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CLUSTER: KEY IDEAS AND DETAILS 
Resources:  Resources should include a wide variety of increasingly complex informational text, including 
expository and narrative structures and types (e.g., trade books, magazines, multimedia, and functional texts 
such as recipes and labels) related to personal interests and reflecting a wide variety of cultures. 
Anchor Standard 1:  Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences 
from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text. 

RI 6.1:  Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn 
from the text. 
Essential Skills: 
 

 Apply appropriate strategies before reading, viewing, or listening to informational texts to: 
 Preview and survey the text. 
 Access prior knowledge about the text. 
 Set a purpose for reading and formulate appropriate questions. 
 Make predictions.  
 Identify genre. 

 

 Apply appropriate strategies to monitor understanding during reading, viewing, or listening to informational texts to: 
 Reread as necessary. 
 Determine main ideas of portions of the text. 
 Periodically restate, retell, paraphrase, summarize and/or synthesize information. 
 Connect ideas within the text. 
 Make, confirm, and/or modify questions, inferences, and predictions. 
 Identify possible themes. 

 

 Demonstrate understanding, either orally or in writing, after reading, viewing, or listening to informational texts to: 
 Explain the central ideas. 
 Identify what is directly stated in the text. 
 Draw inferences. 
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 Draw conclusions. 
 Verify or adjust predictions. 
 Make new predictions. 
 Paraphrase and summarize.  
 Make connections between the text and oneself. 

 

 Determine and state evidence that confirms the meaning of an informational text. 
 

 Identify evidence to suggest logically what might be true about an author’s purpose, opinion, important ideas, etc. 
 

 Use relationships between words for understanding.   

 Distinguish between connotations and denotations of words  for understanding.  

 

General Note 
• Participate actively and appropriately in discussions about informational texts. 
• Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English when writing about or discussing informational texts. 
• Apply appropriate academic and/or domain-specific vocabulary when responding either orally or in writing to text-specific 

questions. 
Benchmarks: 
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CLUSTER: KEY IDEAS AND DETAILS 
Anchor Standard 2:  Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize 
the key supporting details and ideas. 

RI 6.2:  Determine a central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; provide a 
summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments. 

Essential Skills:  
 

 Use significant pieces of information as clues to a main idea. 
 

 Synthesize main ideas to determine a central idea. 
 

 Distinguish between subjective and objective summaries. 
 

 Paraphrase significant information from an informational text. 
 

 Review key ideas expressed through paraphrasing.  
 

 State or compose a summary that includes a central idea and significant supporting information from across the text. 
 

 Use a variety of transition words to convey relationships between and among ideas. 
 

General Note 
• Participate actively and appropriately in discussions about informational texts. 
• Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English when writing about or discussing informational texts. 
• Apply appropriate academic and/or domain-specific vocabulary when responding either orally or in writing to text-specific 

questions. 
Benchmarks: 
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CLUSTER: KEY IDEAS AND DETAILS 

Anchor Standard 3:  Analyze how and why individuals, events, or ideas develop and interact over the course 
of a text. 

RI 6.3:  Analyze in detail how a key individual, event, or idea is introduced, illustrated, and elaborated in a text 
(e.g., through examples or anecdotes). 

Essential Skills:  
 

 Identify important persons, events or ideas in an informational text. 
 

 Determine the variety of ways that a person, event, or idea may be described or explained to a reader. 
 

 Examine the specific ways an important person, event, or idea in the text is presented to a reader. 
 

 Identify the effect the presentation of an important person, event, or idea in the text has upon a reader. 
 

 Apply knowledge of organizational patterns by identification of strategies such as definition, classification, comparison/  
contrast and cause/effect.   

 

General Note 
• Participate actively and appropriately in discussions about informational texts. 
• Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English when writing about or discussing informational texts. 
• Apply appropriate academic and/or domain-specific vocabulary when responding either orally or in writing to text-specific 

questions. 
Benchmarks: 
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CLUSTER: CRAFT AND STRUCTURE 
Anchor Standard 4:  Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, 
connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone. 

RI 6.4:  Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, 
connotative, and technical meanings. 

Essential Skills: 
 

 Use evidence from an informational text to determine the meaning of a word or phrase. 
 

 Use context as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 
 

 Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word (e.g., audience, 
auditory, audible).  
 

 Determine the meaning of figures of speech in context. 
 

 Determine the suggested meaning of connotations of  words that address the same technical meaning.  
 
 Verify an inferred meaning of a word or phrase in reference materials.  

General Note 
• Participate actively and appropriately in discussions about informational texts. 
• Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English when writing about or discussing informational texts. 
• Apply appropriate academic and/or domain-specific vocabulary when responding either orally or in writing to text-specific 

questions. 
Benchmarks: 
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CLUSTER: CRAFT AND STRUCTURE 
Anchor Standard 5:  Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger 
portions of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the whole. 

RI 6.5:  Analyze how a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, or section fits into the overall structure of a 
text and contributes to the development of the ideas. 

Essential Skills:  
 

 Determine the general organizational pattern of a grade-appropriate informational text, (e.g., transition words and phrases 
indicating chronological order, cause/effect, problem solution, etc.). 
 

 Identify the author’s purpose for a grade-appropriate informational text.  
 

 Examine how parts of the text support the identified purpose of the text. 
 

 Use evidence from informational texts to support analysis of text structure.  
 

General Note 
• Participate actively and appropriately in discussions about informational texts. 
• Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English when writing about or discussing informational texts. 
• Apply appropriate academic and/or domain-specific vocabulary when responding either orally or in writing to text-specific 

questions. 
Benchmarks: 
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CLUSTER: CRAFT AND STRUCTURE 
Anchor Standard 6:  Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text. 

RI 6.6:  Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and explain how it is conveyed in the text. 
Essential Skills:  
 

 Determine the difference between author’s point of view and author’s purpose. 

 Determine author’s point of view through attention to word choice, punctuation, and emphasis on ideas. 

 Determine author’s purpose through attention to format, text features, and key ideas. 

 
 

General Note 
• Participate actively and appropriately in discussions about informational texts. 
• Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English when writing about or discussing informational texts. 
• Apply appropriate academic and/or domain-specific vocabulary when responding either orally or in writing to text-specific 

questions. 
Benchmarks: 
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CLUSTER: INTEGRATION OF KNOWLEDGE AND IDEAS 
Anchor Standard 7:  Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including 
visually and quantitatively, as well as in words. 
RI 6.7:   Integrate information presented in different media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as 
in words to develop a coherent understanding of a topic or issue. 
Essential Skills:  
 

 Compare and contrast information received through different formats. 

 Organize information from different formats to develop a logical understanding of a topic or issue. 

 Support ideas with relevant evidence.  

 Use information presented in diverse media and formats. 

 

General Note 
• Participate actively and appropriately in discussions about informational texts. 
• Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English when writing about or discussing informational texts. 
• Apply appropriate academic and/or domain-specific vocabulary when responding either orally or in writing to text-specific 

questions. 
Benchmarks: 
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CLUSTER: INTEGRATION OF KNOWLEDGE AND IDEAS 
Anchor Standard 8:  Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including 
visually and quantitatively, as well as in words. 
RI 6.8:  Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, distinguishing claims that are supported 
by reasons and evidence from claims that are not. 
Essential Skills:  
 

 Demonstrate knowledge of the organizational pattern of an argument. 
 

 Identify claims in the text. 
 

 Identify supported claims versus unsupported claims in the text. 
 

 Assess the value of the argument based upon supported claims. 
 

 Use knowledge of words, phrases, and clauses to clarify the relationship between claims and support.  
 

 Delineate an argument and specific claims, showing the difference between claims that are supported and those that are not. 
 

General Note 
• Participate actively and appropriately in discussions about informational texts. 
• Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English when writing about or discussing informational texts. 
• Apply appropriate academic and/or domain-specific vocabulary when responding either orally or in writing to text-specific 

questions. 
Benchmarks: 
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CLUSTER: INTEGRATION OF KNOWLEDGE AND IDEAS 
Anchor Standard 9:  Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build 
knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take. 
RI 6.9:  Compare and contrast one author’s presentation of events with that of another (e.g., a memoir written 
by and a biography on the same person).  

a. Use their experience and their knowledge of language and logic, as well as culture, to think analytically, address problems 
creatively, and advocate persuasively. 

Essential Skills: 
 

 Demonstrate knowledge of primary and secondary sources. 
 

 Explain the likenesses and differences between the main ideas or information from one author versus another.  
 

 Support ideas with relevant evidence.  
 

 Present findings using pertinent evidence.  
  

General Note 
• Participate actively and appropriately in discussions about informational texts. 
• Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English when writing about or discussing informational texts. 
• Apply appropriate academic and/or domain-specific vocabulary when responding either orally or in writing to text-specific 

questions. 
Benchmarks: 
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CLUSTER: RANGE OF READING AND LEVEL OF TEXT COMPLEXITY 
Anchor Standard 10:  Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and 
proficiently. 
RI 6.10:   By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary non-fiction in the Grades 6–8 text complexity 
band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range. 

Essential Skills: 
 

 Adjust strategies as necessary for reading a wide variety of increasingly complex self-selected and assigned grade-appropriate 
literary non-fiction texts, representing diverse cultures, perspectives, ethnicities, and time periods, while self-monitoring for 
comprehension. 
 

  Comprehend literary non-fiction texts of steadily increasing  complexity with scaffolding, as necessary. 
 

 Set personal goals and conference regularly with adults and peers to improve reading. 
 

General Note 
• Participate actively and appropriately in discussions about informational texts. 
• Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English when writing about or discussing informational texts. 
• Apply appropriate academic and/or domain-specific vocabulary when responding either orally or in writing to text-specific 

questions. 
Benchmarks: 

 

 


