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DATE: February 10, 2021
TO: Board of Directors
FROM: Becky West

RE: Public Comment to the Board

Dear Bo Yates & Board,

| am sure by now you have heard that there are many parents who are disappointed and frustrated with
the decision made to push back school by three more weeks. | understand that since this decision has
already been made there is no changing the decision.

The peaceful protest members that are here tonight want to make sure that our true message is heard.
Although we are frustrated with the decision of when to go back to school, we are more frustrated with
the lack of communication between the board and parents. Our purpose here tonight is to ask for better
communication and transparency from the board. As parents we want to be included in our children's
education. We have been vocal because we are invested in our children and their education. We want to
have a voice and that voice be heard.

Moving forward | hope that we are able to find better ways to work together. Also, | would like to thank
Bo Yates for the apology letter that he sent this last week. It was very appreciated.

Thank you for your time,
Becky West
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DATE: February 11, 2021
TO: Board of Directors
FROM: David Schroeder

RE: Public Comment to the Board

It is the feeling of myself, and other parents in the community, that Todd Gestrin broke two of the
standards on the Board Member Standards of Conduct on February 7, 2021 during a Facebook exchange
with parents and community members. Standards can be found

here: http://lebanon.k12.or.us/media/2020/04/BBF.pdf

20 — Use social media, websites, or other electronic communication judiciously, respectfully, and
in a manner that does not violate Oregon’s Public Meetings Laws;
e 21 -When posting online or to social media, Board members will treat and refer to other Board

members, staff, students and the public with respect, and will not post confidential information
about students, staff or district business;

We have asked Todd Gestrin to apologize for his comments made to these individuals, and as of today,
February 10, 2021, he has refused to apologize.

These actions create an environment in which parents will hesitate to speak up in fear of retaliation.

The posts made are included below with reference to the quotes we feel were disrespectful to the
public.

Example 1 -

* The statement “I doubt you have concern or care for others”. This is in response to questions

being asked as to why school opening was delayed as other school districts have already
opened.

Like - Reply - Share

Todd Gestrin

Becky West What is your answer to my question? Why would we choose not
to open? We have no motive. | understand it is about 220 employees
obtaining vaccinations and not returning until they have them. We cannot go
out and find substitutes for 220 positions unless you know where to find
them. Unless you have worked with contract negotiations, employee rights,
as well as FMLA, it isn't just as easy as snapping your finger and everyone
returns to work.

My grandma died of COVID and unless you have experienced a loved one
looking outside their hospital room’s window and waving at their family, |
doubt you have concern or care for others. She died alone and knew she
was going to die as she slowly lost her ability to breath. She was well aware
and suffocated to death while my family stood outside peering in.

There have been teachers across the United States who have died from
COVID. I'm not willing to risk even one employee'’s life to get our kids back
to school a few weeks early.

® -
Like - Reply - Share - 10t i
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Example 2 —
*  When multiple community members pointed out Todd’s behavior as condescending,
disrespectful, and unprofessional. His response was “’“We deserve an apology’ is feeling entitled

in my mind. If you find me disrespectful, then to you | obviously am. Enjoy your day!

-Linn County has been within the OHA Guidelines for In-Person school for
3+ weeks now.

-The CDC Director Rochelle Walensky's quoted: "There is increasing data to
suggest that schools can safely reopen and that safe reopening does not
suggest that teachers need to be vaccinated in order to reopen safely.
Vaccination of teachers is not a prerequisite for the safe reopening of
schools."

Why are you not following the guidelines?

On another note, as more of a personal comment: You, as a member of the
School Board, should understand how it looks to parents when you have SO
much say over our children, and then get on here and tell us that "we fail to
understand and comprehend", and that we don't get it "unless we have
experienced a loved one looking outside their hospital room and waving at
their family". | have had a family member die of COVID, alone, with no family
around, so keep your snarky comments to yourself. You want our support,
don't be condescending and disrepecstful.
Like - Reply - Share 1
Pj Nelson
From a school board member to a parent, this is very unprofessional.
. 0

Like - Reply - Share

Todd Gestrin
Pj Nelson When not in session, | am an individual speaking my own opinion

and possible data that was provided during open School Board meetings. If
you knew from a survey 200+ employees will not return until they receive
their vaccines, where are we to find 200 knowledgeable and qualified
employees as substitutes? If we had the staff, | bet we would open because
each of us know students do better in the classroom. Why would we not
want to reopen? What benefit is it to anyone not to open? We owe it to our
employees and students to open safely.

Like - Reply - Share

Todd Gestrin

David Schroeder When not in session, | am an individual speaking my own
opinion and possible data that was provided during open School Board
meetings. If you knew from a survey 200+ employees will not return until
they receive their vaccines, where are... See More

Like - Reply - Share

Pj Nelson
So as an individual you are disrespectful and condescending by calling me

entitled.

Like - Reply - Share 2
Todd Gestrin

Pj Nelson "We deserve an apology” is feeling entitled in my mind. If you find
me disrespectful, then to you | obviously am. Enjoy your day! @
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DATE: February 11, 2021
TO: Board of Directors
FROM: Jaclyn Robertson

RE: Public Comment to the Board

Lebanon School Board and Bo Yates-

Please read this email in tonight’s board meeting. | am reaching out to you all to please consider
overturning Bo’s decision to hold off on our children going back to school on the 16th.

It has been just shy of ONE YEAR!! | have sat back patiently waiting for you all to make the right decision
for the students and parents within our school district. After the newsletter release it was made loud
and clear that bringing our children back to school is not going to be a priority. | do not feel our
children’s well-being was thought of, because if it was they would be in school already. Just like the rest
of the United States.

The take away from last weeks letter is: our teachers are more important than anyone else in the state.
They deserve to have all of their needs met above all others. It is also saying they are more important
than the other surrounding school districts that have gone back to school without all vaccinations, all
health care workers that have actually been dealing with COVID directly, every single fast food worker,
grocery store worker, etc.

Has anyone talked to a child in the school district and asked them what they wanted? If you had asked
them, you would know they WANT to be in school. They are desperately seeking the social interaction,
in person instruction, and time away from the computer screen.

Please know that | am not an uninvolved parent just not wanting to teach my own children. | spent
almost every single day at my children’s school before covid. Countless hours fundraising to help all of
the teachers and students, volunteered at every event, and whole heartedly cared for all of the students
at our school. | have seen first hand the less fortunate children being loved on, supported, fed, and
cared for while in school. What is happening to those children this last year? Have they even been
thought of? School is their safe spot, without school where do they go?

To say that this news release was a disappointment is an understatement. There are MANY of us parents
that have the same feeling. There are many of us now trying to decided if keeping our children within
the district is even the best thing for them anymore. The longer you all continue to deprive our kids of in
person schooling the easier it is for us parents to pull together and start our own coop, homeschool, or
even start sending our children to private school.
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Children have been going back to school for small group instruction, with all safety protocols in place
and they have been successful. | beg you all to stand up and fight for ALL of our children and send them

back to school now and not later.

Jaclyn Robertson
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