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PRESIDENTIAL

RECONSTRUCTION

THROUGHOUT THE WAR ABRAHAM LINCOLN had considered
Reconstruction his responsibility. Elected with less than
40 percent of the popular vote in 1860, he was acutely aware
that once the states of the Confederacy were restored to the
Union, the Republicans would be weakened unless they
ceased to be a sectional party. By a generous peace, Lincoln
hoped to attract former Whigs in the South, who supported
many of the Republicans’ economic policies, and build up a
southern wing of the party.

Lincoln’s 10 Percent Plan

Lincoln outlined his program in a Proclamation of Amnesty
and Reconstruction issued in December 1863. When 2
minimum of 10 percent of the qualified voters from 1860
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took a loyalty oath to the Union, they could organize a state
government. The new state constitution had to be republican
in form, abolish slavery, and provide for black education, but
Lincoln did not insist that high-ranking Confederate leaders
be barred from public life.

Lincoln indicated that he would be generous in grantiré
pardons and did not rule out compensation for slave prop
erty. Moreover, while he privately suggested permitting sy
black men to vote in the disloyal states, “as for instancé, the
very intelligent and especially those who have fought ga“a“,“y
In our ranks,” he did not demand social or political €% 2
for black Americans, and he recognized pro-Union gover™
ments in Louisjana, Arkansas, and Tennessee that allowe
only white men to vote.

) d
RADICAL REPUBLICANS The Radical Repubhcar-]s fO:I:V-
Ilimc.oln $ approach much too lenient. Strongly annslﬂ"m:e
adical members of Congress had led the strugglé © r;m“‘

emancipati . :
mancipation a war aim. Now they were in the 0



_ rights for the freed people. Lincoln argued that
canch should bear the responsibility for restor-
clations with the fOl'I.HCI‘ Confederate states. The
o0p° he other hand, believed that it was the duty of
f s ‘:2 et the terms under which states would regain
i e cinthe Union. Thopgh }he Rad1ca¥s often disagreed
e 18 ,;att rs, they were united in a determination to readmit
prs ales only after slavery had been ended, black rights
Sou[he[red and the power of the planter class destroyed.
Prowc ’

§ BILL Under the direction of Senator
, E-DAVI io and Representati i
e wade of Ohio an presentative Henry Winter
Beﬂjam] g nd, Congress formulated a much stricter plan
s © ruction. It proposed that Confederate states be
Jf Recom orarily by a military governor, required half the
uled temlI: males to take an oath of allegiance before drafting
yhite adute constitution, and restricted political power to the
a1ew St Unionists in each state. When the Wade-Davis bill
hardcdofoen the final day of the 1864 congressional session,
'Ssel exercised his right of a pocket veto. Still, his own
meoa:‘n could not succeed without the assistance of Con-
r;)sgsf which refused to seat Unionist representatives who had
been,ele cted from Louisiana or Arkansas. As the war drew to
4 lose, Lincoln appeared' ready to -make concessions to the
Radicals. At his final cabme.t meeting, I'1e approved placing
(e defeated South temporarily under military rule. But only
1few days later Booth’s bullet found its mark, and Lincoln’s

final approach to Reconstruction would never be known.

The Mood of the South

In the wake of defeat, the immediate reaction
among white southerners was one of shock, de-
spair, and hopelessness. Some former Confeder-
ates, of course, were openly antagonistic. A North
Carolina innkeeper remarked bitterly that Yan-
kees had stolen his slaves, burned his house, and
killed all his sons, leaving him only one privilege:
To hate "em. I git up at half-past four in the g
morning, and sit up till twelve at night, to hate A
™" Most Confederate soldiers were less -
Geflnt, having had their fill of war. Even among
hostle civilians the feeling was widespread that
the South myst accept northern terms.

I The mood of

p white southerners at the end of the
o was mixe

ereby 1 d. Many, like the veteran caricatured
hoStiIey O?f:t her n cartoonist Thomas Nast, remained
came ¢ /?r s, like Texas captain Samuel Foster,
g use :;Ve that the institution of slavery “had

el Slavese and that men “who actually ownec{' and
Yeir opini UP to this time,—have now changed in

Man t, a:”’s regarding slavery . . . to see that for a
Declargyi. . PrOPErty in man was wrong and that the
they s " Of Independence’ meant more than
e, Libever been able to see before.”

ra o
[LC‘USZGZ-1?I'.V1§fs§?n9’ESS. Prints and Photographs Division
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This psychological moment was critical. To prevent a resur-
gence of resistance, the president needed to lay out clearly what
white southerners had to do to regain their old status in the
Union. Any wavering on the peace terms could only increase
the likelihood of resistance. Perhaps even a clear and firm pol-
icy would not have been enough. But with Lincoln’s death, the
executive power had come to rest in far less capable hands.

Johnson’s Program of Reconstruction

JOHNSON’S CHARACTER AND VALUES Andrew
Johnson, the new president, had been born in North Carolina
and eventually moved to Tennessee, where he worked as a tai-
lor. Barely able to read and write when he married, he rose to
political power by portraying himself as the champion of the
people against the wealthy planter class. “Some day I will show
the stuck-up aristocrats who is running the country,” he vowed
as he began his political career. He had not opposed slavery
before the war—in fact, he hoped to disperse slave ownership
more widely in southern society. Although he accepted eman-
cipation as one consequence of the war, Johnson remained a
confirmed racist. “Damn the negroes,” he said during the war,
“T'am fighting these traitorous aristocrats, their masters.”

Because Johnson disliked the planter class, Republican
Radicals in Congress expected him to uphold their views on
Reconstruction. In fact, the new president did speak of trying
Confederate leaders and breaking up planters’ estates. Unlike
most Republicans, however, Johnson strongly supported
states’ rights. Furthermore, his prickly personality made con-
flict between the president and Congress inevitable. Scarred
by his humble origins, Johnson remained an outsider
throughout his life. When challenged or criticized he
became tactless and inflexible, alienating even those
who sought to work with him.

. JOHNSON’S PROGRAM Johnson moved
) i\ " ~quickly to return the southern states to their place in
| """\ the Union. He prescribed a loyalty oath that white
southerners would have to take to regain their civil
and political rights and to have their property, except for
slaves, restored. Excluded were high Confederate officials
and those with property worth over $20,000, who had to
apply for individual pardons. Johnson announced that
once a state had drafted a new constitution and elected state
officers and members of Congress, he would revoke martial
law and recognize the new state government. Suffrage was lim-
ited to white citizens who had taken the loyalty oath. This plan
was similar to Lincoln’s, though more lenient. Only informally
did Johnson ask that the southern states renounce their ordi-
nances of secession, repudiate the Confederate debt, and ratify
the proposed Thirteenth Amendment abolishing slavery.

The Failure of Johnson’s Program

SOUTHERN DEFIANCE = The southern delegates who
met to construct new governments were in no frame of
mind to follow Johnson’s recommendations, Several states
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merely repealed instead of repudiating their ordinances of
secession, rejected the Thirteenth Amendment, or refused to

repudiate the Confederate debt.

BLACK CODES Nor did the new governments allow
African Americans any political rights or make any effective
provisions for black education. In addition, each state passed
a series of laws, often modeled on its old slave code, that ap-
plied only to African Americans. These black codes did grant
African Americans some rights that had not been enjoyed by
slaves. They legalized marriages performed under slavery and
allowed black southerners to hold and sell property and to sue
and be sued in state courts. Yet their primary purpose was to
keep African Americans as propertyless agricultural laborers
with inferior legal rights. The new freedmen, or freedpeo-
ple, could not serve on juries, testify against whites, or
work as they pleased. South Carolina forbade
blacks to engage in anything other than agricul-
tural labor without a special license; Missis-

sippi prohibited them from buying or renting
farmland. Most states ominously provided J.»'
that black people who were vagrants could |
be arrested and hired out to landowners. :
Many northerners were incensed by the re-

strictive black codes.

ELECTIONS IN THE SOUTH South-
ern voters under Johnson’s plan also defi-
antly elected prominent Confederate
military and political leaders to office, headed
by Alexander Stephens, the vice president of
the Confederacy, who was elected senator from
Georgia. At this point, Johnson could have
called for new elections or admitted that a
different program of Reconstruction was
needed. Instead, he caved in. For all his

h rhetoric, he shrank from the prospect  in the House

hars
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of social upheaval, and he found it enormously gri:
when upper-class planters praised his conduct and e Questg
pardons. As the lines of ex-Confederates waiting to see p,
lengthened, he began issuing special pardons almost as fagt g
they could be printed. In the next two years he pardoned sop
13,500 former rebels.

In private, Johnson warned southerners against a reckles
course. Publicly he put on a bold face, announcing th
Reconstruction had been successfully completed. But mary
members of Congress were deeply alarmed.

Johnson’s Break with Congress

The new Congress was by no means of one mind. A smil
number of Democrats and a few conservative Republ:
cans backed the president’s program. At the other
end of the spectrum, a larger group of Radicd
Republicans, led by Thaddeus Stevens, Charks
Sumner, Benjamin Wade, and others, \Yﬂs
bent on remaking southern society in the I
age of the North. Reconstruction M
“revolutionize Southern institutions. 1
its, and manners,” insisted Represent™®
Stevens, “. . . or all our blood and m‘“ﬁ:
have been spent in vain.” Uniike JOhlr'ltsicai
Radicals championed civil 21 P"ljle ol
rights for African Americans a0 et
that the only way to maintain 10) g'n e
ments and develop a Republica® Par
South was to give black men the ball0 accal®
As a minority, the Radicals co" ate &
plish nothing without the aid of the m conﬂNSS'
publicans, the largest blOC e

Led by William Pitt Fessende® 2 "y
Trumbull, the moderate
a clash with the presidep
no desire to foster socid

R

t, and 2o
VoluIlO“




1 equality in the Soutl?. But they wanted to keep
mote ramaeaders from reassuming power, and they were
i defawh © the former slaves needed federal protection.
g cod ! rumb“ll declared, the freedpeople would “be tyr-

sbused and virtually reenslaved.”

anﬂize te,s agreed that 'the new sguthem governments
d < toward African Amtar.lca_ns, but they feared

P 100 rez:i 4t emphasis on black civil rights would alienate
100
ﬂr:merﬂ "oti::r' 1865, when southern representatives to Con-
g mDecem § in Washington, a majority in Congress voted
P apPezt‘lr;m' Congress also appointed a joint committee,
ek ude genator Fessenden, to look into how to implement
il? tion. The split with the president became clearer
feconS U . passed a bill extending the life of the Freed-
e Confau. Created in March 1865, the bureau provided
] f food, clothing, and medical care to war refugees
emerge,c white southerners) and took charge of settling
(jnclv - e on abandoned lands. The new bill gave the bu-
eI:,dded responsibilities of supervising special courts
ve disputes involving freedpeople and establishing
10 1650 for black southerners. Although this bill passed with
shool imous Republican support, Johnson vetoed it.

garunanl g i
ﬂc(mgress failed to override his veto.

u th

]()HNSON’S VETOES Johnson also vetoed a civil rights
bil designed to overturn the most severe provisions of the
plack codes. The law made African Americans citizens of the
United States and granted them the right to own property,
nake contracts, and have access to courts as parties and wit-
sesses. For most Republicans Johnson’s action was the last
draw, and in April 1866 Congress overrode his veto, the first
major legislation in American history to be enacted over a
presidential veto. Congress then approved a slightly revised
Freedmen’s Bureau bill in July and promptly overrode the
president’s veto. Johnson’s refusal to compromise drove the
moderates into the arms of the Radicals.

The Fourteenth Amendment

To prevent unrepentant Confederates from taking over the
feconstructed state governments and denying African
Americans basic freedoms, the Joint Committee on Recon-
Sinuction proposed an amendment to the Constitution, which
Passed both houses of Congress with the necessary two-thirds
e in June 1866. The amendment, coupled with the
n::;dmen’s Bureau and civil rights bills, represented the
Crates’ terms for Reconstruction.

PR(:X;SIONS OF THE AMENDMENT The Fourteenth
Dreside;?em puta number of matters beyond the control of the
tiong) - The amendment guaranteed repayment of the na-
War debt and prohibited repayment of the Confederate

" 0 Counteract the president’s wholesale pardons, it dis-

Videq ¢ af’fominem Confederates from holding office and pro-
0 only Congress by a two-thirds vote could remove this

" Pecause moderates, fearful of the reaction of white

o

northerners, balked at giving the vote to African Americans,
the amendment merely gave Congress the right to re(?uce the
representation of any state that did not have impartial l_nale
suffrage. The practical effect of this provision, which Radicals
labeled a “swindle,” was to allow northern states to restrict suf-
frage to whites if they wished, since unlike southern states they
had few African Americans and thus would not be penalized.

The amendment’s most important provision, Section 1, de-
fined an American citizen as anyone born in the United State§
or naturalized, thereby automatically making African Ameri-
cans citizens. Section 1 also prohibited states from abridging
“the privileges or immunities” of citizens, depriving “any per-
son of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law,” or
denying “any person . . . equal protection of the laws.” The
framers of the amendment probably intended to prohibit laws
that applied to one race only, such as the black codes, or that
made certain acts felonies when committed by black but not
white people, or that decreed different penalties for the same
crime when committed by white and black lawbreakers. The
framers probably did not intend to prevent African Americans
from being excluded from juries or to forbid segregation (the
legal separation of the races) in schools and public places.

Nevertheless, Johnson denounced the proposed amend-
ment and urged southern states not to ratify it. Ironically, of
the seceded states only the president’s own state ratified the
amendment, and Congress readmitted Tennessee with no fur-
ther restrictions. The telegram sent to Congress by a long-
time foe of Johnson announcing Tennessee’s approval ended,
“Give my respects to the dead dog in the White House.” The
amendment was ratified in 1868.

The Elections of 1866

ANTIBLACK RIOTS When Congress blocked his policies,
Johnson undertook a speaking tour of the East and Midwest in
the fall of 1866 to drum up popular support. But the president
found it difficult to convince northern audiences that white
southerners were fully repentant. News that summer of major
race riots in Memphis and New Orleans heightened northern
concern. Forty-six African Americans died when white mobs
invaded the black section of Memphis, burning homes,
churches, and schoolhouses. About the same number were
killed in New Orleans when whites attacked both black and
white delegates to a convention supporting black suffrage.
“The negroes now know, to their sorrow, that it is best not to
arouse the fury of the white man,” boasted one Memphis news-
paper. When the president encountered hostile audiences dur-
ing his northern campaign, he made matters only worse by
trading insults and ranting that the Radicals were traitors.
Even supporters found his performance humiliating.

Not to be outdone, the Radicals vilified Johnson as a traitor
aiming to turn the country over to rebels and Copperheads.
Resorting to the tactic of “waving the bloody shirt,” they ap-
pealed to voters by reviving bitter memories of the war. In a
classic example of such rhetoric, Governor Oliver Morton of
Indiana proclaimed that “every bounty jumper, every deserter,
every sneak who ran away from the draft calls himself a
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- e Granger Collection, New York
| These rival politicians are trying to clothe Rutherford B. Hayes
IT ;a “bloody shirt,” a tactic usually reserved for discrediting

i

Democrats.

Democrat. . . . Every “Son of Liberty” who conspired to mur-
dr. burn, rob arsenals and release rebel prisoners calls him-
«lfa Democrat. . . . In short, the Democratic Party may be
described as a common sewer.”

REPUDIATION OF JOHNSON Voters soundly repudi-
ated Johnson, as the Republicans won more than a two-thirds
majority in both houses of Congress, every northern guberna-
torial contest, and control of every northern legislature. The
Radicals had reached the height of their power.

TEST REVIEW

What were Lincoln’s and Andrew Johnson's appr;:aches

o Reconstruction, and why did Congress reject Johnson's
3pproach? :

CONGRESSIONAL
"eCoNsTRUCTION

M o .
sed Cl.'EAR MANDATE IN hand, congressional Republicans
[hClI‘ own prog

1 R°°0nstm¢t' l’am. of Reconstructio.n, beginning v.vith the
Mruction I'O‘_‘ Act in March 1867. Like all later pieces of
acing the l:)ngIatlon, it was repassed over Johnson’s veto.

Mang the got “mTECOnstructed states under military com-
YOers by g, directed officials to include black adult males

fice Undep Ot former Confederates barred from holding

oulg frame : F‘O“l'teenth Amendment. State conventions

Ut g ali;onstltutions that provided for black suffrage and

egisla Prominent ex-Confederates from office. The

Ures to meet under the new constitution were

ﬁl' St stale

. ese
required to ratify the Fourteenth Amendment. Once tllate
steps were completed and Congress approved the new s
constitution, a state could send representatives t0 FOREPCSS

RESISTANCE OF SOUTHERN WHITES White soqth-
erners found these requirements so insulting that officials
took no steps to register voters. Congress then enacted a sec-
ond Reconstruction Act, also in March, ordering the local
military commanders to put the machinery of Reconstrucf-
tion into motion. Johnson’s efforts to limit the power of mili-
tary commanders produced a third act, passed in July, that
upheld their superiority in all matters. When elections were
held to ratify the new state constitutions, white southerners
boycotted them in large numbers. Undaunted, Congress
passed the fourth Reconstruction Act (March 1868), which
required ratification of the constitution by only a majority of
those voting rather than those who were registered.

By June 1868 Congress had readmitted the representatives
of seven states. Georgia’s state legislature expelled its black
members once it had been readmitted, granting seats to those
barred by Congress from holding office. Congress ordered the
military commander to reverse these actions, and Georgia
was then admitted a second time in July 1870. Texas, Virginia,
and Mississippi did not complete the process until 1869.

Post-Emancipation Societies
in the Americas

With the exception of Haiti’s revolution (1791-1804), the United
States was the only society in the Americas in which the destruc-
tion of slavery was accomplished by violence. But the United
States, uniquely among these societies, enfranchised former
slaves almost immediately after the emancipation. Thus in the
United States former masters and slaves battled for control of the
state in ways that did not occur in other post-emancipation soci-
eties. In most of the Caribbean, property requirements for voting
left the planters in political control. Jamaica, for example, with a
population of 500,000 in the 1860s, had only 3,000 voters.
Moreover, in reaction to political efforts to mobilize
disenfranchised black peasants, Jamaican planters dissolved
the assembly and reverted to being a Crown colony governed
from London. Of the sugar islands, all but Barbados adopted
the same policy, thereby blocking the potential for any future
black peasant democracy. Nor did any of these societies have
the counterparts of the Radical Republicans, a group of outsid-
ers with political power that promoted the fundamental trans-
formation of the post-emancipation South. These comparisons
highlight the radicalism of Reconstruction in the United States,
which alone saw an effort to forge an interracial democracy.

The Land Issue

BLACKS’ DESIRE FORLAND  While the political process
of Reconstruction proceeded, Congress confronted the ques-
tion of whether land should be given to former slaves to foster
economic independence. At a meeting with Secretary of War
Edwin Stanton near the end of the war, African American
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leaders declared, “The way we can best take care of ourselves
is to have land, and till it by our own labor.” During the war,
the Second Confiscation Act of 1862 had authorized the gov-
ernment to seize and sell the property, including land, of
supporters of the rebellion. In June 1866, however, President
Johnson ruled that confiscation laws applied only to wartime.

Congress debated land confiscation off and on from
December 1865 until early 1867. Thaddeus Stevens, a leading
Radical in the House, advocated confiscating 394 million acres
of land from about 70,000 of what he termed the “chief rebels”
in the South, who made up less than 5 percent of the South’s
white families. He proposed to give 40 acres to every adult male
freedperson and then sell the remaining land, which would
amount to nine-tenths of the total, to pay off the public debt,
compensate loyal southerners for losses they suffered during the
war, and fund Union veterans’ pensions. Land, he insisted, would
be far more valuable to African Americans than the right to vote.

FAILURE OF LAND REDISTRIBUTION But in the end
Congress rejected all proposals. Given Americans’ strong
belief in self-reliance, little sympathy existed for the idea that
government should support any group. In addition, land
redistribution represented an attack on property rights, another
cherished American value. By 1867 land reform was dead.

Few freedpeople acquired land after the war, a develop-
ment that severely limited African Americans’ economic
independence and left them vulnerable to white coercion. It is
doubtful, however, that this decision was the basic cause of
the failure of Reconstruction. In the face of white hostility and
institutionalized racism, African Americans probably would
have been no more successful in protecting their property
than they were in maintaining the right to vote.

Impeachment

TENURE OF OFFICE ACT Throughout 1867 Congress
routinely overrode Johnson’s vetoes. Still, the president had
other ways of undercutting congressional Reconstruction. He
interpreted the new laws as narrowly as possible and reroved
military commanders who vigorously enforced them.
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Congress responded by restricting Johnson’s Dower 1
orders to military commanders in the South, ; al Iy
the Tenure of Office Act, which forbade Johnson ¢, It

any member of the cabinet without the Senate’s consen %‘:‘
intention of this law was to prevent him from firing Secr;[ ;
of War Edwin Stanton, the only Radical in the cabiget

S()p

JOHNSON ACQUITTED When Johnson tried o dismigg
Stanton in February 1868, the determined Secretary of yy
barricaded himself in his office (where he remained night ang
day for about two months). Angrily, the House of Represens;
tives approved articles of impeachment. The articles focygsq
on the violation of the Tenure of Office Act, but the Charge
with the most substance was that Johnson had conspired to
systematically obstruct Reconstruction legislation. In the tria
before the Senate, his lawyers argued that a president couldbe
impeached only for an indictable crime, which Johnson cleary
had not committed. The Radicals countered that impeach
ment applied to political offenses, not merely criminal acts. In
May 1868 the Senate voted 36 to 19 to convict, one vote short
of the two-thirds majority needed. The seven Republicans #ho
joined the Democrats in voting for acquittal were uneasy
about using impeachment as a political weapon.

TEST REVIEW

What was Congress's approach to Reconstruction,
and why did it not include a provision for giving land to
former slaves?

RECONSTRUCTION IN THE SOU™

THE REFUSAL OF CONGRESS TO convict Johnson sent @ C!w.
signal: the power of the Radicals in Congress W i

Increasingly the success or failure of Reconstructio” Sates
on developments not in Congress but in the soutte blics?
themselves. Power there rested with the neW. e‘ut

parties, representing a coalition of black and W®*

ers and transplanted northerners.




ofﬁceh()lding

i peginning of Reconstruction, African
g from i jobbied for the right to vote. After they

ps ha chise, black men constituted as much as
the l;‘rﬁge Republican voters in the South. They

Ve
@ cent © t e Democratic Party with its appeal
07y opposed

25
¢ad emacy- : : .
*° L su ft Reconstruction, African Americans never

© ‘;hroughou pportion to their voting strength. No African
hcldofﬁce wasrchr elected governor, and only in South
el an here mOTe than 60 percent of the population was
carolind W[hey control even one house of the legislature.
ck, construction between 15 and 20 percent of
fif Reﬂ’]‘cers and 6 percent of members of Congress
¢ and 15 representatives) were black. Only in

i Carolind did blaf:k officeholders approach their
oporti(’ﬂ of the populatlon.
pro

UND OF BLACK POLITICAL LEADERS
BACKGRO

s who held office gen.erally came from the top levels
Bla;mwn American society. Among state and federal
o:ﬁ holders, perhaps four-fifths were literate, and more
tohan s quarter had been free before the war, both marks of
gistinction in the black community. Their occupations
Jso set them apart: two-fifths were professionals (mostly
dergy), and of the third who were farmers, nearly all
wned land. Among black members of Congress, all but
iree had a secondary school education, and four had
wneto college. In their political and social values, African
;\merican leaders were more conservative than the rural
black population was, and they showed little interest in
land reform.

White Republicans in the South

Black citizens were a majority of the voters only in South
Carolina, Mississippi, and Louisiana. Thus in most of the
South the Republican Party had to secure white votes to
'@ in power. Opponents scornfully labeled white
S}luthemers who allied with the Republican Party scalawags,
¥lan estimated quarter of white southerners at one
Wnlee‘::ée? Republican. Although the party appealed to
it fron? :EY Planters, they were outnumbered by Union-
Rely yeo € upland counties and hill areas who were
Wblicg p:l(ljaq farmers. S.uch voters were attracted by Be-
e puy. mises to rebuild the South, restore prosperity,
i IC schools, and open isolated areas to the market
ilroads,
k(,we :her group of white Republicans in the South was
Uegey ::rpe_tbaggtfrs. Originally from the North, they
M4 ca;petbaa"“’ed with all their worldly possessions stuffed
tid, by, nonﬁ, ready to plunder the defeated South. Some
Th i pg] i<:fners moved south for a variety of reasons.
Eoug Carpetblcal office were especially well educated.
Dublican Vot: 8gers made up only a small percentage of
'S, they controlled almost a third of the
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| Harper's lllustrated Weekly celebrated African Americans

who voted for the first time in 1867. First in line is a skilled
craftworker, his tools in his pocket; then an urban resident of
some sophistication, followed by a veteran. Why would the artist
choose these men as examples?

offices in the South. More than half of all southern Republi-
can governors and nearly half of Republican members of
Congress were originally northerners.

DIVISIONS AMONG SOUTHERN REPUBLICANS The
Republican Party in the South had difficulty maintaining
unity. Scalawags were especially susceptible to the race
issue and social pressure. “Even my own kinspeople have
turned the cold shoulder to me because I hold office under
a Republican administration,” testified a Mississippi white
Republican. As black southerners pressed for greater
recognition and a greater share of the offices, white
southerners increasingly defected to the Democrats.
Carpetbaggers were less sensitive to race, although most
felt that their black allies should be content with minor
offices. The friction between scalawags and carpetbaggers,

which grew out of their rivalry for party honors, was par-
ticularly intense.

The New State Governments

NEW STATE CONSTITUTIONS The new southern state
constitutions enacted several reforms. They put in place
fairer systems of legislative representation, allowed voters
to elect many officials who before had been appointed, and
abolished property requirements for officeholding. In S,outh
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Carolina, for the first time, voters were allowed to vote fo_r
the president, governor, and other state officers. (Previ-
ously, presidential electors as well as the governor had b-een
chosen by the South Carolina legislature.) The Radical
state governments also assumed some responsibility for so-
cial welfare and established the first statewide systems of
public schools in the South.

RACE AND SOCIAL EQUALITY All the new constitu-
tions proclaimed the principle of equality and granted black
adult males the right to vote. On social relations they were
much more cautious. No state outlawed segregation, and
South Carolina and Louisiana were the only states that re-
quired integration in public schools (a mandate that was al-
most universally ignored).

Economic Issues and Corruption

The war left the southern economy in ruins, and problems
of economic reconstruction were as difficult as those of
politics. The new Republican governments encouraged
industrial development by providing subsidies, loans, and
even temporary exemptions from taxes. These governments
also largely rebuilt the southern railroad system, often
offering lavish aid to railroad corporations. The invest-
ments in the South helped double its manufacturing estab-
lishments in the two decades after 1860. Yet the harsh
reality was that the South steadily slipped further behind
the booming industrial economy of the North. Between
1854 and 1879, 7,000 miles of railroad track were laid in
the South, but in the same period 45,000 miles were
constructed in the rest of the nation.

CORRUPTION The expansion of government services of-
fered temptations for corruption. In many southern states,
officials regularly received bribes and kickbacks for their
award of railroad charters, franchises, and other contracts.
By 1872 the debts of the 11 states of the Confederacy had
increased by $132 million, largely because of railroad
grants and new social services such as schools. The tax rate
grew as expenditures went up; by the 1870s it was four
times the rate of 1860.

Corruption, however, was not only a problem in the
South: the decline in morality affected the entire nation.
During these years in New York City alone, the Demo-
cratic Tweed Ring stole more money than all the Radical
Republican governments in the South combined. More-
over, corruption in the South was hardly limited to Repub-
licans. Many Democrats and white business leaders
participated in the looting. “Everybody is demoralizing
down here. Corruption is the fashion,” reported Louisiana
governor Henry Warmoth.

Corruption in Radical governments existed, but south-
ern whites exaggerated its extent for partisan purposes.
Conservatives just as bitterly opposed honest Radical
regimes as they did corrupt ones. In the eyes of most white
southerners the real crime of the Radical governments wag
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that they allowed blz'lc_k cfitizens to hold sq
tried to protect the civil rights of African Ap,
was the conservatives’ greatest weapon,
prove the most effective means to under;
power in the South.
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TEST REVIEW

What roles did African Americans, southern v
northern whites play in the Reconstruction go
of the South?
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BLACK ASPIRATIONS

EMANCIPATION CAME TO SLAVES IN different ways ang 4
ent times. For some it arrived during the war whe,
soldiers entered an area; for others it came some tim
the Confederacy’s collapse, when Union troops or officily
announced that they were free. Whatever the timing, freedop
meant a host of precious blessings to people who had been iy
bondage all their lives.

diffey.
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Experiencing Freedom

The first impulse was to think of freedom as a contrast tg
slavery. Emancipation immediately released slaves from the
most oppressive aspects of bondage—the whippings, the
breakup of families, the sexual exploitation. Freedom
also meant movement, the right to travel without a pass or
white permission. Above all, freedom meant that African
Americans’ labor would be for their own benefit. One
Arkansas freedman, who earned his first dollar working on
a railroad, recalled that when he was paid, “I felt like the
richest man in the world.”

CHANGING EMPLOYMENT Freedom included finding?
new place to work. Changing jobs was one concrete Way to
break the psychological ties of slavery. Even planters ¥ill
reputations for kindness sometimes saw their former hands
depart. The cook who left a South Carolina family &'
though they offered her higher wages than her new job &
plained, “I must go. If I stays here I'll never know I'm ffe?

IMPORTANCE OF NAMES  Symbolically, freedom ™"
having a full name, and African Americans no¥ adopee
last names. More than a few took the last name of some
prominent individual; more common was t0 take the nama
of the first master in the family’s oral history as far b.ac t
it could be recalled. Most, however, retained ! ol
name, especially if the name had been given w themo
their parents (as most often had been the 3% amand
slaves). It had been their form of identity in bondagle ; i
for those separated from their family it was the Onfnpof'
With their parents. Whatever name they took. it .w.as lt
tant to black Americans that they make the decisicr

selves without white interference.




gok Family

e THE FAMILY African Americans also
hen the family in freedom. Because slave mar-
Foeen recog“izejd as legal, thousands of former
hnd (ii o0 being married aganr} by proper authorities,
ceremony was not required by law. Blacks who
¥ v a'bl J separated in slavery and later remarried con-
s\\:j e forcl nma of which spouse to take. Laura Spicer,
e the d‘g nad been sold away in slavery, received a se-
A0 letters from him after the war. He had
4ead, had remarried, and had a new family. “You
g™ as our wishes to be separated from each other,
o itne " fault. I had rather anything to had hap-
a0 it ne\lﬁe most than ever have been parted from you and
» he wrote. “As I'am, T'do not know which I love
" Aqna.” Declining to return, he closed, “Laura,

: ave 801 another wife, and [ am very sorry. . . .
jke white pusbands, black husbands deemed themselves
i o the family anq acted legally for thejir wives. They
i sisted that their wives would not wor‘k in the ﬁel.ds as
1 had in slavery: a decision that had mfijqr €conomic re-
cussions for agricultural !abor, In ncgotlat{ng contracts, a
demanded the right to control his children and
All these changes were designed to insulate the

ou Of

2 head

jiher also
{reir labor.

biack family from white control.
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The Schoolhouse and the Church

BLACK EDUCATION  In freedom, the schoolhouse and the
black church became essential institutions in the black com-
munity. Next to ownership of land, African Americans saw
education as the best hope for advancement. At first, northern
churches and missionaries, working with the Freedmen’s
Bureau, set up black schools in the South. Tuition represented
10 percent or more of a laborer’s monthly wages. Yet these
schools were full. Many parents sent their children by day and
attended classes themselves at night. Eventually, the Bureau
schools were replaced by the new public school systems, which
by 1876 enrolled 40 percent of African American children.

Black adults had good reasons for seeking literacy. They
wanted to be able to read the Bible, to defend their newly
gained civil and political rights, and to protect themselves
from being cheated. One elderly Louisiana freedman
explained that giving children an education was better than
giving them a fortune, “because if you left them even $500,
some man having more education than they had would come
along and cheat them out of it all.”

TEACHERS IN BLACK SCHOOLS  Teachers in the Freed-
men’s Bureau schools were primarily northern middle<lass white
women sent south by northern missionary societies. “I feel that it
is a precious privilege,” Esther Douglass wrote, “to be allowed to
do something for these poor people.” Many saw themselves as
peacetime soldiers, struggling to make emancipation a reality.
Indeed, on more than one occasion, hostile white southerners
destroyed black schools and threatened and even murdered white
teachers. Then there were the everyday challenges: low pay, di-
lapidated buildings, lack of sufficient books, classes of 100 or
more children, and irregular attendance. Meanwhile, the Freed-
men’s Bureau undertook to train black teachers, and by 1869
most of the 3,000 teachers in freedmen’s schools were black.

INDEPENDENT BLACK CHURCHES Before the war,
most slaves had attended white churches or services super-
vised by whites. Once free, African Americans quickly estab-
lished their own congregations led by black preachers. In the
first year of freedom, the Methodist Church South lost fully
half of its black members. By 1870 the Negro Baptist Church
had increased its membership threefold when compared to
the membership in 1850, and the African Methodist Episco-
pal Church expanded at an even greater rate.

Black churches were so important because they were the
only major organizations in the African American commu-
nity controlled by blacks. Black ministers were respected
leaders, and many of the black men elected to political office
during Reconstruction were preachers. As it had in slavery,
religion offered African Americans a place of refuge in a hos-
tile white world and provided them with hope, comfort, and a
means of self-identification.

New Working Conditions

As a largely propertyless class, blacks in the postwar South had
no choice but to work for white landowners. Except for paying
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wages, whites wanted to retain the old system of labor, includ-
ing close supervision, gang labor, and physical punishment.
Determined to remove all emblems of servitude, African
Americans refused to work under these conditions, and they
demanded time off to devote to their own interests. Convinced
that working at one’s own pace was part of freedom, they
simply would not work as long or as hard as they had in slavery.
Because of shorter hours and the withdrawal of children and
women from the fields, work output declined by an estimated
35 percent in freedom. Blacks also refused to live in the old
slave quarters located near the master’s house. Instead, they
erected cabins on distant parts of the plantation. Wages at first
were $5 or $6 a month plus provisions and a cabin; by 1867,
they had risen to an average of $10 a month.

SHARECROPPING These changes eventually led to the
rise of sharecropping. Under this arrangement, African Amer-
ican families farmed discrete plots of land and then at the end
of the year split the crop with the white landowner. Sharecrop-
ping had higher status and offered greater personal freedom
than being a wage laborer. “I am not working for wages,” one
black farmer declared in defending his right to leave the plan-
tation at will, “but am part owner of the crop and as [such,] I
have all the rights that you or any other man has.” Although
black per-apita agricultural income increased 40 percent in
freedom, sharecropping was a harshly exploitative system in
which black families often sank into perpetual debt.

The Freedmen’s Bureau

The task of supervising the transition from slavery to freedom
on southern plantations fell to the Freedmen’s Bureau, a
unique experiment in social policy supported by the federal
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government. Assigned the task of protecting freedpeqp,
economic rights, approximately 550 local agents SUPeryigeg
and regulated working conditions in southern agriculyy
after the war. The racial attitudes of Bureau agents vy
widely, as did their commitment and competence. Then, g,
they had to depend on the army to enforce their decisions,

BUREAU’S MIXED RECORD  Most agents encouraged or
required written contracts between white planters and black
laborers, specifying not only wages but also the conditionsof
employment. Although agents sometimes intervened to pro
tect freedpeople from unfair treatment, they also provided
important help to planters. They insisted that black laborers
not desert at harvest time; they arrested those who violated
their contracts or refused to sign new ones at the beginningof
the year; and they preached the gospel of work and the need
to be orderly and respectful. Given such attitudes, freedpeo
ple increasingly complained that Bureau agents were mee
tools of the planter class. “They are, in fact, the planters’
guards, and nothing else,” claimed the New Orleans Tribune,a
black newspaper.

END OF THE BUREAU The primary means of enore’®
working conditions were the Freedmen’s Courts, which go&
gress created in 1866 to avoid the discrimination A"
Americans received in state courts. These new courts B¢
tioned as military tribunals, and often the agent Was !he
entire court. The sympathy black laborers received Vo'
from state to state.

But in 1869, with the Bureau’s work scarcely U0"
Congress decided to shut it down, and by 18721t i gost
out of business. Despite its mixed record, it W3 the s
effective agency in protecting blacks’ civil and politcal &

der was



Its disbanding signaled the beginning of the northern retreat
from Reconstruction.

Planters and a New
Way of Life

PLANTERS’ NEW VALUES Planters and other whitfe
southerners faced emancipation with dread. “All the tradi-
tions and habits of both races had been suddenly over-
thrown,” a Tennessee planter recalled, “and neither knew
just what to do, or how to accommodate themselves to the
new situation.”

The old ideal of a paternalistic planter, which required a
facade of black subservience and affection, gave way to an
empbhasis on strictly economic relationships. Mary Jones, a
Georgia slaveholder before the war who did more for her
workers than the law required, lost all patience when two
workers accused her of trickery and hauled her before a
Freedmen’s Bureau agent, with whom she won her case.
Upon returning home, she announced to the assembled
freedpeople that “I have considered them friends and
treated them as such but now they were only laborers under
contract, and only the law would rule between us.” Only
with time did planters develop new norms and standards to
judge black behavior. What in 1865 had seemed insolence
was viewed by the 1870s as the normal attitude of freedom.

Slavery had been a complex institution that welded black
and white southerners together in intimate relationships.
After the war, however, planters increasingly embraced
the ideology of segregation. Because emancipa-
tion significantly reduced the social distance
between the races, white southerners sought
psychological separation and kept dealings
with African Americans to a minimum.
By the time Reconstruction ended, white
planters had developed a new way of life
based on the institutions of sharecrop-
ping and segregation and undergirded
by a militant white supremacy.

Although most planters kept their land,
they did not regain the economic prosper-
ity of the prewar years. Rice plantations,
unsuitable to tenant farming, largely disap-
peared after the war. In addition, southern
cotton growers faced increased competition
from new areas such as India, Egypt, and
Brazil. Cotton prices began a long de-
cline, and by 1880 the value of southern
farms had slid 33 percent below the level
of 1860.

TEST REVIEW

Why were the church and the school central to African
American hopes after the Civil War? To what degree did
working conditions for African Americans change?

©Schlesinger Library, Radcliffe Institute,
Harvard University/Bridgeman Images

| Lucy Stone, a major figure in the
women'’s rights movement
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THE ABANDONMENT OF
RECONSTRUCTION

ON CHRISTMAS DAY 1875, A white acquaintan,

Charles Caldwell on the streets of Clintop, Missapl.)roac y
invited him into Chilton’s store to have 4 drink tlssnpm, g
the holiday. A former slave, Caldwell wqg . st0 cele i
and the leader of the Republican Party i, Hinijte Sengy,,
Mississippi. But the black leader’s fearlessneg, rns 0
marked man. Only two months earlier, he haq bee:de him
flee the county to escape a white mob angry aboUtaR foeq,
barbecue he and his fellow Republicans hag orga e.Duh!ican
four days the mob hunted down and killed neary 4’(‘)1;:(1. Ky
can leaders for presuming to hold a politica] Meeting [;Duhu

that hostility, Caldwell had returned to vote i the 5
state election. Even more boldly, he had led bl

company through the streets to help quell the disturhyy,
Now, as Caldwell and his “friend” raised thejr g]aSSe:fs.
a holiday toast, a gunshot exploded through the windam
Caldwell collapsed, mortally wounded from g bullet to Il:{
back of his head. He was taken outside, where hjs 3SSassin§
riddled his body with bullets.
A number of black Republican leaders in the South durip
Reconstruction shared Charles Caldwell’s fate, Southery
whites used violence, terror, and political assassination 1
challenge the federal government’s commitment to Rego,
struction. If northerners had boldly countered such terr;
ism, Reconstruction might have ended differently. But in
years following President Johnson’s impeachment trig
in 1868, the influence of Radical Republicans
steadily waned. The Republican Party was being
drained of the crusading idealism that had

stamped its early years.

C3pite
Nove

ack mify;

The Election of Grant

Immensely popular after the war, Ulysses .
Grant was the natural choice of Republicans
to run for president in 1868. Although Grant
was elected, Republicans were shocked tht
despite his great military stature, his popular
margin was only 300,000 votes. An estimated
450,000 black Republican votes had been cast
in the South, which meant that a majority F’r
whites casting ballots had voted Dem"craﬂlc."
The 1868 election helped convince Repub!
can leaders that an amendment secu™

ion Was
black suffrage throughout the nation
necessary.
pary
FIFTEENTH AMENDMENT i:b;ﬂ

1869 Congress sent the Fifteenth Amendment t© ‘ o vote
for ratification. It forbade any state to deny the rlghtrvilu 2
on grounds of race, color, or previous condition of se o
Some Radicals had hoped to forbid literacy of prop simple
quirements to protect blacks further. Others wanted &
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| From the beginning of Reconstruction, African Americans demanded the right to vote as free citizens. The Fifteenth Amendment,
rtfied in 1870, secured that right for black males. In New York City, black citizens paraded in support of Ulysses S. Grant for
president. Parades played a central role in campaigning: this parade exhibits the usual banners, flags, costumes, and a band. Blacks in

both the North and the South voted solidly for the Republican Party as the party of Lincoln and emancipation, although white violence

inthe South increasingly reduced black turnout.

tdlaration that all adult male citizens had the right to vote.
Erﬂntethe mod:crates in the party were aware that many north-
S Were increasingly worried about the number of emi-
:L‘::‘li“r':(; \yere again eptering the country and wanted to be
" o hS Ilct their voting. As a result, the final amendme'nt
i ﬂfranchiso e{:ftl.lat eventuz.illy allowed southern states to. dis-
§ » ;87 rlc.an Americans. The amendment was ratified
b 0, aided by the votes of the four souther_n states
5 e o COmplx?ted the process of Reconstruction and
i readm'so required to endorse this amendment before
itted to Congress.

Yomgy»
ME,NS SUFFRAGE REJECTED Proponents of

"fused: Suffrage were gravely disappointed when Congress
0 prohibit voting discrimination on the basis of sex

.

as well as race. The Women'’s Loyal League, led by Elizabeth
Cady Stanton and Susan B. Anthony, had pressed for first
the Fourteenth and then the Fifteenth Amendment to recog-
nize women’s public role. But even most Radicals, contend-
ing that black rights had to be ensured first, were unwilling to
back women’s suffrage. The Fifteenth Amendment ruptured
the feminist movement. Although disappointed that women
were not included in its provisions, Lucy Stone and the
American Woman Suffrage Association urged ratification.
Stanton and Anthony, however, broke with their former
allies among the Radicals, denounced the amendment, and
organized the National Woman Suffrage Association to work
for passage of a new amendment giving women the ballot.
The division hampered the women’s rights movement for
decades to come.
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The Grant Administration

Ulysses Grant was ill at ease with the
political process. His simple, quiet
manner, while superb for commanding
armies, did not serve him as well in
public life, and his well-known resolu-
tion withered when he was uncertain
of his goal. Also, he lacked the moral
commitment to make Reconstruction
succeed.

CORRUPTION UNDER GRANT A
series of scandals wracked Grant’s presi-
dency. Although Grant did not profit per-
sonally, he remained loyal to his friends and

displayed little zeal to root out wrongdoing.
His relatives were implicated in a scheme to cor-
ner the gold market, and his private secretary escaped

conviction for stealing federal whiskey revenues only because
Grant interceded on his behalf. His secretary of war resigned

to avoid impeachment.

Nor was Congress immune from the
lowered tone of public life. In such a cli-
mate ruthless state machines, led by men
who favored the status quo, came to domi-
nate the party. Office and power became
ends in themselves, and party leaders
worked in close cooperation with northern
industrial interests. The few Radicals still
active in public life increasingly repudiated
Grant and the Republican governments in
the South. Congress in 1872 passed an am-
nesty act, removing the restrictions of the
Fourteenth Amendment on officeholding
except for about 200 to 300 ex-Confederate
leaders.

As corruption in both the North and the
South worsened, reformers became more
interested in cleaning up government than in
protecting blacks’ rights. These liberal Republi-
cans opposed the continued presence of the
army in the South, denounced the corruption
of southern governments as well as the national
government, and advocated free trade and civil
service reform. In 1872 they broke with the Re-
publican Party and nominated for president
Horace Greeley, the editor of the New York Tri-
bune. A onetime Radical, Greeley had become
disillusioned with Reconstruction and urged a
restoration of home rule in the South as well as
adoption of civil service reform. Democrats de-

cided to back the Liberal Republican ticket.
The Republicans renominated Grant, who, de-
spite the defection of a number of prominent
Radicals, won an easy victory with 56 percent
of the popular vote.

©The Frent Collection/Getty Images
| This campaign badge from
186?8 made the sentiments of
white Democrats clear.
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y Growing Northern

=" CIVIL RIGHTS ACT OF 1875 Duyri,
second term, Congress passed the Civil Rights At of Iy
the last major piece of Reconstruction legislation, Ty;g 175‘
prohibited racial discrimination in all public accomm()::
tions, transportation, places of amusement, and juries, Atthe

| As president, Ulysse ,
toward .friends le}:;/ hi:, 2"' :ntsgrautu ”
of officials who betrayeq 1, Point o N
presidfent acted firm/y to Pf: Mbe,
terrorism pursued by the Ku?cute the
he appointed a record pyp,, fux Kiap,
Americans to governmen :r. ‘_’fAfﬁc';"d
Frederick Douglass "’PProci Sitions,
one federal department pe "1y notg
249 black officials and therV'Srted in
more holding important e e .
positions . ... in different p
the country.”

Source: Library of Congress. Printg
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Disillusionment

8 Grany,

same time, Congress rejected a by "
segregation in public schools, which wg i
most universally practiced in the Nog &
well as the South. Although some railroyg
streetcars, and public accommodationg in’
both sections were desegregated afier the b
passed, the federal government made little a
tempt to enforce the law, and it was ignored
throughout most of the South. In 1883 the
Supreme Court struck down its provisions
except the one relating to juries.

Despite passage of the Civil Rights A,
many northerners were growing disillusioned
with Reconstruction. They were repelled by
the corruption of the southern government,
they were tired of the violence and disorderin
the South, and they had little faith in blak
Americans. “We have tried this long enougb
remarked one influential northern Republi!
of Reconstruction. “Now let the South alone.

DEPRESSION AND DEMOCRATIC &
SURGENCE As the agony of th Wﬂf y
came more distant, the Panic of 1873 divert -
public attention from Reconstruction 0 °F0L
nomic issues. In the severe depressio o a0
lowed over the next four years, s0m® 3
people found themselves out O -
gress became caught up in the iU

whether printing greenbacks W
economy prosper. Battered bY the ot 8
the corruption issue, the REPUO T o or
shocking 77 seats in Congress in the 1 of t¢
tions and, along with them, conll'oﬁt ime
House of Representatives for the
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players in Reconstruction
; bli | )
Radical Republicans Advocated rights for freedpeople; believed Congress
should set terms of Reconstruction
Moderate Republicans Looked to bar Confederates from regaining power and
to give slaves federal protection, but did not favor
racial equality
African'A.mIel‘ican 19-20 percent of state officeholders, 6 percent of
officials members of Congress; generally more conservative
than rural southern blacks
Scalawags White southern Republicans; mostly yeoman farmers
from upland counties; looked to restore prosperity,
build railroads and schools
Carpetbaggers White northerners in the South; made up a small
percentage of Republican voters but held
disproportionate number of political offices
Teachers, Freedmen'’s At first, northern middle-class white women sent by
Bureau Schools missionary societies; by 1869 black teachers made up
a majority
Ministers, African Community leaders; black churches spread widely in
< American churches the South after the war
White planters Most did not regain prewar prosperity; developed a
new way of life based on sharecropping and
segregation
Redeemers White Democrats who ousted Reconstruction
overnments; KKK and other paramilitary organizations
8 P ry org
used force to achieve their goals

source: Library of Congress, Prints and Photographs Division [LC-USZC4-2399]

sice 1861, “The truth is our people are tired out with theworn  as important as that I am a white man; and no Negro is ever
it cry of ‘Southern outrages™!” one Republican concluded. going to forget that he is not a white man.” The large landown-
“Hard times and heavy taxes make them wish the ‘ever lasting  ers and other wealthy groups that led southern Democrats
tiger were in hell or Africa.” Republicans spoke more and objected less to black southerners voting. These well-to-do lead-
more about cutting loose the unpopular southern governments. s did not face social and economic competition from African
Americans, and in any case, they were confident that if outside

. . influences were removed, they could control the black vote.
The Tl'lumph of White Supremacy Democrats also resorted to economic pressure to
% northern commitment to Reconstruction waned, south-  undermine Republican power. In heavily black counties,
™ Democrats set out to overthrow the remaining Radical ~ white observers at the polls took down the names of black
Netments, White Republicans already in the South felt residents who cast Republican ballots and published them in
" Dressure to desert their party. In Mississippi one party local newspapers. Planters were urged to discharge black ten-
Member jugtifieq his decision to leave on the grounds that  ants who persisted in voting Republican. But terror and vio-
; e"f’ise he would have “to live a life of social oblivion” and  lence provided the most effective means to overthrow the
“hildren woy)q have no future. Radical regimes. A number of paramilitary organizations
R broke up Republican meetings, terrorized white and black
hgctll?M To poor white southerners who lacked social stand- Republicans, a.s.sassinated Regublican leaders, and pre-
cQm&)e Democratic appeal to racial solidarity offered great  vented black citizens from voting. T_he most‘ famous was
g h;t. As one explained, “I may be poor and my manners the Ku Klux Klan, or KKK., founded in 186§ in Tennessee.
Crude, byt . . . because I am a white man, I have a right It and similar groups functioned as unofficial arms of the

e ; . -
teateq wigpy respect by Negroes. . . . That I am poor is not  Democratic Party.
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CONTESTING THE NIGHT In the war for supremacy,
contesting control of the night was of para.mount concern to
both southern whites and blacks. Before emancipation, mas-
ters attempted to control the nighttime hours, with a system
of passes and patrols that chased slaves who went hunting or
tried to sneak a visit to a family member at a neighboring
plantation. For slaves the night provided precious hours not
devoted to work: time to read, to meet for worship, 5°h°°_lv or
dancing. During Reconstruction, African Americans actively
took back the night for a host of activities, including a custom
that white Americans had enjoyed since the beginning of the
republic: torchlight political parades. In Holly Springs,
Mississippi, hundreds, even thousands of black citizens filled
the streets during campaigns, holding aloft torches and
“transparencies”—pictures painted on thin cloth, 10 to 12 feet
long—the entire scene lit in an eerie, flickering glow.

Part of the Klan's mission was to recoup this contested
ground and to limit the ability of African Americans to use
the night as they pleased. Sometimes the Klan’s threat of
violence was indirect: one or two riders galloping through
black neighborhoods rattling fences with lances. Other times
several “dens” of the KKK might gather to ride from planta-
tion to plantation over the course of a night, stopping in every
black home they could reach and demanding all firearms.
Other times the violence was direct: beatings and executions—
again, heightened by the dark of night.

Congress finally moved to break the power of the Klan with
the Force Act of 1870 and the Ku Klux Klan Act of 1871. These
laws made it a felony to interfere with the right to vote; they also
authorized use of the army and suspension of the writ of ha-
beas corpus. The Grant administration eventually suspended
the writ of habeas corpus in nine South Carolina counties and
arrested hundreds of suspected Klan members throughout the
South. Although these actions weakened the Klan, terrorist
organizations continued to operate underground.

MISSISSIPPI PLAN Then in 1875 Democrats inaugurated
what became known as the Mississippi Plan, the decision to
use as much violence as necessary to carry the state election.
Several local papers trumpeted, “Carry the election peace-
ably if we can, forcibly if we must.” When Republican gover-
nor Adelbert Ames requested federal troops to stop the
violence, Grant’s advisors warned that sending troops to Mis-
sissippi would cost the party the Ohio election. In the end the
administration told Ames to depend on his own forces. Bol-
stered by terrorism, the Democrats swept the election in Mis-
sissippi. Violence and intimidation prevented as many as
60,000 black and white Republicans from voting, converting
the normal Republican majority into a Democratic majority
of 30,000. Mississippi had been “redeemed.”

The Disputed Election of 1876

With Republicans on the defensive across the nation, the 1876
presidential election was crucial to the final overthrow of Re-
construction. The Republicans nominated Ohio governor
Rutherford B. Hayes to oppose Samuel Tilden, governor of
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New York. Once agaix_l, violence preventeq -
votes, this time an estimated quarter of a millioy lf{epumican
cast in the South. Tilden had a clear majority of ZS-Orom being
popular vote, but the outcome in the Electora] Cou' Oip >
doubt because both parties claimed South Caro[inEge vy
and Louisiana, the only reconstructed states st j;, . Plorg
hands. Hayes needed all three states to be elect od, for epubﬁqn
out them, Tilden had amassed 184 electora] Votes oneve ;
a majority. Republican canvassing boards in powe:r di:S Mop
enough Democratic votes to give each state to Hayes qua“ﬁeq
To arbitrate the disputed returns, Congress estébr
15-member electoral commission: 5 members r, fls .
Senate, the House, and the Supreme Court, py al'som‘lht
party vote of 8 to 7, the commission awarded he "
&

electoral votes—and the presidency—to Hayes.

COMPROMISE OF 1877 When angry Democrgg
ened a filibuster to prevent the electoral votes frop,
counted, key Republicans met with southern Demqq;
February 26 at the Wormley Hotel in Washington. Therey
reached an informal understanding, later known as the Co:i
promise of 1877. Hayes'’s supporters agreed to withdray, fod
eral troops from the South and not oppose the ey
Democratic state governments. For their part, southery
Democrats dropped their opposition to Hayes’s election g
pledged to respect the rights of African Americans.

threy,
being
ats o

REDEEMERS TAKE CONTROL  Without federal suppor,
the Republican governments in South Carolina and Louis
ana promptly collapsed, and Democrats took control of the
remaining states of the Confederacy. By 1877, the entie
South was in the hands of the Redeemers, as they called
themselves. Reconstruction and Republican rule had cometo
an end.

The Failure of Reconstruction

Reconstruction failed for a multitude of reasons. The reform
ing impulse that had created the Republican Party in the
1850s had been battered and worn down by the war. The new
materialism of industrial America inspired in many Ameft
cans a jaded cynicism about the corruption of the age 8108
desire to forget uncomfortable issues. In the South, Afrieat
American voters and leaders inevitably lacked 2 ce-nam
amount of education and experience; elsewhere, Republica®
were divided over policies and options.

Yet beyond these obstacles, the sad fact remains
ideals of Reconstruction were most clearly defeated bY .[hnel
deep-seated racism that permeated American life. RaClSn_
was why the white South so unrelentingly resisted Relcitotle
struction. Racism was why most white northerners had. (he
interest in black rights except as a means 10 preser\eorm
Union or to safeguard the Republic. Racism was Wh}' n‘lthf
erners were willing to write off Reconstruction arld.wllh 1 s
welfare of African Americans. While Congress Mig" Eja ol
constitutional amendment abolishing slavery. ’ ¢ O‘u
overturn at a stroke the social habits of two centuries:

that the




Dressed to Ki|

Klan members drawn for Harper’s Weekly magazine, 1868

Advertisement for a
minstrel show, 1864

e

(€] THIS b

July 8th, 1864 ‘:

By 5
| PORULAR AND RENOWNED

(right & left) Source: Library of Congress, Prints and Photographs Division [LC-USZ62-119565];
(center) ©The New York Public Library/Art Resource, NY

Why wear a hooded mask? Does the advertisement
suggest more than one reason?

The costumes of Ku Klux Klan night
iders—pointed hoods and white sheets—
have become a staple of history books.
Butwhy use such outlandish disguises? To
hide the identity of members, according to
$me accounts, or to terrorize freedpeo-
Peinto thinking they were being men-
*&d by Confederate ghosts. Historian
Haine F. Parsons has suggested that KKK
iren'fofmances took their cues from
a;:'gr;fopula.r c.u lture: the costumes of

and similar carnivals, as well as

hacenamly the political equations of power, in the long term,
" changed. The North had fought fiercely during the war
mm;?:hlhe Union. In doing so, it had secured the.power.to
. ¢ economic and political destiny of the nation. With

Pre

Eoy

“Tthrow of Reconstruction, the white South had won back

minstrel shows. In behaving like carnival
revelers, KKK members may have hoped
to lull northern authorities into viewing the
night rides as humorous pranks, not a
threat to Radical rule. For southern white
Democrats the theatrical night rides
helped overturn the social order of Recon-
struction, just as carousers at carnivals dis-
rupted the night. The ritual garb provided
seemingly innocent cover for what was
truly a campaign of terror and intimidation
that often turned deadly.

THINKING CRITICALLY:
SOURCING AND
SITUATION

In what ways does the advertisement
speak of experiences both frightening and
humorous? How might these costumes and
Klan activities be perceived by different
groups at the time: white northerners,
white southerners, African Americans?

some of the power it had lost in 1865. But even with white
supremacy triumphant, African Americans did not return to the
social position they had occupied before the war. They were no
longer slaves, and black southerners who walked dusty roads in
search of family members, sent their children to school, or
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Candidate (Party) Electoral Vote (%) Popular Vote (%)
Rutherford B. Hayes 185 (50) 4’03;455)31 1
(Republican) (

Samuel J. Tilden 184 (50) 4,2881.546
(Democrat) (51)
Minor parties ] 93,895

"

Nonvoting territories

ELECTION OF 1876

worshiped in churches they controlled knew what a momentous
change emancipation was. Even under the exploitative share-
cropping system, black income rose significantly in freedom.
Then, too, the Fourteenth Amendment principles of “equal
protection” and “due process of law” had been written into the
Constitution. These guarantees would be available for later
generations to use in championing once again the Radicals’ goal
of racial equality.

END OF THE DAVIS BEND EXPERIMENT But this was
a struggle left to future reformers. For the time being, the clear
trend was away from change or hope—especially for former
slaves like Benjamin Montgomery and his sons, the owners of
the old Davis plantations in Mississippi. In the 1870s bad
crops, lower cotton prices, and falling land values undermined
the Montgomerys’ financial position, and in 1875 Jefferson
Davis sued to have the sale of Brierfield invalidated. A lower
court ruled against him, since he had never received legal title
to the plantation. Davis appealed to the state supreme court,
which, following the overthrow of Mississippi’s Radical govern-
ment, had a white conservative majority. In a politically moti-
vated decision, the court awarded Brierfield to Davis in 1878,
and the Montgomerys lost Hurricane as well. Reconstruction
was over and done, along with the hopes that came with it.

TEST REVIEW

What factors in the North and the South led the federal
government to abandon Reconstruction in the South?
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PUTTING HISTORY IN
GLOBAL PERSPECTIVE

THE WANING DAYS OF RECON“STRUCT[()N were
such ironies: of gove.rr_lments. redeemed” by Violeed Wiy
Supreme Court dc.:c1810ns usmg Fourteentp Amence g
rights to protect giant corpor'fmons rather thanj :;.dm‘n{
African Americans. Inc?reasmgly, the in dustiy] Iigyy
focused on the economic task of integrating the <M
and the West into the Union. Northern factories ougy
southern and western raw materials (cotton, timbey Sougy
and minerals) to produce goods to se|| in natio,; Cat
international markets. gy
This trend was global in scope. During the o
decades European nations also scrambled tq acqmr:mmg
ral resources and markets. In the onrushing age Ofimnat :
alism, Western nations would seek to dOminate nzen.
acquired colonies in Africa and Asia. There would pe Wy
rushes in South Africa as well as in the Uniteq States gvold
cattle ranches in Argentina and Canada as well g a;;:Sl
the American Great Plains. Farmers would opep i lanss
in New Zealand and Australia as well as in Oklahop, an:
Wyoming. And just as racism replaced slavery as (p, oy,
tral justification for white supremacy in the Soutp, j; o
moted the campaigns against Indians and Hispanjcg in the
West and in a belief in “inferior races” to be swept aside by
imperialists all across the world. The ideal of 3 truly
diverse and democratic society remained largely unsought

and unfulfilled.

m Test Practice

Multiple Choice Questions
Using the image on page 408, answer questions 1-3.

1. Why did the Freedmen’s Bureau place a high priority on

schools?
a. They believed that education was the key to becor-
ing wealthy.

b. They hoped to assist freedmen to enter professions
such as law and engineering.

€. Educating freedmen would help them to defend
their civil and political rights.

d. Schools would provide a means for keeping youré
people out of trouble.

2. In what other way did the Freedmen’s Bureau attemp! ©
improve living conditions for former slaves?
a. The Freedmen’s Bureau employed agents (0
working conditions for freedmen in the south. ts
b.  The Freedmen’s Bureau provided welfare b
for unemployed freedmen.
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THE SOUTHERN BURDEN

INEQUITIES BETWEEN THE AGRICULTURAL SouTH and the
industrial North infuriated Henry Grady, the editor of the
Atlanta Constitution. Grady often told the story of the poor
cotton farmer buried in a pine coffin in the piney woods of
Georgia. Except the coffin hadn't been made in Georgia but
in Cincinnati. The coffin nails had been forged in Pittsburgh,
though an iron mine lay nearby. Even the farmer’s cotton coat
was made in New York and his trousers in Chicago. The
«gouth didn’t furnish a thing on earth for that funeral but the
corpse and the hole in the ground!” fumed Grady. The irony
of the story was the tragedy of the South. The region had
human and natural resources aplenty but few factories to
manufacture the goods it needed and none of the profits
more of them would surely bring.

THE GOSPEL OF A “NEW SOUTH”  In the 1880s Grady
campaigned to bring about a frothy “New South” of bustling
industry, cities, and commerce. According to his gospel,
the business class would displace the old planter class as
southerners raced “to out-Yankee the Yankee.” Grady and
other publicists recognized the South’s potential. Extending
from Delaware south to Florida and west to Texas, the region
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took in a third of the nation’s total area. It held a third ofit
arable farmlands, vast tracts of lumber, and rich deposisol
coal, iron, oil, and fertilizers.

To overcome the destruction of the Civil War and the o8
of slaveholding wealth, apostles of the New South cam
paigned to catch up with the industrial North. Yet vell 0
the twentieth century, Grady’s New South remained the poot
est section of the country. Worse still, the South suffere te
burden of an unwieldy labor system that was often uns
usually underpaid, and always divided by race.

Agriculture in the New South
For all the hop*

A COTTON-DOMINATED ECONOMY o
ful talk of industrialization, the economy of t.he tzbaccﬂ
South remained agricultural, tied to cash crol?s. ke anled
rice, sugar, and especially cotton. By using fertdlzerzriidewd
were able to introduce cotton into areas ?nce tton I

marginal. The number of acres planted with €0 o
than doubled between 1870 and 1900. Som® 5 0, oot
ers sought prosperity in crops other than €0 e €

Washington Carver, of Alabama’s Tuskege ™ o b
Chapter 21), persuaded many poor black
peanuts. But most southern soils were 1 we




y

» heavy for other legumes and grains to flour-

. rai'fs Oan d diseases plagued cattle herds. Work ani-
g casiteS were raised more cheaply in other regions.
iS!:]s ke mhl:ﬁers might to diversify, cotton still dominated
e out

‘to 1900 world demand for cotton grew slowly,

From e, As farms in other parts of the country became
0 ices m(;re efficient and tended by fewer workers per
e and (n farms decreased in size, the result of old plan-
e 5011[111.3 (ering and new births mushrooming. Across the
tions splin qumber of children born per mother was drop-
countr¥s [,hethe South, large families remained common be-
ping t mch ildren meant more farmhands. Each year, fewer
(ause mored were available for each person to cultivate. Even
e Oﬂta[?e southern economy kept pace with national
oth, P capita income fell behind.

Tenancy and Sharecropping

meend of slavery brought hopes of economic independence

qewly freed slaves across the South. John Solomon Lewis
:nted Jand to grow cotton in Tensas Parish, Louisiana, after

The Meg G Sy SN .

|4 er;I;OD;"an Museum of Art/Art Resource, NY
e Civi .

,_bY ending fi:/,g Iwa"- African Americans marked their freedom

"teag p ayod abor for most women and children. The women

$ardey 70 @ Vital role in the domestic economy. Home

S Supplemented the family food supply.

the Civil War. A depression in the 1870s dashed his dreams.
“I was in debt,” Lewis explained, “and the man I rented land
from said every year | must rent again to pay the other year,
and so I rents and rents and each year | gets deeper and
deeper in debt.”

AGRICULTURAL LADDER The dream of economic
independence rested on a theory of landholding called the
“agricultural ladder.” According to this theory, any poor man
willing to work hard and pinch pennies could event.ually
become a landowner, moving rung by rung up an imaginary
ladder, first as a paid hand, then as a sharecropper reimbursed
with a portion of the crop, then as a tenant who rented the
land he worked, and finally emerging as an independent,
landowning farmer.

In practice, harsh realities overwhelmed theory, as John
Solomon Lewis and other poor farmers—black and white—
learned. The South’s best land remained in the hands of
large plantation owners. Few freedpeople or poor whites
ever had enough money to acquire property. The problem
lay in a ruinous system of credit. The harvest, whether
produced by croppers or tenants or even small, independent
farmers, was rarely enough for the worker to make ends
meet, let alone to pay off debts and move up the agricultural
ladder. Most farmers borrowed money in the spring just to
buy seeds, tools, or necessities such as food and clothing.
Usually the only source of supplies and credit was the
country store.

When John Solomon Lewis and other tenants entered the
store, they saw two prices: one for cash and one for credit.
The credit price might be as much as 60 percent higher. Cred-
itors justified the difference on the grounds that high interest
rates protected them against unpaid loans. As security for the
loan, independent farmers mortgaged their land and soon
slipped into tenancy as debts mounted and creditors fore-
closed on their farms. The only asset tenants had was the
crop they owned or the share they received. So they put up a
mortgage, or lien, on the crop. The lien gave the shopkeeper
first claim on the crop until the debt was paid.

Across the South, sharecropping and crop liens reduced
many farmers to virtual slavery by shackling them to perpet-
ual debt. Year after year, they rented or worked the land and
borrowed against their future returns until they found them-
selves so deeply in debt that they could never escape. This
economic dependence, known as debt peonage, turned the
agricultural ladder into an agricultural slide, robbing small
farmers of their land and sending them to the bottom rungs
of tenancy, sharecropping, and migrant-farm work. By the
1880s three of every four African American farmers in
the Black Belt states of Mississippi, Alabama, and Georgia
were croppers. Twenty years later a majority of southern
white farmers had fallen into sharecropping. Few moved up.
The landlord or shopkeeper (often the same person) could
insist that tenants grow only cash crops such as cotton rather
than things they could eat. Most landlords also required that

cotton be ginned, baled, and marketed through their mills—at
rates they controlled.

THE SOUTHERN BurDen 421



> MAPPING TH

TENANT FARMING, 1900

“You get off. | don't
farmer Wa

CONTEXT

Tenant farming dominated southern

E PAST << A

re” —Unnamed lanq|
need you o MO Ord ¢
ter Ballard on the day Ballard was let g - iy

agriculture after the Civil War. It spreqq rapi

federacy and replaced slavery as the principal source of quUOSSthE
Sucee Likgey of siates of the former 930 t of the Mississippi River, where low crop Prices, high cor Uy,
Congress, Prints and By 1900, it had moved west Of ¥ ndependent farmers into tenancy. Sts, g,
Photographs Division harsh environment forced many !
[LC-DIG-stereo-1503961]
Tenant farmerg asa

TEST PRACTICE:
DOCUMENT ANALYSIS

For some questions, information on the map later in this chap-
ter, “Natural Environment of the West," may prove useful.

1. In what region is farm tenancy most heavily concentrated?

2. Which states have the lowest concentrations of tenant
farmers?

3. Where is the Mississippi River? In what states west of the
Mississippi do we find tenant farmers? Where do they form
more than 30 percent of all farmers?

percentage of all fﬂfrners

Under 109,
10-20%

21-30%

31-40%
41-50%

51-60%

Over 60%

ANALYZING EVIDENCE:
CONTEXTUALIZATION

1. What geographic factors help account for the low percent
age of tenant farmers in the band of states extendng
south from Montana and Idaho? In the Northeast? |

2. The information above suggests that a harsh environmeft
helped push independent farmers into tenancy. Yet in !hf
Black Belt areas of the South and in South Carolina, "%
tions are good for raising crops. What other factors lead
these states to have such high rates of tenancy?

DEBT PEONAGE IN INDIA, EGYPT, AND BRAZL The
slide of sharecroppers and tenants into debt peonage occurred
elsewhere in the cotton-growing world. In India, Egypt, and
Brazil agricultural laborers gave up subsistence farming to
raise cotton as a cash crop during the American Civil War,
when the North prevented southern cotton from being
exported. New railroad and telegraph lines buj]

- t in these
growing regions helped make the export of cotton more

efficient and profitable. But when prices fell gf°w°‘§nt£
rowed to make ends meet, as in the American South mn ‘
moneylenders charged interest as high as 24 perccnta:em‘
on such debts; in Egypt, sometimes as high as 60 perlhem 0
the mid-1870s, the pressures on cotton growers b «troyiné
revolt in India and Brazil, attacking moneylender: deb[ see f
land records, and refusing to pay taxes. AS e

t00-
Chapter 21, in the 1890s, American farmers 05¢ w
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gher? Industry

Soll Jofor @ New South did bring change. Ope of the
s Cfusaor[ant 5 djustmel}ts began on May 30, 1886. The
mos“ e OF track w'ndth of so'uthern. railroads hag
000 g endless difficulties for moving freight and passep.
PreSC“w e North and South. In.a single day 8,000 workers
b ctvé (1o gAUEE 0N 2,000 mlles qf t.he Lackawanna &
0 ¢ Railroad’s southern line. Within three days thou-
Nof‘h ﬂre workers converted the space between tracks
s fe’ gouth to the smaller standard of the North. For
108 thjme trains moved easily from one region to another.
it suwith 1 railroad building boom starting in 1879, the
upled an knitting itself into a national transportation
gouth b‘:'i d an industrialized economy. From 1869 to 1909,
nctwoflfal production in the South grew faster thap the
:::EJS;:I rate. So did productivity for southern workers

§0OM IN TEXTILES Among tl'le booming industries of

south, cotton remained king. Wlth cotton fiber and cheap
ll:;or close at hand, 400 cotton mills were humming by 1900,
They employed almost 100,000 workers. Most new textile
qorkers were poor white southe.rners escaping competition
jiom black farm laborers or fleeing the hardscrabble life of
e mountains. Entire families worked in the mills. Older
men had the most trouble adjusting. They lacked the experi-
ence, temperament, and dexterity to tend spindles and looms
in cramped mills. Only over time, as farm folk adapted to
the tedious thythm of factories, did southerners become
competitive with workers from other regions of the United
States and western Europe.

TOBACCO AND CIGARETTES  The tobacco industry also
thrived in the New South, Before the Civil War, American
tastes had rup to cigars, snuff (powdered tobacco that is
inhaled), and chewing tobacco. In 1876 James Bonsack, an
I8-yearold Virginian, invented a machine to roll cigarettes.
That was just the device Washington Duke and his son James
needed to boost the fortunes of their growing tobacco
business, Cigarettes suited the new urban market in the
North, “clean, quick, and potent” according to one observer.

Between 1860 and 1900 the annual rate of tobacco
consumption nearly quadrupled. Americans spent more
money on tobacco than on clothes or shoes. The sudden
interest in smoking offered southerners a rare opportunity to
control a national market. But its factories were so hot, the
stench of tobacco so strong, and the work so exhausting that
native-born white southerners generally refused the jobs.
Duke solved the labor problem by hiring Jewish immigrants,
€Xperts in making cigars, to train black southerners in the
techniques of tobacco work. He promoted cigarettes in a
national advertising campaign, using gimmicks, such as
collectible picture cards. By the 1890s his American Tobacco
Company led the industry.

Timber and Steel

The realities of southern economic life were more accurately
reflected in lumber and steel than in tobacco and textiles. Af-
ter the Civil War, the South possessed more than 60 percent
of the nation’s timber resources. With growing demand from
towns and cities across the nation, lumber and turpentine be-
came the South’s chief industries and employers.

| This girl had been working in a
cotton mill in Whitnel, North
Carolina, for about a year,
sometimes on the night shift.
She made 48 cents a day.
When asked how old she was,
she hesitated, then said, “/ don't
remember.” But then she added,
confidentially, “I'm not old enough
to work, but do just the same.”
Source: National Archives & Records
Administration (NWDNS-1 02-LH-462)
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Source: Library of Congress, Prints and Photographs Division [LC-USZ62-79320]

| Tobacco and sex became entwined in the nineteenth century,
as this label for B. H. Watson's “Gentlemen’s Delight” tobacco
reveals. A bare-shouldered woman, her dark hair tumbling behind
her, beckons buyers to purchase the product that promises
nothing but the delight on the label’s title.

If anything, however, aggressive lumbering left the South
poorer. Corruption of state officials and a relaxed federal tim-
ber policy allowed northerners and foreigners to acquire huge
forest tracts at artificially low prices. The timber was then sold
as raw lumber rather than as more profitable finished products
such as cedar shingles or the coffins Henry Grady liked to
mention. Overcutting added little to local economies. Logging
camps were isolated and temporary. Visitors described the
lumberjacks as “single, homeless, and possessionless.” Once
loggers leveled the forests around their camps, they moved on
to other sites. Most sawmills operated for only a few years
before the owners followed the loggers to a new area.

ENVIRONMENTAL COSTS The environmental costs
were high. In the South, as elsewhere, overcutting and other
logging practices stripped hillsides bare. As spring rains
eroded soil and unleashed floods, forests lost their capacity
for self-renewal. By 1901 a Georgian complained that “from
most of the visible land the timber is entirely gone.” With it
went the golden eagles, the peregrine falcons, and other
native species.

Turpentine mills, logging, and lumber milling provided
young black southerners with their greatest source of employ-
ment. Occasionally an African American rose to be a supervi-
sor, though most supervisors were white. Southerners often
blamed these workers, not the operators or the dreadful work-
ing conditions and low pay, for the industry’s high turnover
rates and low morale among workers. As one critic com-
plained, “The sawmill negro is rather shiftless and is not

. tined to stay in any one location.” In fact,
::;:lgft the mills in search of higher wages 0:‘::)82 hlack -
order to marry and support families. ar oy,
BIRMINGHAM STEEL _The iron and stee) iy
disappointed promoters of the New South. Th, 3V:i?t iy
coke as a fuel made Chattanooga, Tennessee, ang B a.bui%f
Alabama, major centers for foundries. By the 139 Ost Nehay,
see Coal, Tron, and Railway Company (TCT) of Bire Tenne,
was turning out iron pipe for gas, water, and sewey ling iy, "
cities. Unfortunately Birmingham’s iron depositg o, S
for the kinds of steel in demand. In 1907 tp, i
strapped TCI was sold to the giant U.S. Steg) Corpznq_
controlled by northern interests. Tatiyy
The pattern of lost opportunity was repeateg :
southern industries—mining, chemical fertilizers, Cotton
oil, and railroads. Under the campaign for a New Sout,
grew dramatically in employment and value, but not eﬂo,u:h
to end poverty or industrialize the region.

Te miuit:

n oth

The Sources of Southern Poverty

Why did poverty persist in the New South? Surely, as many
southerners claimed, the South became a colonial e,
omy controlled by northern business interests. Raw ma
rials such as minerals, timber, and cotton were shipped ty
other regions, which earned larger profits by turning them
into finished goods.

LATE START IN INDUSTRIALIZING Three other factors
also contributed to the region’s poverty. First, the South
began to industrialize later than the Northeast. Northem
workers produced more not because they were more enct
getic or disciplined but because they were more experienced.

Second, the South contained only a small technologicd
community to guide its industrial development. Northerd
engineers and mechanics seldom followed northern capil
into the region. Few people were available to adapt moder?
technology to southern conditions or to teach southernets
how to do it themselves, however much they wanted to e

UNDEREDUCATED LABOR Education might ha% Owri
come the problem by upgrading the region’s workfore® ?:c
no region in the nation spent less on schooling than 4 {
South. Southern leaders, drawn from the ranks of . lszeﬁs
class, cared little about educating ordinary white r;szhcw
and openly resisted educating black southernefs: ve (e
gion’s low wages encouraged educated workers to led hin
South for higher pay. Few southern states invested 1 oné
technical colleges and engineering schools. AS 2 rest™
could match those of the North. ;
ckol
THE ISOLATED SOUTHERN LABOR MARKET oLuar“0
education aggravated the third and most importan* 00%
southern poverty: the isolation of its labor for¢® : requir‘d
riculture still dominated the southern econom fabor®™
unskilled, low-paid sharecroppers and wage
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southerners feared that outsiders, with their new ways, might
graad discontent among workers. So southern states
discouraged social services and opportunities that might have
tracted human and financial resources. Educated, skilled
yorkers often left for higher-paying jobs in the more hospita-
pie North. The South remained poor because it received too
litle, not too much, outside investment.

TEST REVIEW

What factors explain the failure of the campaign for a “New
South” and which, in your view, is the most important?

LIFE IN THE NEW SOUTH

Lt IN THE NEW SOUTH was a constant struggle to balance
love of hell-raising with the equally powerful pull of Christian
piety. Divided in its soul, the South was also divided by race.
Bven after the Civil War ended slavery, 90 percent of African
Americans continued to live in the rural South. Without slav-
), however, southerners lost the system of social control
it had defined race relations. Over time they substituted a
IeW system of segregation, or racial separation, that eased
never eliminated white fear that African Americans might
O%erturn the racia] hierarchy.

Rural Lie

l:lEaSure, piety, race—all divided southern life, in town and
eou"“f!' alike. Life separated along lines of gender as well,
ecially in the rural areas where most southerners lived.

HUNTING

n h“min L H
mwork

Southern males found one source of pleasure
unting offered men welcome relief from heavy
For rural people a successful hunt could a.lso
Meat and fish to 4 scanty diet. And through hunting

m .
“Wboys found 5 path to manhood. Seeing his father and

| The booming timber industry often left the
South poorer due to the harsh methods of
extracting lumber. Here logs that have been
floated down Lost Creek, Tennessee, are loaded
onto a train. Getting the logs out was a messy
affair: skidding them down crude paths to a
creek and leaving behind open fields piled with
rotting branches and leaves or needles, where
once a forest stood. Rains eroded the newly
bare hillsides, polluting streams. Downriver,
tanneries, pulp mills, and sawmills emptied
waste and sewage into the water, making many
streams into little more than open sewers.
©Corbis via Getty Images

brothers return with wild turkeys, young Edward Mcllhenny
longed for “the time when 1 would be old enough to hunt
this bird.”

The thrill of illicit pleasure also drew many southern men
to events of violence and chance, including cockfighting.
They valued combative birds and were convinced that their
champions fought more boldly than did northern bantams.
Gambling doubtless heightened the thrills. Such sport of-
fended churchgoing southerners by its cruelty and wanton-
ness. They condemned as sinful “the beer garden, the base

ball, the low theater, the dog fight and cock fight and the ring
for the pugilist and brute.”

FARM ENTERTAINMENTS Many southern customs
involved no such disorderly behavior. Work-sharing festi-
vals such as house raisings, log rollings, quiltings, and
roadwork gave isolated farm folk the chance to break their
daily routine, to socialize, and to work for a common good.
These events, too, generally segregated along gender lines.
Men did the heavy chores and competed in contests of
physical prowess. Women shared domestic tasks such as
cooking, quilting, and sewing. Community gatherings also
offered young southerners a relaxed place for courtship. In
one courting game, the young man who found a rare red
ear of corn could have the rare treat of kissing “the lady of
his choice.”

TOWN For rural folk a trip to town brought special excite-
ment, along with a bit of danger. Saturdays, court days, and
holidays drew throngs of people. Court week, when a district
judge arrived to mete out justice, drew the biggest crowds. As
ever, there were male and female domains. For men the
saloon, the blacksmith shop, or the storefront was a place to
do business and to let off steam. Few men went to town with-
out participating in social drinking in the local saloon, but
when men who had had one too many took to the streets, the
threat of brawling and violence drove most women away.
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| For Baptists in the South, both white and black, the ceremony of adult baptism included total immersion, often in a nearby river. The
ritual symbolized the waters of newfound faith washing away sins. Virginia's James River was the site of this occasion.

The Church

At the center of southern life stood (and beyond its leader-
ship very much the domain of women) the church as a great
stabilizer and custodian of social order. “When one joined
the Methodist church,” a southern woman remembered, “he
was expected to give up all such things as cards, dancing, the-
atres, in fact all so called worldly amusements.” Many devout
southerners pursued these ideals, although such restraint

asked more of people than many could muster, except per-
haps on Sunday.

RURAL RELIGION Congregations were often S0 small
and isolated that they could attract a preacher only once or
twice a month. The pious counted on the Sunday sermon
to steer them from sin. In town, a Sermon might last 30 to
45 minutes, but in the slower-paced countryside, a preacher

could go on for two hours or more, whipping up worshipers
until “even the little children wept.”

By 1870 southern churches w
Indeed, the black church was the o
by African Americans after slave
source of leadership and
(see Chapter 17). Within ¢

ere segregated by race.
nly institution controlled
. .ry and thus 3 principal
identity as well ag comfort
hurches both black and white
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congregations were segregated by gender, too. As a boy
entered manhood, he moved from the female to the mak
section. Yet churches were, at base, female domain.
Considered guardians of virtue, more women than men wer
members, attended services, and ran church activities.
Church was a place to socialize as well as worship. Many of
the young went simply to meet those of the opposite sex. Churth
picnics and all-day sings brought as many as 30 or 40 yoflfk‘%
people together for hours of eating, talk, services, and hymn i
ing. Still, these occasions could not match the fervor of 8 Wtk
long camp meeting, Tn the late summer or early fall, town ¢
countryside emptied as folks set up tents in shady groves n
listened to two or three ministers preach day and night “‘md:
largest event of the year, The camp meeting refired faith Wi
celebrating traditional values of home and family.

Segregation

) race:
Nothing challenged tradition in the South more that ®

X ctiot
With the abolition of slavery and the end of Reconst™®

Lond
. . gectiof
white northerners and southerners achieved i

< Du
harmony by sacrificing the rights of black citizen® alize ¥
the 18805 Redeemer governments moved to “’":;;c““‘rs
System of Segregation or racial separation. ke
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' Ocratic 0 olitici.ans who came tp POWer in southern
P D emnd i Republican rule establisheq during Recon-
:3[65 0¢€ hey were eager o reap the benefits of economic
fﬂucli""' 1nd 10 attract the business classes—bankers, rail-
>‘,pan5ioﬂ e industrial operators. As their part of the
:bﬂ f Pr I::w Redeemers assured anxipps nor_themers that
pafg“m'e rule would not mean political disenfranchise.
Redeemf s freedpeople. That part of the bargain they
" | keep.
o . o

would . 1o reach a new racial accommodatjop in the

res.surrease d as more African Americang moved into
gl mcwwns and cities, competing for jobs with poor
e ﬂd sharing public space, especially on railroads and
e inblic conveyances. One way to preserve the social

rconomi ¢ superiority of white so.uthefners, poor as well
o as 10 separate blacks as an inferior caste, The first
ncca‘me even before the end of Reconstruction, Starting
; o, Tennessee—where whites outnumbered blacks by a
o nearly 3 to 1—outlawed racial intermarriage. Soon
7atio couthern state enacted similar laws. Over the next 20
giery the white South began to construct a legal wall
eazatmg the races almost everywhere.
sepFe deral laws designed to enforce the Civil Rights Act of
s andthe Fourteenth Amendm'ent, which promised equal
puotction for all under law, stood in the way. In effect, these
s established social equality for all races in public places
ach as hotels, theaters, and railroads. But in 1883 the
supreme Court ruled (in the Civil Rights Cases) that hotels
nd railroads were not “public” institutions, because private
individuals owned them. The Fourteenth Amendment was
thus limited to protecting citizens from violations of their
civil rights by states, not by private individuals. The national
policy of laissez faire in race relations could not have been
made any clearer.

an

JM CROW LAWS  Within 20 years every southern state
had enacted segregation as law. The earliest laws legalized
stgregation in trains and other such public conveyances
Where blacks and whites were likely to mingle. Soon a
tomplex web of “Jim Crow” statutes drew an indelible color
ling in prisons, parks, hotels, restaurants, hospitals, and
Virtually all public gathering places except streets and stores.
(The term Jipm Crow, used to denote a policy of segregation,
Originated in 4 song of the same name sung in minstrel
103 of the day,)

In 1892 Homer Adolph Plessy, an African American,
Breed 1o test 5 Louisiana law requiring segregated rail-

I

[:’:d facilities by sitting in the all-white section of a local
I

sider;?en 'though he was only 1/8 black, he_was still con-
g ¢ Afrlca_ﬂ American. Having warned railroad author-
afreste;n he intended to test the law, he was promptly
Way up | Slowly the case of Plessy v. Ferguson worked its

P10 the Supreme Court. In 1896 the Court ruled
asegl‘egathn did not constitute discrimination as long
CCommodﬂtions for both races were “separate but

tQual » X .
Ml Jugtice John Marshall Harlan (ironically from a

former slaveholding family) issued the lone dissent:
Sepa‘rate‘ Whether equal or not, was always a “badge of
servitude” and a violation of the “color-blind” Constitu-
tion. The doctrine of separate but equal nonetheless
became part of the fabric of American law and governed
race relations for more than half a century to come. When
coupled with a growing campaign in the 1890s to
disenfranchise black voters across the South (see Chapter
21), Segregation provided a formidable barrier to African
American progress.

By the turn of the century segregation was firmly in place,
§tiﬂing economic competition between the races and reduc-
Ing African Americans to second-class citizenship. Many
kinds of employment, such as work in the textile mills, went
largely to whites. Skilled and professional black workers
generally served black clients. African Americans were
barred from juries and usually received far stiffer penalties
than whites for the same crimes.

Segregation, lynching, and disenfranchisement (see
Chapter 17) were not the only means by which southern
State governments sought to control African Americans and
replace the labor lost with the abolition of slavery. Among
the harsher and more corrupt practices was the convict
leasing system. Southern states leased convicts, predomi-
nantly African Americans who were often imprisoned for
vagrancy and other minor offenses, to plantations and
private industry. Employers received cheap labor and state
governments large revenues. The convicts were worked
mercilessly, poorly fed, housed in dilapidated buildings, and
beaten, sometimes to death. It was, wrote one historian,
“slavery by another name.”

As Jim Crow laws became entrenched, so did stifling
social custom. Black southerners always addressed white
southerners as “Mister,” “Miss,” and “Ma’am”—even those of
lower status. But white southerners called black southerners
by their first names or more simply “Sister” or “Boy,” no
matter their age or profession. Any African American who
crossed the color line risked violence. Some were tarred and
feathered, others whipped and beaten, and many lynched. Of
the 187 lynchings averaged each year of the 1890s, some 80
percent occurred in the South. The victims were almost
always African Americans.

COST OF JIM CROW  The cost of Jim Crow segregation
and other discriminatory practices to southerners black and
white was incalculable. The race question trumped all other
issues and produced a one-party region, where fear of black
political participation hamstrung any opposition to all-white
Redeemer Democrats. Because Democratic Party regulars
controlled nominations and thus elections, politics sparked
little public interest and fell into the hands of professionals
who helped few ordinary southerners. Supporting a two-tiered
system of public services drained money from southern
treasuries no matter how inferior black institutions were. All
suffered under the rule of racial separation, whether they
realized it or not.
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