










From: Jack Malone
To: Public Comment
Subject: -EXTERNAL SENDER- Need for mandatory masking in schools
Date: Monday, June 6, 2022 8:58:22 PM

Honorable Ventura Unified School Board,

 

I am a resident of Board of Education Trustee Area 3 and my daughter attends Foothill
Technology High School.  She has been a student in the Ventura Unified School District since
kindergarten.

 

Our experience with the Covid-19 pandemic over the last two years and the rise in infections
and hospitalizations that we have seen in Ventura County make it clear that use of masks
should be required indoors in schools for the remainder of the school year to protect students,
teachers, employees, and the community.  I'm sure we all agree that it is far better for students
to be at school instead of learning remotely, but that doesn't mean that we should ignore
reality.  Living with Covid-19 does not mean ignoring Covid-19, and simple measures like
universal masking when indoors on school campuses can help protect students and the
community and keep students learning in person rather than remotely.  I have received generic
messages from my daughter's school every day for the past few weeks notifying us that one or
more students have tested positive for Covid-19.  Because there is no contact tracing, we are
never informed whether the students who tested positive were close contacts.  In fact, the only
way we find out if students in her classes have Covid-19 is through word of mouth as students
talk to each other or through their social media accounts.  Universal masking is even more
important when infections are so widespread that the District is unable to perform any
meaningful contact tracing in schools.  

 

The latest Covid-19 data released by the County through May 31, 2002 shows a 7-day average
case rate of 29.2 per 100,000 people and a 7-day testing positivity rate of 9.7%.
Hospitalizations increased 23% since the previous weekly report. Experts have agreed that
case and positivity rates are likely greatly underestimated because of under reporting of at-
home test results.  The next weekly data will be available on June 7, and it may show even
higher indications of wide spread within the community.  

 

I am aware that the County has not required masking indoors, but that does not mean that the
Board cannot fulfil its duty to serve the students by requiring masks indoors for the remainder
of the school year.  School attendance is compulsory for children, unlike dining at restaurants
and any other recreational or commercial indoor activities.  Because school attendance is
compulsory, we are obligated to provide a higher standard of protection for students than we
are for adults who can make decisions about the levels of risk associated with non-mandatory
activities.  The County Department of Health has demonstrated a lack of leadership throughout
the pandemic that was all too common in all levels of government. At the federal, state, and



local levels elected officials declined to make decisions and instead deferred to guidance from
other agencies.  The Board has an obligation to protect the students in the Ventura Unified
School District.  Multiple school districts in California and the UC Santa Barbara, UCLA, and
Cal Poly San Luis Obispo have reinstituted indoor mask mandates to protect students and the
community.  I ask that the Board fulfill its duty to the students and require indoor masking for
the remainder of the school year.

 

Thank you,

Jack Malone     
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