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BACKGROUND 

 
In 2004, the Department of Planning, Innovation, and 

Accountability designed a longitudinal tracking schedule for 

students in all academies and advanced academic programs as 

part of the Academy and Advanced Academic Programs 

Longitudinal Study. Elements of the longitudinal study include 

conducting exit surveys of students enrolled in the programs 

when students reach the final year of academy enrollment and 

administering periodic follow-up surveys to high school academy 

students following high school graduation. The purpose of this 

research brief is to provide stakeholders with a summary of 

each program’s survey results regarding the impact on students’ 

educational and employment experiences, as well as the 

perceived overall impact of the program. This research brief 

includes results from students graduating from high school and 

then one, two, four, and six years after high school graduation. 

Data collected from multiple student cohorts are included. 

Summer 2015 was the eleventh year in which exit surveys were 

administered to cohorts of students and the ninth year in which 

postgraduation surveys were administered. While the 

longitudinal study encompasses all academies and advanced 

academic programs at the elementary, middle, and high school 

levels, this research brief focuses on survey data from the high 

school programs only.1  Due to certain programs being in 

operation longer than others, some programs (e.g., International 

Baccalaureate [IB]) have survey data from more cohorts of 

students than other programs (e.g., Global Studies & World 

Languages).  To examine patterns of results over multiple 

cohorts and multiple years, ranges of survey results are 

presented for each program based on the lowest and highest 

response percentages for all cohorts included in the analysis. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                
1 Longitudinal study results for the elementary and middle school programs are available from the Department of Planning, Innovation, and Accountability upon request.  
Each school housing an academy or advanced academic program, as well as the Department of Teaching and Learning, is also provided with a summary report of each 
program’s specific results for the purpose of continuous improvement.  
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ABSTRACT 
 
In 2004, a longitudinal study of the academies and 

advanced academic programs was designed to study 

the impact of enrollment in the programs. One 

primary component of the study includes conducting 

exit surveys of students in the last grade level of the 

programs and administering follow-up surveys to 

former program students one, two, four, and six years 

after high school graduation. Data from 2005 through 

2015 graduates are presented in this report to 

examine patterns of results among multiple cohorts of 

students. Data relating to three main areas were 

examined: impact of programs on educational 

experiences, impact of programs on employment 

experiences, and overall impact of the program. While 

patterns of results varied to some extent based on the 

cohort of students responding to the surveys and the 

program in which they were enrolled, results regarding 

the impact of the programs on educational and 

employment experiences and the overall impact of the 

programs were positive.  Overall, students indicated 

that they were well prepared to continue their 

education, that the programs influenced their career 

decisions, and that their experiences in the programs 

provided a solid foundation from which to pursue their 

goals.   
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SURVEY DATA COLLECTION 
 

Exit Surveys 

 

The most recent exit surveys were administered online in June 2015 to seven cohorts of seniors in the high school 

programs. Each exit survey was based on the program’s specific goals and objectives from the original program proposal. 

As a result, the content of some survey questions was unique to each program. However, some survey items were 

asked of students in all programs, and results from several common exit survey items are presented in this research 

brief.   

 

Postgraduation Surveys 

 

In addition to the exit surveys, former academy students who graduated from the programs receive postgraduation 

surveys one, two, four, and six years after graduating. Postgraduation surveys were scheduled for four cohorts of 

students with the exception of the IB Diploma Program. Postgraduation surveys for the IB Diploma Program students 

were scheduled for an additional three cohorts due to the implementation of the Middle Years Program (MYP) in grades 

nine and ten during 2005-2006.   

 

For students who provided their email address on surveys in prior years, the follow-up surveys were administered 

online by sending an email message with a link to the survey. Students without a valid email address or those who did 

not respond to the online survey invitation received a survey through the postal mail. Postgraduation surveys were 

based on the programs’ specific goals and objectives and focused on the programs’ impact on students’ decisions 

following high school as well as their level of preparation for their education and employment. As with the exit surveys, 

the content of some postgraduation survey questions was unique to each program, but other items were applicable for 

all programs. Results from several common items are presented in this research brief.  

 

Cohorts Represented in Survey Results 

 

Table 1 provides the number of cohorts that are represented in each program’s results, as well as the years the cohorts 

graduated from high school. Data for multiple cohorts are presented in an effort to provide an overall view of each 

program’s effectiveness that is not dependent on only one cohort of students.  Exit survey results for the four most 

recent graduating cohorts are presented (e.g., 2012 through 2015 graduates) in order to focus on the most recent data 

reflecting the programs’ effectiveness.  Because of lower response rates for the postgraduation surveys due to students 

no longer attending Virginia Beach City Public Schools (VBCPS), data from all cohorts of students who responded to 

postgraduation surveys are included in this brief.  As shown in Table 1, data presented in this research brief include exit 

survey data collected from 2012 through 2015 and postgraduation survey data collected from 2006 through 2015. 

 
Table 1:  Number of Cohorts Represented in Survey Results for Each Academy and High School Graduation Years 

Academy and Advanced 

Academic Programs 

Exit  

Survey 

Follow-Up 

Survey 

(1 Year After 

High School) 

Follow-Up 

Survey 

(2 Years After 

High School) 

Follow-Up 

Survey 

(4 Years After 

High School) 

Follow-Up 

Survey 

(6 Years After 

High School) 

IB Diploma Program* 
4 

(2012-2015) 

7 

(2005-2011) 

7 

(2005-2011) 

7 

(2005-2011) 

5 

(2005-2009) 

Mathematics and Science* 
4 

(2012-2015) 

4 

(2005-2008) 

4 

(2005-2008) 

4 

(2005-2008) 

4 

(2005-2008) 

Technology 
4 

(2012-2015) 

4 

(2005-2008) 

4 

(2005-2008) 

4 

(2005-2008) 

4 

(2005-2008) 

Health Sciences 
4 

(2012-2015) 

4 

(2006-2009) 

4 

(2006-2009) 

4 

(2006-2009) 

4 

(2006-2009) 

Legal Studies 
4 

(2012-2015) 

4 

(2006-2009) 

4 

(2006-2009) 

4 

(2006-2009) 

4 

(2006-2009) 

Visual & Performing Arts 
4 

(2012-2015) 

4 

(2008-2011) 

4 

(2008-2011) 

4 

(2008-2011) 

2 

(2008-2009) 

Global Studies & World Languages 
4 

(2012-2015) 

4 

(2009-2012) 

4 

(2009-2012) 

3 

(2009-2011) 

1 

(2009) 

*Advanced academic program. 
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Survey Response Rates 

 

Response rates for the exit surveys are typically high due to students completing the surveys while they are enrolled in 

VBCPS. Exit survey results in 2015 were based on 66 to 107 students depending on the program. The range of exit 

survey response rates for each program’s four most recent cohorts is included in Table 2. Response rates for 

postgraduation surveys one, two, four, and six years after high school are lower. Because the results from the 

postgraduation surveys are based on relatively small numbers of respondents (8 to 39 in 2015 depending on the 

program and cohort), results may be more likely to fluctuate from year to year.  

 
Table 2:  Range of Cohort Survey Response Rates 

Academy and Advanced 

Academic Programs 

Exit 

Survey 

Follow-Up 

Survey #1 

(1 Year After 

High School) 

Follow-Up 

Survey #2 

(2 Years After 

High School) 

Follow-Up 

Survey #4 

(4 Years After 

High School) 

Follow-Up 

Survey #6 

(6 Years After 

High School) 

IB Diploma Program* 90%-96% 34%-58% 29%-58% 33%-50% 32%-48% 

Mathematics and Science* 87%-96% 39%-44% 27%-44% 24%-48% 31%-44% 

Technology 99%-100% 24%-29% 15%-28% 18%-23% 15%-25% 

Health Sciences 84%-93% 20%-43% 25%-38% 19%-33% 19%-35% 

Legal Studies 93%-100% 31%-40% 19%-42% 23%-30% 24%-32% 

Visual & Performing Arts 92%-96% 24%-36% 18%-22% 14%-27% 18%-19% 

Global Studies & World Languages 45%-97% 19%-32% 19%-36% 18%-28% 25% 

Note: The range of survey response rates in this table for exit surveys represent the four most recent cohorts and represent one to seven cohorts for the 
postgraduation surveys depending on the program. 

  *Advanced academic program. 
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SURVEY RESULTS BY PROGRAM 
 

International Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma Program 

 

The International Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma Program operates at Princess 

Anne High School and provides “students an advanced, comprehensive 

program of international study, offering an integrated approach to learning 

across the disciplines.”2  Students take a variety of rigorous courses that 

emphasize critical thinking. In IB classes, students are exposed to a variety of 

international perspectives with differing points of view in order to value 

cultural differences and promote global responsibility. 

 

Exit Survey Results 

 

Figure 1 represents the results from the exit surveys administered to the 

four most recent cohorts to have completed the IB Diploma Program.  

Over the last four years, at least 96 percent of graduates agreed they were 

academically challenged in the program. A majority of the program 

participants (84%-91%) agreed that they had opportunities they would not 

otherwise have had because of the program.  At least 80 percent of 

students indicated that the program helped them make decisions about their 

future education and employment, while almost all participants (99%-100%) 

agreed that the program prepared them to continue education.  

Additionally, over the last four cohorts, 93 to 99 percent of graduates 

indicated that they earned college credits while in the program. 

 

 

Students exiting the program upon graduation were also questioned about 

their program experience.  Respondents to the exit surveys agreed that the 

program had met their expectations (90%-96%).  A majority of respondents 

in each of the most recent four years (81%-86%) would reenroll in the 

program if they were starting high school over.  Furthermore, 90 to 94 

percent of respondents agreed that they would recommend the program to 

peers who were interested in the program’s focus areas. 

 

                                                
2 Source: http://www.vbschools.com/curriculum/advanced_academic/ib_program.asp 
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Figure 1:  IB Diploma Program Exit Survey Results 2012-2015
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From the 
students: 
 

“As a result of the IB diploma 
program, I have become not only a 
strong college applicant, but also a 
better-prepared global citizen and 
much more mindful of differing 
viewpoints and the impact that 
environment has on an individual's 
perspectives.” 
 
“I was challenged academically 
throughout my high school career, 
and I believe that the choice of 
advanced classes helped me get into 
colleges.  I also have learned a more 
global perspective that has made me 
more curious about learning from a 
global approach in the future.” 
 
“The emphasis placed on community 
service helped me gain an 
appreciation for service and see the 
similarities through all the 
differences. I encountered eye opening 
experiences that I would not have 
had without this new awareness of 
service.” 
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Education-Related Postgraduation Survey Results 

 

Academy graduates’ survey results after high school 

regarding education are displayed in Table 3.  Students 

involved in the IB Diploma Program agreed that they were 

better prepared for college than their peers (83%-100%).  

At least 93 percent of respondents at each survey period 

agreed that the program prepared them to be successful in 

college. A majority (81%-94%) of respondents who 

completed the survey four years after high school agreed 

that the program influenced their educational decisions, 

and 77 to 92 percent of respondents had completed their 

undergraduate course work four years after high school 

graduation. Almost all (97%-100%) of the students who 

completed the survey six years after high school indicated 

that they earned an undergraduate degree or higher. 

  

 

Career-Related Postgraduation Survey Results 

 

Table 4 displays participants’ survey responses regarding 

career-oriented questions. When former students were 

asked about the impact of the program on their career 

four years after high school graduation, a majority of 

students (52%-79%) agreed that the program influenced 

their career decisions.  Of employed respondents six years 

after high school, 56 to 85 percent indicated they were 

employed full-time.  At least 50 percent of respondents 

surveyed six years after high school indicated their job was 

related to their experience in the program.   

 

Overall Impact  

 

Students responding to the survey one year after 

graduation agreed (92%-100%) that the program had 

provided them with a solid foundation to pursue their 

goals in their education and career.  At least 90 percent of 

the respondents to the survey six years after graduation 

agreed that the program had “Some Impact” or a “Large 

Impact” on where they were with their education or 

career. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Table 3:  Perception of Preparation for Higher Education 

Survey Item Survey Type 
% of 

Respondents* 

Better prepared for 

college than peers 

Yr. 1 Postgrad 83%-97% 

Yr. 2 Postgrad 88%-100% 

Prepared to be successful 

in college and educational 

endeavors 

Yr. 1 Postgrad 94%-100% 

Yr. 2 Postgrad 93%-100% 

Yr. 4 Postgrad 96%-100% 

Yr. 6 Postgrad** 94%-100% 

College major influenced 

by experience in program 

Yr. 1 Postgrad 45%-88% 

Yr. 2 Postgrad 68%-90% 

Yr. 4 Postgrad 70%-85% 

Yr. 6 Postgrad** 71%-81% 

Program influenced 

decisions 
Yr. 4 Postgrad 81%-94% 

Earned undergraduate 

degree 
Yr. 4 Postgrad 77%-92% 

Earned undergraduate 

degree or higher 
Yr. 6 Postgrad 97%-100% 

*Ranges based on responses from 2005-2011 graduates. 
**Based on college graduates. Table 4:  Perception of Preparation for Career 

Survey Item Survey Type 
% of 

Respondents* 

Prepared for employment 

and career success 

Yr. 1 Postgrad 25%-49% 

Yr. 2 Postgrad 41%-68% 

Yr. 4 Postgrad 69%-90% 

Yr. 6 Postgrad** 83%-100% 

Program influenced career 

decisions 
Yr. 4 Postgrad 52%-79% 

Employed full-time or in 

military (of those 

employed) 

Yr. 4 Postgrad 48%-71% 

Yr. 6 Postgrad 56%-85% 

Job related to program 

experience 

Yr. 1 Postgrad 11%-37% 

Yr. 2 Postgrad 23%-48% 

Yr. 4 Postgrad 31%-73% 

Yr. 6 Postgrad** 50%-78% 

Employed in Hampton 

Roads 
Yr. 6 Postgrad** 

2005 Grads: 12% 

2006 Grads: 50% 

2007 Grads: 30% 

2008 Grads: 14% 

2009 Grads: 39% 

Salary range (most 

prevalent) 
Yr. 6 Postgrad** 

2005 Grads:  

Up to $19,999  

(41%) 

2006 Grads: 

Above $59,999 

(33%) 

2007 Grads:  

$30,000-$39,999 

(40%) 

2008 Grads: 

Above $59,999 

(32%) 

2009 Grads: 

$30,000-$39,999 

(33%) 
*Ranges based on responses from 2005-2011 graduates. 
**Of respondents working within, rather than outside, their chosen career field. 
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Mathematics & Science Academy 

 

The Mathematics & Science Academy operates at Ocean Lakes High School 

and provides rigorous math and science classes infused with technology. 

The program was “designed for academically motivated and dedicated 

students. With this in mind, scientists, professors, community members, and 

educators created a challenging experience mirroring comparable 

competitive mathematics and science academy programs in the nation.”3 

 

Exit Survey Results 

 

Figure 2 represents the results from the exit surveys administered to the 

four most recent cohorts to have completed the academy.  Over the last 

four years, at least 96 percent of graduates agreed they were academically 

challenged in the program. A majority of the program participants         

(92%-96%) agreed that they had opportunities they would not otherwise 

have had because of the program.  At least 90 percent of students indicated 

that the program helped them make decisions about their future education 

and employment, while a majority of participants (92%-94%) agreed that the 

program prepared them to continue their education.  Over the last four 

cohorts, 94 to 98 percent of graduates indicated that they earned college 

credits while in the program. 

 

 

High percentages of academy graduates also agreed (92%-97%) that the 

academy experience had met their expectations.  Of the exit survey 

respondents from the last four cohorts, 77 to 94 percent would reenroll in 

the program if given the chance to do so. Additionally, 93 to 99 percent of 

respondents indicated that they would recommend the program to peers 

who were interested in math and science. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

                                                
3 Source: http://www.vbschools.com/curriculum/advanced_academic/ms_program.asp 

 
 

From the 
students: 
 

“The academy gave me an academic 
community, a place where like-
minded scholars can discuss issues of 
actual importance. This environment 
was critical to my success as a 
student and, in my opinion, a 
necessary aspect for any future 
student looking to expand his or her 
education.” 
 
“I gained experience with materials 
and assignments similar to what I 
will be experiencing in college and 
future careers. I also was challenged 
with rigorous classes that have helped 
me grow as a student and learn the 
importance of working hard.” 
 
I was encouraged to think critically, 
and I was surrounded by teachers 
and peers that were very encouraging 
and insightful.  From this, I gained 
interpersonal skills and the ability to 
reflect on my weaknesses and look 
for areas of growth.” 
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Figure 2:  Math & Science Academy Exit Survey Results 2012-2015
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Education-Related Postgraduation Survey Results 

 

Academy graduates’ survey results regarding education are 

displayed in Table 5. Students who have completed the 

Math and Science Academy agreed (71%-92%) that they 

were better prepared for college than their peers. At least 

85 percent of respondents at each survey period agreed 

that the academy prepared them to be successful in 

college. Four years after high school, at least 78 percent 

reported that the program influenced their educational 

decisions. A majority of respondents who completed the 

survey four years after high school indicated that they 

earned an undergraduate degree (71%-95%), and a 

majority (95%-100%) of students who completed the 

survey six years after high school reported earning an 

undergraduate degree or higher. 

 

Career-Related Postgraduation Survey Results 

 

Table 6 displays participants’ responses regarding                 

career-oriented questions. The majority of respondents 

four years after high school agreed that the program 

influenced their decisions about their career (70%-86%). 

Six years after graduating from the academy, at least 73 

percent of employed respondents worked full-time. At 

least 75 percent of students who completed the survey six 

years after graduating indicated that their job was related 

to their experience in the program.   

 

Overall Impact  

 

Students responding to the survey one year after 

graduation agreed (90%-98%) that the program had 

provided them with a solid foundation to pursue their 

goals in their education and career. At least 92 percent of 

the respondents to the survey six years after graduation 

agreed that the program had “Some Impact” or a “Large 

Impact” on where they were with their education or 

career.” 

 

 

  

 

Table 5:  Perception of Preparation for Higher Education 

Survey Item Survey Type 
% of 

Respondents* 

Better prepared for 

college than peers 

Yr. 1 Postgrad 82%-92% 

Yr. 2 Postgrad 71%-84% 

Prepared to be successful 

in college and educational 

endeavors 

Yr. 1 Postgrad 92%-97% 

Yr. 2 Postgrad 85%-97% 

Yr. 4 Postgrad 97%-100% 

Yr. 6 Postgrad** 94%-97% 

Prepared for college 

course work in math and 

science 

Yr. 1 Postgrad 
Math: 82%-91% 

Science: 84%-94% 

Yr. 2 Postgrad 
Math: 74%-94% 

Science: 82%-100% 

Yr. 4 Postgrad 
Math: 90%-95% 

Science: 90%-98% 

Yr. 6 Postgrad** 
Math: 83%-97% 

Science: 91%-100% 

College major is related 

to experience in program 

Yr. 1 Postgrad 76%-92% 

Yr. 2 Postgrad 61%-96% 

Yr. 4 Postgrad 80%-100% 

Yr. 6 Postgrad** 76%-93% 

Program influenced 

decisions 
Yr. 4 Postgrad 78%-100% 

Earned undergraduate 

degree 
Yr. 4 Postgrad 71%-95% 

Earned undergraduate 

degree or higher 
Yr. 6 Postgrad 95%-100% 

*Ranges based on responses from 2005-2008 graduates. 
**Based on college graduates. 

Table 6:  Perception of Preparation for Career 

Survey Item Survey Type 
% of 

Respondents* 

Prepared for employment 

and career success 

Yr. 1 Postgrad 16%-51% 

Yr. 2 Postgrad 45%-67% 

Yr. 4 Postgrad 77%-94% 

Yr. 6 Postgrad** 86%-100% 

Program influenced career 

decisions 
Yr. 4 Postgrad 70%-86% 

Employed full-time or in 

military (of those 

employed) 

Yr. 4 Postgrad 47%-80% 

Yr. 6 Postgrad 73%-91% 

Job related to program 

experience 

Yr. 1 Postgrad 16%-38% 

Yr. 2 Postgrad 34%-61% 

Yr. 4 Postgrad 50%-68% 

Yr. 6 Postgrad** 75%-95% 

Employed in Hampton 

Roads 
Yr. 6 Postgrad** 

2005 Grads: 33% 

2006 Grads: 36% 

2007 Grads: 35% 

2008 Grads: 24% 

Salary range (most 

prevalent)  
Yr. 6 Postgrad** 

2005 Grads: 

Above $59,999 

(33%) 

2006 Grads: 

Above $59,999 

(27%) 

2007 Grads:  

Up to $19,999 

(27%) 

2008 Grads: 

Above $59,999 

(29%) 
*Ranges based on responses from 2005-2008 graduates. 

**Of respondents working within, rather than outside, their chosen career 
field. 
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Technology Academy 

 

The Technology Academy operates at Landstown High School and provides 

curriculum and instruction for students with an interest in technology.  

When attending the academy, students enroll in core academic classes as 

well as elective technology courses.  Students choose one of three career 

strands: Information Technology, Engineering Technology, and 

Entrepreneurship Technology.  “Students have multiple opportunities for 

taking advanced courses, participating in the dual enrollment program with 

Tidewater Community College, and sampling special programs featuring 

mentorships and internships.”4 

 

Exit Survey Results 

 

Figure 3 represents the results from the exit surveys administered to the 

four most recent cohorts to have completed the Technology Academy.  

Over the last four years, at least 68 percent of graduates agreed they were 

academically challenged in the program. A majority of the program 

participants (76%-86%) agreed that they had opportunities they would not 

otherwise have had because of the program.  At least 89 percent of 

students indicated that the program helped them make decisions about 

their future education and employment, while a majority of participants 

(76%-86%) agreed that the program prepared them to continue their 

education.  Over the last four cohorts, 68 to 81 percent of graduates 

indicated that they earned college credits while in the program. 
 

 

Respondents to the exit survey agreed (66%-86%) that the program had 

met their expectations.  A majority of respondents in the last four cohorts 

(75%-91%) agreed that they would reenroll in the program if given the 

opportunity.  Furthermore, 81 to 97 percent of respondents agreed that 

they would recommend the academy to others who were interested in 

technology. 

 
 

 

                                                
4 Source: http://www.vbschools.com/curriculum/academyprog/ta_acad.asp 

 
 

From the 
students: 
 
“Though I've chosen to go through 
with the robotics strand of the 
academy, I was exposed to quite a 
few other fields while at Landstown.  
With this exposure, I gained 
knowledge on what major I would 
really like to pursue in college…” 
 
“Apart from two industry 
certifications, I have gained valuable 
communication skills that will 
greatly benefit me in the future. I 
have also learned how to present 
myself in a professional manor.” 
 
“Opportunities and skills in 
technological fields that I would not 
have had had I attended a different 
school.” 
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Figure 3: Technology Academy Exit Survey Results 2012-2015
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Education-Related Postgraduation Survey Results 

 

Academy graduates’ survey results regarding education are 

displayed in Table 7. Students who completed the 

Technology Academy agreed (66%-81%) that they were 

better prepared for college than their peers, and at least 

71 percent agreed that the academy prepared them to be 

successful in college.  Four years after high school, at least 

71 percent reported that the program influenced their 

educational decisions.  At least 41 percent of respondents 

who completed the survey four years after high school 

indicated that they earned an undergraduate degree, and 

at least 65 percent who completed the survey six years 

after high school reported earning an undergraduate 

degree or higher. 

 

Career-Related Postgraduation Survey Results 

 

Table 8 displays participants’ survey responses regarding 

career-oriented questions. Respondents to surveys four 

years after graduation agreed (69%-93%) that the program 

influenced decisions about their career. Six years after 

graduating from the academy, 65 to 95 percent of 

employed respondents worked full-time.  At least 80 

percent of students who completed the survey six years 

after high school indicated that their job was related to 

their experience in the program.   

 

Overall Impact 

 

Students responding to the survey one year after 

graduation agreed (72%-86%) that the program had 

provided them with a solid foundation to pursue their goals 

in their education and career.  At least 65 percent of the 

respondents to the survey six years after graduation agreed 

that the program had “Some Impact” or a “Large Impact” 

on where they were with their education or career. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Table 7:  Perception of Preparation for Higher Education 

Survey Item Survey Type 
% of 

Respondents* 

Better prepared for college 

than peers 

Yr. 1 Postgrad 67%-81% 

Yr. 2 Postgrad 66%-79% 

Prepared to be successful in 
college and educational 

endeavors 

Yr. 1 Postgrad 71%-88% 

Yr. 2 Postgrad 73%-86% 

Yr. 4 Postgrad 79%-100% 

Yr. 6 Postgrad** 80%-90% 

Prepared for college course 

work in technology 

Yr. 1 Postgrad 63%-80% 

Yr. 2 Postgrad 67%-77% 

Yr. 4 Postgrad 79%-92% 

Yr. 6 Postgrad** 75%-88% 

College major is related to 

experience in program 

Yr. 1 Postgrad 62%-84% 

Yr. 2 Postgrad 59%-95% 

Yr. 4 Postgrad 63%-94% 

Yr. 6 Postgrad** 50%-94% 

Program influenced 

decisions 
Yr. 4 Postgrad 71%-93% 

Earned undergraduate 

degree 
Yr. 4 Postgrad 41%-80% 

Earned undergraduate 

degree or higher 
Yr. 6 Postgrad 65%-85% 

*Ranges based on responses from 2005-2008 graduates. 

**Based on college graduates. 

Table 8:  Perception of Preparation for Career 

Survey Item Survey Type 
% of 

Respondents* 

Prepared for employment 

and career success 

Yr. 1 Postgrad 53%-77% 

Yr. 2 Postgrad 56%-75% 

Yr. 4 Postgrad 65%-100% 

Yr. 6 Postgrad** 73%-100% 

Program influenced career 

decisions 
Yr. 4 Postgrad 69%-93% 

Employed full-time or in 

military (of those 

employed) 

Yr. 4 Postgrad 54%-73% 

Yr. 6 Postgrad 65%-95% 

Job related to program 

experience 

Yr. 1 Postgrad 34%-71% 

Yr. 2 Postgrad 36%-56% 

Yr. 4 Postgrad 53%-86% 

Yr. 6 Postgrad** 80%-87% 

Employed in Hampton 

Roads 
Yr. 6 Postgrad** 

2005 Grads: 40% 

2006 Grads: 57% 

2007 Grads: 33% 

2008 Grads: 18% 

Salary range (most 

prevalent) 
Yr. 6 Postgrad** 

2005 Grads: 

$40,000-$49,999 

(40%) 

2006 Grads: 

$30,000-$39,999 

(29%);  

$50,000-$59,999 

(29%) 

2007 Grads: 

Above $59,999 

(27%) 

2008 Grads: 

Above $59,999 

(36%) 
*Ranges based on responses from 2005-2008 graduates. 

**Of respondents working within, rather than outside, their chosen career   
field. 
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Health Sciences Academy 

 

The Health Sciences Academy operates at Bayside High School and focuses 

on the medical sciences.  Academy students may pursue goals of 

postsecondary education at colleges, universities, or the community college 

level. In either plan of study, students receive a solid foundation in the core 

subjects. “A major learning component of the program is the opportunity 

for students to attain practical experience in the medical field.”5 

 

Exit Survey Results 

 

Figure 4 represents the results from the exit surveys administered to the 

four most recent cohorts to have completed the Health Sciences Academy.  

Over the last four years, at least 92 percent of graduates agreed they were 

academically challenged in the program. Almost all graduates of the 

academy (96%-99%) agreed that they had opportunities they would not 

otherwise have had because of the program.  At least 96 percent of 

students indicated that the program helped them make decisions about 

their future education and employment, while a majority of participants 

(88%-94%) agreed that the program prepared them to continue their 

education. Over the last four cohorts, 84 to 92 percent of graduates 

indicated that they earned college credits while in the program. 

 

 

After graduating from the academy, 84 to 94 percent of respondents 

indicated that the program had met their expectations.  Of those graduates 

surveyed over the last four years, 84 to 90 percent would reenroll in the 

program if given the opportunity to do so.  A large majority (95%-100%) of 

the respondents would recommend the program to peers who were 

interested in a career or education in the health sciences field. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

                                                
5 Source:  http://www.vbschools.com/curriculum/academyprog/hs_acad.asp 
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Figure 4:  Health Science Academy Exit Survey Results 2012-2015
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From the 
students: 
 
“I had the chance to really see what 
it took to enter the medical field. It 
gave me time and exposure so I could 
decide if this was really what I 
wanted, and if I did want to go on 
as a medical student, I do believe it 
would help me.” 
 
“I'm more aware of the medical 
world, such as procedures, 
professions, and news revolving 
around medicine. I have a more in 
depth understanding of biology and 
other sciences than most people my 
age, and even some adults.” 
 
“I think I've gained more knowledge 
about the medical field along with 
medicine in general. I've gained 
leadership skills, interpersonal skills, 
and an overall understanding of 
what I want to do with my life.” 
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Education-Related Postgraduation Survey Results 

 

Academy graduates’ survey results regarding education are 

displayed in Table 9. Students involved in the Health 

Sciences Academy agreed that they were better prepared 

for college than their peers (64%-96%). At least 86 percent 

of respondents at each survey period agreed that the 

program prepared them to be successful in college.  Most 

respondents (94%-96%) who completed the survey four 

years after graduation agreed that the program influenced 

their educational decisions. At least 48 percent of 

respondents had completed their undergraduate course 

work four years after high school graduation, and at least 

78 percent completed undergraduate or higher degrees 

six years after high school. 

 

 

Career-Related Postgraduation Survey Results 

 

Table 10 displays participants’ survey responses regarding  

career-oriented questions. A majority of respondents to 

the survey four years after high school agreed (80%-91%) 

that the program influenced decisions about their career.  

Of employed respondents six years after high school, 62 to 

89 percent were employed full-time.  At least 65 percent 

of students who completed the survey six years after high 

school indicated that their job was related to their 

experience in the program.   

 

Overall Impact 

 

Students responding to the survey one year after 

graduation agreed (83%-96%) that the program had 

provided them with a solid foundation to pursue their 

goals in their education and career.  At least 67 percent of 

the respondents to the survey six years after graduation 

agreed that the program had “Some Impact” or a “Large 

Impact” on where they were with their education or 

career. 

 

 

  

 

Table 9:  Perception of Preparation for Higher Education 

Survey Item Survey Type 
% of 

Respondents* 

Better prepared for college 

than peers 

Yr. 1 Postgrad 64%-96% 

Yr. 2 Postgrad 75%-85% 

Prepared to be successful in 

college and educational 

endeavors 

Yr. 1 Postgrad 92%-97% 

Yr. 2 Postgrad 91%-100% 

Yr. 4 Postgrad 90%-96% 

Yr. 6 Postgrad** 86%-100% 

Prepared for college course 

work in health sciences 

Yr. 1 Postgrad 67%-91% 

Yr. 2 Postgrad 86%-96% 

Yr. 4 Postgrad 81%-94% 

Yr. 6 Postgrad** 100% 

College major is related to 

experience in program 

Yr. 1 Postgrad 67%-90% 

Yr. 2 Postgrad 66%-79% 

Yr. 4 Postgrad 63%-92% 

Yr. 6 Postgrad** 65%-80% 

Program influenced 

decisions 
Yr. 4 Postgrad 94%-96% 

Earned undergraduate 

degree 
Yr. 4 Postgrad 48%-76% 

Earned undergraduate 
degree or higher 

Yr. 6 Postgrad 78%-94% 

*Ranges based on responses from 2006-2009 graduates. 
**Based on college graduates. 

Table 10:  Perception of Preparation for Career 

Survey Item Survey Type 
% of 

Respondents* 

Prepared for employment 

and career success 

Yr. 1 Postgrad 27%-52% 

Yr. 2 Postgrad 34%-51% 

Yr. 4 Postgrad 67%-85% 

Yr. 6 Postgrad** 86%-100% 

Program influenced career 

decisions 
Yr. 4 Postgrad 80%-91% 

Employed full-time or in 

military (of those 

employed) 

Yr. 4 Postgrad 23%-62% 

Yr. 6 Postgrad 62%-89% 

Job related to program 

experience 

Yr. 1 Postgrad 17%-36% 

Yr. 2 Postgrad 19%-50% 

Yr. 4 Postgrad 31%-60% 

Yr. 6 Postgrad** 65%-86% 

Employed in Hampton 

Roads 
Yr. 6 Postgrad** 

2006 Grads: 86% 

2007 Grads: 71% 

2008 Grads: 71% 

2009 Grads: 29% 

Salary range (most 

prevalent) 
Yr. 6 Postgrad** 

2006 Grads: 

$20,000-$29,999 

(29%); 

$40,000-$49,999 

(29%) 

2007 Grads: 

Up to $19,999 

(57%) 

2008 Grads: 

$20,000-$29,999 

(36%) 

2009 Grads: 

$20,000-$29,999; 

$40,000-$49,999; 

Above $59,999 

(29%) 
*Ranges based on responses from 2006-2009 graduates. 
**Of respondents working within, rather than outside, their chosen career 
field. 
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Legal Studies Academy 

 
The Legal Studies Academy operates at First Colonial High School and 

provides students who are interested in the law opportunities to extend 

their knowledge.  Students are given the chance to experience law-related 

fields and to understand legal and ethical issues.  “The academy offers 

students the opportunity to embrace not only an academic curriculum that 

will prepare them for postsecondary education, but also will allow them 

career exploration within the area of legal studies.”6 

 
Exit Survey Results 

 
Figure 5 represents the results from the exit surveys administered to the 

four most recent cohorts to have completed the Legal Studies Academy.  

Over the last four years, at least 90 percent of graduates agreed they were 

academically challenged in the program. Almost all graduates of the 

academy (96%-100%) agreed that they had opportunities they would not 

otherwise have had because of the program.  A majority (88%-97%) of 

students indicated that the program helped them make decisions about 

their future education and employment. At least 67 percent of participants 

agreed that the program prepared them to continue their education.  Over 

the last four cohorts, 72 to 78 percent of graduates indicated that they 

earned college credits while in the program. 

 

 

A majority (85%-98%) of respondents agreed that the academy program had 

met their expectations.  In addition, 88 to 91 percent of respondents would 

reenroll in the program if they had the opportunity to do so.  A majority 

(94%-100%) of the respondents agreed that they would recommend the 

academy to peers who were interested in legal studies. 

 

 

  

                                                
6 Source: http://www.vbschools.com/curriculum/academyprog/ls_acad.asp 
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Figure 5:  Legal Studies Academy Exit Survey Results 2012-2015
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From the 
students: 
 
“By being a part of the Legal 
Studies Academy, I have been able 
to become a well informed citizen 
and someone who is prepared to 
address the world. Through our 
work here, we have learned how to 
advocate for what we believe in, write 
professionally, and form an argument 
that can be best accepted by 
professionals and normal members of 
the community….” 
 
“I gained a deeper understanding for 
law, and I now know what I want 
to accomplish after graduation.” 
 
“I gained educational opportunities 
for classes that other schools don't 
offer, I gained internship and field 
trip opportunities that helped me 
gain a better understanding of the 
legal system and what I hope to do in 
the future. I also gained amazing 
friends and great memories that will 
last with me for the rest of my life.” 
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Education-Related Postgraduation Survey Results 

 

Academy graduates’ survey results regarding education are 

displayed in Table 11.  Students involved in the Legal 

Studies Academy agreed that they were better prepared 

for college than their peers (69%-89%). At least 76 

percent of respondents at each survey period agreed that 

the program prepared them to be successful in college. A 

majority (83%-89%) of respondents who completed the 

survey four years after graduation agreed that the 

program influenced their educational decisions.  At least 

67 percent of respondents had completed their 

undergraduate course work four years after high school 

graduation, and at least 88 percent of respondents 

completed a degree six years after graduation. 

 

Career-Related Postgraduation Survey Results 

 

Table 12 displays participants’ survey responses regarding  

career-oriented questions. Respondents to the survey four 

years after high school agreed (61%-95%) that the program 

influenced their decisions about their career. Six years after 

graduating from the academy, at least 71 percent of 

employed respondents indicated they were employed     

full-time.  At least 44 percent of students who completed 

the survey six years after high school indicated that their 

job was related to their experience in the program. 

 

Overall Impact 

 

Students responding to the survey one year after 

graduation agreed (67%-90%) that the program had 

provided them with a solid foundation to pursue their goals 

in their education and career.  At least 88 percent of the 

respondents to the survey six years after graduation agreed 

that the program had “Some Impact” or a “Large Impact” 

on where they were with their education or career. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Table 11: Perception of Preparation for Higher Education 

Survey Item Survey Type 
% of 

Respondents* 

Better prepared for college 

than peers 

Yr. 1 Postgrad 69%-89% 

Yr. 2 Postgrad 72%-81% 

Prepared to be successful in 

college and educational 

endeavors 

Yr. 1 Postgrad 79%-100% 

Yr. 2 Postgrad 76%-100% 

Yr. 4 Postgrad 94%-100% 

Yr. 6 Postgrad** 93%-100% 

Prepared for law-related 

college course work 

Yr. 1 Postgrad 63%-92% 

Yr. 2 Postgrad 57%-93% 

Yr. 4 Postgrad 67%-89% 

Yr. 6 Postgrad** 82%-100% 

College major is related to 

experience in program 

Yr. 1 Postgrad 53%-69% 

Yr. 2 Postgrad 52%-81% 

Yr. 4 Postgrad 50%-77% 

Yr. 6 Postgrad** 54%-69% 

Program influenced 

decisions 
Yr. 4 Postgrad 83%-89% 

Earned undergraduate 

degree 
Yr. 4 Postgrad 67%-81% 

Earned undergraduate or 

higher 
Yr. 6 Postgrad 88%-94% 

*Ranges based on responses from 2006-2009 graduates. 
**Based on college graduates. 

Table 12:  Perception of Preparation for Career 

Survey Item Survey Type 
% of 

Respondents* 

Prepared for employment 

and career success 

Yr. 1 Postgrad 25%-62% 

Yr. 2 Postgrad 48%-71% 

Yr. 4 Postgrad 71%-89% 

Yr. 6 Postgrad** 75%-100% 

Program influenced career 

decisions 
Yr. 4 Postgrad 61%-95% 

Employed full-time or in 

military (of those 

employed) 

Yr. 4 Postgrad 57%-67% 

Yr. 6 Postgrad 71%-87% 

Job related to program 

experience 

Yr. 1 Postgrad 10%-24% 

Yr. 2 Postgrad 17%-36% 

Yr. 4 Postgrad 21%-39% 

Yr. 6 Postgrad** 44%-63% 

Employed in Hampton 

Roads 
Yr. 6 Postgrad** 

2006 Grads: 38% 

2007 Grads: 67% 

2008 Grads: 38% 

2009 Grads: 27% 

Salary range (most 

prevalent) 
Yr. 6 Postgrad** 

2006 Grads: 

$30,000-$39,999 
(50%) 

2007 Grads: 

$30,000-$39,999 
(33%) 

2008 Grads: 

$30,000-$39,999 
(44%) 

2009 Grads: 

$40,000-$49,999 

(36%) 
*Ranges based on responses from 2006-2009 graduates. 
**Of respondents working within, rather than outside, their chosen career 
field. 
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Visual and Performing Arts Academy 

 
The Visual and Performing Arts Academy operates at Salem High School 

and offers five strands including art, dance, theater, instrumental music, and 

vocal music.  Academy students select courses that prepare them for 

postsecondary advanced studies or for a faster entry into arts-related 

occupations. “The balance between artistic development and academic 

preparation is at the heart of the Academy program. Students are exposed 

to the humanities and have the opportunity to select a course of study that 

will best meet their needs and interests.”7 

 

Exit Survey Results 

 
Figure 6 represents the results from the exit surveys administered to the 

four most recent cohorts to have completed the Visual and Performing 

Arts Academy.  Over the last four years, at least 63 percent of graduates 

agreed they were academically challenged in the program. A majority of 

academy graduates (85%-93%) agreed that they had opportunities they 

would not otherwise have had because of the program.  At least 76 percent 

of respondents indicated that the program helped them make decisions 

about their future education and employment, while at least 67 percent of 

participants agreed that the program prepared them to continue education.  

Over the last four cohorts, 61 to 77 percent of graduates indicated that 

they earned college credits while in the program. 

 

 

Respondents to the exit survey also agreed (65%-78%) that the academy 

had met their expectations.  A majority of academy graduates in the last 

four cohorts (76%-95%) indicated that they would reenroll in the program if 

given the opportunity.  Additionally, 81 to 97 percent would recommend 

the academy to peers who were interested in visual and performing arts. 

 

 

 

  

                                                
7 Source: http://www.vbschools.com/curriculum/academyprog/vp_acad.asp 
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Figure 6:  Visual and Performing Arts Academy Exit Survey Results 

2012-2015
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From the 
students: 
 
“I gained a sense of direction of what 
I want my art to be about and what 
I want my long-term career goals to 
be. I have also grown in skill across 
several different mediums. I would 
have never touched the hand saw, or 
adobe illustrator, but I use those 
tools all of the time now. I have 
gained so much experience and 
insight to my art.” 
 
“The academy helped expose me to a 
lot of different types of art-related 
fields I would not have known about 
otherwise, like architecture and 
product design. Being in a graphic 
design class really helped me find 
what I'm good at and what career I 
may enjoy in the future.” 
 
“I gained a new sense of confidence 
in my art and in myself as a high 
school graduate getting ready for 
college. My teachers pushed me to do 
my best in my art and to be the best 
person I can be when I leave this 
academy… but more importantly, 
she [the teacher] was interested in 
helping us figure out what we truly 
wanted to become and achieve after 
high school, even outside the        
art-field.” 
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Education-Related Postgraduation Survey Results 

 

Academy graduates’ survey results regarding education are 

displayed in Table 13. Students involved in the Visual and 

Performing Arts Academy agreed that they were better 

prepared for college than their peers (63%-92%).  Most 

respondents (83%-100%) at each survey period agreed 

that the program prepared them to be successful in 

college.  A majority (77%-100%) of respondents who 

completed the survey four years after graduation agreed 

that the program influenced their educational decisions. At 

least 33 percent of respondents had completed their 

undergraduate course work four years after high school 

graduation, and at least 58 percent of respondents 

completed a degree six years after graduation. 

 

 

Career-Related Postgraduation Survey Results 

 

Table 14 displays participants’ survey responses regarding      

career-oriented questions. Respondents to the survey four 

years after high school agreed (66%-100%) that the program 

influenced their decisions about their career. Six years after 

graduating from the academy, at least 63 percent of 

employed respondents indicated they were employed      

full-time.  At least 67 percent of students who completed 

the survey six years after high school indicated that their job 

was related to their experience in the program. 

 

Overall Impact 

 

Students responding to the survey one year after graduation 

agreed (91%-100%) that the program had provided them 

with a solid foundation to pursue their goals in their 

education and career.  At least 88 percent of the 

respondents to the survey six years after graduation agreed 

that the program had “Some Impact” or a “Large Impact” on 

where they were with their education or career. 

 
 

 

 

  

Table 13:  Perception of Preparation for Higher Education 

Survey Item Survey Type 
% of 

Respondents* 

Better prepared for college 
than peers 

Yr. 1 Postgrad 63%-90% 

Yr. 2 Postgrad 76%-92% 

Prepared to be successful in 

college and educational 

endeavors 

Yr. 1 Postgrad 90%-100% 

Yr. 2 Postgrad 92%-100% 

Yr. 4 Postgrad 83%-100% 

Yr. 6 Postgrad** 100% 

Prepared for college course 

work in visual and 

performing arts 

Yr. 1 Postgrad 82%-94% 

Yr. 2 Postgrad 88%-100% 

Yr. 4 Postgrad 77%-83% 

Yr. 6 Postgrad** 100% 

College major is related to 

experience in program 

Yr. 1 Postgrad 58%-90% 

Yr. 2 Postgrad 54%-85% 

Yr. 4 Postgrad 46%-100% 

Yr. 6 Postgrad** 57%-86% 

Program influenced decisions Yr. 4 Postgrad 77% -100% 

Earned undergraduate 

degree 
Yr. 4 Postgrad 33%-82% 

Earned undergraduate 

degree or higher 
Yr. 6 Postgrad 58%-88% 

*Ranges based on responses from 2008-2011 graduates. 
**Based on college graduates. 

Table 14:  Perception of Preparation for Career 

Survey Item Survey Type 
% of 

Respondents* 

Prepared for employment 

and career success 

Yr. 1 Postgrad 57%-64% 

Yr. 2 Postgrad 45%-61% 

Yr. 4 Postgrad 64%-83% 

Yr. 6 Postgrad** 88%-100% 

Program influenced career 

decisions 
Yr. 4 Postgrad 66%-100% 

Employed full-time or in 

military (of those 

employed) 

Yr. 4 Postgrad 45%-75% 

Yr. 6 Postgrad 63%-82% 

Job related to program 

experience 

Yr. 1 Postgrad 0%-63% 

Yr. 2 Postgrad 25%-46% 

Yr. 4 Postgrad 27%-63% 

Yr. 6 Postgrad** 67%-88% 

Employed in Hampton 

Roads 
Yr. 6 Postgrad** 

2008 Grads: 25% 

2009 Grads: 33% 

Salary range (most 

prevalent) 
Yr. 6 Postgrad** 

2008 Grads:       

Up to $19,999 

(75%) 

2009 Grads: 

$40,000-$49,999; 

Above $59,999 

(33%) 
*Ranges based on responses from 2008-2011 graduates. 
**Of respondents working within, rather than outside, their chosen career 
field. 
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Global Studies and World Languages Academy 

 
The Global Studies and World Languages Academy operates at Tallwood 

High School.  The academy “prepares students for world citizenship by 

providing opportunities to develop the intellectual skills needed to make 

global connections among all disciplines.”8  Three major themes are infused 

into the course work: global issues, global systems, and global cultures. 

Students in the academy are required to study two world languages and take 

classes that offer rigorous curricula with geography integrated into every 

course’s subject matter.  

 
Exit Survey Results 

 
Figure 7 represents the results from the exit surveys administered to the 

four most recent cohorts to have completed the Global Studies and World 

Languages Academy.  Over the last four years, at least 81 percent of 

graduates agreed they were academically challenged in the program. A 

majority of academy graduates (92%-96%) agreed that they had opportunities 

they would not otherwise have had because of the program.  At least 75 

percent of students indicated that the program helped them make decisions 

about their future education and employment, while 78 to 93 percent of 

participants agreed that the program prepared them to continue their 

education.  Over the last four cohorts, 77 to 84 percent of graduates 

indicated that they earned college credits while in the program. 

 
Respondents to the exit survey agreed (86%-94%) that the academy had met 

their expectations they had before they enrolled.  In addition, 79 to 93 percent 

of respondents would reenroll in the program if given the opportunity to do 

so. Furthermore, a majority of respondents (94%-99%) would recommend the 

academy to peers who were interested in global studies. 

 

  

                                                
8 Source: http://www.vbschools.com/curriculum/academyprog/gs_acad.asp 
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Figure 7:  Global Studies and World Languages Academy Exit 

Survey Results 2012-2015

2012 Grads 2013 Grads 2014 Grads 2015 Grads

 
 

From the 
students: 
 

“I gained a greater world perspective, 
skills for a professional environment, 
and experiences that could never 
parallel a normal high school 
experience. The GSWLA not only 
gave me a wonderful learning 
environment, but gave me many 
outside learning opportunities that 
lead to amazing professional 
connections…I am heading to the 
College of William and Mary, and I 
could not be more prepared for the 
rigor of the college I am attending.” 
 
“I gained a greater appreciation for 
the world around me and a deeper 
desire to make a positive impact on 
it.” 
 
“I gained valuable insight and 
business skills that have made me 
far more prepared than the 
individuals I meet going into college. 
My language and global 
understanding has been crafted to a 
point of excellence. This academy has 
prepared me not only for the world, 
but for my future career, life, and 
goals. I am confident to continue in 
my studies and further my 
experiences on a global basis.” 
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Education-Related Postgraduation Survey Results 
 

Academy graduates’ survey results regarding education 

are displayed in Table 15. After high school, respondents 

involved in the Global Studies and World Languages 

Academy agreed that they were better prepared for 

college than their peers (66%-92%). At least 71 percent of 

respondents at each survey period agreed that the 

program prepared them to be successful in college.  In 

addition, at least 68 percent agreed they were prepared 

for course work in global studies, and at least 73 percent 

agreed they were prepared for course work in world 

languages. A majority (54%-92%) of respondents to the 

surveys after high school indicated that their college major 

was related to their academy experience.  A majority of 

respondents (75%-82%) earned an undergraduate degree 

four years after graduation and all respondents completed 

a degree six years after graduation. 
 

 

Career-Related Postgraduation Survey Results 
 

Table 16 displays participants’ survey responses regarding    

career-oriented questions. Respondents to the survey four 

years after high school agreed (64%-67%) that the program 

influenced their decisions about their career. Six years after 

graduating from the academy, at least 79 percent of 

employed respondents indicated they were employed      

full-time.  At least 50 percent of students who completed 

the survey six years after high school indicated that their job 

was related to their experience in the program. 

 

Overall Impact 
 

Students responding to the survey one year after graduation 

agreed (80%-86%) that the program had provided them with 

a solid foundation to pursue their goals in their education 

and career.  Overall, 86 percent of the respondents to the 

survey six years after graduation agreed that the program 

had “Some Impact” or a “Large Impact” on where they were 

with their education or career. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Table 15:  Perception of Preparation for Higher Education 

Survey Item Survey Type 
% of 

Respondents* 

Better prepared for college 

than peers 

Yr. 1 Postgrad 66%-89% 

Yr. 2 Postgrad 75%-92% 

Prepared to be successful in 

college and educational 

endeavors 

Yr. 1 Postgrad 89%-100% 

Yr. 2 Postgrad 75%-100% 

Yr. 4 Postgrad 71%-100% 

Yr. 6 Postgrad** 87% 

Prepared for college course 

work in global studies (GS) 

and world languages (WL) 

Yr. 1 Postgrad 
GS: 78%-92% 

WL: 73%-92% 

Yr. 2 Postgrad 
GS: 68%-83% 

WL: 75%-92% 

Yr. 4 Postgrad 
GS: 71%-100% 

WL: 82%-100% 

Yr. 6 Postgrad** 
GS: 77% 

WL: 100% 

College major is related to 

experience in program 

Yr. 1 Postgrad 74%-92% 

Yr. 2 Postgrad 54%-85% 

Yr. 4 Postgrad 70%-91% 

Yr. 6 Postgrad** 80% 

Program influenced decisions  Yr. 4 Postgrad 73%-76% 

Earned undergraduate degree Yr. 4 Postgrad 75%-82% 

Earned undergraduate degree 

or higher 
Yr. 6 Postgrad 100% 

*Ranges based on responses from 2009-2012 graduates. 
**Based on college graduates. 

Table 16:  Perception of Preparation for Career 

Survey Item Survey Type 
% of 

Respondents* 

Prepared for employment 

and career success 

Yr. 1 Postgrad 50%-66% 

Yr. 2 Postgrad 46%-80% 

Yr. 4 Postgrad 55%-100% 

Yr. 6 Postgrad** 67% 

Program influenced career 

decisions 
Yr. 4 Postgrad 64%-67% 

Employed full-time or in 

military (of those 

employed) 

Yr. 4 Postgrad 45%-56% 

Yr. 6 Postgrad 79% 

Job related to program 

experience 

Yr. 1 Postgrad 23%-50% 

Yr. 2 Postgrad 20%-50% 

Yr. 4 Postgrad 33%-55% 

Yr. 6 Postgrad** 50% 

Employed in Hampton 

Roads 
Yr. 6 Postgrad** 2009 Grads: 17% 

Salary range (most 

prevalent) 
Yr. 6 Postgrad** 

$20,000-$29,999; 

Above $59,999 

(33%) 
*Ranges based on responses from 2009-2012 graduates. 
**Of respondents working within, rather than outside, their chosen career 

field. 
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SUMMARY 
 

The longitudinal study of academies and advanced academic programs in Virginia Beach City Public Schools focuses on 

students’ experiences in the programs while in high school, as well as their perceptions of how their experience 

impacted their preparation for college and employment.  Key survey results from high school students who were exiting 

the programs were summarized for each program, and postgraduation survey data were also presented for respondents 

who returned surveys one, two, four, and six years after high school. Depending on the cohort and the academy, the 

response rates for students exiting the programs within the last four years were 45 to 100 percent, and the response 

rates for students completing postgraduation surveys were 14 to 58 percent. Survey results addressed three main 

interest areas: the programs’ impact on students’ educational experiences, the programs’ impact on students’ 

employment experiences, and the overall impact of the program.   

 

While patterns of results varied to some extent based on the cohort of students responding to the surveys and the 

program in which they were enrolled, results were positive overall.  While each academy focuses on a different theme, 

all academies aim to ensure students are college and career ready.  Students’ perceived preparedness for college varied 

over time with at least 71 percent of academy graduates agreeing they were prepared for college one, two, and four 

years after high school.  Of the college graduates completing the survey six years after high school for applicable 

programs, at least 80 percent of academy graduates agreed the programs prepared them for college.  The programs, 

regardless of which academy is attended, influence students’ educational decisions.  Four years after high school, at least 

71 percent of academy graduates indicated that the programs influenced their educational decisions.  

 

Former academy students who responded to surveys four and six years after high school exhibited a pattern of results 

showing that the majority of former students had graduated from college.  At least 71 percent of respondents from the 

advanced academic academies (IB Diploma Program and Math & Science Academy) reported earning an undergraduate 

degree four years after high school, and at least 95 percent of respondents reported having earned an undergraduate 

degree or graduate degree six years after high school.  At least 33 percent of respondents from the other academies 

who completed the survey four years after high school reported graduating with an undergraduate degree, and at least 

58 percent of former students who completed a survey six years after high school reported having earned an 

undergraduate or graduate degree six years after high school.  

 

Students who graduated from the programs were able to find employment in career fields related to their previous 

experience in the academies.  For programs with survey results six years after graduating from high school, at least 44 

percent of students in the career-themed academies indicated that their job was related to some extent to their 

experience in the academy.  Of former students in the various programs who were employed six years after high school 

graduation, 56 to 95 percent reported being employed full-time or in the military.  For academies where students 

responded to surveys six years after high school graduation, in 2015, from 17 (Global Studies and World Languages 

Academy) to 39 (IB Diploma Program) percent of 2009 academy graduates reported being employed in the Hampton 

Roads area, and one of the most prevalent salary ranges for respondents reached above $59,999 for former Health 

Sciences Academy, Visual and Performing Arts Academy, and Global Studies and World Languages Academy students.   

 

The programs have a lasting impact on former students’ educational and career objectives.  From 67 to 100 percent of 

former students agreed that the programs provided them with a solid foundation to pursue their goals.  From 65 

(Technology Academy) to 92 (Mathematics and Science Academy) percent of respondents indicated that the programs 

had either some impact or a large impact on where they were in terms of their education or career six years after high 

school graduation.  

 

 


