
Call to Order 

VenturaU 

VENTURA UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 
REGULAR BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING 

May 10, 2022 
APPROVED MINUTES 

In accordance with Governor Newsom's executive orders of social distancing due to the COVID-19, the 
Regular Board of Education meeting was held on Tuesday, May 10, 2022, as a teleconference/video 
conference meeting where one or more members participated . The public had the opportunity to submit their 
public comment via the public comments email address or live via the Zoom platform . The public streaming of 
the Regular Board meeting was made available through the Ventura Unified School District's YouTube Channel 
at https://www.youtube.com/c/VenturaUnifiedSchoolDistrict . Those in attendance were : 

Board President 
Board Vice President 
Board Member 
Board Member 
Superintendent 
Asst. Supt. /Bus . Services 
Asst. Supt. /Ed . Services 
Asst. Supt/Human Resources 
General Counsel 

Adoption of Agenda 

Ms. Sabrena Rodriguez 
Dr. Jerry Dannenberg 
Ms. Amy Callahan 
Ms. Velma Lomax 
Dr. Roger Rice 
Ms. Rebecca Chandler 
Dr. Antonio Castro 
Ms. Gina Wolowicz 
Mr. Anthony Ramos 

It was moved by Ms. Amy Callahan, seconded by Dr. Jerry Dannenberg and passed on a roll call vote of 3 - O 
to approve the agenda as presented. 

Ayes: Ms. Sabrena Rodriguez, Ms. Amy Callahan, Dr. Jerry Dannenberg 
Noes: None. Absent: Ms. Velma Lomax*. Abstain: None. 
*Trustee Lomax was having technical difficulties 

Public Comment on Closed Session Items 
None. 

Motion to go to Closed Session 
It was moved by Dr. Jerry Dannenberg, seconded by Ms. Amy Callahan and passed on a roll call vote of 3 - O 
to approve to go to closed session at 5:03 p.m. 

Ayes: Ms. Sabrena Rodriguez, Ms. Amy Callahan, Dr. Jerry Dannenberg 
Noes: None. Absent: Ms. Velma Lomax. Abstain: None. 

REGULAR SESSION - 7:00 p.m. 
At 7:23 p.m., Board President Sabrena Rodriguez called the meeting to order and led the pledge of allegiance. 

Report of Actions Taken in Closed Session 
It was moved by Dr. Jerry Dannenberg, seconded by Ms. Velma Lomax and passed on a roll call vote of 4 - O 
to approve the public employment/appointment, pursuant to Government Code Section 54957(b), of Dr. 
Deborah Martinez, as the new Principal of Montalvo Elementary School. 

Ayes: Ms. Sabrena Rodriguez, Ms. Amy Callahan, Dr. Jerry Dannenberg, Ms. Velma Lomax 
Noes: None. Absent: None. Abstain : None. 
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It was moved by Ms. Amy Callahan, seconded by Dr. Jerry Dannenberg and passed on a roll call vote of 4 - 0 
to approve the public employment/appointment, pursuant to Government Code Section 54957(b), of Ms. 
Melanie Morrow, as the new Principal of Poinsettia Elementary School. 

Ayes: Ms. Sabrena Rodriguez, Ms. Amy Callahan, Dr. Jerry Dannenberg, Ms. Velma Lomax 
Noes: None. Absent: None. Abstain: None. 

It was moved by Ms. Velma Lomax, seconded by Ms. Sabrena Rodriguez and passed on a roll call vote of 4 - 0 
to approve the public employment/appointment, pursuant to Government Code Section 54957(b), of Mr. 
Thomas Gaeta, as the new Principal of Sunset School. 

Ayes: Ms. Sabrena Rodriguez, Ms. Amy Callahan, Dr. Jerry Dannenberg, Ms. Velma Lomax 
Noes: None. Absent: None. Abstain: None. 

It was moved by Ms. Sabrena Rodriguez, seconded by Ms. Velma Lomax and passed on a roll call vote of 4 - O 
to approve the public employment/appointment, pursuant to Government Code Section 54957(b), of Ms. Bertha 
Villa, as the new Assistant Principal of Ventura High School. 

Ayes: Ms. Sabrena Rodriguez, Ms. Amy Callahan, Dr. Jerry Dannenberg, Ms. Velma Lomax 
Noes: None. Absent: None. Abstain: None. 

It was moved by Dr. Jerry Dannenberg, seconded by Ms. Velma Lomax and passed on a roll call vote of 4 - 0 
to approve the public employment/appointment, pursuant to Government Code Section 54957(b), of Ms. Terri 
Allison, as the new Director, Maintenance and Operations. 

Ayes: Ms. Sabrena Rodriguez, Ms. Amy Callahan, Dr. Jerry Dannenberg, Ms. Velma Lomax 
Noes: None. Absent: None. Abstain: None. 

Superintendent's Report 
Superintendent Dr. Roger Rice, introduced Dr. Lorelle Dawes as the new Director of Expanded Learning. Dr. 
Dawes took a moment to thank Dr. Rice and the Board and expressed her excitement for beginning this new role. 

Dr. Rice took the opportunity to recognize the VUSD Gratitude Award recipients for the month of April. The 
Gratitude Awards were designed to recognize exceptional VUSD teachers, employees, volunteers, students, and 
administrators associated with VUSD. There were a total of 23 submissions who will receive a certificate of 
acknowledgement. Four individuals were randomly selected to also receive an Amazon gift card. 

Dr. Rice gave a shout out to all VUSD principals in honor of Principals' Day on May 1, 2022. 

Dr. Rice gave a shout out to Mr. Eric Reynolds, Director of Risk Manager, who was awarded the Central Office 
Administrator of the Year by the North Ventura County Chapter of the Association of California School 
Administrators. 

Student Board Members Ella Haas, representing Buena High School, Logan Bobis, representing Ventura High 
School, and Nina Segura, representing VACE, gave brief updates on the exciting things happening at their 
school sites. Dr. Rice then presented each Student Board Member with a plaque in appreciation and recognition 
of excellent service. The respective principals took a moment to thank their students for their service. 

Correspondence 
None. 

Public Comments 
The following individuals gave a public comment via email or live via Zoom*: 

1. Elizabeth Aguilera regarding the Healthy Schools Program. 
2. Alyssa Baarstad regarding the Healthy Schools Program. 
3. Alise Echele regarding the Healthy Schools Program. 
4. Ashley Pope regarding the Healthy Schools Program. 
5. Kelliann Kimura regarding the Healthy Schools Program. 
6. Jamie Goodenough regarding the Healthy Schools Program. 
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7. Jenny Jacobs regarding the Healthy Schools Program. 
8. David White regarding the Healthy Schools Program. 
9. Jennifer Brickey regarding the Healthy Schools Program . 

10. Michelle Johnston regarding exceptional leadership & extreme behavior. 
11 . Jenn Coffman regard ing concerns about a student. 
12. Ruben Galindo* regarding HR issues. 
13. Dan Nelson* recognized the "Day of the Teacher" and the "Day of the Nurses," and the hard work they 

put in every day. 
14. Carol Peek* thanked the VUEA teachers for always supporting the ESP's and for their collaborative 

working relationship; she also thanked the nurses and health techs and shared her appreciation for 
them . 

ACTION ITEMS 

14.a Consideration for Review of History Social Science Instructional Materials for Grades K-5 (First 
Reading) 
It was moved by Dr. Jerry Dannenberg, seconded by Ms. Velma Lomax and passed on a 
roll call vote of 3 - 1 to approve the History Social Science instructional materials for grades 

K-5 as presented. 

Ayes: Ms. Sabrena Rodriguez, Dr. Jerry Dannenberg, Ms. Velma Lomax 
Noes: Ms. Amy Callahan. Absent: None. Abstain : None. 

14.b Consideration of Resolution #22-15, "California Day of the Teacher" 
It was moved by Ms. Amy Callahan, seconded by Ms. Velma Lomax and passed on a roll call 
vote of 4 - 0 to approve Resolution #22-15 , "California Day of the Teacher" as presented. 

Ayes: Ms . Sabrena Rodriguez, Ms. Amy Callahan, Dr. Jerry Dannenberg, Ms. Velma 
Lomax 
Noes: None. Absent: None. Abstain : None. 

14.c Consideration of Resolution# 22-16, "National Nurses' Day" 
It was moved by Dr. Jerry Dannenberg, seconded by Ms. Velma Lomax and passed on a roll 

call vote of 4- 0 to approve Resolution #22-16, "National Nurse's Day" as presented. 

Ayes: Ms. Sabrena Rodriguez, Ms. Amy Callahan, Dr. Jerry Dannenberg, Ms. Velma 
Lomax 
Noes: None. Absent: None. Abstain : None. 

14.d Consideration of Resolution #22-20, "Classified School Employee Week" 
It was moved by Ms. Velma Lomax, seconded by Ms. Amy Callahan and passed on a roll call 
vote of 4 - 0 to approve Resolution #22-20 , "Classified School Employee Week" as presented . 

Ayes : Ms. Sabrena Rodriguez, Ms. Amy Callahan, Dr. Jerry Dannenberg, Ms. Velma 
Lomax 
Noes: None. Absent: None. Abstain : None. 

14.e Consideration of Resolution #22-12, "School Communicators Day" 
It was moved by Dr. Jerry Dannenberg, seconded by Ms. Amy Callahan and passed on a roll 
call vote of 4 - 0 to approve Resolution #22-12, "School Communicators Day" as presented. 

Ayes : Ms. Sabrena Rodriguez, Ms. Amy Callahan, Dr. Jerry Dannenberg, Ms. Velma 
Lomax 
Noes: None. Absent: None. Abstain : None. 

14.f Declaration of Need for Fully Qualified Educators & Annual Statement of Need for 30 Day 
Substitute Teachers (First Reading) 
It was moved by Ms . Velma Lomax, seconded by Ms. Amy Callahan and passed on a roll call 
vote of 4 - 0 to approve the declaration of need for fully qualified educators and annual 
statement of need for 30 day substitute teachers as presented. 
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Ayes : Ms . Sabrena Rodriguez, Ms. Amy Callahan, Dr. Jerry Dannenberg, Ms. Velma 
Lomax 
Noes : None. Absent: None. Abstain : None. 

14.g Salary Schedule Principals 
It was moved by Ms. Velma Lomax, seconded by Ms. Amy Callahan and passed on a roll 

call vote of 4 - 0 to approve the Principal salary schedules as presented . 

Ayes: Ms. Sabrena Rodriguez, Ms. Amy Callahan, Dr. Jerry Dannenberg, Ms. Velma 
Lomax 
Noes: None. Absent: None. Abstain : None. 

14.h Ratification of the Declining Enrollment Committee Members 

14.i 

It was moved by Dr. Jerry Dannenberg, seconded by Ms. Amy Callahan and passed on a 
roll call vote of 4 - 0 to approve the ratification of the Declining Enrollment Committee 
Members list as presented. 

Ayes : Ms. Sabrena Rodriguez, Ms. Amy Callahan, Dr. Jerry Dannenberg, Ms. Velma 
Lomax 
Noes: None. Absent: None. Abstain : None. 

Award of Bid C2-23 Atlas K-8 Conversion (First Reading) 
It was moved by Dr. Jerry Dannenberg, seconded by Ms . Velma Lomax and passed on a 
roll call vote of 4 - 0 to approve Bid C2-23 Atlas K-8 conversion project to Tamar 
Construction as presented. 

Ayes: Ms. Sabrena Rodriguez, Ms. Amy Callahan, Dr. Jerry Dannenberg, Ms. Velma 
Lomax 
Noes: None. Absent: None. Abstain : None. 

14.j Award of Bid C6-23 Roofing at Various Sites (First Reading) 

14.k 

It was moved by Ms. Velma Lomax, seconded by Ms. Amy Callahan and passed on a roll 
call vote of 4 - 0 to approve Bid C6-23 Roofing at various sites project to the lowest 
responsive bidder for each site as presented . 

Ayes : Ms. Sabrena Rodriguez, Ms. Amy Callahan, Dr. Jerry Dannenberg, Ms. Velma 
Lomax 
Noes: None. Absent: None. Absta in: None. 

Consideration of Resolution #22-17, Continuing Board of Trustees Authority to Hold 
Virtual Meetings Pursuant to AB 361 . 
It was moved by Dr. Jerry Dannenberg, seconded by Ms. Velma Lomax and passed on a 
roll call vote of 4 - 0 to approve Resolution #22-17, continuing the Board of Trustees 
authority to hold virtual meetings pursuant to AB 361 as presented. 

Ayes : Ms. Sabrena Rodriguez, Ms. Amy Callahan, Dr. Jerry Dannenberg, Ms. Velma 
Lomax 
Noes: None. Absent: None. Abstain : None. 

CONFERENCE - SUPERINTENDENT 

15.a Board Member Selection Process for Trustee Area 5 
The Board discussed the selection process for the current Board member vacancy in Trustee 
Ares 5. A Special Board meeting has been scheduled for May 18, 2022 and a total of six 
applications were received by today's 4:00 p.m. deadline. There was Board consensus to 
interview all candidates that meet the criteria listed on the application. The Special Board 
Meeting will take place in person and will not be livestreamed. 
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CONSENT CALENDAR 
It was moved by Ms. Amy Callahan, seconded by Ms. Velma Lomax and passed on a roll call vote of 4 - 0 to 
approve consent items #16-20 as presented. 

Item #19.a, Ventura High School Dolores Huerta Mural, was pulled for discussion. Mr. Mateo Navarro, ASB 
Vice-President of Ventura High School, shared information about the mural and noted over $14,000 was raised 
in only three weeks. 

Ayes: Ms. Sabrena Rodriguez, Ms. Amy Callahan, Dr. Jerry Dannenberg, Ms. Velma Lomax 
Noes: None. Absent: None. Abstain: None. 

CONSENT- EDUCATIONAL SERVICES 

16.a California Interscholastic Federation (CIF) Applications for Renewal of Multi-School Membership 

16.b Overnight, Out of the Tri-County and Ratification Field Trips 

CONSENT - HUMAN RESOURCES - Certificated 

17.a Ratification of Administration's Approval of Employment of Adult Education Teachers 

17. b Certification of Temporary Athletic T earn Coaches 

17.c Ratification of Administration's Approval of Employment and Reemployment of Substitute 

Teachers for the 2021-22 School Year 

17.d Ratification of Administration's Approval of Resignations, Retirements and Release for 

Certificated Personnel for the 2021-22 School Year 

17.e Ratification of Administration's Approval for Leave of Absence for Certificated Personnel for the 
2021-22 and/or 2022-23 School Year 

17.f Approval of Administration's Recommendation of Employment Status Changes for 21-22 School 

Year 

17.g Ratification of Administration's Approval of Miscellaneous & Part-Time Certificated Assignments 

for the 2021-22 School Year 

CONSENT - HUMAN RESOURCES - Classified 

18.a Classified Position Changes 

18.b Release of Probationary Classified Employee 

18.c Classified Personnel Changes 

CONSENT - BUSINESS SERVICES 

19.a Ventura High School Dolores Huerta Mural 

19.b Award of Request for Proposal for Guard Services 

19.c Ratification of Purchase Orders and Contracts 

19.d Ratification of Check Payments 

CONSENT - SUPERINTENDENT 

20.a Consideration of Board Meeting Minutes 
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BOARD REPORTS 

Trustee Velma Lomax shared that she is on the Declining Enrollment Committee and the biggest focus right 
now is a survey to all parents to find out why they are leaving VUSD. Ms. Lomax noted her passion for robotics, 
and shared that Team 4414 went all the way to the World Championships. She also noted that Cabrillo Middle 
School's First Lego League Team is currently trying to get their invention patented. 

Trustee Amy Callahan noted that she was a chaperone for the CIMI outdoor education program. Ms. Callahan 
attended the CSBA/ACSA Coast-2-Coast conference last month in Washington D.C. Ms. Callahan also 
attended the last parent Advisory Committee (PAC) meeting of the year at Sa'aliyas Ranch. Lastly, Ms. 
Callahan attended the ACSA Region 13 awards where several VUSD staff were honored including Dr. Rice 
who received the Superintendent of the Year Award. 

Trustee Jerry Dannenberg shared that he attended the ELL Reclassification event on April 19 at Buena High 

School. Dr. Dannenberg also noted his attendance at the PAC meeting at Sa'Aliyas Ranch, Teacher of the 

Month Celebration at Will Rogers, and FTHS AVID program. 

Trustee Sabrena Rodriguez attended the VEP Launch event and thanked all of the organizers. Ms. Rodriguez 

congratulated VHS & BHS theater programs on their musicals sharing that she was able to attend the musical at 

Buena and it was incredible. Lastly, she attended the Coast-2-Coast conference in Washington D,C. and noted 

that it was incredibly valuable. 

COMING EVENTS 

• AAPC Meeting: May 25th at 5:30 p.m.

• VHS Spring Music Concert: May 26th at 7:00 p.m.

• BHS Spring Music Concert: June 1st at 6:30 p.m.

• Teacher of the Month Celebration: June 1st at Balboa

• VUSD District Art Show: June 2nd at 5:00 p.m.

FUTURE BOARD ITEMS 

• Board Priorities - May 17

• Board Candidate Interviews - May 18

• LCAP & Budget - June 7 & 28

• Board Travel & Conferences - July 12

• Healthy Schools Program - TBD

• Parcel Tax Committee Update - TBD

BOARD/SUPERINTENDENT COMMENTS - (No official action will be taken) 

Superintendent Dr. Roger Rice, shared that earlier tonight during closed session, he shared with the Board that he 

has summited his letter of retirement effective September 3, 2022. He noted that he is extremely proud of 

the things that our District has accomplished and knows he is retiring leaving a very strong team to lead the 

way. Board President Sabrena Rodriguez shared that the Board is grateful for his hard work, passion, 

dedication, and incredible problem solving that he has brought to VUSD over these past three years. Ms. 

Rodriguez shared that the Board looks forward to celebrating his retirement in the near future. 

ADJOURNMENT 

It was moved by Ms. Velma Lomax, seconded by Ms. Amy Callahan and passed on a roll call vote of 4 - 0 to 

approve to adjourn the meeting at 10:23 p.m., until the next Regular Scheduled Board meeting to take place 

on May 24, 2022. 

Ayes: Ms. Sabrena Rodriguez, Ms. Amy Callahan, Dr. Jerry Dannenberg, Ms. Velma Lomax 

Noes: None. Absent: None. Abstain: None. 

APPROVED 
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