
Official Proceedings of the GOVERNOR MIFFLIN SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Monday, July 10, 2017; 7:00pm - Education Center 

Board Members in Attendance - Mrs. Caryn Friedlander, Mr. Donald Kennedy, Dr. Edward 

Michalik, Mrs. Jennifer Murray, Dr. Michele O'Brien, Mrs. Dawn Palange, Mrs. Lisa Peterson, 

Mr. James Ulrich - 8. Absent - Mrs. Elizabeth Adams - 1. 

Administrators in Attendance - Dr. Steven Gerhard, Superintendent; Mr. William McKay, 

Assistant Superintendent for Elementary Education; Mrs. Diane Richards, Chief Financial 

Officer; Ms. Stephanie Seifrit, Director of Human Resources; Mrs. Melissa Fullerton, Director of 

Communications and Community Relations; Dr. Kristine Rosenberger, Director of Teaching & 

Leaming; Mr. David Argentati, Director of Pupil Services; Mrs. Michele Bleacher, Assistant 

Director of Special Education; Mr. John Yount, Director of Safe Schools; Dr. Richard Kaskey, 

Principal, Cumru Elementary; Mr. Chad Curry, Associate Principal, Intermediate School; Ms. 

Coleen Davenport, Associate Principal, Middle School; Mr. Steven Murray, Principal, High 

School; Mrs. Lisa Hess, Associate Principal, High School. 

Others in Attendance - Ms. Sharon Patton, Board Recording Secretary; professional staff and 

citizens. 

The Meeting was CaJled to Order at 7:05pm by Mr. James Ulrich, Board President, who 

announced that an Executive Session had been held at 6:30pm for discussion of Personnel 

matters. 

Superintendent's Report - Dr. Gerhard shared that building and maintenance crews are working 

hard this summer to get the buildings ready for the start of the new school year and 

administration is busy with interviewing and hiring to be sure we are fully and appropriately 

staffed for the new school year. 

Citizens Request -

• GM.MA Stadium Paver Patio project - Eagle Scout Project Proposal - Zach Wisner

presented information to the Board for his request to complete a patio paver project for

the GM.MA wagons in the stadium. It was recommended that he first meet with Mr.

Robert Eckenrode, Director of Operations, and then circle back with the Board on July

17th before formal permission is granted for completion.
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There were no Citizens Requests to address the Board. 

There were no Communications received by the Board. 

The Board acknowledged the following Right-to-Know Requests received by Administration: 

• Simon Campbell - Any PSBA emails received by Board members through personal

e-mail accounts; copy of PSBA contract for services

• SmartProcure - listing of all Purchase Orders from 6-23-17 to ctment

Reports - Dr. Michalik said that the first COLA meeting was held, where Diane Richards 

represented our district. There has been no progress on the Pennsylvania Budget, as both Dr. 

Michalik and Mrs. Richards indicated that both sides don't seem interested in compromise. 

Superintendent's Report - Dr. Gerhard shared that he and three Board members (Peterson, 

Friedlander and Kennedy) would be attending the PSBA Conference in Hershey this week. The 

following week, he is scheduled to be in Harrisburg for two days, where all 18 Berks County 

Superintendents will meet with legislators about key issues. The Fall sports season is coming to 

a close and Dr. Gerhard highlighted upcoming events such as Homecoming, Strike Up the Bands 

and Leap into Literacy Nights. He also encouraged eve1yone to follow our dish·ict's stmy on 

both Facebook and Twitter. 

Student Representative Report - Marlin Thomas and Mark Andrus reported on the enthusiasm 

for Homecoming events - the parade, red, white & blue day, a blood drive, etc. They have been 

visiting club meetings, reaching out to student groups for both input and feedback. They also 

shared plans for a coin drive amongst the buildings, with the goal of seeing which building will 

have the weight in coins to lift Dr. Gerhard off the ground. 

BOARD BUSINESS 

Motion by Kennedy and second by O'Brien to Authorize Mrs. Lisa Peterson, Board Vice 

President, to vote on behalf of the Board at the PSBA Delegate Assembly on Friday, October 20, 

2017, in Hershey, PA 

MOTION CARRIED. 

FINANCE 

Motion by Adams and second by Peterson to Approve Budget Transfers for 2017-2018, as 

presented 

MOTION CARRIED. 
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Klein, William 

Snyder, David 

Travor, Victoria 

- High School, part-time 2nd shift Custodian;

effective September 21, 2017 (replaces

Ben Sweeney)

- High School, 3rd Shift Custodian; effective

October 2, 2017 (replaces Mandi Essig)

- High School, Long-Term Substitute, Health/

Phys Ed; effective October 2, 2017 through the

end of the 2017-2018 (covering Amy Hatlee's

position)

2017-2018 Substitute Additions 

Teachers: Lisa Klee, Cody Youse, Amy Hetherington, Matthew Born 

Nurses: Daneen White 

Aides: Pat Zale, Tina Hayick, Stacey Miller; Susan Danna Adams, 

Maureen Bischler. Heather Braun 

2017-2018 Department Chairpersons/Liaisons (Addition) 

Stevens, Cyndi - K-6 Math Liaison 

Employment - Co-Curricular 

Gibbons, Gerald 

Greene, Jordan 

Murray, Patrick 

Rowlands, Briam1a 

- Middle School, Boys Basketball Head Coach;

effective for the 2017-2018 Winter season;

stipend $2,617.23 (replaces Nick Monissey)

- Middle School, Boys Basketball Assistant

Coach; effective for the 2017-2018 Winter

season; stipend $2,303.16 (replaces Javer Colon)

- High School, Wrestling Assistant Coach;

effective for the 2017-2018 Winter season;

stipend $3,768.81 (replaces Jason Gibble)

- High School, Graduation Coordinator; effective

for the 2017-2018 school year; stipend $1,047
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Underwood, Joshua 

MOTION CARRIED. 

- Middle School, Assistant Band Director;

effective for 2017-2018; stipend $1,047

(replaces Travis Williamson)

Motion by Friedlander and second by Michalik to Approve the following Status Changes 

Hayick, Tina 

Torres, Carmen 

vanderBent, Susan 

Status Changes - Co-Curricular 

- Cumru, Lunch/Classroom Aide to Substitute Aide;

effective September 26, 2017 

- High School, Secretary (IO-month) to Mifflin

Park, Building Secretary (12-month); effective

date TBD (replaces Susan vanderBent)

- Mifflin Park, Building Secretary (full-time 12-month)

to Special Education Secretaiy (full-time 12-month);

effective date TBD (replaces Marcia Storb)

Middle School Grade 8 Advisors: Dan Bratton, Greg Kellenberger & 

Katie Munn; stipend split - $279.20 each 

Morrissey, Nick 

MOTION CARRIED. 

- Middle School, Boys Basketball Head Coach to

Boys Basketball Freshman Coach; effective for

the 2017-2018 Winter season; stipend $3,489.62

(replaces Jason Peters)

Motion by Friedlander and second by Michalik to Approve the following Leave of Absence 

Master, Trisha 

MOTION CARRIED. 

- Leave of Absence extended to the end of the first

quarter; November 3, 2017 (High School, FCS) 

Motion by Friedlander and second by O'Brien to Approve these Volunteers - Co-Curricular 

Boys Soccer - Oladele Olaewe 

Girls Soccer - Emma Blair 

Pony Football - Jeremy Strausser 

MOTION CARRIED. 
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Motion by Friedlander and second by O'Brien to Approve the following Degree 

Changes/Masters Plus Credits Earned 

Masters Attainments 

Babczak, Lindsey Galitz, Megan 

Croft, Kirstie Holgate, Jonna 

Fox, Megan Knause, Tabitha 

Masters Plus Credits Earned 

Astheimer, Tracy M+24 to M+27 

Bolles, Kim M+24 to M+42 

Bresnahan, Erik 

Bunt, Kristen 

Burkey, Angela 

Calata, Joel 

M+27 to M+30 

M to M +9 

M+l8 to M+27 

M+l8 to M+24 

Christ, Linda M+l 2 to M+l5 

Clark, Alison M+24 to M+ 30 

Coddington, Stephany M+l 2 to M+l8 

Eastman, Sara 

Evak, Mike 

Fischer, Karen 

Griffin, Heather 

Gumpe1i, Emily 

Halberg, Nicole 

Hoelscher, Ashleigh 

Holgate, Steve 

Jablonski, Beth 

Keiffer-Blatt, Gwen 

Kellenberger, Greg 

Kenderdine, Sandra 

Ku1iz, Jennifer 

Kurtz, Travis 

Linderman, Stacy 

Mitzel, Gary 

O'Connor, Catherine 

Schools, Jennifer 

Seymour, Deian 

Shannon, Rob 

Smith, Ashley 

M+27 to M+30 

M+l5 to M+30 

M +9 to M+l 2 

M+24 to M+30 

M+l8 to M+30 

M +6 to M+30 

M+24 to M+30 

M+28 toM+31 

M to M +6 

M+18 to M+30 

M +6 to M+l5 

M+l 2 toM+l8 

M +3 toM +6 

M+33 toM+39 

M+33 to M+37.5 

M +6 to M+l5 

M +6 to M+l2 

M +6 toM +9 

M+l 3 toM+25 

M+30 to M+39 

M to M +6 
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Moore, Paige 

Muenker, Michele 

Rowlands, Brianna 

Shelton, Suzanne 

Trievel, Heather 



Stanziani, Allison 

Tackack, Stephanie 

Thuss, Marian 

Trievel, Heather 

Weisman, Jessica 

MOTION CARRIED. 

M to M +9 

M+l8 to M+27 

M +9 to M+l8 

M to M +6 

M+30 to M+48 

Motion by Friedlander and second by O'Brien to Approve the following In-Service Tuition 

Reimbursement Requests 

Crider, Cory 

Hertzog, Nathan 

- Alvernia University, Course #574: Foundations of

English as a Second Language; October 19 - December 

7, 2017; 3 credits; tuition $2,352; reimbursement 

$1,500 (GMIS, Grade 5) 

- Wilkes University, Course #5034: Action Research in

the E-Learning Environment; October 3 - November

27, 2017; 3 credits; tuition $870; reimbmsement

$870 (High School, Social Studies)

Renninger, Amanda - West Chester University, Course #500: Integrating 

Educational Technology for Effective Instruction; 

January 22 - May 11, 2018; 3 credits; tuition $1,500; 

reimbursement $1,500 (Brecknock, Learning Support) 

Turner, Michael - Wilkes University, Course #5038:Project-Based

Leaming; October 9-December 10, 2017; 3 credits;

tuition $1,416; reimbursement $1,416 (Middle

School, Phys Ed)

In-Service Tuition Reimbursement Requests - Masters Plus 

Sterner, Marybeth - Kutztown University, Course #433: Characteristics &

Etiology of Autism Spectrum Disorders; January -

March, 2018; 3 credits; tuition $1,500; reimbursement 

$1,500 (Middle School, Speech & Language) 
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