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Please note: Excerpts in this presentation have been adapted and/or taken from the Tennessee Department of Education’s  
presentation “ESSA Charting the Course: Equity and Opportunity for All—Foster Care Overview and Requirements for  
Transportation Procedures” by Earl Lattimore, Erin Christian, and Dan Froemel.



What is foster care?
• “Foster care” means 24-hour substitute care for children  

placed away from their parents or guardians and for whom  
Department of Children's Services (DCS) has placementand 
care responsibility. It does not include children who are staying  
with relatives or friends for a few days while DCS investigates a  
situation.

• Foster care includes placements in foster familyhomes,
foster homes of relatives, group homes, emergency shelters,  
residential facilities, child care institutions, andpre-adoptive  
homes.

• The Title I foster care provisions apply to all children in  
foster care enrolled in publicschools.

Please note:
Information in this section was taken from the National Association for the Education of  
Homeless Children and Youth’s PowerPoint presentation regarding the ED/HHS June 2016  
Guidance on Children in Foster Care https://naehcy.org/essa-and-children-foster-care/

https://naehcy.org/essa-and-children-foster-care/


Children & Youth in Foster Care
 They represent one of the most vulnerable student subgroups in this  

country. *Of the approximately 415,000 children in foster care in  
2014, nearly 270,000 were in elementaryand secondary schools.

 Studies find that children in fostercare are much more likely than  
their peers to struggle academically and fall behind inschool.

 Are often a vulnerable and highly mobile student population
 Experience more unscheduled school changes than their peers ina

given school year
 Compared to their peers not in fostercare, thesechildren & youth  

experience…
 LOWER high school graduation rates;
 LOWER scores on academic assessments; and
 HIGHER rates of retention, absenteeism, suspensions, and  

expulsions
*From the Adoption and Foster Care Analysis and Reporting System (AFCARS) FY 2014data



Fast Facts from National Datasheet

*Updated April 13, 2018—To view the entire document, please go tohttp://foster-ed.org/fostering-success-in-
education-national-factsheet-on-the-educational-outcomes-of-children-in-foster-care/

http://foster-ed.org/fostering-success-in-education-national-factsheet-on-the-educational-outcomes-of-children-in-foster-care/
http://foster-ed.org/fostering-success-in-education-national-factsheet-on-the-educational-outcomes-of-children-in-foster-care/


School Stability for Children in  
Foster Care—Key Federal Laws

• In 2008, the Fostering Connections to Success and Increasing Adoptions Act (Fostering 
Connections) included several education provisions in federal child welfare law.1  This was the
first time that school stability2 was prioritized in federal law and marked a shift  in the need
for child welfare agencies to prioritize the educational needs of students in foster  care.

• In December 2015, Congress passed the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), which  
reauthorized the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (ESEA). This was thefirst  
time federal education law included specific provisions that promote school stability and  
success for youth in care and require collaboration between education and child welfare  
agencies to achieve these goals. These provisions, which mostly took effect on December 10,  
2016, complement those in the Fostering Connections Act and require State Education  
Agencies (SEAs) and Local Education Agencies (LEAs) to work with child welfare agencies to  
ensure the education stability of children in foster care.

• In 2013, the Uninterrupted Scholars Act amended the Family Education Rights and  
Privacy Act (FERPA) to give child welfare professionals access to educational records of  
youth in theircare, even without parental consent.



Blueprint for Change: Education  
Success for Children in Foster Care
Goal #1: Remain in the SameSchool
Goal #2: Seamless Transitions BetweenSchools  
Goal #3: Young Children are Ready to Learn  
Goal #4: Equal Access to the School Experience

Goal #5: School Dropout, Truancy, and Disciplinary
Actions Addressed

Goal #6: Involving and Empowering Youth
Goal #7: Supportive Adults as Advocatesand  

Decision-makers
Goal #8: Obtaining Postsecondary Education

http://www.fostercareandeducation.org/AreasofFocus/BlueprintforChange.aspx

http://www.fostercareandeducation.org/AreasofFocus/BlueprintforChange.aspx


ESSA Requirements for LEAs  
Serving Children in Foster Care
Designate a Pointof Contact: Each LEA should have a Point of Contact (POC)  
designated to coordinate services for all students in foster care. Responsibilities  
should include coordinating with regional DCS offices to develop a process for  
implementation of ESSA provisions.
The LEA must provide assurancesthat:
 It will collaborate with DCS to develop and implement clearwritten procedures  

regarding transportation for children in foster care to remain in the school of  
origin (including how it will be provided, arranged, and funded during the  
time the child is in fostercare).

 Children in foster care enroll or remain in the school of origin unless there is a  
determination that it is not in his or her best interest to attend the school of  
origin.

 The enrolling school shall immediately contact the school last attended to  
obtain relevantacademic and other records.

Transportation costs should not be a factorwhen determining best interest!



What is School of Origin?

 The school of origin is defined as the school in which the child is
enrolled at the time of placement in fostercare.

 If a child’s fosterplacement changes, the school of origin would be the  
school in which the child was enrolled at the time of the placement  
change.

 Children can remain in the school of origin for theirentire time in  
fostercare.

If it is not in the child’s best interest to stay in his or her school of  
origin, the student must be immediately enrolled in the new school,  
even if the child is unable to produce records normally required for  
enrollment. Immediate enrollment is defined as attending classes and 
receiving appropriate academic services.



Best Interest Determinations
 The Best Interest Determination (BID) team typically consistsof  

the DCS Point of Contact, the LEA Point of Contact, the  
educational decision maker for the child or youth, the school  
principal or designee, and any other key partners for decision  
making.

 The BID Team should consider multiple student-centered factors
 The BID team should consult the child, if appropriate, and adults

who have meaningful relationships withchild
 If the LEAs cannot come to agreement regarding school  

placement, the ultimate decision should reside with DCS.
 LEAs must coordinate with DCS to developa dispute resolution  

process.
 To the extent feasible and appropriate, a child must remain in his  

or her school of origin while awaiting a decision to reduce the  
number of school moves.



Example of a
Best Interest Determination Checklist



Foster Care Procedures—
Johnson City Schools

1. The DCS Education Specialist will notify the LEA’s Foster Care Point of Contact
of students who DCS would like to keep in the school of origin, but who will no
longer be living in that school’szone.

2. A best interest determination (BID) team meeting will be scheduled within FIVE
(5) school days.

3. At that point, the LEA’s Foster Care POC will contact the Johnson City Transit
within ONE (1) school day to provide the following information: the  student’s 
name, current school, new residential address, and whether the  student has an 
IEP with specializedtransportation.

4. Prior to the BID conference, Johnson City Transit will identify potential  ways the 
child can be transported should the BID team decide that the child  should
remain in his/hercurrent school. Johnson City Transit will share this information
with the LEA’s Foster Care POC, whowill present it to the  BID team. An 
Interagency Agreement (Transportation Procedure to Ensure  Educational 
Stability for Students in Foster Care) may be used to assist in this  decision-
making process.



Foster Care Procedures  
continued…

5. The DCS Foster Care POC, the LEA’s Foster Care POC, the DCS caseworker, and other  
essential members of the BID team will share information and make a joint decision  
regarding the child’s best placement. Should a dispute regarding the child’s school  
placement arise between DCS and/or the LEAs, the dispute resolution process must be  
followed. However, if an agreement cannot be reached, the ultimate decision restswith  
DCS.

6. Finally, if the BID team decides that the student will remain in the current school, the  
LEA’s Foster Care POC notifies Johnson City Transits, who then assists the DCS  
caseworker in arranging transportation to and from school if transportation is needed.

Options: Multiple factors will be considered and addressed in the BID when determining  
transportation options for foster care students, including (but not limited to) safety for the  
student and otherstudents being transported, student age, length of commute and distance.  
Information from Johnson City Transit about these factors will be provided  so that the BID 
will becomprehensive and include consideration of cost-effective measures.
The following options will be considered to provide school of origintransportation:
1.
2.

3.

An existing bus route can beused.
The DCS worker will explore options outside of those provided by the school division  
such as reimbursing the foster parents for transportation costs, or including  
transportation in contracts with licensed child placing agencies or group homes.
Specialized transportation offered to other students can be accessed, such as: a.  
Special education; b. McKinney-Vento transportation



For Enrollment Staff
 To ensure that we identify all children in foster care,  

please notify the school system’s Foster Care POC  
when a child in fostercare enrolls at your school or if  
you receive notification that a current student has  
been placed in foster care. The Foster Care POC will  
verify this information with the DCS Education  
Specialist and code the students appropriately in  
PowerSchool and EIS.

 Please remember that children in foster care have the  
right to immediate enrollment even if they initially lack  
documents normally required forenrollment.



Helpful Resources:
 U.S. Department of Education’s Foster CareTransition  

Toolkit https://www2.ed.gov/about/inits/ed/foster-
care/youth-transition-toolkit.pdf

 ED/HHS Joint Guidance for Ensuring Educational  
Stability for Children in Foster Care 
https://www2.ed.gov/policy/elsec/leg/essa/edhhsfoste  
rcarenonregulatorguide.pdf

 Legal Center for Foster Care &Education 
http://www.fostercareandeducation.org/

 National Center for HomelessEducation 
https://nche.ed.gov/ibt/sc_foster.php

https://www2.ed.gov/about/inits/ed/foster-care/youth-transition-toolkit.pdf
https://www2.ed.gov/policy/elsec/leg/essa/edhhsfostercarenonregulatorguide.pdf
http://www.fostercareandeducation.org/
https://nche.ed.gov/ibt/sc_foster.php


If you have questions,  
please Contact:

Johnson City Schools Foster Care Point of 
Contact (POC)

Dr. Robbie Anderson, Director of 
Accountability and School Improvement

phone number:  (423) 434-5222

Email:  andersonr@jcschools.org
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