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Outline 

Thesis:  The issue of global warming is a serious one. 

 I. Climate change has occurred at times due to natural events. 

 II. Global warming can be traced back to the Industrial Revolution. 

 III. Global Warming can be controlled to avoid catastrophe. 

Conclusion:  We can avoid total disaster if we act now. 
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In the Hot Seat on Global Warming 

 Washington D.C.’s 38 million dollar city hall – flooded.  Islands off of Chesapeake Bay – 

eroded away.  Florida – gone. (“Atlantis Effect? . . .”).  These are some of the predictions that 

experts are making for the next 25 to 100 years if humans continue activities that put massive 

amounts of CO2 into the atmosphere every day.  In fact, significant damage in the form of 

eroded coastlines and flooded habitats has already resulted along the coastal areas of every 

continent.  These may be the ranting of doomsayers, but few scientists deny that the Earth is 

warming and that the firmament is shrinking.  These developments could be our wake up call.  

We must do more now or risk losing it all. 

 The Earth’s climate has changed many times during its history due to natural events, 

such as “volcanic eruptions, slight changes in the Earth’s orbit,” and surges in the “energy 

released from the sun” (“Climate Change”).  The scientists do not argue over these natural 

reasons for climate change, but some do take sides in the discussion of mankind’s contribution 

to the global warming phenomenon.  To pick a side, one must know:  What seems to cause it? 

What are its effects? and What is the world doing (or not doing) to reverse it? 



 

 

 The assault of Earth’s atmosphere can be traced back to the Industrial Revolution during 

the 18th century.  This is the time when factories began to spew pollutants into the air from 

fossil fuels like coal and oil,  As Earth’s population grew, forests where cut down to provide 

shelter, heat, and space for farming.  Over time, mankind emitted more CO2 than the 

environment could absorb, leaving some of it in the atmosphere as “greenhouse gas.”  A large  
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city, like London “produces nine million tons of carbon a year” (“Students Don’t . . .”).  Multiply 

that times nearly every large city in the world and the problem seems evident.  Some 

greenhouse gasses are necessary to support life on Earth because these gases keep the planet’s 

surface warm enough to sustain human life, but as the level of gases increased, the Earth’s  

temperature began to climb above the levels of the past.  According to NASA, the Earth’s 

average temperature has increased by about 1.2°F to 1.4°F since 1900 (“Climate Change”).  

Over the last 15 or so years, the warmest average temperatures have been recorded in 1998, 

2005, and now in 2015  (“Climate Change”).  Experts estimate that the temperature of the 

Earth’s surface could increase from 2.5°F to 10.4°F over the next 10 years.  Some scientists 

predict that the temperature change will be far larger than the predictions. 

 The warming of the Earth has had some very observable effects.  Rainfall patterns are 

different, snow and ice cover has varied, and the sea level has increased.  The Earth has seen 

record breaking “heat waves, storms, and fires and massive glacial melts”  (“Be Worried . . .”).  

Droughts are increasingly common causing wildfires that destroy forests that help to purify the 

Earth’s atmosphere.  Habitats get destroyed, too.  “Salmon populations are faltering” in rivers 

fed by melting permafrost (“Be Worried . . .”).  “Bushy tailed rats, chipmunks, and pinion mice 



 

 

[must move] upslope because of the rising temperatures . . . until they have no place to go” 

(“Be Worried . . .”).   Polar bears that hunt off the polar ice are “starting to turn up drowned” as 

the polar ice disappears (Be Worried . . .).  Larry Schweiger, president of the National Wildlife 

Federation predicts that “there will be no polar ice by 2060” (qtd. in “Be Worried . . .”). 
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 Most experts believe that there is still time to avoid the catastrophe.  Many nations 

have already taken actions toward controlling global warming.  More than 140 nations have 

signed the Kyoto Treaty, the first of its kind, to reduce emissions of greenhouse gases (“Be 

Worried . . .”).  Without much explanation, the United States did not sign this treaty, and 

Congress has taken only small steps to create policies to reduce carbon emissions.  The mayors 

of over 200 cities in the U.S. have taken action despite the inaction of the federal government.  

They pledged to meet the Kyoto goal of reducing greenhouse emissions in their own cities to 

1990 levels by 2016 (“Be Worried . . .”).  In December of 2015 in Paris, France, representatives 

from almost 200 industrialized countries agreed to do more to curb the amount of harmful 

emission that deplete the atmosphere worldwide. 

 Despite the evidence, some believe that the Earth has no global warming problem that 

will result in global disaster.  They believe that the consequences of these gasses will result in 

“little more than warmer winters and increased plant growth (Weier).  They believe that 

“attempting to lower greenhouse emissions may do more damage to the world economy and 

human society than any amount of global warming” (Weier). 



 

 

 This point of view seems countered by some overwhelming evidence of environmental 

changes on Earth over the last 30 years.  According to the article “What Is Global Warming?”, 

  The number of Category 4 and 5 hurricanes has almost doubled.  Malaria has 

  spread to higher altitudes . . . in and Andes, 7,000 feet above sea level.  The 

  flow of ice from glaciers in Greenland has more than doubled over the past  
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  decade.  At least 279 species of plants and animals are already moving closer 

  to the poles. 

In addition, and according to the same source above, if no reduction in greenhouse gasses 

occurs soon 

  Deaths from global warming will double in 25 years – to 300,000 per year. 

  Global sea levels will rise more than 20 feet . . . devastating coastal areas  

  worldwide.  More than a million species worldwide could be driven to extinction 

   by 2050. 

 According to the authors of the article, “Global Warming/Climate Change,” common 

citizens can take action to reduce carbon emissions before it is too late.  In the home, people 

can switch to energy-efficient lighting, buy energy efficient appliances, and adjust the 

heating/cooling system to a more moderate setting.  People can practice a more fuel-efficient 

driving style by speeding up and slowing down more gradually and by driving less.  People can 



 

 

reduce their lawn’s size, recycle paper, metal and plastics, paint the home a light color, and 

shingle the roof with less energy absorbent tiles. 

 Our planet is in trouble.  That is a fact impossible to deny.  Some argue that this global 

warming is just a part of the Earth’s climatic cycle.  What is undeniable is the fact that mankind 

has contributed to this change by emitting toxic and destructive gasses into the atmosphere.  It 

is illogical to conclude that there are no consequences that come as a result of that action.  By  
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doing more to reduce these dangerous emissions, citizens of the world can preserve what they 

have left.  Responsibility for man’s destructive habits starts with the world’s governments, its 

industries, and finally, its people.  All of us must open our eyes, take a look around, and do 

something to help.  And it must happen NOW. 
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