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Goal of the Presentation

● To share our philosophy with the Board and                              
Community about proficiency based instructional                      
practices and student learning PreK-8 in RSU 5



Proficiency Based Practices

● Clearly defined learning goals (standards)

● Success criteria (rubrics aligned to standards)

● Specific feedback for students to move to the next level

● Separation of content from Habits of Work

● Recognition that different students will need varying amounts of time for success

● Opportunities for reassessment



All Students Can Achieve!
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● All assessments are aligned to national standards
● Teaching teams design assessments based on the 

standards
● Assessments all have a combination of the following:

○ Scoring criteria
○ Rubrics  
○ Product descriptors 

Practice 2:
Success Criteria

(Rubrics Aligned to Standards)



Students Using a Product Descriptor and Rubric



Pathway to a 4 (K-5)
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● What does success look like?

● Where are you relative to success?

● What are next steps to move you closer to success?

Practice 3:
Specific Feedback

 for Students to Move to Next Level



Learning 
Progressions



Teacher Providing Feedback





Peers Providing Feedback



Student Friendly Progressions

Feedback



 Next Steps for Learning: Individual Goal Setting

What are your next steps to move you closer to success?

My goal is to talk 
like the characters 
as I retell
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Practice 4: Separation of Content from HOW



Preparedness



Student Samples:



K-5  Habits of Work on Report Card



Grades 6-8 Report Card All Grades 
now round 
to the 
nearest 
tenth place



Grades 6-8:   PowerSchool - Quick Lookup
Quick 
Lookup is 
easier to see 
the HOW and 
content 
grades 
separated

73% of 
middle 
school 
students 
preferred to 
have HOW 
and content 
grades 
separate
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● We recognize that different students will need varying amounts of time for 
success.

● We don’t want instructional holes in critical content.
● We want a culture where students are striving to be as successful as they 

can.
● Relearning plans require additional feedback and work on the student’s part.

 

Practice 5:
Opportunities for Reassessment
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PK-8 PBE Aligned Teaching and Learning Practices

● Are they effective?
● Are they working for RSU 5 students?



Science MEA Data
Impact of teaching and learning practices over time.



MEA SCORES 2016-2017

Grade State Avg 
ELA

RSU 5
ELA

Difference State Avg
Math

RSU 5
Math

Difference

3 49% 69% +20% 46% 67% +21%

4 52% 66% +14% 44% 66% +22%

5 55% 71% +16% 36% 58% +22%



FMS DATA OVER TIME
 (MATH AND ELA COMBINED)

 
MEA: (% above State avg.)
2013-14: + 8.5%
2016-17:  + 14%

NWEA:
2007:      40% met targeted growth 
2018:  59% met targeted growth 



Proficiency  Based Practices

● Best practices in teaching and learning

● Systemic approach to professional learning & coaching

● Focused on student growth

● Focused on students becoming proficient or distinguished



Thank you for supporting our students!


