
AP Studio Art Summer Assignments 2022

Date Due: August 19, 2022
Estimated time for completion: 12 weeks
Resources Required: sketchbook, camera (on your cell phone is acceptable) and art supplies as
needed (pencils, watercolors, chalk, pens/markers, color pencils)

How the assignments will be assessed: Each section will be assessed using the AP Art rubrics.

Purpose of the Assignments: The summer work acts as a review of foundational
material/concepts/skills. The work will expose students to required
material/concepts/skills/texts to prepare the student for the rigorous work to be completed
within the school year.

Helpful hints:
1. Draw directly from life instead of using reference photos, whenever possible. If you

must use a photo, take your own or use a photo from the public domain. Attach the
photo to the back of the work.

2. Use quality materials for your art. Good materials make it easier to create good work.
3. Use a variety of media, even combining them for mixed media.
4. Visit the AP Central website for the portfolio you are submitting often to see sample

portfolios and to become familiar with requirements.
http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/studiodrawing
http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/studio2d
http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/studio3d

5. Look at good art! Visit the local art centers, galleries, art museums, and art festivals.
Take your sketchbook with you, and render the work as well as your response to it. It is a
good thing to jot down your thinking process in your sketchbook as well as draw in it.

6. Read about art! I recommend reading Steal Like an Artist by Austin Kleon or Think Like
an Artist by Will Gompertz. Read art magazines, such as The Artist’s Magazine and
International Artist. You will find these in local libraries. Check out books about famous
artists in the library while you are there. Study the images in them.

7. Search the Internet for artists dealing with the same subject as you. Study their work,
life history, and influences.

http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/studiodrawing
http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/studio2d
http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/studio3d


1. Visual Journal 4x - 2 page spreads (40 points)
A visual journal is much like a diary but includes both words, sketches and mixed media.
You will complete 4, 2 page spreads. Each spread must include the following:

a. An observational drawing/painting.
Draw an object by actually looking
at it, not a picture of it.

b. Collage. You may collage photos,
images or colors from magazines or
newspapers, maps, tickets, other
doodles, etc.

c. Text. Your text may be a title,
thoughts, bullet points, paragraphs,
lyrics, etc.

Each spread will have a prompt. The title of
the prompt should be included somewhere on the spread.

1. Who am I
2. Summer Reading (You’ve been sucked into your summer reading book. what do

you see? Use the name of the book as your prompt title.)
3. Element (highlight an element of art)
4. Principle (highlight a principle of art)

2. Artist Research (80 points)
You will create 4,  2 page spreads with research on four different artists. You will choose:

1. One master artist whose work dates between the Renaissance and 1900
2. One female artist

a. Frida Kahlo
b. Georgia O’Keeffe
c. Adelaide Johnson
d. Florence Pride
e. Artemisia Gentileschi
f. Edmonia Lewis
g. Meta Fuller
h. Elizabeth Gardner

i. Berthe Morisot
j. Kathe Kollwitz
k. Marie Braquemond
l. Harriet Hosmer
m. Marie McLaughlin
n. Eulabee Dix
o. Julia Cameron
p. August Savage

3. Two contemporary artists. Contemporary artists are those that have produced in the
second half of the 20th century or in the 21st century. Select one whose subject matter
or content is interesting and the other whose medium, process or style is interesting.

Your research pages must include the following:
1. An applied background using chalk (be sure to spray fix), marker, watercolor, color

pencils, graphite, etc.
2. A picture of the artist



3. A picture of your favorite work created by
the artist

4. Materials (The substances that the artist
manipulates.)

5. Process (The ways in which the artist plays
with ideas and manipulates or applies
materials. Constraints within this category
might include placing time limits, harnessing
chance, creating opportunities for
reflection, repeating themes or motifs,
collaborating, exploring a material, or using
a new/different technique.)

6. Form (The formal elements, compositional
arrangement, and the format of the artwork e.g., 2D, 3D, 4D,diptych.)

7. Context (The circumstances that surround the artwork. Where, when, how, and for what
purpose the work was made), including what was historically and socially present for the
artist at the time the artwork was made. As the context of an artwork changes, so too
does its meaning.)

8. Content (The concept, big idea, or subject of the artwork Note: The visible subject
matter is not necessarily the same as the content. For example, water lilies were often
Monet’s subject matter, but light was his content.)

3. Object Exploration (40 points)
Select a simple single object that you can draw from observation. Start with prompt number
one. Then choose nine of the prompts from the list below and apply the idea to your object. You
may use multiple spreads.

1. draw it realistically
2. crumple
3. sever
4. enclose
5. scatter
6. swirl

7. knot
8. spill
9. droop
10. zoom
11. wrap
12. bond

13. tension
14. dilute
15. shrink
16. weave

4. Mind Map (20 points)
Create a mind map to help you begin to establish an idea (question) for your sustained
investigation. Use the following ideas to begin your mind map: personal interests, passions, likes
and dislikes, favorite places, music that moves you, places that make you feel ill at ease. Feel
free to doodle or collage with this spread as well but it is not mandatory.

5. Art Museum, Gallery or Art Experience (20 points)
Artists are always looking at the work of other artists for enjoyment, education, and inspiration.
Go to an art museum, gallery or other art experience and record your experience in a two page
spread art journal entry. Your spread should include an observational drawing, collage and text.


