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‘Pownal Elementary School
i
1 Strorlgly Agree 10 48% 1 6% @ e% 7 33% 7 33% 19 48% 11 52% 15 % 15 T1%
2 Somewhat Agree 8 38% 2 12% 0 0% 9 43% 9 43% 6 29% 5 24% 5 24% 4 19%
3 Neutral %] 0% 7] 8% @ % 2 10% 2 10% 3 14% 2 10% ] 0% 2 10%
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Pownal Elementary School
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2 Somewhat Agree 6 29% 3 14% 2 10% 3 14% 7 33% 5 24% 6 29% 6 29% 4 19%
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_Pownal Elementary School
i | Strpngly Aglpe 11 52% 19 99% 16 80% 17 81% 12 57% 13 62% i2 7% 13 62% 19 90%
2 Somewhat Agree 5 24% 1 5% 3 15% 4 19% 6 29% 6 29% 8 38% 4 19% 1 5%
3 Neutral 2 10% 1 5% %] 0% '] 0% 3 14% @ 0% 1 5% 2 10% 1 5%
4 St_:_rgawhgt Dl;agre_e 1 5% 0 % 1 5% ] 0% 0 0% 2 18% e 0% 1 5% & 8%
5 Strongly Disagree 1 5% e 0% @ e% 0 0% @ 0% 0 0% 0 0% 0 0% 0 0%
Not Applicable 1 5% %] 0% 2 0% ] 8% @ 0% 7] 0% @ 0% 1 5% @ 6%
Total 21 100% 21 100% 20 100% 21 100% 21 100% 21 100% 21 100% 21 100% 21 100%
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'Pownal Elementary School - Comments

ﬂt’lease share with us your suggestions for improving our schools:
Starting gifted & talented support earlier, improving the school meals (offering less items that are unhealthy, more items that are more healthy)

I d like to see less homework, particularly in the elementary grades. None would be ideal. Our kids are exhausted at the end of the school day, so homework is a battle and
contnbutes to a negative attitude toward school, and there's a lot of research that shows that homework does not increase test scores or academic achievement at the elementary
ilevel.

I sometimes worry about the security of the main entrance of PES. I'm not sure what can be done, though, without incurring significant construction costs for a more secure pick up /
:drop off area and secure doorway into the school.

LSpanish or other foreign language in elementary school is best time. No homework in elementary school! High school start time should be 9am. These recommendations are based
:on the best currently available science.

i1) Language should be offered at the elementary Ievel 2) There should be a minimum of three outdoor recess everydey for all gradewlevels Studles and research shows thaf this
‘actually improves academics, behavior, and overall performance. 3) Homework should not begin until grade 5. It just takes away from other valuable activities that children don’t get
1dunng the school day such as free play, extracurriculars, and family time.

nCompIetlng this survey raises many questlons for me as a parent. | guess | do not really know the status of thlngs at school for my young chrldren Many of the survey questrons
;have me assuming that if my children were struggling or excelling | might have a better idea of how well teachers are addressing their needs. So, are the kids and the parents in the
imiddle spectrum missing out on frequent interaction with their teachers? These survey questions seem to suggest that parents should know all of what occurs in their child's day. |
itrust the teachers and principal will let me know if my child needs extra support, but | do not know if there are issues that are not being addressed. | occasionally hear from my
chrldren that they are working in a special group of students, or with a specialist, but never hear from the teacher that my children received extra help. The report cards show 3s, but
rf challenged further, would a 4 be within reach?

! Because pownal is such a small school the only struggle is providing a vanety of extra curricular activities. They do a great job but it will be a struggle because there just aren't
.enough children to fill every genre of activity like drama and dance and various sports.

gFewer videos for teachrng more hands on activities

!My experience with the Pownal Pre-k and K program was very positive. | think my child benefited from having the same wonderful teacher for two years. | thought the development of
‘four half days to 4 half days and full day was ideal. | was sad when the program was changed to 2 full days for the preschool and 5 full for Kindergarten. | feel the development of the
i preschooler is lost by moving to two full days and then having four full days off. My daughter will enter the preschool program next year and | feel like her entry in school will be
vweaker because of the programing.

.-Before and after care in all schools in the rsu.

~-Money put into healthy food and food choices for the rsu.

{-STEM is great in upper schools, but sciences are not taught to a significant degree at the elementary schools

- Experiential learning, movement breaks, recess and/or physical education EVERY DAY at all schools. Waynflete does this successfully as does most of Europe. Studies show
5|gn|f' icant improvement in learning, classroom behavior student satisfaction and self confidence, etc. RSU is misguided in focusmg on maximizing classtime spent on the tested
| subjects at the expense of physical education, modem language, performing arts, home economics, trades etc., in order to improve test scores. Maths and English can often be
mcorporated into interdisciplinary manners into other subjects.

| Lack of foreign languages at the younger grades sorely needs to be addressed.

'Thanks for all your hard work and for this survey!



1

Please share wlth us one or more things we are dolng welt

‘ PES has a top notch adm|n|strator caring, dedlcated attentlve staff that really connect Wl'l‘.h the|r students They are one of the few schools that encourage k|ds to play, and spend
tune outside moving their bodies, being creative.

I apprec|ate that we stlll have 2 recesses at the elementary Ievel 'l'hls ‘IS éséeﬁt.a in helplng l(ld's stay focused dunng th'e course of the school day 1 encourage you to look into the
prlot programs of schools in the USA that have tried adding 4 15-minutes recesses into their schedule and the positive effects it has had on student focus, achievement, listening
sktlls and the decreased occurrence of disruptive behaviors in the classroom (Liink project. https:/fliinkproject.tcu. .edu/).

*We IovePI?Sl e et

We are so |mpressed by the range of activrhes and offenngs at PES especnally in I|ght of bemg a small school Our fnends and famlly are always amazed when we share the spema]

ractlvmes the students are fortunate to engage in as part of their day. In particular, we appreciate the range of activities offered as part of the physical education program - ice skating,
hlkes etc. PES is a special place and we feel lucky to be pait ¢ of its commumty|

Strong sense ‘of community . and belongmg at school It's a happy, inclusive, welcommg place for my chlldren

Pownal Elementary School is a gem. They do a _fanstatlc job educating the whole child. My kids s feels sa safe welcome and have a posmve Ieammg experlence

i Pownal Elementary is a fantast|c env:ronment where my children feel safe and oomfortable Under new dlstnct leadershlp, I see an organized, methodical lmplementat|on to move
RSU5 forward
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=P€o__vvnal isa smaII school so the |nd|wdual attentlon is wonderful Everyone seems to
! Good commumcation supportlve of students needs L
STEM

You ve created a posmve safe enwronment Thank you

jF{ownaI does a great Job engaging the commun:ty It has been a great place for my son to develop D

EPownaI school continualky works hard at |mprovement and always putting in |ts best efforts at provldmg a well rounded educat|on and safe welcommg Iearmng envlronr ent for all of
its students.

onth san a whlch is great to see




