on religious grounds, he called for Indians to enjoy “all guarantees of liberty and
justice” from the moment they became subjects of Spain. “Nothing is certainly more
precious in human affairs, nothing more esteemed,” he wrote, “than freedom.” Yet
Las Casas also suggested that importing slaves from Africa would help to protect
the Indians from exploitation.

Reforming the Empire

Largely because of Las Casas’s efforts, Spain in 1542 promulgated the New
Laws, commanding that Indians no longer be enslaved. In 1550, Spain abol-
ished the encomienda system, under which the first settlers had been granted
authority over conquered Indian lands with the
right to extract forced labor from the native inhabit-
ants. In its place, the government established the
repartimiento system, whereby residents of Indian
villages remained legally free and entitled to wages,
but were still required to perform a fixed amount of
labor each year. The Indians were not slaves—they
had access to land, were paid wages, and could not be
bought and sold. But since the requirement that they
work for the Spanish remained the essence of the
system, it still allowed for many abuses by Spanish
landlords and by priests who required Indians to
toil on mission lands as part of the conversion pro-
cess. Indeed, a long struggle ensued among settlers,
missionaries, and colonial authorities for control of
Indian labor. Each party proclaimed itself a humane
overlord and denounced the others for exploiting the
native population.

A benign view of Spanish colonization.
This engraving from a 1621 book depicts
Spanish missionaries bringing Christianity
to New World natives while priests do
construction work. A fortified colonial town
is visible in the background.

Spanish conquistadores murdering
Indians at Cuzco, in Peru. The Dutch-born
engraver Theodor de Bry and his sons
illustrated ten volumes about New World
exploration published between 1590 and
1618. A Protestant, de Bry created vivid
images that helped to spread the Black
Legend of Spain as a uniquely cruel
colonizer.
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A view of San Carlos Borromeo de
Carmelo, or Mission Carmel, in 1786
depicts Native Americans lined up to
welcome a French scientific expedition.
Sketched by a French explorer, this is the
earliest known image of California.
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By the end of the sixteenth century, work in the Spanish empire 00n§i8ted
largcl'v of forced wage labor by native inhabitants ancl- slave lab.or by Afr‘fans
on th(: West Indian islands and a few parts of the r.namland.. I.Jl.ke all eMpireg,
Spain’s always remained highly exploitative. OYcr time, .the mltm-l bruta'] treat.
ment of Indians improved somewhat. The Spam§h e.stabhshed.the]r dofm“ation
not just through violence and disease but by bringing educatu.)n,. m.ed1ca1 care,
and European goods, and because many Indians embraced Christianity. But Las
Casas’s writings, translated almost immediately into several European languages,
contributed to the spread of the Black Legend—the image of Spain as a uniquely
brutal and exploitative colonizer. This would provide a potent justification for
other European powers to challenge Spain’s predominance in the New World,
Influenced by Las Casas, the eighteenth-century French historian Guillaume
Thomas Raynal would write of Columbus’s arrival in the New World, “Tell me,

reader, whether these were civilized people landing among sava

ges, Or savages
among civilized people?”

Exploring North America

While the Spanish empire centered on Mexico, Peru, and the West Indies, the hope
of finding a new kingdom of gold soon led Spanish explorers into new territory,
In 1508, Spain established the first permanent colony in what is now the United
States. That first colony was not, as many people believe, at Jamestown, Virginia,

or St. Augustine, Florida, but on the island of Puerto Rico, now
wealth.” Unlike many

a U.S. “common-
other European settlements that followed it, Puerto Rico had
gold; Juan Ponce de Leén, who led the colony, sent a considerable amount to Spain,

while keeping some for himself. In 1513, Ponce embarked for Florida, in search of
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EARLY SPANISH CONQUESTS AND EXPLORATIONS
' IN THE NEW WORLD
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wealth, slaves, and a fountain of eternal youth, only to be repelled by local Indians.
In 1528, another expedition seeking plunder in Florida embarked from Spain, but
after a series of storms only a handful of men reached the Gulf Coast. For seven
years they traversed the Southwest until a few survivors arrived in Mexico in 1536.

By around 1600, New Spain had become
a vast empire stretching from the modern-
day American Southwest through Mexico
and Central America and into the former
Inca kingdom in South America. This

map shows early Spanish exploration,
especially in the present-day United
States.
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One, Alvar Nufiez Cabeza de Vaca, wrote an account of his adventures, including

tales told by native inhabitants (possibly to persuade the newcomers to move on) of
the seven golden cities of Cibola, somewhere over the horizon.

In the late 1530s and 1540s, Juan Rodriguez Cabrillo explored the Pacific
coast as far north as present-day Oregon, and expeditions led by Hernando de
Soto, Cabeza de Vaca, Francisco Visquez de Coronado, and others marcheq
through the Gulf region and the Southwest, fruitlessly searching for another
Mexico or Peru. Coronado explored much of the interior of the continent, reaching
as far north as the Great Plains, and became the first European to encounter the
immense herds of buffalo that roamed the West. These expeditions, really mobile
communities with hundreds of adventurers, priests, potential settlers, slaves, and
livestock, spread disease and devastation among Indian communities. De Soto’s
was particularly brutal. His men tortured, raped, and enslaved countless Indians
and transmitted deadly diseases. When Europeans in the seventeenth century
returned to colonize the area traversed by de Soto’s party, little remained of the

societies he had encountered. Where large towns had existed, explorers found

only herds of grazing bison.

Spanish Florida

Nonetheless, these explorations established Spain’s claim to a large part of what
is now the American South and Southwest. The first region to be colonized within
the present-day United States was Florida. Spain hoped to establish a military
base there to combat pirates who threatened the treasure fleet that each year sailed
from Havana for Europe loaded with gold and silver from Mexico and Peru. Spain
also wanted to forestall French incursions in the area. In 1565, Philip II of Spain
authorized the nobleman Pedro Menéndez de Avilés to lead a colonizing expedition
to Florida. Menéndez destroyed a small outpost at Fort Caroline, which a group of
Huguenots (French Protestants) had established in 1562 near present-day Jackson-
ville. Menéndez and his men massacred the 500 colonists and went on to establish
Spanish forts on St. Simons Island, Georgia, and at St. Augustine, Florida. The lat-
ter remains the oldest site in the continental United States continuously inhabited
by European settlers and their descendants.

Spanish expeditions soon established forts from present-day Miami into
South Carolina, and Spanish religious missionaries set up outposts in Florida and
on the Sea Islands, hoping to convert the local Indians to Christianity. In 1566,
500 Spanish colonists landed near modern-day Port Royal, South Carolina, and
established the settlement of Santa Elena. It survived until 1587, when the govern-
ment in Spain ordered it abandoned and the inhabitants resettled (over their vocal
protests) at St. Augustine, to protect them from English naval raids. Most of the
forts fell into disuse, and many of the missions were destroyed by local Guale
Indians in an uprising that began in 1597. The Indians explained their revolt
by noting that the missionaries had sought to eliminate “our dances, banquets,
feasts, celebrations, and wars. ... They persecute our old people by calling them
witches.” The missions were soon rebuilt, only to be devastated again a century



ater, this time by English and Indian forces from South Carolina. In general,
Florida failed to attract settlers, remaining an isolated military settlement, in

offect a for tified outpost of Cuba. As late as 1763, Spanish Florida had only 4,000
inhabitants ol European descent.

gpain in the Southwest

Spain took even longer to begin the colonization of the American Southwest.

Although Coronado and others made incursions into the area in the sixteenth cen-

tury. their explorations were widely considered failures, since they had discovered

neither gold nor advanced civilizations whose populations could be put to work for

the Spanish empire. Spain then neglected the area for another half-century. It was

not until 1598 that Juan de Ofiate led a group of 400 soldiers, colonists, and mis- Oriate and Acoma
sionaries north from Mexico to establish a permanent settlement. While searching
for fabled deposits of precious metals, Onate’s nephew and fourteen soldiers were
killed by inhabitants of Acoma, the “sky city” located on a high bluffin present-day
New Mexico.

Onate decided to teach the local Indians a lesson. After a two-day siege, his
forces scaled the seemingly impregnable heights and destroyed Aco;na. killing
more than 800 of its 1,500 or so inhabitants, including 300 women. Of the
600 Indians captured, the women and children were consigned to servitude in
Spanish families, while adult men were punished by the cutting off of one foot.
Not until the 1640s was Acoma, which had been inhabited since the thirteenth
century, rebuilt. Onate’s message was plain—any Indians who resisted Spanish
authority would be crushed. But his method of rule, coupled with his failure to
locate gold, alarmed authorities in Mexico City. In 1606, Ofate was ordered home
and punished for his treatment of New Mexico’s Indians. In 1610, Spain established  Acoma, the “sky city,” as it appeared in
the capital of New Mexico at Santa Fe, the first permanent European settlement in -~ 1904.
the Southwest.

The Pueblo Revolt

In 1680, New Mexico’s small and vulnerable colonist pop-
ulation numbered fewer than 3,000. Most were mestizos
(persons of mixed Spanish and Indian origin), since few
European settlers came to the region. Relations between the
Pueblo Indians and colonial authorities had deteriorated
throughout the seventeenth century, as governors, settlers,
and missionaries sought to exploit the labor of an Indian
population that declined from about 60,000 in 1600 to
some 17,000 eighty vears later. Franciscan friars worked
relentlessly to convert Indians to Catholicism, often using
intimidation and violence. Their spiritual dedication and
personal courage impressed many Indians, however, as
did the European goods and technologies they introduced.
Some natives welcomed them as a counterbalance to the
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R 2 depredations of soldiers and settlers and accepted baptism, even as they contjy, l
Religious oppression

A ued to practice their old religion, adding Jesus, Mary, and the Catholic saintg &

their already rich spiritual pantheon. But as the Inquisition—the persecutig,
of non-Catholics—became more and more intense in Spain, so did the friarg
efforts to stamp out traditional religious ceremonies in New Mexico. By burniy,
Indian idols, masks, and other sacred objects, the missionaries alienateq far
more Indians than they converted. A prolonged drought that began around 166
and the authorities’ inability to protect the villages and missions from attacks by
marauding Navajo and Apache Indians added to local discontent.

The Pueblo peoples had long been divided amon
assumed that the Indians could never unite against the
they were proven wrong.

Little is known about the life of Popé, who be
uprising that aimed to drive the Spanish from the
traditional autonomy. A religious leader born ar
Popé first appears in the historica] record in 1675,
Pueblo Indians arrested for “sorcery”—that is, practicing their traditional religion
St. Anthony and the Infant Jesus, painted Four of the prisoners were hanged,

and the rest, including Popé, were brought ¢,
on atanned buffalo hide by a Franciscan Santa Fe to be publicly Whipped. Af

ter this humiliation, Popé returned home anq
priest in New Mexico in the early eigh- began holding secret meetings in Pueblo communities.

teenth century. This was not long after Under Popé’s leadership, New Mexico's

the Spanish reconquered the area, from ing. Ironically, because the Pueblos spoke si
which they had been driven by the Pueblo the revolt’s “lingua franca”
Revolt.

of different linguistic back
farms and missions, killing
They then surrounded Sant
no choice but to abandon t

g themselves. The Spanigp,
colonizers. In August 1680

came the main organizer of ap
colony and restore the Indiang
ound 1630 in San Juan Pueb,
when he was one of forty-sevep

Indians joined in a coordinated upris-
x different languages, Spanish became
(a common means of communication among persons
grounds). Some 2,000 warriors destroyed isolateq
400 colonists, including 21 Franciscan missionaries,
a Fe. The Spanish resisted fiercely but eventually haq

he town. Most of the Spanish survivors, accompanied
by several hundred Christian Indians, made their way south out of New Mexico,

Within a few weeks, a century of colonization in the area had been destroyed. From
their own point of view, the Pueblo Indians had triumphantly reestablished the
freedom lost through Spanish conquest.

The Pueblo Revolt was the most complete victory for Native Americans over
Europeans and the only wholesale expulsion of settlers in the history of North
America. According to a royal attorney who interviewed the Spanish survivors
in Mexico City, the revolt arose from the “many oppressions” the Indians had
suffered. The victorious Pueblos turned with a vengeance on all symbols of
European culture, uprooting fruit trees, destroying cattle, burning churches
and images of Christ and the Virgin Mary, and wading into rivers to wash away
their Catholic baptisms. They rebuilt their places of worship, called “kivas,” and
resumed sacred dances the friars had banned. “The God of the Spaniards,” they
shouted, “is dead.”

Cooperation among the Puchlo peoples, however, soon evaporated. By the end
of the 1680s, warfare had broken out among several villages, even as Apache and
Navajo raids continued. Popé died around 1690. In 1692, the Spanish launched an
invasion that reconquered New Mexico. Some communities welcomed them back
as a source of military protection. But Spain had learned a lesson. In the eighteenth
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century, colonial authorities adopted a more tolerant attitude toward traditional
religious practices and made fewer demands on Indian labor.

THE FRENGH AND DUTCH EMPIRES

[f the Black Legend inspired a sense of superiority among Spain’s European rivals,
{he precious metals that poured from the New World into the Spanish treasury
aroused the desire to try to match Spain’'s success. The establishment of Spain’s
American empire transformed the balance of power in the world economy. The
Atlantic replaced the overland route to Asia as the major axis of global trade. Dur-
ing the seventeenth century, the French, Dutch, and English established colonies in
North America. England’s mainland colonies, to be discussed in the next chapter,
consisted of agricultural settlements with growing populations whose hunger for
land produced incessant conflict with native peoples. New France and New Neth-
erland were primarily commercial ventures that never attracted large numbers
of colonists. Because French and Dutch settlements were more dependent than
the English on Indians as trading partners and military allies, Native Americans
exercised more power and enjoyed more freedom in their relations with these
settlements.

French Colonization

The first of Spain’s major European rivals to embark on New World explorations
was France. The French initially aimed to find gold and to locate a Northwest
Passage—a sea route connecting the Atlantic to the Pacific. But early French explor-
ers were soon disappointed, and North America came to seem little more than a
barrier to be crossed, not a promising site for settlement or exploitation. For most
of the sixteenth century, only explorers, fishermen, pirates preying on Spanish
shipping farther south, and, as time went on, fur traders visited the eastern coast
of North America. French efforts to establish settlements in Newfoundland and
Nova Scotia failed, beset by native resistance and inadequate planning and financ-
ing. Not until the seventeenth century would France, as well as England and the
Netherlands, establish permanent settlements in North America.

The explorer Samuel de Champlain, sponsored by a French fur-trading
company, founded Quebec in 1608. In 1673, the Jesuit priest Jacques Marquette and
the fur trader Louis Joliet located the Mississippi River, and by 1681 René-Robert
Cavelier, Sieur de La Salle, had descended to the Gulf of Mexico, claiming the entire
Mississippi River valley for France. New France eventually formed a giant arc
along the St. Lawrence, Mississippi, and Ohio rivers.

Until 1663, when the population of European origin was fewer than 3,000,
French Canada was ruled by the Company of New France through a governor-
general appointed in Paris. There was no representative assembly. In that year, the
French government established a new company. It granted land along the St. Lawrence
River to well-connected nobles and army officers who would transport colonists to
take their place in a feudal society. But most of the indentured servants returned
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 Alliances with Indians

This engraving, which appears in Samuel
de Champlain's 1613 account of his
voyages, is the only likeness of the
explorer from his own time. Champlain,
wearing European armor and brandishing
an arquebus (an advanced weapon of
the period), stands at the center of this
pitched battle between his Indian allies
and the hostile Iroquois.
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home after their contracts expired. More than 80 percent of the migrants Werg
men. Apart from nuns, fewer than 1.800 women (compared with more than 12,000
men) emigrated to French Canada in the seventeenth century. And during the
entire colonial period, only about 250 complete families did so.

By 1700, the number of white inhabitants of New France had risen to only
19,000. With a far larger population than England, France sent many fewer
emigrants to the Western Hemisphere. The government at home feared tha
significant emigration would undermine France’s role as a European great Power
and might compromise its effort to establish trade and good relations with the
Indians. Unfavorable reports about America circulated widely in France. Canada
was widely depicted as an icebox, a land of savage Indians, a dumping ground for
criminals. Most French who left their homes during these years preferred to settle
in the Netherlands, Spain, or the West Indies. The revocation in 1685 of the Edict
of Nantes, which had extended religious toleration to French Protestants, led wel]
over 100,000 Huguenots to flee their country. But they were not welcome in New
France, which the crown desired to remain an outpost of Catholicism.

New France and the Indians

The viability of New France, with its small white population and emphasis op
the fur trade rather than agricultural settlement, depended on friendly relationg
with local Indians. The French prided themselves on adopting a more humane
policy than their imperial rivals. “Only our nation,” declared one French writer,
“knows the secret of winning the Indians’ affection.” Lacking the need for Indian
labor of the Spanish and the voracious appetite for land of the English colonies, anq
relying on Indians to supply furs to trading posts, the French worked out a complex
series of military, commercial, and diplomatic connections, the most enduring
alliances between Indians and settlers in colonial North America. Samuel de
Champlain, the intrepid explorer who dominated the early history of New France,
insisted on religious toleration for all Christians and denied that Native Americans




were intellectually or culturally inferior to Furopeans—two
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crealing a colony based on mutual respect between diverse
pcuhlcs. The Jesuits, a missionary religious order, did seek,
with some \'nv.vvss. to convert Indians to Catholicism. Unlike
Spanish missionaries in early New Mexico, they allowed
Christian Indians to retain a high degree of independence
and much of their traditional social structure, and they did
not seek to suppress all traditional religious practices. :

Like other colonists throughout North America, however
the French brought striking changes in Indian life. Conlacé
with Europeans was inevitably followed by the spread of
disease. Participation in the fur trade drew natives into the
purgeoning Atlantic economy, introducing new goods and
transforming hunting from a search for food into a quest for marketable com-
modities. Indians were soon swept into the rivalries among European empires, and
Europeans into conflicts among Indians. As carly as 1615, the Huron of present-day
southern Ontario and upper New York State forged a trading alliance with th‘c
French, and many converted to Catholicism. In the 1640s, however, after being
severely weakened by a smallpox epidemic, the tribe was virtually destroyed in a
series of attacks by Iroquois armed by the Dutch. - :

As in the Spanish empire, New France witnessed considerable cultural
exchange and intermixing between colonial and native populations. On the
“middle ground” of the Great Lakes region in French America, Indians and whites
encountered each other for many years on a hasis of relative equality. And métis,
or children of marriages between Indian women and French traders and officials,
became guides, traders, and interpreters. Like the Spanish, the French seemed
willing to accept Indians as part of colonial society. They encouraged Indians
to adopt the European division of labor between men and women, and to speak
French. Indians who converted to Catholicism were promised full citizenship. In
fact, however, it was far rarer for natives to adopt French ways than for French
settlers to become attracted to the “free” life of the Indians.

The Dutch Empire

In 1609, Henry Hudson, an Englishman employed by the Dutch East India
Company, sailed into New York Harbor searching for a Northwest Passage to
Asia. Hudson and his crew became the first Europeans to sail up the river that
now bears his name. Hudson did not find a route to Asia, but he did encounter
abundant fur-bearing animals and Native Americans more than willing to
trade furs for European goods. He claimed the area for the Netherlands, and his
voyage planted the seeds for what would eventually become a great metropolis,
New York City. By 1614, Dutch traders had established an outpost at Fort Orange,
near present-day Albany. Ten years later, the Dutch West India Company, which
had been awarded a monopoly of Dutch trade with America, settled colonists on

Manhattan Island.
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An engraving of the Huron town
Hochelaga, site of modern-day Montreal,
from a book about voyages of discovery
by Giovanni Battista Ramusio, an Italian
geographer, published in 1556.
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New France and New Netherland.
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THE NEW WORLD—NEW FRANCE AND NEW

EEE New France
[ New Netherland
—— The “middle ground”

These ventures formed one small part in the rise of the Dutch overseas
empire. In the early seventeenth century, the Netherlands dominated international
commerce, and Amsterdam was Europe’s foremost shipping and banking center.
The small nation had entered a golden age of rapidly accumulating wealth and
stunning achievements in painting, philosophy, and the sciences. The Dutch
invented the joint stock company, a way of pooling financial resources and sharing



of maritime voyages, which proved central to the development of modern

the risk . . ; o
a population of only 2 million, the Netherlands established a far-

capitalism With
flung empire that reached from Indonesia to South Africa and the Caribbean and

(empor \rilv wrested control of Brazil from Portugal.
(8

putch Freedom

The Dutch prided themselves on their devotion to liberty. Indeed, in the early
seventeenth century they enjoyed two freedoms not recognized elsewhere in
Furope—[reedom of the press and of private religious practice. Even though there
was an established church, the Dutch Reformed, individuals could hold whatever
religious beliefs they wished. Amsterdam became a haven for persecuted Protes-
tants from all over Europe, including French Huguenots, German Calvinists, and
those, like the Pilgrims, who desired to separate from the Church of England. Jews,
especially those fleeing from Spain, also found refuge there. Other emigrants came
to the Netherlands in the hope of sharing in the country’s prosperity. During the sev-
enteenth century, the nation attracted about half a million migrants from elsewhere
in Europe. Many of these newcomers helped to populate the Dutch overseas empire.

Freedom in New Netherland

Despite the Dutch reputation for cherishing freedom, New Netherland was hardly
governed democratically. New Amsterdam, the main population center, was
essentially a fortified military outpost controlled by appointees of the West India
Company. Although the governor called on prominent citizens for advice from time
{o time, neither an elected assembly nor a town council, the basic unit of govern-
ment at home, was established.

In other ways, however, the colonists enjoyed more liberty, especially in
religious matters, than their counterparts elsewhere in North America. Even their
slaves possessed rights. The Dutch dominated the Atlantic slave trade in the early
seventeenth century, and they introduced slaves into New Netherland as a matter
of course. By 1650, the colony’s 500 slaves outnumbered those in the Chesapeake.
Some enjoyved “half-freedom”—they were required to pay an annual fee to the com-
pany and work for it when called upon, but they were given land to support their
families. Settlers employed slaves on family farms or for household or craft labor,
not on large plantations as in the West Indies.

Women in the Dutch settlement enjoyed far more independence than in other
colonies. According to Dutch law, married women retained their separate legal
identity. They could go to court, borrow money, and own property. Men were used
to sharing property with their wives. Their wills generally left their possessions to
their widows and daughters as well as sons. Margaret Hardenbroeck, the widow of
a New Amsterdam merchant, expanded her husband’s business and became one of

the town’s richest residents after his death in 1661.

The Dutch and Religious Toleration

New Netherland attracted a remarkably diverse population. As early as the 1630s,
at least eighteen languages were said to be spoken in New Amsterdam, whose
residents included not only Dutch settlers but also Africans, Belgians, English,
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Coastal Native Americans were adept
mariners. This detail from the earliest
known engraving of New Amsterdam
(1627) depicts Dutch and Indian boats in
the harbor.
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French, Germans, Irish, and Scandinavians. Of course, these settlers adhered to 5
wide variety of religions.

The Dutch long prided themselves on being uniquely tolerant in religious
matters compared to other European nations and their empires. It would he
wrong, however, to attribute modern ideas of religious freedom to either the Dutch
government and company at home or the rulers of New Netherland. Both Holland
and New Netherland had an official religion, the Dutch Reformed Church, one
of the Protestant national churches to emerge from the Reformation. The Dutch
commitment to freedom of conscience extended to religious devotion exercised in
private, not public worship in nonestablished churches. It did not reflect a willing
acceptance of religious diversity.

The West India Company’s officials in the colony, particularly Governor Petrus
Stuyvesant, were expected to be staunch defenders of the Dutch Reformed Church.
When Jews, Quakers, Lutherans, and others demanded the right to practice their
religion openly, Stuyvesant adamantly refused, seeing such diversity as a threat to
a godly, prosperous order. Under Stuyvesant, the colony was more restrictive in its
religious policies than the Dutch government at home. Twenty-three Jews arrived
in New Amsterdam in 1654 from Brazil and the Caribbean. Referring to them as
“members of a deceitful race,” Stuyvesant ordered the newcomers to leave. But the

company overruled him, noting that Jews at home had invested “a large amount of

capital” in its shares.
As a result of Stuyvesant’s policies, challenges arose to the limits on religious

e, known as the Flushing Remonstrance, was a 1657 petition by a
the governor’s order barring Quakers from
g Island. Although later seen as a landmark

toleration. On
group of English settlers protesting
Jiving in the town of Flushing, on Lon



of religious liberty, the Remonstrance had little impact at the time. Stuyvesant
ordered several signers arrested for defying his authority.

Nonetheless, itis true that the Dutch dealt with religious pluralism in ways
quite different from the practices common in other New World empires. Religious
dissent Was tolerated—often grudgingly, as in the case of Catholics—as long as it
did not involve open and public worship. No one in New Netherland was forced to
attend the official church, nor was anyone executed for holding the wrong religious
peliefs (as would happen in Puritan New England around the time of the Flushing
Remonstrance).

Settling New Netherland

In an attempt to attract settlers to North America, the Dutch West India Company
promiscd colonists not only the right to practice their religion freely (in private)
but also cheap livestock and free land after six years of labor. Eventually, it even
surrendered its monopoly of the fur trade, opening this profitable commerce to all
comers. Many settlers, Stuyvesant complained, had been lured by “an imaginary
Jiberty” and did not display much respect for the company’s authority.

In 1629, the company adopted a plan of “Freedoms and Exemptions,” offer-
ing large estates to patroons—shareholders who agreed to transport tenants for
agricultural labor. The patroon was required to purchase a title to the land from
Indians, but otherwise his “freedoms” were like those of a medieval lord, includ-
ing the right to 10 percent of his tenants’ annual income and complete authority
over law enforcement within his domain. Only one patroonship became a going
concern, that of Kiliaen van Rensselaer, who acquired some 700,000 acres in
the Hudson Valley. His family’s autocratic rule over the tenants, as well as its
efforts to extend its domain to include lands settled by New Englanders who
claimed that they owned their farms, would inspire sporadic uprisings into the
mid-nineteenth century.

During the seventeenth century, the Netherlands sent 1 million people overseas
(many of them recent immigrants who were not in fact Dutch) to populate and
govern their far-flung colonies. Very few, however, made North America their
destination. By the mid-1660s, the European population of New Netherland
numbered only 9,000. New Netherland remained a tiny backwater in the Dutch
empire. So did an even smaller outpost near present-day Wilmington, Delaware,
established in 1638 by a group of Dutch merchants. To circumvent the West India
Company'’s trade monopoly, they claimed to be operating under the Swedish flag
and called their settlement New Sweden. Only 300 settlers were living there when
New Netherland seized the colony in 1655.

New Netherland and the Indians

The Dutch came to North America to trade, not to conquer. They were less inter-
ested in settling the land than in exacting profits from it. Mindful of the Black Leg-
end of Spanish cruelty, the Dutch determined to treat the native inhabitants more
humanely. Having won their own independence from Spain after the longest and

Patroons

The seal of New Netherland, adopted by
the Dutch West India Company in 1630,
suggests the centrality of the fur trade

to the colony’s prospects. Surrounding
the beaver is wampum, a string of beads
used by Indians in religious rituals and as
currency.

THE FRENCH AND DUTCH EMPIRES

43




A map of the New Worid from an illumi-
nated manuscript produced in Le Havre,
France, in 1613, depicting the French
ambition to dominate North America.
The precision of the coastline is unusual
for maps of this era, although it reflects
in large part the imagination of the
cartographer.
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bloodiest war of sixteenth-century Europe, many Dutch identified with American
Indians as fellow victims of Spanish oppression.

From the beginning, Dutch authorities recognized Indian sovereignty over the
land and forbade settlement in any area until it had been purchased. But they alsq
required tribes to make payments to colonial authorities. Near the coast, where
most newcomers settled, New Netherland was hardly free of conflict with the
Indians. The expansionist ambitions of Governor William Kieft, who in the 1640s
began seizing fertile farmland from the nearby Algonquian Indians, sparked a
three-year war that resulted in the death of 1,000 Indians and more than 200
colonists. With the powerful Iroquois Confederacy of the upper Hudson Valley,
however, the Dutch established friendly commercial and diplomatic relations.

Borderlands and Empire in Early America

A borderland, according to one historian, is “a meeting place of peoples where
geographical and cultural borders are not clearly defined.” Numerous such places
came into existence during the era of European conquest and settlement, including



the “middle ground” of the Great Lakes region in New France. Boundaries between
empires, and between colonists and native peoples, shifted constantly, overlapping
claims to authority abounded, and hybrid cultures developed. As Europeans
consolidated their control in some areas, the power of native peoples weakened.
But at the edges of empire, power was always unstable, and overlapping cultural
interactions at the local level defied any single pattern. European conquest was
not a simple story of expanding domination over cither empty space or powerless
peoples, but of a continual struggle to establish authority. The Spanish, French, and
putch empires fought each other for dominance in various parts of the continent,
and Indians often wielded both economic and political power, pitting European
empires against cach other. Despite laws restricting commerce between empires,
traders challenged boundaries, traversing lands claimed by both Europeans and

Indians. People of European and Indian descent married and exchanged cultural
attributes.

Thus, before the planting of English colonies in North America, other European
nations had established various kinds of settlements in the New World. Despite
their differences, the Spanish, French, and Dutch empires shared certain features.
Allbrought Christianity, new forms of technology and learning, new legal systems

Shared features of the Spanish,
French, and Dutch empires

and family relations, and new forms of economic enterprise and wealth creation.
They also brought savage warfare and widespread disease. These empires were

aware of one another’s existence. They studied and borrowed from one another,
each lauding itself as superior to the others.

From the outset, dreams of freedom—for Indians, for settlers, for the entire

world through the spread of Christianity—inspired and justified colonization. It

would be no different when, at the beginning of the seventeenth century, England
entered the struggle for empire in North America.
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REVIEW QUESTIONS
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Support an argument about the following statement
made by Adam Smith about the “discovery” of
America, “[It was one of the] most important events
recorded in the history of mankind.”

Briefly explain the different global economies that
Europeans participated in or created during the
FEuropean age of expansion.

Evaluate the extent to which the following state-
ment is accurate, “One of the most striking features
of Indian societies at the time of the encounter with
Europeans was their diversity.”

4.

Compare the ways in which European and Native
American worldviews are similar and/or different.
In your response address TWO of the following:

religion, land ownership, gender relations, OR no-
tions of freedom.

Briefly explain the main factors fueling the European
age of expansion.

Evaluate the different economic and political systems
of the European powers during the age of expansion.
In your response address TWO of the following na-
tions: Spain, Portugal, the Netherlands, OR France.
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