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Freeport Middle School - Comments

Please share with us your suggestions for improving our achools:

| Afew more sporis offerings and club offerings. Clearer asslznments for kids with organization difficulties. Sometimes It fesls a litle academically siratified.

There could be much more emphasis on technology- coding, etc. as this is the world the kids will be moving into. As well, in middle school we were already doing chemistry & blology labs which sesms to be lacking here. FMS has a good
core curriculum, but there Is a lack of variety. Some alternative classes could be: intro to physics, chemistry, coding, video production, more world geography options (as Maine can be such a monoculture).
Although the kids should be leamning to organize themselves & prepare, my student struggles with thig and | am unable to help as | often don’t understand expectations. Thank you for this oppartunity to express our opinionsi

| would appreciate more communication from teachers when my student is struggling.

Teachers need more time to develop "thelr work" during these trying times. Staff development days nead to reflact this more as it will benefit all students.
It would be great to sea a golf program and intramural sports at the middle school.

We have no information about how assignmenta are graded. Power School only gives the grade but no details

Improving engagement of our Children's emotional well being during COVID

There is no communicaticn from my sone teachers regarding his standing unless there Is a negative thing they want to share, or there is a parent teacher conference scheduled. My sons teachers rely heavily on E learnings and readings,
and there is very limited interactive leaming that fit his leaming style.

When questions pertained 1o the school at large v teachers, my answers were neutral because | den't have ingight or know how to go about getting the information on the question.
Here are some questions where my answer was neutral:

The school offers a challenging, rigorous currleulum.

The school Is focusad on academic achievement, setting high expactations for students.

The academic program Includes a wide selection of course offerings.

| My child leams life skills such as managing time, prioritizing, meeting deadlines, respansibliity, and communicating clearty.

Parents have opportunities to participate in school activities.

Teachers manage classroom behavior effectively.

Lunch periods are too short. The have potential to create poor eating habits due to limited ime to get through Iine and actually eat.

| Better focus on mantal health, especially during a pandemic. |t's ridiculous the amount of homework that ls pushed onto 7th grade studenis who really just need a break after school for thelr own self-care and mental health, Teachers aiso
need to be respectful of different personailty types. Kids who have soclal anxdety shouldn't feel targeted end forced to apeak out ioud in ¢lass If It makes them uncomfortable.

Due to covid the schools are not accessible to parents.

Teachers and administration are not respensive to emalls

Get rid of habits of work as & separate grade. Rather incorporate it into the chiid’s overall grade for an assignment. For example, you lose 5 points for every day an assignment is late, Teachers manage habits of work so differently at the
moment that kids and parents have nc idea what to expect from teacher to leacher. It makes no sense hat a student can have a 96 in a cless and be failing habils of work because of one late assignment that happened to be the one that
was "measured.” Please, please remedy this by Incorporating it into the students overall grade on a glven assignment. This also feels like It would be much easier for teachers io manage.

Make sure sll teachers are aware of 504 plans or |IEPs for students. We sat In 8 meeting with a foreign language teacher this year and told him our child has dyslexia and a 504 and he sald he was unaware.

Make sure all teachers have training in classroom management. Some teachers joke with students quite a bit (great for middle school) but then get upset when the kids then joke back in turn. Kids don't automatically know where the line ls.
it's your job to teach them this.

More teacher training in executive functioning and how to help kids develop these skills. Sarah Ward is an excellent resource for this!

Increased communication from the school and from teachers.

Opportunities for music and art throughout entire schoo! year & several times a week.

none

| have iimited communication need with the schaol and have imited need to ba in the school.
Only request - assure there is enough vegetarian options at lunch for my child , seem to run out of vegetarian option if they are late to iunch, and misses out .

It wouki be great if we lived in a community where it's taught that it's ok to have a different opinion from others and not feel fike you can't express your opinion for the fear of belng an "outsider” or that you are wrong. Let kids know at a
young age It's fine to disagree and to have a heaithy discussion about differences.
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| know It's been a tough couple of years, and many etudents have struggled with remote leaming, missing school, etc. But other kids haven't had the same struggles and maybe haven't been as challenged as & result. Hopefully COVID will
end soon and everything can get back to normall

For Freeport Middle Schooi, | would suggest clearer weekly communications with parents. You should get a few samples of what Emily Grimm sends out to all parents weekly. She always writes a well written and comprehensive updates |
about the school, atudent activities, upcoming events, etc. All parents of MLS students are used to thet type of communication. FMS has an opportunity to display pride in all of the great things students are doing et achool by creating &
weakly communication that is more comprehensive and well-written, Also, the grading system Is confusing. it's hard to know what grede is a good grade. e a 3 a good grade or not? ls there an opportunity to better share the grading system
with al! parents so that we know what grades our kids should be striving for? For thosa of us that grew up with A, B, C, D, F grading, it's hard fo decipher how the 2, 3, 4 grading system aligns with It. Also, could teachers neach out wall
before parent tsacher confarences If there is an academic lssue with a chiid? We've been caught by surprise a faw times by lasues that we wish we had inown about weeke before the parent teacher conference (which would have given us
time to help improve grades). Finally, is there any chance more sports could be offered for 6th graders? 1f not, is there a chance to add some active afier school clubs? At MLS there were a lof of great after school activiies offered which
kids ioved, like dodgebaill and snowshoeing, etc. it feels like Gth graders are a bit lost after school, especially the ones who are active and need to run around.
don't have claar knowledge of what is happening w my child and schoolwork, certain front desk personnel are not friendly, they make It fee! rushed when | call like they want to get off the phone ASAP, kids being rude to my child (don't know
what can be done since Kids this age can be very mean), iy child has problems concentrating and cannot focus fn class

| answerad NA to almost every question becauss | have literally zero Idea how my child is doing, what he is doing, why he gets the grades he gets, what his grades even are, how he struggles, and how it could be made better. Last year he
didn't attend a single aclence zoom and | didn't find this out untll conferences at the END OF QCTOBER. Not a single call or emall to me to ask why he waan't coming. Ha comes home with aimost zero homework and | don't know If he
should have homework, PowerSchool is rarely up to date and I'm not great at using it. | know COVID has made communication and relationships difficult, but | am worried he is falling through the cracks and | won't know untll It's too late.

The lack of physical education for all student ysar round Is a shame. Recess is not enough time for chlidren to move their bodies to support thelr health and ald their learning. Physical education should be a part of every child’s schedule
throughout the school year. | don't understand why this Is not a priority. Especially while children are being forced to wear masks all day.

Need better communication about events and things going on at school - more advance notice, more detalls about loglstice and what parents need to know for their child {o participate. Ovar the past 3 years with two kids going through the
school | have found many imes that we are clueless about epportunities for our kids both academicaily and Co-curriculanly, but | will admit there has been some slight Improvement this year. We alao have never besn explained to about
course offerings and/or options for our chikdren, particularly in relation to honors, teachers and progression leading up to high school. We've just bilndly taken what was handed to our chikdren without really understanding weithey had
options. {n general I've felt that | have not received enough detalis In the school communications, or timely advance notice of many things, and that | always have to work hard to seek out additicnal Information about announcements. But,
there has been some Improvement in that this achool year, and | hope It will continue.

Iy child tells me everyone |s unhappy at achool . | think more morale boosting actlvities is Imporiant espedially during this pandemic . 1 don't know If the guldance counselor checks In with the students regularly.

End covid protocols ;)

I would like to see the school better address racist Incidents and educats students about racism and bullying. | have heard multiple reports of middle school students calling cut the few students of color with raclst slangs. Also, my student
has never met with the guidance counselor (one on one or in the clagsroom) which makes me wonder if the schooli Is doing anything to support mental and emotional heslth.

Keeping the grounds clean would improve appearance and first Impressions.

More respect for conservative viewpoints.

Compared to PES, FMS is a bit of a black hole to us—we don't really mow our child’s teachers, what she’s learning or whether she’s living up to her potential. A few taachers iake It upon themsalves to communicats with parents quite a bit
which s wonderful (special about out 1o the incradibla Alex Briasco-Brin), However please note that we believe moat of our feslings of disconnedtion with FMS Is entirely COVID related— Ray gets huge credit for keeping things aflost as
well as he has given the drcumstances. The parent teacher conferences are far too short to be meaningful. Wish the state allowed for more art, music, shop, home ec type classes, but that's not FMS's fauit. It would be great if students
were encouraged to participate in ciubs more. Would love there to be more focus on developing & mentoring kids executive functioningime management skills.

While wa parsonally had an lssue with a teacher who was not accurately deacribing what was happening In his classroom regarding our daughter, it was very quickly and thoroughly rectified. Since the initial Issue, things have Improved

dramatically and we couldn't be happler with this outcome. Aside from that brief Issue, all our experiences with the school have been positive.

Addrees the needs for ALL students to be Inclusive and respectful. Have ALL teachers use the same platform for assignments and grading.

Middle School and High School should start later and Elementary School should start earlier.

Bus or sporta |esues are excuses used to continue a course of action which studles have shown to detrimental to students, especially older students whose grades and scores will affect their cholces for college and beyond.

| belleve sirongly that ilke many other school districis In Maine and the nation, we can make this change and do better by our students.

Please add sporis for 6th graders

The school could iry to manage children coming from a much smaller elementary school and try to put at isast one famlliar face In each dlass If pessible.

| have yet to underatand why FMS only offers one parentiteacher conference per yaar while all of the other schools In RSUS offer two (Including the High School). | would appreciate a second trimester meeting with my child's teachars so
that | am both Informed and updated on my child's progress academically, smotional and socially. I'm still perplexad why thls dossn't happen.

| My child frequently shares storlas of male §th graders using the "N" word and "fag” out of earshot of school staff. While | understand kids will be kids and they push boundaries and don't understand the full impact of their words, this Is still
conceming. Perhaps thinking of ways that students who hear or witness this behavior can share it with adults without fear of repercussions from peers - like being considered a "rat."

|Tha physical anvironment doesn't feel super welcoming when coming Into the school. | have been into many other middle schools that are cleansr and more vibrant. | don't know the best ways to make these changas, especially in ways that
don't require exira funds.

|Plulo share with us one or more things we are doing well:
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My child has frequent medicai appointments and early dismigsals and late drop offs are easy to coordinate with the fms attendance email address and with the nurse's support.

Nurse has good communicalion and supports my child during the school day when Issues come up.

Teachers and administrators are responsive and good communicators - they freat my child fairly and with respect.

We are 8o happy with the education that (WSS has receivad throughout his years al RSU 5, Ws feel biassed 1o have our chlidren in such a wonderful school system. Thank you ALL for what you do each and every day.

Ovarall my student's teachars have been thoughtful, helpful and communicative, Only a couple inetances in the past two years did a feacher not appear to wish to haip my student. | get a fesling that my student s emotionally safe and cared
for at FMS which is so very special and not necessarlly many American children’s experience so thank you very very much for that!

Most staff take the time to connect with students and it does not go unnoticed.

Love the happiness project and emphasis on well-being, rather than a steady diet of homework.

Communicating with parents via emalls and newsletiers is strong at the school and from the superintendent. This is much appreclated.

Keaping kids in schoal for In-person leaming has been very benseficlel and well done

Overall Mr Grogan has done fantastic keeping things on course at the Middie School during these tough times.

The school nurse has made the COVID protocols easy to understand and she was very helpful getting my son tested when he was sick.

Ovenall, the communication has been great this year. Very helpful with constant chenges dus io the pandemic.

Tha school communication on COVID updates, policy changes, close contact informs and more has been outstanding.

Updates from the principal have been positive.

| racently received my first class specific communication which was super helpful to know what the kids are working on (7th grade)
Sports and coach communications has been good|

Communication is frequent conceming school events and happenings.

Flexibility

| think the overall climate of the HS is very positive. Teachers seems to usually connect very weil with students and for the most part students seem to support and respect each other. A great variety of coursework and extracumiculars is
offered as well.

| love the fecus on social emotional leaming that takes place and all the outside of the box stuff such as Fab Friday, ovemights (when allowed), the continued recess time. These kids so need this. Overall | think there’s a very posiive
stmosphere at FMS.

Teachers are very reasponsive.

Flexible learning
Covid communication had been great , efforts at keeping kids in &chool has been great .

1 like seeing the school community events for the kids (l.e. Fab Friday coming up). | also like recelving the 7ih grade newsletter. All of the teachers that I've contacted are quick to respond and | appreciate that. Office staff are friendlyl

Wa have been sc happy with how the school has handied the chalienges of COVIDI From remote lsaming to COVID testing to safe In-school lsaming, we feel proud to be a part of this school sysiem, especially as we see some of the
challenges faced In other parts of the state and country. This school system aleo offars so many opportunities to our students~from leaming opportunities to extracurriculars—that we feel extremely fortunate. Co-workers fiving in nelghboring
towns don't have ihe same extent of options, even with bigger budgets, We also feel the regular communication has been wonderful and clear, whether about COVID or anything else. Keep up the great workl!

You are providing a wonderful Middle School experience, soclally. | remember Middle School being filled with angst. It now feels like Middle School Is a big warm fuzzy hug. My kids report that no one acts like a bully and that everyone is
raspeciful. We also love the great schookwide acilvities that you provide, like the all schooi day at Lost Valley. Our kids thought it was the best school day ever. The opportunities like overnight camp experiences and space camp, etc. are
also wonderful (when Covid didn't shut them down). It's so Important that kids have a way to socialize together during school activities and these experiences provide them with that opporlunity.

Freeport Is good school system and has a great reputation

| There are lots of clubs and actlvities and the late bus makes !t easy to participate. We get weekly emalls, which are nige albeit generic.
My children are happy fo go to school and speak very highly of the relationships they are developing with their teachers. Thelr ntsrest In feaming is a direct reflection of the impact the teachers are making. Thank you.

Offer lots of different after school clubs/activities for kids to choose from. Good arts programs.

Keeping the kids in person leaming during covid .

I've been really appreciative of the emotional support my child received when it was needed.
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These have been some extracrdinary years as a result of COVID-19. The presaure placed on all of us, but even mora so the faculty at any school Is approaching overwheiming. Throu? all this, it is apparent to me that RSU five, and the
middle school where my student goes, has done an extraordinary job of malntaining quality education, nurturing, and professionaliam in the face of thess circumstances. As a former teacher, | continue to be impreased by my child's

the middle school in general, lsave me fesling grataful to be part of this school community.

teachers. The job of a public school teacher grows evermore universally challenging even without a global pandemic. My child’s supportive relationship with his tsachers and school experiences through Morse Street, Mast landing, and now

The teachers are great! And Lost Valley fab Fridey was a huge hit.

Fabulous principall

iFala Fridays!
Communication when addressing issues is amazing. Teachers and staff take things serlously and strive to fix problems Iin all aspects. Whether bstween our child and staff or our child and another student, solutions are clearly a priority.

| Thanka for sending this form out for feedback.

IfRay Grogan, Phyllis Gratham, Maureen Erskine, and the team at FMS have gone above and beyond to help my child;] trust them to deal with my chlld who is going through some very serous lssues,

| have friends with children at other “better” school districts who are dealing with issues similar to what my child is going through and not only have thay NOT received adequate support fram their child’s school adminlstration, they ans
having to fight thelr school’s administration to get adequate support for their child.

Some of them have gone as far to withdraw thelr child from public school, or even considered taking legai action against thelr school,
| am very glad my child has the support they are recaiving at FMS.

Front staff is very nice. School tries very hard fo create a good atmosphere (fab fridays, socials, elc). Bring back the ert/sclence ovemights pleass.

Bringing back Fab Fridays is 30 important for the well-being of the FMS communityl
‘Thank you for that!

My son gets the 1:1 support from
Teachers and adminiatrators that is helping
HIm 1o grow both sociaily and emotlonally in positive ways. It's hard to manage the world these days - especially as a middle school boy. | am grateful.

|Since my daughters entered the districi 6 years ago, | have been nothing short of Impressed by tha level of professlonaiism, underetanding and dedication by faculty, staff, and administrators at Morse St School, Mast Landing, and FMS.,
The face of the buildings - the principals are AMAZING leaders. Teachers at MLS are experts in their content areas, SEL and alevating student achievement, confidence and pride. | find the level of communication at FMS helpful and
|appreciate virtual PTC and hope thet a cholce for virtual PTCs continue.




