	
  with	
  a	
  disability	
  shall	
  
solely	
  by	
  reason	
  of	
  his/her	
  disability,	
  be	
  excluded	
  in	
  the	
  par2cipa2on	
  in,	
  be	
  denied	
  the	
  benefits	
  of,	
  or	
  be	
  subjected	
  
to	
  discrimina2on	
  under	
  any	
  program	
  receiving	
  Federal	
  financial	
  assistance.”	
  Since	
  the	
  school	
  district	
  is	
  a	
  recipient	
  
to	
  Federal	
  dollars,	
  its	
  administrators	
  and	
  staff	
  are	
  required	
  to	
  provide	
  eligible	
  disabled	
  students	
  with	
  equal	
  access	
  
(both	
  physical	
  and	
  academic)	
  to	
  services,	
  programs,	
  and	
  ac2vi2es	
  offered	
  by	
  its	
  schools.	
  Sec2on	
  504	
  is	
  a	
  civil	
  rights	
  
statute,	
  not	
  a	
  special	
  educa2on	
  statute.	
  Students	
  with	
  a	
  diagnosed	
  medical	
  condi2on	
  may	
  be	
  eligible	
  for	
  a	
  Sec2on	
  
504	
  Plan.	
  	
  

Links	
  and	
  Resources	
  for	
  Parents	
  and	
  Families:	
  

IDEAs	
  that	
  Work:	
  Preparing	
  Children	
  and	
  Youth	
  with	
  Disabili<es	
  for	
  Success:	
  hHp://ccrs.osepideasthatwork.org/	
  
Procedural	
  Safeguards:	
  hHps://educa2on.ohio.gov/getaHachment/Topics/Special-­‐Educa2on/Students-­‐with-­‐
Disabili2es/Physical-­‐or-­‐Mentally-­‐Handicap/Whose-­‐IDEA-­‐Is-­‐This-­‐A-­‐Parent-­‐s-­‐Guide-­‐to-­‐the-­‐Individ/Whose-­‐
IDEA.pdf.aspx	
  
State	
  Support	
  Team	
  (Families	
  Homepage):	
  hHp://www.sstr5.org/Families/tabid/568/Default.aspx	
  
State	
  Support	
  Team	
  (Resources	
  Gallery):	
  
hHp://www.sstr5.org/Families/FamilyResourceGallery/tabid/825/Default.aspx	
  
Transi<on	
  Links:	
  Preparing	
  your	
  Child	
  with	
  a	
  Disability	
  for	
  Life	
  aJer	
  School	
  
hHp://www.parentcenterhub.org/repository/age-­‐of-­‐majority-­‐parentguide/	
  
hHps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AcNSpKX8kVs	
  
A	
  Parent’s	
  Guide	
  to	
  Sec<on	
  504:	
  hHp://www.greatschools.org/gk/ar2cles/sec2on-­‐504-­‐2/	
  

http://ccrs.osepideasthatwork.org/
https://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Special-Education/Students-with-Disabilities/Physical-or-Mentally-Handicap/Whose-IDEA-Is-This-A-Parent-s-Guide-to-the-Individ/Whose-IDEA.pdf.aspx
http://www.sstr5.org/Families/tabid/568/Default.aspx
http://www.sstr5.org/Families/FamilyResourceGallery/tabid/825/Default.aspx
http://www.parentcenterhub.org/repository/age-of-majority-parentguide/
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