
RETURN TO LEARN
UPDATED: JUNE 20, 2022

Putnam City Schools will continue in-person five days a week during the 2022-23 school year. 
�e Return to Learn Plan will continue to be reviewed and updated regularly by a designated 

consultation committee consisting of various stakeholders. Should situations arise that require the 
plan to change, the committee will review and amend the plan accordingly.

 

TRADITIONAL
•On-site learning with extra safeguards in place including adapted learning 

environments 

•1:1 devices provided in Pre-K through 12th grade

•Prepared to transition to Distance Learning

•Remote Learning Days (see details in Return to Learn Plan)

•Virtual Learning Days if guidelines require

•Individual circumstances will be considered on case-by-case basis  
(student with an IEP or 504 plan) 

PUTNAM CITY SCHOOL 
AT HOME

Students in grades K-5
•Learn from home - 100% online option

•May elect to participate in extracurricular activities
 

•Teachers are Putnam City Schools teachers

•One semester commitment required

•1:1 devices provided

PUTNAM CITY VIRTUAL
Students in grades 6-12 may enroll at the

beginning of each semester

•Learn from home - 100% online option

•May elect to participate in extracurricular activities 

•Grades 6-12 will have learning delivered through the 
Edgenuity platform

•One semester commitment required

•1:1 devices provided

Page 1



RETURN TO LEARN
Enrollment for returning and new students is online.  

Please visit www.putnamcityschools.org to begin your enrollment process.
You can enroll 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

Spanish and Vietnamese translation services are provided online.  
If you have questions concerning PC Virtual School or the enrollment process, please 

go to www.putnamcityschools.org/virtual for more information.

TERMS TO KNOW

Prevention and Wellness
Monitor Symptoms
Parents are encouraged to monitor for symptoms to prevent the spread of COVID-19 
on a daily basis which includes monitoring for a fever.  Students with a fever of 100 
degrees or higher are not allowed to attend school and should be kept home.  Stu-
dents quarantined or COVID-19 positive in isolation may participate in a Remote 
Learning Day.  Participation in Remote Learning due to COVID-19 will not impact a 
student’s attendance.

Masks

Students may choose to wear a mask at any time in Putnam City buildings and buses. 
We will continue to monitor the CDC’s COVID-19 Community Levels and COVID-19 
Prevention Behaviors as well as the latest information from numerous local, state, and 
national health organizations to help guide our decision-making process regarding 
mask use and recommended changes.

Distance Learning- Individual classrooms, schools, or the District are closed for 
an unspecified time. All learning is done remotely on District devices given to 
students to complete work.
Remote Learning Day- Days when an individual student is unable to attend 
school because of a positive COVID-19 test or quarantine. �ey learn remotely 
from home and are not counted absent if all lessons are submitted on time.
Virtual Learning Day- Declared days that students learn remotely.
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Wellness
Frequent handwashing will be practiced. Correct handwashing procedures will be pro-
moted.  Students will be asked to wash hands prior to eating, and especially a�er sneez-
ing, coughing, blowing their nose, and any other activity that could spread illness.  Addi-
tional hand sanitizing stations have been installed throughout school buildings and 
buses.  

Social Distancing
Social distancing may be used in classrooms and common areas such as hallways, cafe-
terias, and gyms when appropriate through consultation with the Oklahoma City/County 
Health Department. When needed, each school will create the most efficient approach 
to social distancing for their site as needed.

Transportation
Putnam City Schools will continue traditional transportation during times of in-person 
learning. Hand sanitizing stations have been added on each bus. 

Water Fountains
Water fountains will be operational. Students are encouraged to bring a pre-filled bottle 
of water each day. Students will have access to contact-free fountains to fill their bottles.

Mental Health
Putnam City Schools recognizes the importance of good mental health and increased 
funding to help employees stay better balanced. In an effort to support the 
well-being of our employees, we provide employees and their family members access to 
free and confidential counseling through the District’s Employee Assistance Program. 
Our long-time standing partner, Chance to Change, offers counseling on a variety of 
topics with specialists who can assist employees in building stronger mental health.

COVID-19 Diagnostic/Screening Testing 
District medical staff maintain a list of local providers and can share locations to sched-
ule appointments for diagnostic/screenings as needed with staff, students and families. 
�e District also maintains a contract with Total Wellness that may be used to provide 
COVID testing at a District site during times the CDC’s COVID-19 Community Levels 
indicates a need to offer this service to staff and students.  �e District also maintains a 
stock of COVID-19 home tests that can be distributed to parents as needed.

Vaccinations
�e District has contracts with the Oklahoma City/County Health Department and Total 
Wellness to provide COVID-19 vaccination clinics as needed to students and staff. An 
additional agreement is in place with the Oklahoma City/County Health Department to 
provide vaccinations to the community as well, as needed.
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Appropriate Accommodations for Students with Disabilities
Individual student needs will be addressed on a case-by-case basis regarding health 
and safety policies. Individualized Education Plans will include a contingency plan for 
periods of Distance Learning and alternative instructional schedules as appropriate.

Coordination with State and Local Health Officials 
Oklahoma City/County Health Department and the Oklahoma State Department of 
Health provide support and resources to the district in areas of health and safety. �e 
District remains in close contact with the Oklahoma State Department of Education, 
Oklahoma City/County Health Department, and the local Epidemiologist concerning 
COVID-19 guidelines and safety protocols enacted in our state and local area.

Healthy Facilities
To prevent, prepare, and respond to COVID-19, our district created daily cleaning pro-
tocols for classrooms, offices, hallways, restrooms, and cafeterias. School custodians 
will wipe down high-touch areas throughout the day and evenings. Individual sites or 
designated areas will be treated with bio-sprayers a�er any positive exposures. All 
classroom teachers are provided an EPA-approved disinfectant cleaner to wipe down 
high-touch surfaces in the classroom during the school day. Our Transportation de-
partment wipes down high-touch areas and sprays buses routinely.
 
In addition to replenishing fresh air and air filtration, the District installed Needlepoint 
Bipolar Ionization to increase the air quality in our schools and buildings to provide the 
cleanest air possible as we continue to focus on the safety of our students and staff. 
Needlepoint Bipolar Ionization works to safely clean indoor air, leveraging an electron-
ic charge to create a high concentration of positive and negative ions. �ese ions travel 
through the air, continuously seeking out and attaching to particles. �is process sets 
in motion a continuous pattern of particle combination. As these particles become 
larger, they are eliminated from the air more rapidly.

Staff Safety Enhancements
Putnam City Schools hired additional staff to promote health and safety, trace 
exposures, and respond to all COVID-19-related situations. In addition, employees 
completed professional development COVID-19 modules to be aware of safety pre-
cautions and symptoms.
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District medical staff will monitor the guidelines established by Centers for Disease Control,
Oklahoma City/County Health Department, and Oklahoma State Department of Education. 
Isolation and quarantine recommendations may change based on CDC’s COVID-19 Commu-
nity Levels.

Contact Tracing:
District nursing staff received contact tracing training to determine needed isolations/quar-
antines of staff and students. �e District Health Services Coordinator communicates and 
collaborates with the Oklahoma City/County Health Department as needed.

Students with COVID-19 Symptoms at School:
If a staff member suspects that a student may have COVID-19 symptoms, he/she will contact 
the school clinic and send the student to the clinic. If COVID-19 symptoms are present, par-
ents will be contacted to pick up their child and should seek a medical evaluation if parent 
determines necessary.

Isolation Rooms:
Isolation rooms may be utilized for students presenting COVID-19 symptoms or running a 
fever as needed.

Isolation and Quarantine: 
District medical staff consults with the Oklahoma City/County Health Department and local
epidemiologist on protocols regarding staff and students who have tested positive or been
identified as a close contact of someone with COVID-19

Current CDC guidelines for return to school can be found here.

COVID-19 PROTOCOLS
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Putnam City Schools will respond to the academic, social, emotional, and mental health needs of all 
students, particularly those students disproportionately impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic 
including students from low-income families, racial and ethnic minorities, English Language 
Learners, children with disabilities, students experiencing homelessness, children in foster care, and 
migratory students. 

Academic Needs  
All students are given high-quality, valid, and reliable assessments to determine academic needs and 
appropriate instruction. A Multi-Tiered System of Support (MTSS) is used to help improve the educa-
tional outcomes of all students. Students receive Tier 1 instruction which includes research-based 
district adopted curriculum and effective teaching strategies.  Evidence and research-based inter-
ventions are used to close the learning gap for students receiving Tier 2 and Tier 3 instruction. Other 
approaches include small group instruction, individual tutoring, a�er school tutoring, Title I Reading 
and/or Title I Mathematics support. 
 
Putnam City Schools ensures equitable access to academic resources for students identified with a 
disability on an Individualized Education Plan (IEP), English Language Learners on an English 
Language Academic Plan (ELAP), and elementary students at risk for reading difficulties on an 
Academic Progress Plan (APP).

Social Emotional/Mental Health Needs  
Putnam City Schools has assembled the Hope and Resiliency Team (HART) to support teachers and 
administrators in continuing to learn about hope, trauma informed practices, and other relevant 
topics in Social-Emotional Learning (SEL). �e team strives to equip schools to create an 
environment where students feel safe, connected, and ready to learn, with an emphasis on 
providing mental health support and resources.  

All school sites in Putnam City Schools have school counselors on site. Putnam City Schools 
counselors focus on three areas:  academic, social emotional development, and college and career 
readiness. During the pandemic there has been an intense effort to provide more social and 
emotional support to students and families. Counselors have access to and provide various local, 
state, and national resources including, but not limited to, suicide prevention, meal and food 
services, housing information and assistance, mental health services and mindfulness. Resources are 
shared in a variety of ways including the district webpage, school webpages, newsletters, emails, and 
social media.  School counselors provide engaging counseling and guidance lessons. 

Continuity of Services
Resources are in place to ensure students have services needed should school return to distance 
learning for safety reasons. Putnam City Schools is a one-to-one technology district enabling schools 
to send home a district issued device to continue learning if schools cannot deliver in-person 
instruction. Teachers have been extensively trained in providing quality instruction in a distance 
learning environment. Food services continues to provide meal service to students during any period 
of distance learning. 
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