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Conneaut School District Elementary Writing K-6

Benchmark Assessments

These assessments will be used as diagnostics at the beginning of each school year. They are
based upon the scope and sequence chart independent skills for each grade level.

Grade Level

Benchmark Assessment

Kindergarten

Oral sentence: Tell me one thing you did this
summer. Draw a picture to illustrate it.

Grade 1

Draw a self-portrait (picture of yourself). Write one
or more sentences about yourself (minimum one
complete sentence).

Grade 2

Draw a picture of something you did this summer
on a t-shirt. Write at least three sentences to
describe what you did.

Grade 3

What is your favorite subject in school and why? In
a well-developed paragraph, explain why _ 1is
your favorite subject. (minimum five sentences:
focus, 3 details, concluding sentence)

Grade 4

Should 4™ graders receive an allowance? Why or

why not? Write an essay to support your viewpoint
on this issue.

Grade 5

Choose what you think would be the best job for
you when you become an adult. Write an essay to
explain why that would be the best choice for you.

Grade 6

Many students own cell phones. The principal of
your school has banned students from using cell
phones during the school day. Should students be
permitted to use cell phones at school? Write an
essay to support your view on this issue.

Conneaut School District Elementary Writing K-6 July 2008




indergarten

Benchmark Prompt Sheet
Kindergarten Rubric
Example
Hamburger 3 Graphic Organizer

Connsaut School District Elementary Writing K-6 July 2008



Name: Teacher Date:

Conneaut School District Elementary Writing Assessment
Writing Prompt Sheet (Kindergarten)

Planning:
¢ Think about what you want to say. Practice before you say it to the teacher.

Writing:
e Make sure the picture you draw matches the sentence you shared with the teacher.

Read the Entire Prompt Carefully

Oral sentence: Tell me one thing you did this summer. Draw a picture to
illustrate it.

Sentence:

Draw your picture here:

Conneaut School District Elementary Writing K-6 July 2008




Date:

Kindergarten Writing Rubric

Uses capital letter at beginning
of a senfence.

Uses end punctuation mark.

Uses spaces between words.

Correctly spells high frequency words.

Sentence(s) matches illustration.
Writes dominant consonant sounds.

Writes dominant vowel sounds.

Five words (minimum) in a sentence.
*(Applicable after February.)

Conneaut School District Elementary Writing - July 2008




Kindergarten

Benchmark Activity: (beginning of year oral response)

Tell me one -Hnmn vou did this summer

T el T ¥ upl L 1"

- Looking for a c_:omplg',re. sentence,

Independent Activity: (by end of year)

Student will write one complete sentence with a
minimum of five words.

TiviTy: (middie to end of The year)

hamburger graphic organizer
(bun- meat- bun) and write three sentences in
paragraph form based on Yopic.

Example: I went to the beach. The sand was hot. My feet
got burnt.



Benchimark Prompt Sheet
Grade 1 Rubric
Example

Hamburger 3 Graphic Organizer
Harmburger 5 Graphic Organizer

Conngaut Schoot District Elementary Writing K6 July 2008



Name: Teacher Date:

Conneaut School District Elementary Writing Assessment
Writing Prompt Sheet (1* grade)
Planning;
s Think about what you want to write.
¢ Reread the prompt to make sure you are writing about the topic.

Writing:
e Make sure you use complete sentences.

Read the Entire Prompt Carefully

Draw a self-portrait (picture of yourself). Write one or more sentences
about yourself (minimum one complete sentence).

Draw your picture here:

Sentences:

Conneaut School District Elementary Writing K-6 July 2008



NAME

DATE

WRITING RUBRIC- GRADE 1

FOCUS

All sentences develop
and stay on fopic

CONTENT

Relevant details to develop
the topic

ORGANIZATION

Sentences are in a
logical order which
include focus, detail,
and ending sentence

STYLE

Uses a variety of words
and complete sentences

CONVENTIONS

Word wall words spelled
correctly

Correct punctuation
Correct capitalization
Legible handwriting

TOTAL SCORE

3

W W W W

2 1

3N )
P
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GRADE 1

BENCHMARK ACTIVITY

Draw a self-portrait (a picture) of yourself and write one or more
sentences about yourself.

INDEPENDENT ACTIVITY

The students will write about their favorite toy. The students will
write 3 sentences.

Sentence 1- focus sentence

Sentence 2- (1) detail
Sentence 3- restates the focus sentence

Example

My favorite toy is Barbie. She is pretty and I like to change her
clothes. Barbie is the best.

GUIDED ACTIVITY B,

w &
The students will write 5 sentences with guidance. & %’g

= =]

m L]
Sentence 1- focus sentence 2 8 §
Sentence 2- main point 1 225
Sentence 3- main point 2 s EB°
Sentence 4- main point 3 E &k
Sentence 5- restates the focus sentence g a8

airplane. She has a lot of friends.

Barbie 15 the best!
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Benchmark Prompt Sheet
Grade 2 Rubric
Example

Hamburger 5 Graphic Organizer
Dog Bone 3 Graphic Organizer

Connsaut School District Elementary Writing K-6 July 2008



Name: Teacher Date:

Conneaut School District Elementary Writing Assessment

Writing Prompt Sheet (2nd grade)
Planning:
¢ Think about what you want to write.
¢ Reread the prompt to make sure you are writing about the topic.

Wiriting:
e Make sure you use complete sentences, Count the sentences when you are finished. Proofread carefully.

Read the Entire Prompt Carefully

Draw a picture of something you did this summer on the t-shirt. Write at least three sentences to
describe what you did.

Sentences:

Conneaut School Dhstrict Elementary Writing K-6 July 2008



Name

WRITING RUBRIC

GRADE 2
| R

Focus i ‘
All sentences develop the topic 302
and stay on topic '
Content :
Good details develop the topic 3 2
The reader gets a clear picture
Oggggnizatinn
Details are in a logical order 32

Good beginning, middle, and end
The paragraph has 3 details

Style

Uses a variety of words 32
Conventions

Uses good spelling 3 2

Uses grammar

Uses good punctuation
Uses capitalization
Indented paragraphs
Uses complete sentences

TOTAL SCORE

Y

Conneaut Schenl District Elementary Writing  July 2008



GRADE 2

BENCHMARK ACTIVITY

Draw a picture of what you did this summer on a t-shirt. Write 3
or more sentences about what you did.

INDEPENDENT ACTIVITY

The students will write about why their school is the best. The
students will write 5 sentences. ‘

Sentence 1- focus sentence

Sentence 2- main point 1

Sentence 3- main point 2

Sentence 4- main point 3

Sentence 5- restates the focus sentence

Example
My schoot is the best. Math is my favorite subject because 1
learned how to add. Ihave a lot of friends. We have fun playing

on the swings at recess. School is a great place because I learn a
lot, play outside, and have fun with my friends.

Conneaut School District Elementary Writing (July 2008)



GUIDED ACTIVITY

The students will write 3 paragraphs.
Paragraph 1- 3 sentences- introduction
Paragraph 2- 5 senfences- body
Paragraph 3- 3 sentences- conclusion

Example -

My school is the best. Ilearn new things, make many
friends, and play outside at recess. This is why my school is the
best.

 like learning new things. Math is my favorite subject. I
learn how to regroup in addition and subtraction. Also, we go {0
the computer lab to practice Rainforest math. Learning new things
1s great.

Alice Schafer Elementary is the best school ever. Learning 1s
fun at our school. Everyone should go to my school.

Conneaut School District Elementary Writing (Iuly_2008) 2
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Dog Bone Organizer

Big dea:

Concluding Sentence:




rade 3

Benchmark Prompt Sheet
Grade 3-6 Rubric
Example
Hamburger § Graphic Organizer
Dog Bone 3 Graphic Organizer
Dog Bone 5 Graphic Orgamzer
Modified Big Dog Graphic Organizer
Essay Checklist
Narrative Checklist

Connsaut School District Elesnentary Writing K-6 July 2008



Name; Teacher Date:

Conneaut School District Elementary Writing Assessment
Writing Prompt Sheet (3rd grade)
Planning:
e  Think about what you want to write.
¢ Reread the prompt to make sure you are writing about the topic.

Writing:
e  Write your paragraph neatly on the lines below.
e Proofread and make any necessary corrections. Count the sentences.
¢ Include specific details and examples to support your focus.

Read the Entire Prompt Carefully

What 1s your favorite subject in school and why? In a well-developed
paragraph, explain why 1s your favorite subject. (minimum five
sentences: focus, 3 details, concluding sentence).

Conneaut School District Elementary Writing K-6 Juiy 2008
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Grade 3
Benchmark: 5 Sentence Paragraph (topic, 3 details, conclusion)

Example: My favorite subject in school is math. Tlove math because we play games.
We also learn how to multiply and divide. What I really like about math class is that we
sometimes have 3 teachers. Ilove going to math class everyday.

Independent: 3 paragraphs 3-5-3 (Intro, body, conclusion}

Example: My favorite subject in school is math. Ilove math because we get to play
games. Math is my favorite class during the day.

My favorite subject is math because we get to play games. For example, we get to pick a
partner. Then we choose a card, dice, clock, or money game. We usually switch games
after 15 minutes. Games help make math my favorite subject.

Math is my favorite subject in school. We play games to practice what we have learned.
I love going to math class.

Guided: 5 pafagraphs (5 sentences each) (Intro, 3 detail paragraphs, conclusion)

Example: My favorite subject in school is math. I love math because we play games.
We also learn how to multiply and divide. What I really like about math class is that we
sometimes have 3 teachers. Ilove going to math class everyday.

My favorite subject is math because we get to play games. For example, we get to pick a
~ partner. Then we choose a card, dice, clock, or money game. We usually switch games
after 15 minutes. Games help make math my favorite subject.

We learned how to multiply and divide. We learned how to multiply by singing songs.
We also practice with flashcards. We used candy and cereal to learn how to divide.
Learning how to multiply and divide was fun,.

I reaily Jike my math class because some days we get to have 3 teachers. The teachers
help us when we don’t understand. Sometimes the teachers run centers that we all get to

go to. There is always one teacher available to work with me when [ need it. Tlike
having 3 teachers in my ‘math class.

Math is my favorite subject. I really enjoy playing games with my friends. I also love
learning how to multiply and divide. Ireally like having 3 teachers in my math class. 1
can’t wait to go to math class everyday.
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Dog Bone Organizer

Concluding Sentence:

—~ s e VN il ok YT s mmvbamee AT eidin e £ T2 20NN



The Big Dog Graphic Organizer

Write the prompt:

Tell Me What You're Going to Say... Introductory Paragraph

+ Use prompt words
" Use your one big idea

Conneaut School District Elementary Whriting —~ July 2008




| _DogBonebrganizef |

Big Idea:
Big Idea: |
Bigldea:

Concluding Sentence:

3ee ey ke

oot @ahenl Pritrict Elementary Writing (July-2008)



Essay Checklist

Author: -

Ed_itor:

Directions: Answer the questions belov as you read your parteer’s essay. Use proofreading
marks on the essay to correct mistakes. '

1. Does tﬁis essay have 5 pafagraphs? YES or NO
2. Are there 5 sentences in each paragraph? _ YES or NO
3. Did the author restate the question? YES or NO
4. Are there 3 reasons in this essay? | YES or NO
S. Does the author use transitional words? (first, second,...) YES or NO
6. Does every Sentence start with a capital letter? : YES e;o‘r NO ' o
7. bDoes every sentence end with a punc{uation _i:nark? YES or NO
8. Did you find moré thaﬁ 3 spelling mintakes? YES or NO
" 9. Does the author stay on task throughout the essay? YES or NO

10. Was it easy t6 read and understand this essay? ' "YES or NO




Say It...Big ldea

Tell Me What You Said... Closing Paragraph

"« Restate your prompt in different words

Conneaut School District Elementary Writing — July 2008



rades 4-6

Benchmark Prompt Sheets Grades 4, 5, 6
Grade 3-6 Rubric
Dog Bone Graphic Organizer
Big Dog Graphic Organizer
Essay Checklist
Narrative Checklist

Conneaut School District Elementary Writing July 2008



Narrative Essay Checklist

Author: Editor: _

Directions: Answer the questions below as you read your partner’s essay. Use proofreading
marks on the essay to correct mistakes.

I. Who?

2. What?

3. Where?

4, When?

5. Why?

6. Does this essay have 5 paragraphs? - YES or NO
7. Did the author restate the question? YES or NO
5. Does the story have a beginning, middle, and an end? YES or NO
6. Does every sentence start with a capital letter? " YES or NO
7. Does every sentence end with a punctnation mark? YES or NO
8. Did you find less than 3 spelling mistakes? | YES or NO
9. Does the author stay on task throughout the essay”? YES or NO

10. Was it easy to read and understand this essay? YES or NO



Name: Teacher Date:

Conneaut School District Elementary Writing Assessment
Writing Prompt Sheet (4th grade)

You will have approximately 60 minutes to plan, write and proofread your essay, making any
necessary revisions. Any student may request extended time.

Planning:
e Think about what you want to write.
e Reread the prompt to make sure you are writing about the topic.
e Make a graphic organizer before you begin.
e Read carefully each of the statements below the prompt. Each statement refers to one of
the scorable domains: focus, content, organization, style and conventions.

Writing:
e Write your essay neatly on the white lined paper.
e Make sure you have a minimum of three paragraphs (introduction, body, conclusion).
s Count the sentences in cach paragraph (minimum of 3 -5 - 3).
e Proofread your essay and make any necessary corrections.
¢ Staple this prompt sheet to the back of your essay.

Read the Entire Prompt Carefully

’ Should 4™ graders receive an allowance? Why or why not? Write an
| essay to support your viewpoint on this issue.

As you write your essay, remember to:
s Clearly state your position in the introduction. Use the words from the prompt.
¢ Include specific details and examples to support your reason.
+ Use transitions to connect paragraph to paragraph and idea to idea.
¢ Use a variety of words and well-constructed sentences.
s Correct errors in capitalization, punctuation, sentence formation, spelling and usage.

Conneaut School District Elementary Writing K-6 July 2008



Name: ' Teacher Date:

Conneaut School District Elementary Writing Assessment
Writing Prompt Sheet (5th grade)

You will have approximately 60 minutes to plan, write and proofread your essay, making any -
necessary revisions. Any student may request extended time.

Planning:
o Think about what you want to write.
¢ Reread the prompt to make sure you are writing about the topic.
¢ Make a graphic organizer before you begin.
e Read carefully each of the statements below the prompt. Each statement refers to one of
the scorable domains: focus, content, organization, style and conventions.

Writing;
e Write your essay neatly on the white lined paper.

e Make sure you have a minimum of five paragraphs (introduction, 3 body paragraphs,
conclusion).

e Count the sentences in each paragraph. Does each one have at least five?
e Proofread your essay and make any necessary corrections.
¢ Staple this prompt sheet to the back of your essay.

Read the Entire Prompt Carefully

Choose what you think would be the best job for you when you become
an adult. Write an essay to explain why that would be the best choice
for you.

As you write your essay, remember to:
o C(learly state your focus in the introduction. Use the words from the prompt.
» Include specific details and examples to support your body paragraphs.
o Use transitions to connect paragraph to paragraph and idea to idea.
¢ Use a variety of words and well-constructed sentences. '
o Correct errors in capitalization, punctuation, sentence formation, spelling and usage.

Conngaut Schoot District Elementary Writing K-6 July 2008




Name: Teacher Date:

Conneaut School District Elementary Writing Assessment
Writing Prompt Sheet (6th grade)

You will have approximately 60 minutes to plan, write and proofread your essay, making any
necessary revisions. Any student may request extended time.

Planning:
e Think about what you want to write.
e Reread the prompt to make sure you are writing about the topic.
s Make a graphic organizer before you begin.
o Read carefully each of the statements below the prompt. Each statement refers to one of
the scorable domains: focus, content, organization, style and conventions.

Writing:
o Write your essay neatly on the white lined paper.

¢ Make sure you have a minimum of five paragraphs (introduction, 3 body paragraphs,
conclusion).

s Count the sentences in each paragraph. Does each one have at least five?
e Proofread your essay and make any necessary corrections.
o Staple this prompt sheet to the back of your cssay.

Read the Entire Prompt Carefully

Many students own cell phones. The principal of your school has banned
students from using cell phones during the school day. Should students
be permitted to use cell phones at school? Write an essay to support your
view on this 1ssue.

As you write your essay, remember to:
¢ Clearly state your position in the introduction. Use the words from the prompt.
» Include specific details and examples to support your reasons.
o Use transitions to connect paragraph to paragraph and idea to idea.
e Use a variety of words and well-constructed sentences.
e Correct errors in capitalization, punctuation, sentence formation, spelling and usage.

Conneaut Schoo! District Elementary Writing K-6 July 2008



saded yueg 21038 01 Y3noua Jou) U RS {asuas OU SN EW) JUILIGOU] Qlq18a[[1 :21QE1025-UON

SUIIestt

guTuedu o)

TUITEoW o) 1M 212J 1)UL

"gUTIeaW jIMm S19]I8]ul Jou

[Iim o19)Iajul SI0TI3 T

TiTA SXayJo]Ul SIOLI3 SW0S

§I0110 o1 JO 'AUE JT M3]

op 2S2Id 208 181]) SI011Y

SUOI)UIAUO))
"§90US1UIS JO [0NUOD “pojusWISeL] IO pIBMME

[eWIUIy “woneniound pue | SI0USUSS -woyenjound pue -uoneniound pue -uoyenyound pue Suijfeds
Suijjads ‘aFesn ‘rewnured Furp{ads ‘o5esn ‘rewruiels ul Burpjeds “a8esn ‘reurued ul | ‘ofesn ‘rewiwrels ui juasaxd
ur juaseid sioue AUR juosaid aq Arw s10110 AUBAL 1esald oq ArUl S10119 JUIOS ale ‘AUE J1 ‘SI0H2 M3

A1k
"2INJONIS 2OUSNUSS "3IMIONIS DOUDJUSS "2INJONTIS SOUSIUIS ‘3INJONI]S 2UIIUIS
pure Sus] 90USUSS 2010y | PUE YIFUS] 20UIIULS ‘3010U0 | PUE ISUS] 20UJUIS 010YD | puB 35us] 20USIUSS DITOYD
plom Jo AjalreA [BWIUTA piom JO AJolIBA PAITUIT] pIoMm JO AjoLIea 20§ pIOM JO A10LIEA SUONS
-stydexSered -syderdered usamiaq pue
U50/10q JUSPIAS SUONISTRLY, |  UIJIIM JUSPIAD SUOBISUELL

) ) . . HONBZIUES.I()
JUSPIA2 10y1230) pan 10U . MO[] Seapt eyl O] SBap! SjeW 01 S

SPIOM UOTISURI) ON 51 SBOpT ‘SUONISURY) M2 0] SPIOM WONISUEI] SWIOS | SPIOM UOLISUET) JO AjaLreA
"SBaPI JO MO[J [BOIGO[ ON | "TUIPIAS uonezIedIo oI | Suisn ‘paziuesio AJ[eoI50] e Sursn paznuesio A[YsSiH

"Seop1 ureut -

"$eOPI UIEUL 911 oy ure[dxe (G-7) S[1EISP Juaquoyy

-Sgapl uTewl 91 ure[dxs -seap! urew ay) urefdxa (7 uredxe sojdurexa pue(s) Sunoddns pue sojdwexa
sjreyop Surpoddns oN | -1) S[TR19p Suruoddns moq sjteiap Sunzoddns awIog eAs[al “padofaAap-ToM
“3j{Se) pue apoul "s[se1 pue “jse) pue “yse} pue

JO SSOUSIEME [EUITUIIA] | 3POU JO SSAUIemE PN | 9pot O SSOUSIEME [RISUSY) | SPOUI JO SSOUIIEME uepiAg SN0

"eapt
UTRW JO 25UAS OU 10 9]

“POUOTIUSTU DJB
sywrod awos ng ‘PAYSIgeIss
®OPT UTBUT IBO ON

uasaid s1 eapt uTEN

dwoid

3Y) WO PaYSIqeIsd
eop! urew 1ea]d ‘dreys

(o158q MO[2Q)Y

(d152q) ¢

Guanyoid) ¢

(paaueApE) b

(3007 AInr) 9-¢ SIPLID) dLIqny SunNLIM AIBIUAWRAH 11ISK [00Y2S INE3UU0])




The Big Dog Graphic Organizer

Tell Me What You're Going To Say..... Introductory Paragraph
Use words from the prompt
Use your three big ideas

@
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Say It.....Big Idea

@

s & @ @

Say It.....Big Idea
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Say It.....Big Idea

®
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@

Tell Me What You Said....Closing Paragraph
Restate your prompt in different words
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L]
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Doqg Bone Intr_oduction

> Focus

Big Idea #1
> Big ldea #2
| Big ldea #3

> Restate Focus

Focus: Use the words from the prompt
| Big ldea #1
Big ldea #2
Big ldea #3
Restate Focus: Use words from the prompt,
but in a DIFFERENT way
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Narrative Essay Checklist

Author: , Editor:

Directions: Answer the questions below as you read your partner’s essay. Use proofreading
marks on the essay to correct mistakes.

1. Who?

2. What?

3. Where?

4. When?

5. Why?

6. Does this essay have 5 paragraphs? YES or NO
7. Did the author restate the question? YES or NO
5, Does the story have a beginning, middle, and an end? YES or NO
6. Does every sentence start with a capital letter? YES or NO
7. Does every sentence end with a punctuation mark? YES or NO
8. Did you find less than 3 spelling mistakes? YES or NO
9, Does the author stay on task throughout the essay? YES or NO

10. Was it easy to read and understand this essay? YES or NO



Essay Checklist

Author:

Editor:

Directions: Answer the questions below as you read your partner’s essay. Use proofreading
marks on the essay to correct mistakes.

1. Does this essay have S paragraphs? | YES or NO
2. Are there 5 sentences in each paragraph? . YES or NO
3. Did the author restate the question? .AYES or NO
4. Are there 3 reasons in this essay? | YES or NO

3. Does the author use {ransitional words? (first, second,...) YES or NO

6. Does every sentence start with a capital letter? YES é-)'-l' NO o
7..Does every sentence end with a punciuation mark? YES or NO
8. Did you find mort;, thah 3 spelling mistakes? YES or NO

© 9. Does the author stay on task threughout the essay? YES or NO

10. Was it easy t6 read and understand this essay? ' "YES or NO




Common Writing

Vocabulary

Focus
Content
Organization
Style
Conventions
Introduction
Body Paragraph
Conclusion
Transitions
Narrative
Persuasive

Informational

Useful Transitions

Connect Paragraph to Paragraph
Sentence to Sentence

To compare, contrast:
Similarly

Likewise

In the same way

On the other hand
Even though
Otherwise

however (do not start sentences with)

To emphasize a point:
In fact

Truly

There can be no doubt
For these reasons

To add information:

For instance

For example

Again

Another

also (do not start sentences with)
In addition

Furthermore

To conclude or summarize:
Clearly

Finally

To sum up

Therefore

As aresult

All 1 all

To show time:
Immediately
Meanwhile
First, second
Next

As soon as
Later

Then
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