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Welcome to the AP Seminar course! This class, which is described by the College Board as 

being, “a foundational course that engages students in cross-curricular conversations that 

explore the complexities of academic and real-world topics and issues by analyzing divergent 

perspectives, is one that will be a challenging, yet gratifying, year of critical thinking, analysis, 

research, and collaboration that will help you gain confidence in utilizing your own voice. You 

will look at authors’ arguments through a variety of perspectives and then will examine real- 

world issues and develop and defend your own credible arguments, both individually and 

collaboratively. 

Though summer assignments are not a requirement for the course, the skills are essential to 

success in the course, and we will spend the first weeks reviewing these tasks. There will be a 

similar assignment during the first week of school. If you have completed the summer 

assignment and have it printed for the first day of class, you will not be required to complete 

the first week assignment. 

 

Task #1: To get a sense of the spirit of our course, I ask that each student evaluate the 

following three texts: 

 
1. "The Really Big One" by Kathryn Schultz 

http://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2015/07/20/the-really-big-one 
 
3. "Dopplegangers" This American Life 

https://www.thisamericanlife.org/radio-archives/episode/484/doppelgangers 
 
4. "The Surprising Habits of Original Thinkers" by Adam Grant 

https://www.ted.com/talks/adam_grant_the_surprising_habits_of_original_thinkers 

 
First, think of these three texts as a collection. That said, what makes them a collection? 

What binds them together? Go beyond the obvious. Try to see the texts—and their 

possible meanings—from multiple viewpoints. What central idea, issue, tension, or 

conflict do these four texts have in common? Note that there is no single correct answer; 

the possibilities are, perhaps, limitless. Use whatever notetaking strategy works for you to 

document your thinking. Compose your response and please be ready to share your 

thoughts with your fellow students during the first week of class. 

Second, once you have identified what unites these texts as a collection, propose one 



additional text— written, audio, visual, and otherwise—to add to this collection. You 

may select your text from any source you deem appropriate. Bring this text to class and 

be prepared to share your rationale for adding it—how does your choice extend or 

deepen the existing collection of texts? 

 

Task #2: Please select a text from those listed below. In reading your book, keep in mind the 

recommendations made in the attached reading, “12 Ways to Mark a Book,” by Bert Webb. 

While reading, consider a big, essential question (think issue…what is a central issue?) that you 

believe the book addresses. This is a question that can be answered, but not simply. It should 

neither be a simple yes or no question, nor should it be a question for which you do not care to 

know the answer. Consider the following examples: How do beliefs satisfy question that we 

have about our world? or Why is it that people generally prefer times of peace, and yet are 

more likely to discuss at length times of conflict and war? Why are we so drawn to conflict? 

Remember, these must be questions you actually want answered. Got your big question? Great. 
In approximately 100 words, explain why you want the answers to this question. Do not tell me 
the answer. In fact, if you already know the answer, you are missing the point. 

Texts from which you may choose: 
Nonfiction List: 
Thinking Fast and Slow by Daniel Kahneman 
Originals: How Non-Conformists Move the World by Adam 
Grant Think Like a Freak by Steven D. Levitt and Stephen J. 
Dubner David and Goliath or Outliers by Malcolm Gladwell 
Being Mortal: Medicine and What Matters in the End by Atul Gawande 
The Other Wes Moore by Wes Moore 
Silent Spring by Rachel Carson 
Eyes Wide Open: Going Behind the Environmental Headlines by Paul Fleischman 
We Should All Be Feminists by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie 
Tribe: On Homecoming and Belonging by Sebastian Junger 
Astrophysics for People in a Hurry by Neil deGrasse Tyson 
Option B: Facing Adversity, Building Resilience and Finding Joy by Sheryl Sandberg, 
Adam Grant 
Between the World and Me by Ta-Nehisi Coates 

 

Fiction: 
The Picture of Dorian Gray by Oscar Wilde 
The Metamorphosis by Franz Kafka 
Wide Sargasso Sea by Jean Rhys 
The Namesake by Jhumpa Lahiri 
The Stand by Stephen King 
Ulysses by James Joyce 



Task #3: AP Seminar is designed to teach you how to be a skilled researcher, and one of the 
most important parts of research is gathering quality, useable sources that you can draw from as 
you develop your own perspective or ideas. For the next part of this task, you will practice this 
process of gathering and reflecting on research sources by creating an annotated bibliography, in 
which you enumerate sources that provide different perspectives and insights about the big 
question you have asked. In this annotated bibliography, you will include eight textual sources 
and four video sources. 

Keep in mind that an annotated bibliography is a document that is meant to give you a quick 
reference guide for the information you are in the process of (or planning to) gathering for a 
research paper or project. Annotated bibliographies not only help you keep source material 
organized, they also allow your peers to get an overview of your research process, and help you 
remember over time how you were going to use each source or what you found useful or 
problematic about it. It is designed to give you (and your readers) a brief documentation of the 
research you would like to do or have already done. This does not replace the actual research 
process; rather, it allows you to evaluate potential sources for later use. In addition, it provides 
you with a documented “trail” you can follow when you attempt to (re) locate sources for 
further exploration. 

Review the guides below for more information and instructions: 
 

Krause, Steven D. “Chapter 6: The annotated Bibliography Exercise.” The 
Process or Research Writing. http://bit.ly/Krause-CH6 

“How to Prepare an Annotated Bibliography.” Cornell University Library. 
http://bit.ly/Cornell-annbib 

“Annotated Bibliography Samples.” Purdue Online Writing Lab. 
http://bit.ly/OWL-annbib (refer to MLA format models only) 

Knott, Deborah. “Writing an Annotated Bibliography.” University of Toronto 
Writing. http://bit.ly/Knott-UofT-annbib 

 

Keep in mind: 
- Each source must be cited correctly using MLA format (you can access the 

OWL at Purdue from Mr. Randall’s classroom website) 
 

- Each annotation must include a summary of the source, an evaluation of 
the source (strengths and weaknesses of their argument/ideas), and your 
notes on the relevancy and potential use of the source (needs to be at 
least one paragraph per source). 

- Commentary on the authority or credibility of the author should be 
included within your annotation 

- This guide (http://bit.ly/2oLFJ52) can help you evaluate your sources for 
quality. 



 

- You may get help and feedback from your peers, but your assignments will be 
checked for plagiarism, so no one should have identical entries in their 
bibliography – your annotations must be in your own words. 

 
- It’s okay to include sources with opposing viewpoints – just remember that 

you cannot discount the validity or relevance of a source just because it 
clashes with your own opinion. 

 
- You must vary your sources. All of your texts cannot come from one or 

multiple newspapers, magazines, journals, books, etc. Your sources should 
vary in type (article, essay, academic paper, etc.) and location. 

 
- When citing your sources, you may use easybib.com (or similar) to help you 

build your citations; however, it is often inaccurate and should not be trusted 
– double check ALL citations against examples on the OWL at Purdue or 
similar style guide. (http://bit.ly/owl-mla) 

 
As you evaluate and consider your big question, keep in mind, QUEST, which is the concept on 
which the AP Seminar course is founded. 

Q: Question and Explore 
U: Understand and analyze arguments 
E: Evaluate multiple perspectives 
S: Synthesize ideas 
T: Team, transform, and transmit 

Through this concept, you will break down topics and issues by viewing them through specific 

lenses. You will use these lenses to analyze a number of different debates for this assignment, 

as well as throughout the year. Therefore, it is important that you familiarize yourself with these 

terms and consider them as you evaluate your big question and implement your annotated 

bibliography. The lenses are: 

· Artistic and Philosophical 
· Social and Cultural 
· Political and Historical 
· Economic 
· Scientific 
· Environmental 
· Future 
· Ethical 


