
AP Language Summer Assignment:  

Attached is your packet for the AP Language and Composition summer assignment. This includes your assigned 
novel, rhetorical pre-work, the writing prompt, essay organizer, and expectations. 

Though summer assignments are not a requirement for the course, the skills are essential to success in the course, 
and there will be a similar assignment during the first semester. If you have completed the summer assignment you 
will spend significantly less time on the Independent Essay Assignment. 

 
All summer reading work is due on the first day of school – this includes the essay and both worksheets. 
If you have any questions you can email Mr. Randall (lrandal@tacoma.k12.wa.us)  
 
You can also access a digital copy via Mr. Randall’s classroom website. 
 
Novel: 
The Secret Life of Bees, by Sue Monk Kidd 

 
Rhetorical Devices: 
Go over the definitions on the attached handout and record at least one example of each from the novel. It is 
highly recommended you do this as you read rather than wait until the end. 

 
 

Essay Prompt: 
 

In a well- organized 5 paragraph essay, discuss how Sue Monk Kidd utilizes rhetorical devices to develop 
one of the below themes in the novel. 

 
Race Relations / Ignorance vs. Knowledge / Pain and Misery / Dependence / The Power of a Female Community 

 
Some Tips For Your essay: 

 
First you are required to complete the essay organizer (pages 2-4 of this document) 
*Textual evidence is always important 

 
For Formatting your Essay: 
*Have a clear introduction with a well written thesis statement 
*Each body paragraph must have at least two concrete details (textual evidence) from the text. These must be 
cited correctly and must be introduced (For example, “quote here”). 
*Conclusions must restate main ideas and thesis and also have a concluding sentence. 
*Each essay must be formatted in MLA format. 

 



Essay Organizer  

In a well- organized 5 paragraph essay, discuss how Sue Monk Kidd utilizes rhetorical devices to develop 
one of the above themes in the novel. 

 
Identify a minimum of 6 quotes throughout the novel that support this prompt. Cite the page number and 
explain how the author uses the rhetorical device and why it is supportive of your selected theme. 

 
Quotation #1 (CD) 

 
 
 
 
 

Page # 

Explanation (CM) 

 

 
Quotation #2 (CD) 

 
 
 
 
 

Page # 

Explanation (CM) 



 
 
 

Quotation #3 (CD) 
 
 
 
 
 

Page # 

Explanation (CM) 

 

 
Quotation #4 (CD) 

 
 
 
 
 

Page # 

Explanation (CM) 

 

 
Quotation #5 (CD) 

 
 
 
 
 

Page # 

Explanation (CM) 



 
 
 

Quotation #6 (CD) 
 
 
 
 
 

Page # 

Explanation (CM) 

 
 

Finally, write a detailed thesis statement (1 Sentence) that identifies your topic, key details, and the position of 
your essay. 

 

Thesis Statement 



Rhetorical Device Worksheet 
 

As you are reading through the novel, take notes on this worksheet when you see the following rhetorical 
devices being used. When you find one record the page number where you found it and make sure to include 
commentary explaining how this example supports the rhetorical device. Feel free to look up alternate definitions 
or examples to develop a better understanding of each term. 

 
 

Contradiction: A direct opposition between things compared; inconsistency 

Textual Evidence: 

Commentary / Explanation: 

Oxymoron: A figure of speech that combines two apparently contradictory elements 

Textual Evidence: 

Commentary / Explanation: 

Diction: An author’s choice of words to convey a tone or effect 

Textual Evidence: 

Commentary / Explanation: 

Ethos: How does the novel appeal to the reader’s ethos? In other words, what does the author tell us about a 
selected character to make them credible? 
Textual Evidence: 



Commentary / Explanation: 

Pathos: How does the novel appeal to the reader’s pathos? What part of the story appeals to the reader’s 
emotions? 

Textual Evidence: 

Commentary / Explanation: 

Logos: What appeals to the reader’s logos? In other words, what appeals to the reader using logic or reason? 

Textual Evidence: 

Commentary / Explanation: 

Irony: the expression of one's meaning by using language that normally signifies the opposite, typically for 
humorous or emphatic effect. 
Textual Evidence: 

Commentary / Explanation: 

Tone: The attitude or approach that the author takes towards the central theme or subject. 

Textual Evidence: 



Commentary / Explanation: 

Your choice of a Rhetorical device:  

Textual Evidence: 

Commentary / Explanation: 

Your choice of a Rhetorical device: 

Textual Evidence: 

Commentary / Explanation: 

Your choice of a Rhetorical device: 

Textual Evidence: 

Commentary / Explanation: 

 


