SUMMER READING
GRADE 8 ENGLISH
2022-2023
Rising 8th graders are required to read the novel All American Boys by Jason Reynolds
and Brendan Kiely.
Students should be prepared to discuss and write about this text during the first few
weeks of school.

All American Boys
by Jason Reynolds & Brendan Kiely
❏ read the book
❏ annotate for examples of complicity and complacency
❏ complete a one-pager assignment for the first day of
school

ANNOTATING:

Write in your book or on sticky notes in your book.

We will examine the roles of complicity and complacency in our society using the context of All
American Boys.:
➔ Complicity is the state of being involved with others in an illegal activity or wrongdoing.
Simply put, being complicit means that a person is an accomplice in some crime.

➔ Complacency is a sense of self-satisfaction, especially when accompanied by unawareness
of actual dangers or deficiencies. Although complacent people are not actively engaging in
wrongdoing, they are indirectly benefiting from it, and make no effort to stop it.
HOW TO ANNOTATE
Annotation is a way to show your thinking while you read. Mark ideas in your book.
1. While you read, mark passages that connect to the ideas of complicity and complacency.
2. For each passage you mark, add a thought:
● A reaction to what is happening.
● A theory about why a character chose a particular action.
● A prediction about the consequences of that action.
● A text-to-text, text-to-self, or text-to-world connection.
● A thought about why the author chose particular words or told the story in a certain way.

ONE PAGER
A one pager is a way to visually share key ideas and information from what you have learned. When
you create a one-pager, you are trying to use both visual symbols and important words to clearly
and concisely share your most important takeaways with someone else.
Here’s what it must include:
❏
A border which
represents the key
themes of the book.
❏
An image in the
upper left hand corner
with a quotation
woven into or around it.
This image should
somehow represent
what you consider to
be the most important
symbol in the text.
❏
Images and/or
doodled words in the
upper right hand corner
that represent the key
characters from the
text and how they
change.
❏
Images and
quotations in the lower
left hand corner that
show the author’s style
of writing, and the
power of the language
that is used.
❏
Images and/or
words in the bottom
right hand corner that
show connections
between the themes
and ideas in the writing and what is going on in the world today.
❏

Three important quotations from the text.

❏

Words and/or images that show the significance of the setting in some way.

❏

Use of color that represents the symbols, themes, and/or mood of the book.

You may also add other symbols, drawings, and words that represent the reading as you wish.

