Summer Reading List for CP Juniors
Pick ONE from the four options listed below to read this summer. Please read and annotate your
selected book with the concept of identity v.s. culture in mind.
Culture: “Culture is the characteristics and knowledge of a particular group of people, encompassing
language, religion, cuisine, social habits, music and arts.”
“The Center for Advanced Research on Language Acquisition goes a step further, defining culture as
shared patterns of behaviors and interactions, cognitive constructs and understanding that are learned by
socialization. Thus, it can be seen as the growth of a group identity fostered by social patterns unique to
the group.
“‘Culture encompasses religion, food, what we wear, how we wear it, our language, marriage, music,
what we believe is right or wrong, how we sit at the table, how we greet visitors, how we behave with
loved ones, and a million other things,’ Cristina De Rossi, an anthropologist at Barnet and Southgate
College in London, told Live Science.” (LiveScience.com)
Identity: “Identity includes the many relationships people cultivate, such as their identity as a child,
friend, partner, and parent. It involves external characteristics over which a person has little or no control,
such as height, race, or socioeconomic class. Identity also encompasses political opinions, moral attitudes,
and religious beliefs, all of which guide the choices one makes on a daily basis. Identity formation
involves three key tasks: Discovering and developing one’s potential, choosing one’s purpose in life, and
finding opportunities to exercise that potential and purpose.” (psychologytoday.com)

Memoirs
Tuesdays With Morrie by Mitch Albom
Maybe it was a grandparent, or a teacher or a colleague? Someone older, patient and wise, who
understood you when you were young and searching, and gave you sound advice to help you make your
way through it? For Mitch Albom, that person was Morrie Schwartz, his college professor from nearly
twenty years ago.Maybe, like Mitch, you lost track of this mentor as you made your way, and the insights
faded. Wouldn't you like to see that person again, ask the bigger questions that still haunt you? Mitch
Albom had that second chance. He rediscovered Morrie in the last months of the older man's life.
Knowing he was dying of ALS - or motor neurone disease - Mitch visited Morrie in his study every
Tuesday, just as they used to back in college. Their rekindled relationship turned into one final 'class':
lessons in how to live. Tuesdays with Morrie is a magical chronicle of their time together, through which
Mitch shares Morrie's lasting gift with the world.
Born a Crime by Trevor Noah
Trevor Noah’s unlikely path from apartheid South Africa to the desk of The Daily Show began with a
criminal act: his birth. Trevor was born to a white Swiss father and a black Xhosa mother at a time when
such a union was punishable by five years in prison. Living proof of his parents’ indiscretion, Trevor was
kept mostly indoors for the earliest years of his life, bound by the extreme and often absurd measures his

mother took to hide him from a government that could, at any moment, steal him away. Finally liberated
by the end of South Africa’s tyrannical white rule, Trevor and his mother set forth on a grand adventure,
living openly and freely and embracing the opportunities won by a centuries-long struggle.

Fiction
The Art of Racing in the Rain by Garth Stein
Enzo knows he is different from other dogs: a philosopher with a nearly human soul (and an obsession
with opposable thumbs), he has educated himself by watching television extensively, and by listening
very closely to the words of his master, Denny Swift, an up-and-coming race car driver. Through Denny,
Enzo has gained tremendous insight into the human condition, and he sees that life, like racing, isn’t
simply about going fast. Using the techniques needed on the race track, one can successfully navigate all
of life’s ordeals. A heart-wrenching but deeply funny and ultimately uplifting story of family, love,
loyalty, and hope, The Art of Racing in the Rain is a beautifully crafted and captivating look at the
wonders and absurdities of human life…as only a dog could tell it.
The Beekeeper of Aleppo by Christy Lefteri
Nuri is a beekeeper and Afra, his wife, is an artist. Mornings, Nuri rises early to hear the call to prayer
before driving to his hives in the countryside. On weekends, Afra sells her colorful landscape paintings at
the open-air market. They live a simple life, rich in family and friends, in the hills of the beautiful Syrian
city of Aleppo—until the unthinkable happens. When all they love is destroyed by war, Nuri knows they
have no choice except to leave their home. But escaping Syria will be no easy task: Afra has lost her
sight, leaving Nuri to navigate her grief as well as a perilous journey through Turkey and Greece toward
an uncertain future in Britain. Nuri is sustained only by the knowledge that waiting for them is his cousin
Mustafa, who has started an apiary in Yorkshire and is teaching fellow refugees beekeeping. As Nuri and
Afra travel through a broken world, they must confront not only the pain of their own unspeakable loss
but dangers that would overwhelm even the bravest souls. Above all, they must make the difficult journey
back to each other, a path once so familiar yet rendered foreign by the heartache of displacement.
The Namesake by Jhumpa Lahiri
Meet the Ganguli family, new arrivals from Calcutta, trying their best to become Americans even as they
pine for home. The name they bestow on their firstborn, Gogol, betrays all the conflicts of honoring
tradition in a new world — conflicts that will haunt Gogol on his own winding path through divided
loyalties, comic detours, and wrenching love affairs

