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Objectives:

● What is Running Start?
● Who qualifies?
● Things to consider
● How do you apply?



What is Running Start?

● Take classes at a two-year college instead of at EWHS
● You can be part-time at two schools or full-time at one school
● Any two-year college in Washington State



What is Running Start?

● Credits count as both college credit and high school credit
● Three terms called “quarters” (Fall, Winter, Spring)
● Summer quarter is not covered by Running Start, but is allowed
● Full time at the college is 15 credits
● 5 credits = 1 year-long high school class







What is Running Start?

● Limited to a certain amount of “tuition-free FTE”
○ 1 class at EW = 15 college credits at a time
○ 2 classes at EW = 12 college credits at a time
○ 3 classes at EW =  10 college credits at a time
○ 4 classes at EW = 7 college credits at a time
○ 5 classes at EW = 3 college credits at a time
○ 6 classes at EW = 3 college credits at a time



English placement (Edmonds College example)

● Qualifying for English 101 allows you to take most college-level 
courses
○ 2.5 cumulative/overall high school GPA 
○ SBA, SAT, ACT, PSAT, IB scores
○ Free at-home, computer-based Accuplacer test
○ If you don’t qualify for English 101, there are still some 

courses you can take. List available on the college website.



Math placement (Edmonds College example) 



Tuition-free?

Courses that are above 100-level are free of tuition cost. However, 
note that there may be course fees and book costs. Students on 
Free/Reduced lunch may qualify for some course fee and book cost 
assistance. 



Things to consider

- Running Start students are eligible for high school athletics, 
clubs, activities, etc.

- The college has a different calendar, with different breaks, so a 
part time Running Start student needs to manage the 
calendars of both schools.

- Students will receive an unexcused absence if the absence is 
due to a conflict with a college class



Things to consider

- Parents and counselors cannot contact college instructors or 
view a student’s progress in a course

- Students register for their own college courses through their 
college online account. Students are not required to follow 
counselor recommendations; use Skyward to track credits.

- There is an “equivalency chart” on the college Running Start 
website that shows which college classes count for which high 
school graduation requirement areas.



Things to consider

- Two-year colleges likely have an “Advising Center” where staff 
help students determine courses that will transfer to certain 
four-year colleges and certain majors/degrees. 

- Four-year colleges may have a transfer credit webpage that 
shows which two-year college courses transfer, and what type 
of credit courses will transfer. 

- Low grades in high school classes affects college admissions
- Low grades in college classes affects college GPA



Good questions to ask before selecting college classes

● Will the format of these classes likely fit with my learning style 
and learning needs?

● Will these classes count for the high school credits that I need 
for high school graduation and college admissions?

● Will these classes transfer to four-year colleges in a way that 
aligns with my post-high school plan? 



If I am interested in Running Start, what do I do next?

Step 1: Determine if you qualify for the college classes you want to take
Step 2: Enter RSA000 (full) or RSA001 (partial) in Skyward
Step 3: List only the classes you want to take at EWHS in Skyward
Step 4: Apply on the college’s running start website
Step 5: Once your application is complete, email your counselor to finalize 
your “RSEVF” (running start enrollment verification form)



Completing the application: First step - where do I go to apply?



Completing the application: Get your college Student ID number



Completing the application: Confirming placement



Where can you find a screenshot of your GPA? 



Completing the application: New Student Worksheet



Completing the application: Parent/Student Agreement 



Completing the application: Meet with your school counselor

- Complete all pages of application packet
- Show completed packet to your counselor

at your appointment
- Your counselor will sign your RSEVF
- Submit the packet and the signed

form to the Running Start office
- Then your registration account will

be unlocked 



May 24th is the first day that a student could register for Fall 
Quarter classes (at Edmonds College). And starting that day, 
college classes start filling up. Send in all of your paperwork to 
the Running Start office well before May 24th. 



Questions about the Running Start program at a particular 
college? Contact that college’s Running Start office (contact info 
on the college’s website, Running Start page).

Questions about how to apply for Running Start, or other questions 
about your class schedule for next year? Contact your high school 
counselor (contact info on EWHS website, Counseling page)
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