
Standards for Speaking and Listening: Grade 4 

ELA Grade 4                                           Saugerties Central Schools Common Core Curriculum Framework Page 1 
 

CLUSTER: COMPREHENSION AND COLLABORATION 
Anchor Standard 1:  Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations 
with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.  
SL 4.1:  Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) 
with diverse partners on Grade 4 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

a. Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required material; explicitly draw on that preparation and other 
information known about the topic to explore ideas under discussion. 

b. Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles. 
c. Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify or follow up on information, and make comments that contribute to the 

discussion and link to remarks of theirs. 
d. Review the key ideas expressed and explain their own ideas and understanding in light of the discussion. 
e. Seek to understand and communicate with individuals with different perspectives and cultural backgrounds. 

Essential Skills: 
 

4.1.a  Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required material; explicitly draw on that 
preparation and other information known about the topic to explore ideas under discussion. 
 Identify appropriate questions about a topic or an assigned information need. 

 Collect information using a variety of multi-media resources, (e.g., books, interviews, and technology).   

 Take notes in preparation for the discussion  outlines, paraphrase, jots). 

 Activate prior knowledge and experiences to extend the topic. 

 Use relevant information to engage in discussion. 
  

4.1.b  Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles. 
 Collaborate with peers to create rules to ensure respectful group discussions.  

 Identify and define roles for participants in discussions. 

 Participate in group discussions on a variety of topics. 

 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when speaking. 
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4.1.c  Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify or follow up on information, and make comments that 
contribute to the discussion and link to remarks of theirs. 
 Remain on topic with appropriate questions and comments. 

 Use linking phrases to connect comments while staying on topic. 

 During/after discussion, confirm, dispute, and/or change ideas on the topic. 

 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when speaking. 
 

4.1.d  Review the key ideas expressed and explain their own ideas and understanding in light of the discussion. 
 Listen to identify topic and key ideas of speakers. 

 Express an opinion based on experiences, prior knowledge of the topic, and the information presented. 

 Use appropriate non-verbal techniques to enhance communication, (e.g., posture, eye-contact, facial expressions, gestures). 

 Speak at an appropriate rate, volume, and tone. 
 

4.1.e  Seek to understand and communicate with individuals with different perspectives and cultural 
backgrounds. 
 Demonstrate an understanding of different perspectives and cultural backgrounds (i.e., vegetarians, children with special 

needs, students with various family unites. ENL students). 
 

Benchmarks: 
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CLUSTER: COMPREHENSION AND COLLABORATION 
Anchor Standard 2:  Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including 
visually, quantitatively, and orally.  
SL 4.2:  Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and formats, 
including visually, quantitatively, and orally. 

Essential Skills:  
 

 Identify the main idea and supporting details in text or information presented in diverse media and formats, including 
visually, quantitatively, and orally. 
 

 Restate the main idea and key details of a text in other words for clarification. (Use storyboards, word cues, skits, think-pair-
share.) 

 

 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when speaking.  
 

Benchmarks: 
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CLUSTER: COMPREHENSION AND COLLABORATION 
Anchor Standard 3:  Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric.  

SL 4.3:  Identify the reasons and evidence a speaker provides to support particular points.     
Essential Skills:  
 

 Demonstrate active listening. 
 

 Take notes, and record information in a variety of formats (post-it notes, index cards, journals, graphic organizers) as needed, 
including technology. 

 

 Determine the main idea of a text, and explain how it is supported by key details.  
 

 Explain how a speaker uses reasons and evidence to support particular points.   (Guest speakers, student presenters, 
community experts, assemblies, school programs, field trips.) 

 

 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when speaking.  
 

 

Benchmarks: 
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CLUSTER: PRESENTATION OF KNOWLEDGE AND IDEAS 
Anchor Standard 4:  Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow 
the line of reasoning and the organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and 
audience.  
SL 4.4:  Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized manner, using 
appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes; speak clearly at an 
understandable pace.  

Essential Skills: 
 

 Select method of presentation, including print, online blog, and multimedia (powerpoint) sources, with appropriate facts 
and relevant descriptive details about the topic.   

 

 Gather relevant information to create new understandings and knowledge related to the topic being presented.  
 

 With guidance, edit/review/revise/practice the presentation of the information  being presented. 
 

 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when speaking. 
 

 Use appropriate non-verbal techniques to enhance communication, (e.g., posture, eye-contact, facial expressions, 
gestures). 

 

 Speak at an appropriate rate, volume, and tone. 
 

Benchmarks: 
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CLUSTER: PRESENTATION OF KNOWLEDGE AND IDEAS 
Anchor Standard 5:  Make strategic use of digital media and visual displays of data to express 
information and enhance understanding of presentations.  
SL 4.5:  Add audio recordings and visual displays to presentations when appropriate to enhance the 
development of main ideas or themes. 

Essential Skills:  
 

 With guidance, create, organize, and display information in a variety of formats, including the use of technology.  
 

 Share information in an appropriate format for written, oral, sound, and/or visual presentations. 
 

 Differentiate media types for audience, environment, and purpose of presentations. 
 

 With guidance, edit/review/revise/practice the presentation of the information product.  
 

 Demonstrate social and ethical behaviors when using technology. 
 

Benchmarks: 
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CLUSTER: PRESENTATION OF KNOWLEDGE AND IDEAS 
Anchor Standard 6:  Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, demonstrating 
command of formal English when indicated or appropriate.   
SL 4.6:  Differentiate between contexts that call for formal English (e.g., presenting ideas) and situations where 
informal discourse is appropriate (e.g., small-group discussion); use formal English when appropriate to task 
and situation 
Essential Skills:  
 

 Differentiate between formal and informal English.  
 

 Recognize and speak appropriately for audience, environment, and purpose. 
 

 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when speaking.  
 

 Use appropriate non-verbal techniques to enhance communication, (e.g., posture, eye-contact, facial expressions, gestures). 
 

 Speak at an appropriate rate, volume, and tone. 
 

Benchmarks: 

 

 


