2022 BOYS’ LATIN HIGH SCHOOL
11th & 12th ENGLISH SUMMER READING OPTIONS
Instructions:
All students must read one of the books from the list.
Your written work will be assigned in your English classes and completed on Google Docs. You will turn in your completed
assignment to your English Teacher via Schoology in September. Please be sure to remember your BL email login and plan
to have internet access (home, public library, school computer lab) at some point in the summer. Contact Mrs. King
(LKing@boyslatin.org ) with any questions.
●

●

Stamped by Jason Reynolds \ $9
The construct of race has always been used to gain and keep power, to create dynamics that
separate and silence. This remarkable reimagining of Dr. Ibram X. Kendi's National Book
Award-winning Stamped from the Beginning reveals the history of racist ideas in America, and
inspires hope for an antiracist future. It takes you on a race journey from then to now, shows you
why we feel how we feel, and why the poison of racism lingers. It also proves that while racist ideas
have always been easy to fabricate and distribute, they can also be discredited.
Through a gripping, fast-paced, and energizing narrative written by beloved award-winner Jason
Reynolds, this book shines a light on the many insidious forms of racist ideas--and on ways readers
can identify and stamp out racist thoughts in their daily lives.

After the Shot Drops by Randy Ribay \
An ode to Put the Damn Guns Down, this is New York Times bestselling author Jason Reynolds’s
electrifying novel that takes place in sixty potent seconds—the time it takes a kid to decide whether
or not he’s going to murder the guy who killed his brother.
Told in short, fierce staccato narrative verse, Long Way Down is a fast and furious, dazzlingly
brilliant look at teenage gun violence, as could only be told by Jason Reynolds.

Unbreakable by Jay Glazer \ $18
In Unbreakable, Jay Glazer talks directly to you, his teammates, and shares his truth. All of his
success from his screeching-and-swerving joy ride through professional football, the media, the
fighting world, Hollywood, the military-warrior community, comes with a side of relentless
depression and anxiety. Living in the gray, as Jay calls it, is just a constant for him. And, in order to
work through the gray and succeed, Jay has to maintain an Unbreakable Mindset. With this book,
you can too.

Choose a book from the list above for your assignment.
Complete BOTH writing assignments once you completed the reading.

Assignment #1: 3 Journal Entries
Title the document IR JOURNAL 22
Choose moments from the book that you resonate with in each way. Use a quote from the reading to support your
response in the entry. Entries must be a minimum of 70-80pgs apart:
1) Text to Text: Make a connection between your book and another book you’ve read.
2) Text to Self: Make a connection between the text and your life.
3) Text to World: Make a connection between the text and something happening in your world today.
Record the page number with each quote.
Record the page number with each quote. See example below.
Example: Chinua Achebe wrote, “All their customs are upside down” (72).
Bonus Points - Only given with on-time and completed assignments
10pts - Identify 10 quotes throughout the book that you like. No reason for it - 4 can be from the journal entries.
Write the quotes in the same style on your google doc as it is in the book and include the page number.
10pts - Create a visual representation that incorporates all 10 quotes on one page (minimum of 8x10 paper).
Journal Entry Rubric
50 points
-All 3 journal entries are completed.
- Journals are focused, detailed, and
insightful. It demonstrates that the
student is reading carefully and thinking
deeply about the book.
-There are very few errors in sentences,
grammar, and mechanics.

40 points
-Journals are complete, but ideas may
be superficial, unfocused, or repetitive.
-There are patterns of errors in
sentences, grammar, and/or mechanics
that may distract from the ideas of the
writing.

30 points
- At least 2 entries were attempted.
- The learner merely summarized the
book.
-There are so many errors in sentences,
grammar, and/or mechanics that it
makes the writing difficult to understand.

0 points
-Journals are missing, minimal, mostly
incomplete, or incoherent

Assignment #2: Letter to the Author
Title the document AUTHOR LETTER 22
Write a letter to the author of your book: Jason Reynolds, Randy Ribay, or Jay Glazer.
Using a standard letter format, write 3 paragraphs on the following topics: 2 elements of the story you enjoyed the
most and ask 1 question you have about the novel.

See the next page for a sample of how to format and write the letter.
Letter to the Author Rubric
50 points
-All components of the letter are
completed.
- Letter is focused, detailed, and
insightful. It demonstrates that the
student read the book and is thinking
deeply about the book.
-There are very few errors in sentences,
grammar, and mechanics.

40 points
- Letter is complete, but ideas may be
superficial, unfocused, or repetitive.
-There are patterns of errors in
sentences, grammar, and/or mechanics
that may distract from the ideas of the
writing.

30 points
-Instead of responding to the story
elements in the letter, the learner merely
summarized the book.
-There are so many errors in sentences,
grammar, and/or mechanics that it
makes the writing difficult to understand.

0 points
- Letter is missing, minimal, mostly
incomplete, or incoherent

Letter Sample:
Dear [Author},
Paragraph 1: Describe one element of the novel that you enjoyed the most and why. Explain each using an example from the text for
support.
Paragraph 2: Describe one other element of the novel that you enjoyed the most and why. Explain each using an example from the text
for support.
Paragraph 3: Ask the author a HOW or WHY question you have about the book. Explain to the author how you came to think of the
question using an example from the book.
Sincerely,
[Your Name]

Different Elements to Consider:
- Theme
- Characters (choose 1)
- A major idea presented in the text
- Symbolism
- Book Topic
- Figurative Language used
- Imagery
Examples of questions you may have: Character development, plot question, how the novel ends, character
interactions with the main character, poetry style, the topic of the novel, something you’re still unsure about after
finishing the reading.

