
 

 

2023 Troy 10 Literature & Composition Summer Reading 
 

Sophomores this summer will be given the opportunity to explore what literacy means 

both in books and beyond the pages of a text.  We want to offer choice, and it is our 

hope that students will, in addition to reading a novel, consider listening to a podcast, 

watching a documentary, reading a series of articles, or even binge watching a film or 

TV series in order to engage in a passion of theirs and broaden their understanding of 

literacy. If students prefer to read two books, that is fine as well. 

 
This new summer “reading” program is intended to develop a habit of reading that 

takes students far beyond the English classroom as well as to grow students’ enjoyment 

of their passion and interests while increasing their literacy. 

 

#1: Choose a book by exploring reading options based on your goals/passions 

What Students Will Be Reading: Campus Common Reading Roundup, 2022-23 | Penguin Random House 
Common Reads: Look up your favorite school and see what incoming freshmen are reading. These texts will 

be especially helpful if you plan to pursue AP Language and/or Literature courses in junior or senior year. 

Most Often Cited Literature on the AP Literature Exam Check out these classics to see what students have 
read in preparation for AP Literature. These texts will be especially helpful if you plan to pursue AP Language 

and/or Literature courses in junior or senior year. 

2023 Best Fiction for Young Adults: Love YA? Check out the “best of” list to see if you’ve missed any hits. 

TasteDive: Personalized suggestions discovered through the things you already love 

What Should I Read Next?: Search book recommendations based on a title you have enjoyed previously 

Interested in nonfiction?: Check out “61 YA Nonfiction Books to Explore Real Life True Stories” 

TikTok Lovers: Try searching #booktok to curate some trending titles and authors 

#2: Expand your thinking about “literacy” by choosing a “non-book” option 

Film Documentary Podcast Articles Poetry 

Watch 2-3 films by 
the same director 

or in the same 

genre 
 
(To Find a Director - 
start by choosing one 
of your favorite films, 
find out who directed 
it, and then streaming 
platforms - Hulu, 
Netflix, Apple, etc - 
from there) 

Watch 2 
documentaries 

 
2023 Oscar 
Nominations Best 
Documentary 
 
Netflix Documentary 
Films 
 
25 Best HBO 
Documentaries of All 
Time 

Listen to an 
episodic or a 

daily/weekly 

podcast 
 
The Best Podcasts for 
Everyone 
 
TasteDive - Podcasts 
discovered through 
the things you already 
love 

Read 3 articles 
about the same 

topic from different 

sources or follow a 
current event 

through time, 

reading at least 3 
articles to track the 

evolution of the 
event/idea 

Read 2 volumes of 
poetry or a variety 

(5-10) of different 

poems: you might 
start exploring one 

of these sites: 

 
Poetry Foundation 
 
Best of Button 

 
Brave New Voices 

 

 

 

https://commonreads.com/2022/09/09/what-students-will-be-reading-campus-common-reading-roundup-2022-23/
https://commonreads.com/2022/09/09/what-students-will-be-reading-campus-common-reading-roundup-2022-23/
https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/81966.Most_Often_Cited_Literature_on_the_AP_Literature_Exam
https://www.ala.org/yalsa/2023-best-fiction-young-adults
https://tastedive.com/books
https://www.whatshouldireadnext.com/
https://bookriot.com/must-read-ya-nonfiction-books/
https://www.tiktok.com/tag/BookTok
https://www.desktop-documentaries.com/2023-oscar-nominations-best-documentary.html
https://www.desktop-documentaries.com/2023-oscar-nominations-best-documentary.html
https://www.desktop-documentaries.com/2023-oscar-nominations-best-documentary.html
https://www.netflix.com/browse/genre/2243108?bc=34399
https://www.netflix.com/browse/genre/2243108?bc=34399
https://www.esquire.com/entertainment/movies/a29269462/best-hbo-documentaries/
https://www.esquire.com/entertainment/movies/a29269462/best-hbo-documentaries/
https://www.esquire.com/entertainment/movies/a29269462/best-hbo-documentaries/
https://www.wired.com/story/best-podcasts/
https://www.wired.com/story/best-podcasts/
https://tastedive.com/podcasts
https://tastedive.com/podcasts
https://tastedive.com/podcasts
https://tastedive.com/podcasts
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/
https://buttonpoetry.com/category/blog/best-of-button/
https://youthspeaks.org/bravenewvoices/


 

 

CAPTURE YOUR THINKING  
To capture your thinking while you read over the summer, create a notebook page for each 

of your two literacy choices*. (See the models below - this is your work so format or create a 

page that works to show your thinking). Within the first weeks of the school year, we will be 

utilizing your visual thinking pages to discuss and write about what you found most 
fascinating about your “summer reading”. We look forward to beginning the school year 

with students who have explored options that fit their passions and literacy goals.  

*NOTE: We do not expect you to create more than two notebook pages. 

 

 

 

 

Consider if you read 
multiple pieces, 
create something to 
show connections 
within your thinking. 


