VENURA UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT
Declining Enrollment Committee
February 10, 2022
Minutes
Call to Order
Ventura Unified School District help a teleconference meeting of the Declining Enrollment Committee
on February 10, 2022. The meeting was called to order by VUSD Superintendent Dr. Roger Rice at 5:02
p.m.
Roll Call
Committee Members Present: Velma Lomax, Rosi Wilcox, Carol Peek, Dan Nelson, Laura Nicholls,
Claudia Caudill, Mayra Vega-Manriquez, James Forsythe, Lori Campbell,
Matt Almaraz, Heather Lacayo, Rebekah Acker, Jesus Vega, Cary Glenn,
Mike Johnson, Mike Lazarus, Michael Owens, and Danielle Reyes.
Absent:

Carolyn Grimm, Kassi Harris, Cassie Lawhead, Allison McKay, Maria
Melo, Stephanie Ortiz, Martha Payne, and Steve Strong.

VUSD Support Staff Present:

Dr. Roger Rice, Dr. Rebecca Chandler, Carlos Cohen, Dr. Antonio Castro,
Gina Wolowicz, Anthony Ramos, Carolyn VangWalker, Anna Campbell,
Nick Vlahos, and Sabrena Rodriguez.

Dr. Rice welcomed the group and asked committee members to introduce themselves on screen, and
also showed the audience and committee where they could locate the meeting materials, including the
agenda and a PowerPoint presentation. Support staff introduced themselves and explained their roles in
the district. Committee members introduced themselves, and included information about their
connection to the district and interest in the issue/committee.

Dr. Rice reviewed the purpose of the committee and likened it to the recent work done by the 7-11
Committee, which evaluated district surplus property. District Legal Counsel Anthony Ramos informed
committee members that the committee’s work was subject to California’s open meeting law, The
Brown Act. He then reviewed the main provisions of the Brown Act and warned against serial meetings,
including through social media.

Dr. Rice began a presentation demonstrating the reasons declining enrollment should be addressed,
enrollment trend data by state and local levels, and district budget facts on how VUSD spends its money.
Committee members asked for further data which Dr. Rice pledged to have ready for the next meeting.

Committee members asked if exit surveys were being done, and they could be implemented.
Committee members also requested additional information for the next meeting, including for private
school enrollment.
This agenda item was pre-empted by input gathered in the prior item. Dr. Rice asked if there were any
further requests or questions, there were none.

Public Comments
•

Ellen Henderson, parent with two children in the district. Spoke out against Covid measures for
children in schools, read Notice of Demand sent to district in November 2021 to end measures
including mask mandate, testing, and vaccination requirements.

•

Devon Singmaster, parent with two children in the district. Continued where the previous
speaker left off, reading Notice of Demand

•

Randi, parent with child formerly in the district but now in private school. Concerned with what
she feels is a progressive agenda in public schools, felt public school education was lacking and
her son’s reading level suffered as a result.

•

Ben Kohn, parent with one current and one former student enrolled in the district. Concern with
curriculum being taught in VUSD and what he feels is a threat to remove standardized testing
and letter grades for students.

•

Heather May, parent of former students. Comments were interrupted by another speaker who
was muted and removed from the meeting. Agreed with other speakers that Covid safety
measures were unnecessary, must no longer be in place, and are the reason for declining
enrollment.

•

Jessica V, parent with child in the district. Agreed with other speakers who are against the Covid
safety measures in place, as well as expressing frustration with distance-learning.

•

Roy Morris, former Ventura student with one child in VUSD. Feels parents aren’t listened to as
much as they had been in the past. Feels some aspects of the mask mandate are too strict, and
must be addressed. Mentioned need for broadband improvement in Ventura, acknowledged
that this was an issue for a separate meeting.

•

Jennifer Taylor, shares sentiments of other speakers regarding Covid mandates. Would like to
have more information about the number of children who left the district, and would like more
specific information about statistics for individual schools in the district. Felt one of her sons was
treated too harshly by a teacher regarding mask use in the classroom. Mentioned that a
committee member (Velma Lomax) responded to a comment she made in another meeting,
which she feels violated the Brown Act and informed the committee she would be filing a
complaint.

•

Colby Nelson, local business owner with one child currently in VUSD. Opined that enrollment
has declined because of mask mandates. Expressed concern that his daughter had trouble
distinguishing F and V sounds, and masks exacerbate the issue.

•

Kelly Crawford, mentioned speaking at Board meeting on January 25, 2022. Feels declining
enrollment began before Covid mandates because of curriculum issues, specifically mentioning
Common Core math and introduction of themes and terms regarding gender identity. Believes
that Covid measures added to frustration with the district and have led to further declining
enrollment.

•

Michelle, agrees with other speakers about mask mandates being the reason for declining
enrollment. Continued reading the Notice of Demand previous speakers had read.

•

Monica Lee, parent of former VUSD students. Believes declining enrollment is due to Covid
measures and the lack of educational opportunities that line up with the values of parents.
Mentioned that in addition to the Notice of Demand served on VUSD there was also a Cease and
Desist served. This speaker’s sound was interrupted because of others speaking out of turn.
There was a slight disruption, with some speakers accusing Dr. Castro of muting the public
speakers. Mr. Almaraz spoke up and asked for the public speaker to be given an additional
minute of time to continue.

•

Jamie Morrison, parent of child in VUSD. Does not believe masks are effective, agrees with
others who have spoken on the issue. Believes if Covid measures continue, enrollment with
continue to decline.

•

Anna Sehati, parent with child in VSUD. Read Notice of Demand other public speakers have been
reading.

•

Heidi Trevisan, employee at VSUD elementary school. Spoke about her experience on campus,
and her observations of students. Expressed gratitude for committee and supports their efforts.

•

Marisa Stuteville, parent with one child in VUSD and one in a private school. Feels son in private
school, where mask mandates are not in effect and in-person classes remained in effect has
thrived while son in VUSD has suffered because of the Covid mandates and distance-learning,
gaining weight and declining in academics.

•

Mandee, mentioned Notice of Order served on VUSD and criticized the board for their adoption
of Covid measures. Warned the board that there would be further financial repercussions if the
Covid mandates were not lifted.

•

Ashley & Jason Stutzman, acknowledged the work of the board in organizing and moderating
the meeting. Feels declining enrollment began before Covid. Feels getting alternative programs
(trades, auto/wood shop, etc.) would help with declining enrollment.

•

Missy, Phil, and Callan Eigenhuis, parents and son, Callan is a student at Ventura High School.
Commented that when in public recently, he was not masked and no one seemed concerned.
He also commented that he sees other students sitting in cars with doors and windows closed,

masked. He wanted to make a comment to others that he feels no one should put a mask on
until they’ve reached the door and are ready to enter. His mother expressed frustration that
other states have lifted Covid measures, and she is concerned that the measures will not be
lifted.
•

Meghan Highland, parent with two children in VUSD. Concerned about one son who is in speech
therapy, continuing to receive therapy while mask mandates are in place. Also concerned about
her second son’s seasonal allergies being mistaken for Covid symptoms and having to
quarantine him. Ms. Highland seemed upset that the board was not responding to her concerns,
Dr. Castro paused her time and explained that the board was there to listen to public comments,
and appreciated the participation, but was not able to respond.

•

Jake Hull, parent with two children. He repeated concerns about Covid measures and declared
that he would be removing his children from VUSD if the measures continued. He stated that he
accepts the masks, but is greatly concerned about vaccinations.

•

One of the previous members of the public attempted to make another comment, but was
muted by Dr. Castro, Dr. Rice stepped in and asked to continue with the remaining speakers
lined up to make comments.

•

Matt, parent. Expressed appreciation for the board, and shared that he does not wear masks,
and advises his family against wearing them as well. He also stated that he has no plans to get
vaccinated, and does not intend to have his family vaccinated. He concluded by continuing to
read the Notice of Demand other speakers had begun.

•

Tony K, parent of two children enrolled in VSUD. Agrees with other speakers regarding Covid
mandates. Went on to discuss concerns other concerns, specifically what he described as the
sexualization of students. Does not feel younger children need to be introduced to topics of
gender/sexual identity. He also brought up the topic of bullying in school, giving an account of
an issue his son had at Will Rogers Elementary School. He feels not enough was done to address
the issue, and his son’s ability to learn and emotional well-being was affected negatively. Lastly,
he feels the math curriculum at Anacapa Middle School is lacking and his daughter was not
allowed to skip ahead to a more advanced math level.

•

Sarah P., parent of two children enrolled in the district. Feels district has done a good job of
protecting children, and does not agree with the others who have voiced adverse opinions.
Acknowledges that the system is not perfect, but feels parents must advocate for their children
and be a part of the process. Is impressed with the board’s communication with families, and
does not plan to remove children from the district.

•

Morgan Barickman, has three children who will be entering the VUSD. Is hesitant to allow
children to enroll in VUSD, would like a timeline of when the district plans to lift mask mandates
in schools. Stated that she would feel much more comfortable and likely to enroll children in
VUSD if there was a date set to lift the mask mandate.

•

Amber Vick, Ventura resident and former VUSD student with a child currently enrolled. Son
began kindergarten with distance-learning, and made the statement that he wanted to kill

himself. She stated that her son tolerates wearing a mask now, but is happier without it. Her son
has been diagnosed with asthma within the last couple of months, and she feels the mask
exacerbates his asthma symptoms. Stated that she will not vaccinate her children due to preexisting medical conditions.
•

Two previous speakers attempted to make additional statements, Dr. Castro muted each and
removed them from the meeting room.

Next Meeting
Dr. Rice pledged to have his assistant create a process for scheduling the next meeting. No date was set.
Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 8:18 p.m. by Dr. Rice.

