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Dear Future AP Art Class, 
I look forward to working with you to develop your artistic vision.  Please understand that you are enrolling in a 
class that will require a great deal of time, effort and motivation. The AP Studio Art course will be taught at a faster 
pace than the normal high school art course, with higher-level skills, outside projects, readings, gallery and exhibit 
visits expected. You will also work with your classmates to plan and execute art shows and are expected to 
participate in school art shows and department events throughout the year. 
 
Expect to spend significant time outside of class working on your artwork in order to successfully prepare your A.P. 
Studio Art Portfolio. You will be creating a visual journal, and roughly a project every two weeks. You are also 
required to keep a digital portfolio. The grading is more stringent, and the submission of a portfolio is mandatory. 
You will be responsible for photographing and documenting all work. 
 
As an AP art student, you are asked to emphasize research, experimentation, exploration, discovery, 
inventive thinking, and problem solving. There are three portfolio options; Drawing, 2D Art & Design, and 3D Art 
& Design. 
 
Consult this websites for information about the AP Studio Art program: 

https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/courses : College Board website with course information 
 

During the coming year, you will build a portfolio of work to submit for the AP Exam. Summer assignments help to 
begin developing themes in your work and alleviate the pressure during the school year of producing the many 
quality pieces needed for a successful portfolio. 

Email me if you have any questions! 

Mr. Ratcliff 
Ratcliffj@calvertnet.k12.md.us 
 
All summer assignments are due at the beginning of class on the first day of school. If you do not have these 
assignments completed at that time, you will be transferred to a regular art class. No excuses will be 
accepted. 
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Here are directions and a screenshot that will help you to join the summer course.  

1. Log into Schoology. 
2. Select Courses in the top menu. 

3. Click My Courses. 
4. From the My Courses page, click Join Course on the right side of the page. 

5. Enter your access code T53G-6WPZ-JDZTM  
6. Click Join. 
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