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CITY OF NEW BRITAIN, CONNECTICUT 
 

Charter Revision Commission 
Regular Meeting  
April 26, 2022 

 
MINUTES 

 

1. Call to Order. 

Sharon Beloin-Saavedra called the meeting to order at 6:02 p.m.  

 

2. Roll Call. 

Members in Attendance: Sharon Beloin-Saavedra, Daniel Salerno, Neil Connors, Nathan 

Amos, Justin Dorsey, Carmelo Rodriguez and John Buckley. 

 

3. Public Comment.  

 Beloin-Saavedra opened the floor to public comment.  There were no comments from the 

public. 

 

      4. Approve April 21, 2022 Meeting Minutes.  

The Commissioners were provided a copy of the draft minutes from the April 21, 2022 

Regular Meeting for review and approval.  A motion was made by Dorsey to approve the 

minutes.  Motion was seconded by Amos.  Approved 7-0.  

 

      5. To tentatively vote on draft language to revise the Charter to include a position of Chief 

Operations Officer to work with the Mayor for daily management of the City of New Britain.  

 Beloin-Saavedra informed the Commissioners that Shipman & Goodwin LLP had 

prepared a blackline of the Charter with all of the changes recommended by the Commission, 

including draft language regarding the Chief Operations Officer. The Commissioners decided to 

discuss Agenda items #5 and #7 under Agenda item #8 below, reasoning that they could review 

all of the draft language in the blackline of the Charter and the draft report and then vote on them 

as a whole. 
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6.  To tentatively vote to revise the Charter to change the number of members on the 

Board of Education and the election process.  

 Beloin-Saavedra commented that upon further consideration of this topic, she would like 

to keep the Charter as it is currently written. She stated her belief that the Commission should 

minimize the number of changes to the Charter so that the public is able to better focus on the 

proposed changes the Commission deems most important.  She asked the other Commissioners if 

any of them wanted to revise the Charter to change the number of members on the Board of 

Education. Discussion ensued and none of the members expressed an interest in taking action on 

this item.   

7.  To tentatively vote on draft language for housekeeping and general language 

revisions in the Charter. 

 As discussed in item #5 above, the Commissioners opted to discuss this item under 

Agenda item 8 below.  

 

8. Review and provide comments on preliminary draft report of the City of New 

Britain Charter Revision Commission. 

Beloin-Saavedra directed the Commissioners to the draft report and the blackline changes 

to the Charter contained in their meeting packages.  The Commissioners asked Danielle Braun 

from Shipman & Goodwin to read the revised Charter in blackline form on a line-by-line basis.  

Danielle Braun began to read the Charter and asked the Commissioners to stop her with any 

questions or concerns.  

The Commissioners first asked a question regarding the language in new Section 8-8 

(Town & City Clerk) and Section 8-9 (Revenue Collector).  The Commissioners asked Braun 

and Mary Pokorski from Corporation Counsel whether these sections should use the same 

phrases describing appointment as are used in Section 8-2b regarding the appointment of 

department heads. After some discussion, the Commissioners agreed that the language in 

Sections 8-8 and 8-9 should be consistent with the appointment language in Section 8-2b. Braun 

wrote down the language and read it back to the Commissioners for their approval.  

After Braun read the new Article XV (Chief Operations Officer) the Commissioners 

engaged in a discussion regarding the pros and cons of including a detailed job description and 

list of qualifications in the Charter.  The Commissioners agreed on minor revisions to the 
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proposed language, including inclusion of the language in Section 8-2b language regarding 

appointment of Department Heads. 

Braun read the new Article XVII Charter Revision to the Commissioners and members of 

the public in attendance.  The Commissioners discussed and agreed upon revisions to the draft 

language provided. 

Braun directed the Commissioners to a partial list of endnotes to the Charter.  She 

explained that these are not technically part of the Charter and have not been updated on a 

regular basis causing them to be inconsistent.  After discussion, the Commissioners agreed that 

they the draft report to the Common Council should include a direction to the Common Council 

asking them to revise or update them.   

Connors made a motion to approve the revised Charter, including the additional revisions 

approved today as well as any other clean-up/conforming changes suggested by legal counsel.  

Motion seconded by Rodriguez.  Approved 7-0.   

Beloin-Saavedra directed the Commissioners to the draft report contained in their 

packages.  Braun reviewed each of the sections of the draft report with the Commissioners.  

Discussion ensued amongst the Commissioners and they suggested minor revisions to the report.   

Beloin-Saavedra indicated that she believed that the recommendation regarding filling 

vacancies for elected officials should include language encouraging the Common Council to 

include party leadership when filling any vacancy.  Other Commissioners agreed with the 

change.  Salerno noted that he was opposed to adding this language. 

Before the Commissioners voted on the draft report, Braun reviewed the additional 

changes suggested by the Commission. Dorsey made a motion to approve the revised draft 

report, including the additional revisions approved today as well as any other clean-

up/conforming changes suggested by legal counsel.  Motion seconded by Amos.  Approved 7-0. 

Beloin-Saavedra requested that Braun send the Commissioners revised versions of the 

blacklined Charter and the draft report, including the changes voted on by the Commission and 

any clean-up/conforming changes suggested by Shipman & Goodwin and/or Corporation 

Counsel.  She asked Braun to send a copy of the revised draft report and the blacklined copy of 

the Charter to the Town Clerk.  Braun agreed.  

 

9. Discuss Charter Revision. 
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 Beloin-Saavedra reminded the Commissioners that there is a meeting scheduled for 

Tuesday, May 10th (immediately following the public hearing).  She told the Commissioners that 

given the fact that they voted on the draft report and the blacklined Charter at tonight’s meeting, 

she would like to cancel the May 3rd meeting.  She also said she wanted to cancel the May 19th 

meeting, and that after the May 10th meeting, the Commissioners could decide whether they 

wanted to also cancel the May 12th meeting.  Discussion ensued.  The Commissioners agreed to 

cancel the meetings on May 3rd and May 19th.  

 

10. Adjournment. 

Motion made by Salerno to adjourn the meeting at 7:18 p.m.  The Motion was seconded 

by Connors.  Approved 7-0. 

 
 

Submitted by: 
 
Cheryl A. Rodzen 
Acting Recording Clerk 
 

SG 11073541v.4 




































































	April 26th meeting.pdf
	0422042620221445.pdf

