
Incumbents unopposed for May 2
State law states that school board elections may be canceled when candidates 
are unopposed in a general election. Such is the case for Commerce ISD as 
no one filed against board incumbents LaVelle Hendricks and Mark Reid. 
Official action to cancel the election will be on the agenda for March 23. In 
the meantime, both officeholders will continue serving and will be sworn in 
again in May. 

In other action, the Board approved...
n	 Contracts for administrators and supervisory personnel were extended 

one year. Extensions were approved for Dr. Patricia Tremmel, assistant 
superintendent; Al Shipp, director of technology; Ludonna Smithers, 
director of personnel and communications; and John Walker, director of 
finance. Campus administrator contracts were approved including Steve 
Drummond, principal, CHS; Roger Brown, assistant principal, CHS; Tina 
Bronson, CMS; Brad Swain and Nick Smith, assistant principals, CMS; 
Dr. Lisa Palazzetti, principal, ACW; Jeannie Putman, assistant principal, 
ACW; Wanda Beane, principal, CES; and Patricia Nelle, assistant 
principal, CES.

n	 Contract extensions were also approved for Donna Yoakum, payroll/
PEIMS coordinator; Kathy Myers, director of health services; Rachel 
Myers, director of Tri County SSA; Melinda Reid, assistant director of Tri 
County SSA; and Dr. Andrea Ellis, director of NETCAT.  

n	 ACW Principal Dr. Lisa Palazzetti presented her campus report to the 
Board. A video which introduced staff and highlighted events of the year 
was shown. 

n	 Dr. Tremmel presented the status of the campus improvement and 
accountability progress. Interim assessments at CMS, ACW and CES 
were administered to allow teachers and administrators to see progress 
in reading and math. Hannah Farrell, district curriculum specialist, 
explained that results showed improvement over last year but, with 
still two months to go before the STAAR tests, weakness could still be 
targeted for improvement. 

n	 A high bid for property at 2600 Bois d’Arc Street, previously owned 
by Ivory Moore, Sr., was accepted by the Board of Trustees. The Texas 
A&M University System Board of Regents bid $38,500 for the 0.38-acre 
property with plans to include the site as a part of Texas A&M University-
Commerce’s future main entrance. 

n	 The 2020-2021 school calendar was also approved, (see attached).
Students begin school on Wednesday, August 12. Kindergarten through 
third-grade teachers must attend 10 days of Reading Academy staff 
development.  

Public Schools 
Week Activities

Monday, March 2
5 – 6 p.m. 

Commerce Middle School 
Open House

5:30 – 6:30 p.m.
Commerce High School

“Slide into Spring at CHS”
Visit CHS and gain free 

admission and hot dogs at the 
baseball games

Wednesday, March 5
5 – 6:30 p.m.

A. C. Williams Elementary 
Open House

5:30 – 6:30 p.m.
Commerce Elementary School

Open House
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BOARD MEETINGS 
7:00 · 3315 Washington

Mon . . . . . .       3/23
Mon . . . . . .      4/20
Mon . . . . . . .      5/18
Mon . . . . . . .      6/15



	 No Classes Held — Holiday

	 New Teacher Day

	 Student Holidays:

	 P	 Staff Development 

	 W	 Teacher Workday 

	 X	 Teacher Exchange Day

	 RA	 Reading Academy

  [	 Reporting Period Begins

  ]	 Reporting Period Ends

	 Bad Weather Day

	 Early Release

	 CISD offices closed

Students. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   171 days
Teachers. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 187 days

COMMERCE ISD
2020–21

2021 spring SEMESTER 

90 Instructional Days 
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7/22 –23. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Registration
Noon – 6 p.m. Wednesday

7:30 – 1 p.m. Thursday
7/27–30. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Reading Academy
8/3–4. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . New teacher days
8/5–7, 8/10–11 . .  .  .  .  .  .  Staff development
8/12. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . First day of class
9/7. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Holiday
10/2. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  End of 1st reporting period
10/5 – 9. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Teacher Exchange Days
	 Student holiday
10/12. .  Beginning of 2nd reporting period
11/2. Staff Development, Reading Academy
11/3 . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Early Release
11/23 – 27. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Holiday
12/18. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Early release
12/18. .  .  .  .  .  .  End of 2nd reporting period
12/21 –1/4 . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Holiday
1/5. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Staff development, Work Day
1/6. .  .  .  . Beginning of 3rd reporting period
1/18. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   Holiday
2/1. .  Staff development, Reading Academy
2/15. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Holiday
3/5. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . End of 3rd reporting period
3/8 –12. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Spring Break
3/15. .  .  . Beginning of 4th reporting period
3/22. Staff development, Reading Academy
4/2. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Bad weather make-up day
4/5. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Bad weather make-up day
4/19. Staff development, Reading Academy
5/27. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Early Release
5/27. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . End of 4th reporting period
5/28. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Teacher Workday
5/28. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Graduation
5/31. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Holiday
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2020 FALL SEMESTER 
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