Georgetown Prep
Summer Reading Book List

“Teenagers need to read during summer months to maintain current reading levels. Reading just 4-5 books during the summer can
prevent a decline in a student’s fall reading scores”
~ James Kim, Harvard University
We encourage students to read and enjoy many books over the course of the summer. We find a strong
correlation between regular reading – of any kind – and academic success in the humanities. Regular readers
build strong vocabularies, understand complex texts, and build the reading stamina required for college
readiness. Regular readers also tend to be the most fluent and talented writers. Read often!
In addition to required reading for courses, the Georgetown Prep Summer Reading program asks students to
join with a few fellow students and a faculty member to read a book for pleasure.

Directions for Incoming Freshmen and
Transfer Students!
1.
2.
3.

4.

Browse the list for books that interest you. You will
only sign up for ONE BOOK, but you may read as
many as you like
The admissions office will send an email with a link to
sign up on (or about) June 7.
Groups will fill up on a first come first served basis. If
you cannot select your first choice on the form, that
means the group is full. Browse the list again and pick a
different option.
If your name does not appear on the drop down menu,
email Mr. Venker (tvenker@gprep.org) your top four
book choices. He will assign you to a group.

Note: Groups fill up on a first come, first served basis.
Please sign up in a timely fashion and no later than July 1.

Directions for Returning Rising
Sophomores" Juniors and Seniors!
1. Browse the books in this list and select 3-5 that
would interest you (you will end up selecting only
one but have choices in case groups become full).
2. On May 18th, our sign-up form will become live.
Your English teacher will post the link and/or
email it to your class.
3. Enjoy your book!
Note: Groups fill up on a first come, first serve basis.
Please sign up in a timely fashion if you would like to
get into your first choice book group.

The Day of the Jackal By Frederick Forsyth

All Systems Red By Martha Wells

Group Leader! Bob Brewer

Group Leader! John Balbach

The Jackal. A tall, blond Englishman with opaque, gray eyes. A
killer at the top of his profession. A man unknown to any secret
service in the world. An assassin with a contract to kill the
world's most heavily guarded man.

"As a heartless killing machine, I was a complete failure."

One man with a rifle who can change the course of history. One
man whose mission is so secretive not even his employers know
his name. And as the minutes count down to the final act of
execution, it seems that there is no power on earth that can stop
the Jackal.

In a corporate-dominated spacefaring future, planetary missions
must be approved and supplied by the Company. Exploratory
teams are accompanied by Company-supplied security androids,
for their own safety. But, in a society where contracts are awarded
to the lowest bidder, safety isn’t a primary concern.
On a distant planet, a team of scientists are conducting surface
tests, shadowed by their Company-supplied ‘droid — a self-aware
SecUnit that has hacked its own governor module, and refers to
itself (though never out loud) as “Murderbot.” Scornful of
humans, all it really wants is to be left alone long enough to figure
out who it is.
But when a neighboring mission goes dark, it's up to the
scientists and their Murderbot to get to the truth.

Educated By Tara Westover

Outliers By Malcolm Gladwell

Group Leader! Rechelle Rafols

Group Leader! Kirsten Keppel

Born to survivalists in the mountains of Idaho, Tara Westover was
seventeen the first time she set foot in a classroom. Her family
was so isolated from mainstream society that there was no one to
ensure the children received an education, and no one to
intervene when one of Tara’s older brothers became violent. When
another brother got himself into college, Tara decided to try a
new kind of life. Her quest for knowledge transformed her, taking
her over oceans and across continents, to Harvard and to
Cambridge University. Only then would she wonder if she’d
traveled too far, if there was still a way home.

In this stunning book, Malcolm Gladwell takes us on an
intellectual journey through the world of "outliers"—the best and
the brightest, the most famous and the most successful. He asks
the question: what makes high-achievers different?
His answer is that we pay too much attention to what successful
people are like, and too little attention to where they are from: that
is, their culture, their family, their generation, and the
idiosyncratic experiences of their upbringing. Along the way he
explains the secrets of software billionaires, what it takes to be a
great soccer player, why Asians are good at math, and what made
the Beatles the greatest rock band.
Brilliant and entertaining, Outliers is a landmark work that will
simultaneously delight and illuminate.

Stolen Focus By Johann Hari

Sooley By John Grisham

Group Leader! Damon McGraw

Group Leader! Bob Barry

In the United States, teenagers can focus on one task for only
sixty-five seconds at a time, and office workers average only three
minutes. Like so many of us, Johann Hari was finding that
constantly switching from device to device and tab to tab was a
diminishing and depressing way to live. He tried all sorts of selfhelp solutions—even abandoning his phone for three months—
but nothing seemed to work. So Hari went on an epic journey
across the world to interview the leading experts on human
attention—and he discovered that everything we think we know
about this crisis is wrong.

In the summer of his seventeenth year, Samuel Sooleymon gets
the chance of a lifetime: a trip to the United States with his South
Sudanese teammates to play in a showcase basketball
tournament. He has never been away from home, nor has he ever
been on an airplane. The opportunity to be scouted by dozens of
college coaches is a dream come true.
Samuel is an amazing athlete, with speed, quickness, and an
astonishing vertical leap. The rest of his game, though, needs
work, and the American coaches are less than impressed.
During the tournament, Samuel receives devastating news from
home: A civil war is raging across South Sudan, and rebel troops
have ransacked his village. His father is dead, his sister is missing,
and his mother and two younger brothers are in a refugee camp.

The DaVinci Code By Dan Brown

Mr" President By Miguel Angel Asturias

Group Leader! Robin Russell

Group Leader! Ramon Tusell

The greatest conspiracy of the past two thousand years is about to
unravel.

In an unnamed country, an egomaniacal dictator schemes to
dispose of a political adversary and maintain his grip on power. As
tyranny takes hold, everyone is forced to choose between
compromise and death. Inspired by life under the regime of
President Manuel Estrada Cabrera of Guatemala, where it was
banned for many years, and infused with exuberant lyricism,
Mayan symbolism, and Guatemalan vernacular, Nobel Prize
winner Miguel Ángel Asturias’s magnum opus is at once a
surrealist masterpiece, a blade-sharp satire of totalitarianism, and
a gripping portrait of psychological terror.

Robert Langdon, professor of religious symbology at Harvard, is
in Paris to give a lecture. At the reception that follows, he is
scheduled to meet with a revered curator from the world-famous
Louvre museum. But the curator never shows up, and later that
night Langdon is awakened by authorities and told that the
curator has been found dead. He is then taken to the Louvre—the
scene of the crime—where he finds out that baffling clues have
been left behind.
Thus begins a race against time, as Robert Langdon becomes a
suspect and, with the help of French cryptologist Sophie Neveu,
must decipher a mystifying trail of clues that the two come to
realize have been left specifically for them. If Robert and Sophie
cannot solve the puzzle in time, an ancient truth could be lost
forever—and they themselves might end up as collateral damage.

Killing Pablo By Mark Bowden
Group Leader" Mary Pullano

Church of Spies By Mark Riebling
Group Leader" Connie Mitchell

On July 22, 1992, Colombian druglord Pablo Escobar walked out
of the luxurious prison he built for himself and disappeared into
the Colombian jungle. His audacious escape destroyed the
nation's tenuous cease-fire with its infamous narcos, and pushed
it into open war with the Medellin drug cartel.

The Vatican's silence in the face of Nazi atrocities remains one of
the great controversies of our time. History has accused wartime
pontiff Pius the Twelfth of complicity in the Holocaust and
dubbed him "Hitler's Pope." But a key part of the story has
remained untold.

Over the coming days and weeks, the United States launched a
joint military and intelligence operation with the Colombian
government, assembling a team of expert personnel and an
arsenal of state-of-the-art weaponry and surveillance technology
the likes of which the world had never seen. Their mission: to
track down Pablo.

Pope Pius in fact ran the world's largest church, smallest state,
and oldest spy service. Saintly but secretive, he sent birthday
cards to Hitler -- while secretly plotting to kill him. He skimmed
from church charities to pay covert couriers, and surreptitiously
tape-recorded his meetings with top Nazis. Under his leadership
the Vatican spy ring actively plotted against the Third Reich.

But this time, they knew it would not be enough to just capture
Escobar. This time, they would have to finish the job. This time,
they were going to kill him.

Told with heart-pounding suspense and drawing on secret
transcripts and unsealed files by an acclaimed author, Church of
Spies throws open the Vatican's doors to reveal some of the most
astonishing events in the history of the papacy. Riebling reveals
here how the world's greatest moral institution met the greatest
moral crisis in history.

My Sister! The Serial Killer
By Oyinkan Braithwaite

The Happiest Man on Earth By Eddie Jaku

Group Leader" Jasmine White

Korede’s sister Ayoola is many things: the favorite child, the
beautiful one, possibly sociopathic. And now Ayoola’s third
boyfriend in a row is dead, stabbed through the heart with
Ayoola’s knife.
Korede’s practicality is the sisters’ saving grace. She knows the
best solutions for cleaning blood (bleach, bleach, and more
bleach), the best way to move a body (wrap it in sheets like a
mummy), and she keeps Ayoola from posting pictures to
Instagram when she should be mourning her “missing”
boyfriend. Not that she gets any credit.
Korede has long been in love with a kind, handsome doctor at the
hospital where she works. She dreams of the day when he will
realize that she’s exactly what he needs. But when he asks Korede
for Ayoola’s phone number, she must reckon with what her sister
has become and how far she’s willing to go to protect her.

Group Leader" Ryan Eskow

Born in Leipzig, Germany, into a Jewish family, Eddie Jaku was a
teenager when his world was turned upside-down. On November 9,
1938, during the terrifying violence of Kristallnacht, the Night of
Broken Glass, Eddie was beaten by SS thugs, arrested, and sent to a
concentration camp with thousands of other Jews across Germany.
Every day of the next seven years of his life, Eddie faced
unimaginable horrors in Buchenwald, Auschwitz, and finally on a
forced death march during the Third Reich’s final days. The Nazis
took everything from Eddie—his family, his friends, and his country.
But they did not break his spirit.
Against unbelievable odds, Eddie found the will to survive.
Overwhelming grateful, he made a promise: he would smile every day
in thanks for the precious gift he was given and to honor the six
million Jews murdered by Hitler. Today, at 100 years of age, despite
all he suffered, Eddie calls himself the “happiest man on earth.” In
his remarkable memoir, this born storyteller shares his wisdom and
reflects on how he has led his best possible life, talking warmly and
openly about the power of gratitude, tolerance, and kindness.

When We Fell Apart By Soon Wiley

There" There By Tommy Orange

Group Leader! Emily Thigpen

Group Leader! Bill Haardt

When the Seoul police inform Min that his girlfriend Yu-jin has
committed suicide, he’s sure it can't be true. She was successful,
ambitious, happy, just on the cusp of graduating from university
and claiming the future she’d always dreamed of.

Tommy Orange’s There, There is the story of twelve
unforgettable characters, Urban Indians living in Oakland,
California, who converge and collide on one fateful day.

Min, on the other hand, born to an American father and Korean
mother, has never felt quite the same certainty as Yu-jin about his
life’s path. After growing up in California, where he always felt
“too Korean” to fit in, he’s moved to Seoul in the hope that
exploring his Korean heritage will help him find a sense of
purpose. And when he meets Yu-jin, little does he know that their
carefree relationship will set off a chain of events with tragic
consequences for them both.

Sergeant Salinger By Jerome Charyn
Group Leader! Rob Begin

J.D. Salinger, mysterious author of The Catcher in the Rye, is
remembered today as a reclusive misanthrope. Jerome Charyn’s
Salinger is a young American WWII draftee assigned to the
Counter Intelligence Corps, a band of secret soldiers who trained
with the British. A rifleman and an interrogator, he witnessed all
the horrors of the war—from the landing on D-Day to the
relentless hand-to-hand combat in the hedgerows of Normandy,
to the Battle of the Bulge, and finally to the first Allied entry into a
Bavarian death camp, where corpses were piled like cordwood.
After the war, interned in a Nuremberg psychiatric clinic, Salinger
became enchanted with a suspected Nazi informant. They
married, but not long after he brought her home to New York, the
marriage collapsed. Maladjusted to civilian life, he lived like a
“spook,” with invisible stripes on his shoulder, the ghosts of the
murdered inside his head, and stories to tell.

As we learn the reasons that each person is attending the Big
Oakland Powwow—some generous, some fearful, some joyful,
some violent—momentum builds toward a shocking yet
inevitable conclusion that changes everything. Jacquie Red
Feather is newly sober and trying to make it back to the family
she left behind in shame. Dene Oxendene is pulling his life back
together after his uncle’s death and has come to work at the
powwow to honor his uncle’s memory. Opal Viola Victoria Bear
Shield has come to watch her nephew Orvil, who has taught
himself traditional Indian dance through YouTube videos and will
to perform in public for the very first time. There will be glorious
communion, and a spectacle of sacred tradition and pageantry.
And there will be sacrifice, and heroism, and loss.

The Hero With A Thousand Faces
By Joseph Campbell
Group Leader! Bradley Boyle

Since its release in 1949, The Hero with a Thousand Faces has
influenced millions of readers by combining the insights of
modern psychology with Joseph Campbell’s revolutionary
understanding of comparative mythology. In these pages,
Campbell outlines the Hero’s Journey, a universal motif of
adventure and transformation that runs through virtually all of the
world’s mythic traditions. He also explores the Cosmogonic
Cycle, the mythic pattern of world creation and destruction.
As part of the Joseph Campbell Foundation’s Collected Works of
Joseph Campbell, this third edition features expanded
illustrations, a comprehensive bibliography, and more accessible
sidebars.
As relevant today as when it was first published, The Hero with a
Thousand Faces continues to find new audiences in fields ranging
from religion and anthropology to literature and film studies.

Darius The Great Is Not Okay
By Adib Khorram
Group Leader! Karen Napolitano

Darius Kellner speaks better Klingon than Farsi, and he knows
more about Hobbit social cues than Persian ones. He’s a
Fractional Persian—half, his mom’s side—and his first-ever trip to
Iran is about to change his life.
Darius has never really fit in at home, and he’s sure things are
going to be the same in Iran. His clinical depression doesn’t
exactly help matters, and trying to explain his medication to his
grandparents only makes things harder. Then Darius meets
Sohrab, the boy next door, and everything changes. Soon, they’re
spending their days together, playing soccer, eating faludeh, and
talking for hours on a secret rooftop overlooking the city’s skyline.
Sohrab calls him Darioush—the original Persian version of his
name—and Darius has never felt more like himself than he does
now that he’s Darioush to Sohrab.

"#$% By George Orwell
Group Leader! Annie Gehringer

Winston Smith, a member of the outer Party, spends his days
rewriting history to fit the narrative that his government wants
citizens to believe. But as the gap between the propaganda he
writes and the reality he lives proves too much for Winston to
swallow, he begins to seek some form of escape. His desperate
struggle to free himself from an all-encompassing, tyrannical state
illuminates the tendencies apparent in every modern society, and
makes vivid the universal predicament of the individual.

Blueprint By Charlotte Kerner

Sula By Toni Morrison

Group Leader! Erika McGinn

Group Leader! Leah Hepburn

Siri Sellin, one of the first human clones, writes a bitter memoir of
her childhood as the daughter of a famous and self-absorbed
composer.

Nel and Sula's devotion is fierce enough to withstand bullies and
the burden of a dreadful secret. It endures even after Nel has
grown up to be a pillar of the black community and Sula has
become a pariah. But their friendship ends in an unforgivable
betrayal—or does it end? Terrifying, comic, ribald and tragic, Sula
is a work that overflows with life.

Ninefox Gambit By Yoon Ha Lee

Fearless By Eric Blehm

Group Leader! Tom Fenfert

Group Leader! Katherine Steuart

When Captain Kel Cheris of the hexarchate is disgraced for her
unconventional tactics, Kel Command gives her a chance to
redeem herself by retaking the Fortress of Scattered Needles from
the heretics. Cheris’s career isn’t the only thing at stake: if the
fortress falls, the hexarchate itself might be next.

When Navy SEAL Adam Brown woke up on March 17, 2010, he
didn’t know he would die that night in the Hindu Kush
Mountains of Afghanistan—but he was ready. In a letter to his
children, not meant to be seen unless the worst happened, he
wrote, “I’m not afraid of anything that might happen to me on
this earth, because I know no matter what, nothing can take my
spirit from me.”

Cheris’s best hope is to ally with the undead tactician Shuos
Jedao. The good news is that Jedao has never lost a battle, and he
may be the only one who can figure out how to successfully
besiege the fortress. The bad news is that Jedao went mad in his
first life and massacred two armies, one of them his own.
As the siege wears on, Cheris must decide how far she can trust
Jedao – because she might be his next victim.

Fearless is the story of a man of extremes, whose courage and

determination were fueled by faith, family, and the love of a
woman. It’s about a man who waged a war against his own worst
impulses, including drug addiction, and persevered to reach the
top tier of the U.S. military. In a deeply personal and absorbing
chronicle, Fearless reveals a glimpse inside the SEAL Team SIX
brotherhood, and presents an indelible portrait of a highly trained
warrior whose final act of bravery led to the ultimate sacrifice.
Adam Brown was a devoted man who was an unlikely hero but a
true warrior, described by all who knew him as…fearless.

Project Hail Mary By Andy Weir
Group Leader! Brandon Rothenberg

Ryland Grace is the sole survivor on a desperate, last-chance
mission—and if he fails, humanity and the earth itself will perish.
Except that right now, he doesn’t know that. He can’t even
remember his own name, let alone the nature of his assignment or
how to complete it.
All he knows is that he’s been asleep for a very, very long time.
And he’s just been awakened to find himself millions of miles
from home, with nothing but two corpses for company.
His crewmates dead, his memories fuzzily returning, Ryland
realizes that an impossible task now confronts him. Hurtling
through space on this tiny ship, it’s up to him to puzzle out an
impossible scientific mystery—and conquer an extinction-level
threat to our species.
And with the clock ticking down and the nearest human being
light-years away, he’s got to do it all alone.

Carrie By Stephen King
Group Leader! John Glennon

Unpopular at school and subjected to her mother's religious
fanaticism at home, Carrie White does not have it easy. But while
she may be picked on by her classmates, she has a gift she's kept
secret since she was a little girl: she can move things with her
mind. Doors lock. Candles fall. Her ability has been both a power
and a problem. And when she finds herself the recipient of a
sudden act of kindness, Carrie feels like she's finally been given a
chance to be normal. She hopes that the nightmare of her
classmates' vicious taunts is over . . . but an unexpected and cruel
prank turns her gift into a weapon of horror so destructive that the
town may never recover.

Tattoos on the Heart By Gregory Boyle

The Three"Body Problem By Cixin Liu

Group Leader! Joe Nardella

Group Leader! Joe Harkins

For twenty years, Father Gregory Boyle has run Homeboy
Industries, a gang-intervention program located in the Boyle
Heights neighborhood of Los Angeles—also known as the gang
capital of the world. In Tattoos on the Heart, he has distilled his
experience working in the ghetto into a breathtaking series of
parables inspired by faith.

Set against the backdrop of China's Cultural Revolution, a secret
military project sends signals into space to establish contact with
aliens. An alien civilization on the brink of destruction captures
the signal and plans to invade Earth. Meanwhile, on Earth,
different camps start forming, planning to either welcome the
superior beings and help them take over a world seen as corrupt,
or to fight against the invasion. The result is a science fiction
masterpiece of enormous scope and vision.

From giant, tattooed Cesar, shopping at JC Penney fresh out of
prison, you learn how to feel worthy of God’s love. From ten-yearold Pipi you learn the importance of being known and
acknowledged. From Lulu you come to understand the kind of
patience necessary to rescue someone from the dark—as Father
Boyle phrases it, we can only shine a flashlight on a light switch in
a darkened room.
This is a motivating look at how to stay faithful in spite of failure,
how to meet the world with a loving heart, and how to conquer
shame with boundless, restorative love.

The Heartbeat of Wounded Knee
By David Treuer
Group Leader! Marcos Poole

The received idea of Native American history—as promulgated by
books like Dee Brown's mega-bestselling 1970 Bury My Heart at
Wounded Knee—has been that American Indian history
essentially ended with the 1890 massacre at Wounded Knee. Not
only did one hundred fifty Sioux die at the hands of the U. S.
Cavalry, the sense was, but Native civilization did as well.
Growing up Ojibwe on a reservation in Minnesota, training as an
anthropologist, and researching Native life past and present for
his nonfiction and novels, David Treuer has uncovered a different
narrative. Because they did not disappear—and not despite but
rather because of their intense struggles to preserve their
language, their traditions, their families, and their very
existence—the story of American Indians since the end of the
nineteenth century to the present is one of unprecedented
resourcefulness and reinvention.

In the Electric Mist with the Confederate
Dead By James Lee Burke
Group Leader! Ben Williams

When Hollywood invades New Iberia Parish to film a Civil War
epic, restless specters waiting in the shadows for Louisiana
detective Dave Robicheaux are reawakened—ghosts of a history
best left undisturbed.
Hunting a serial killer preying on the lawless young, Robicheaux
comes face-to-face with the elusive guardians of his darkest
torments— who hold the key to his ultimate salvation or a final,
fatal downfall.

Circe By Madeline Miller

Looking for Alaska By John Green

Group Leader! Biz White

Group Leader! Denise Lindekugel

In the house of Helios, god of the sun and mightiest of the Titans, a
daughter is born. But Circe is a strange child -- not powerful, like her
father, nor viciously alluring like her mother. Turning to the world of
mortals for companionship, she discovers that she does possess power
-- the power of witchcraft, which can transform rivals into monsters
and menace the gods themselves.

First drink. First prank. First friend. First love.

Threatened, Zeus banishes her to a deserted island, where she hones
her occult craft, tames wild beasts and crosses paths with many of the
most famous figures in all of mythology, including the Minotaur,
Daedalus and his doomed son Icarus, the murderous Medea, and, of
course, wily Odysseus.

Last words.
Miles Halter is fascinated by famous last words—and tired of his
safe life at home. He leaves for boarding school to seek what the
dying poet François Rabelais called the “Great Perhaps.” Much
awaits Miles at Culver Creek, including Alaska Young, who will
pull Miles into her labyrinth and catapult him into the Great
Perhaps.

But there is danger, too, for a woman who stands alone, and Circe
unwittingly draws the wrath of both men and gods, ultimately finding
herself pitted against one of the most terrifying and vengeful of the
Olympians. To protect what she loves most, Circe must summon all
her strength and choose, once and for all, whether she belongs with
the gods she is born from, or the mortals she has come to love.

David and Goliath By Malcolm Gladwell

The Kaepernick Effect By Dave Zirin

Group Leader! Will Wolf

Group Leader! Cappy Russell

Three thousand years ago on a battlefield in ancient Palestine, a
shepherd boy felled a mighty warrior with nothing more than a
stone and a sling, and ever since then the names of David and
Goliath have stood for battles between underdogs and giants.
David's victory was improbable and miraculous. He shouldn't
have won.

In this powerful book, critically acclaimed sports journalist and
author Dave Zirin chronicles “the Kaepernick effect” for the first
time, through “a riveting collection of first-person stories” (The
Nation) from high school athletes and coaches, college stars and
high-powered athletic directors, and professional athletes across
many different sports—from Megan Rapinoe to Michael Bennett.
In each case, he uncovers the fascinating explanations and
motivations behind what became a mass political movement in
sports.

Or should he have?
In David and Goliath, Malcolm Gladwell challenges how we think
about obstacles and disadvantages, offering a new interpretation
of what it means to be discriminated against, or cope with a
disability, or lose a parent, or attend a mediocre school, or suffer
from any number of other apparent setbacks.

“Necessary reading for all, especially those who want to make a
difference in promoting social justice, equity, and inclusion, and
end police brutality” (Library Journal, starred review), The
Kaepernick Effect is for anyone seeking to get involved in the new
movement for racial justice in America: “Take a knee, everyone,
and start a revolution” (Kirkus Reviews).

Harlem Shuffle By Colson Whitehead
Group Leader! Tom Venker

To his customers and neighbors on 125th street, Carney is an
upstanding salesman of reasonably priced furniture, making a decent
life for himself and his family. He and his wife Elizabeth are
expecting their second child, and if her parents on Striver's Row don't
approve of him or their cramped apartment across from the subway
tracks, it's still home.
Few people know he descends from a line of uptown hoods and
crooks, and that his façade of normalcy has more than a few cracks in
it. Cracks that are getting bigger all the time. Cash is tight, especially
with all those installment-plan sofas, so if his cousin Freddie
occasionally drops off the odd ring or necklace, Ray doesn't ask where
it comes from. He knows a discreet jeweler downtown who doesn't
ask questions, either.

The Count of Monte Cristo
By Alexandre Dumas
Group Leader! Kurt Kaufmann

Thrown in prison for a crime he has not committed, Edmond
Dantès is confined to the grim fortress of If. There he learns of a
great hoard of treasure hidden on the Isle of Monte Cristo and he
becomes determined not only to escape, but also to use the
treasure to plot the destruction of the three men responsible for
his incarceration. Dumas' epic tale of suffering and retribution,
inspired by a real-life case of wrongful imprisonment, was a huge
popular success when it was first serialized in the 1840s.

Then Freddie falls in with a crew who plan to rob the Hotel Theresa—
the "Waldorf of Harlem"—and volunteers Ray's services as the fence.
The heist doesn't go as planned; they rarely do. Now Ray has a new
clientele, one made up of shady cops, vicious local gangsters, two-bit
pornographers, and other assorted Harlem lowlifes.

Ship Breaker By Paolo Bacigalupi

Kidnapped By Robert Louis Stevenson

Group Leader! Erik Maginnis

Group Leader! Tim Wisecarver

In America's flooded Gulf Coast region, oil is scarce, but loyalty is
scarcer. Grounded oil tankers are being broken down for parts by
crews of young people. Nailer, a teenage boy, works the light
crew, scavenging for copper wiring just to make quota--and
hopefully live to see another day. But when, by luck or by chance,
he discovers an exquisite clipper ship beached during a recent
hurricane, Nailer faces the most important decision of his life:
Strip the ship for all it's worth or rescue its lone survivor, a
beautiful and wealthy girl who could lead him to a better life....

Kidnapped—written three years after Stevenson's blockbuster hit Treasure
Island—tells the story of David Balfour, a young Scot kidnapped by
brigands during the Jacobite Rebellion who teams with master swordsman
Alan Breck Stewart to cross battle-torn Scotland and claim his rightful
inheritance.

Unbroken By Laura Hillenbrand

The Lightning Thief By Rick Riordan

Group Leader" Steve Ochs

Group Leader" Fr! David Sauter

In boyhood, Louis Zamperini was an incorrigible delinquent. As a
teenager, he channeled his defiance into running, discovering a
prodigious talent that had carried him to the Berlin Olympics. But
when World War II began, the athlete became an airman,
embarking on a journey that led to a doomed flight on a May
afternoon in 1943. When his Army Air Forces bomber crashed into
the Pacific Ocean, against all odds, Zamperini survived, adrift on
a foundering life raft. Ahead of Zamperini lay thousands of miles
of open ocean, leaping sharks, thirst and starvation, enemy
aircraft, and, beyond, a trial even greater. Driven to the limits of
endurance, Zamperini would answer desperation with ingenuity;
suffering with hope, resolve, and humor; brutality with rebellion.
His fate, whether triumph or tragedy, would be suspended on the
fraying wire of his will.

Percy Jackson is about to be kicked out of boarding school . . .
again. And that's the least of his troubles. Lately, mythological
monsters and the gods of Mount Olympus seem to be walking
straight out of the pages of Percy's Greek mythology textbook and
into his life. And worse, he's angered a few of them. Zeus's master
lightning bolt has been stolen, and Percy is the prime suspect.
Now Percy and his friends have just ten days to find and return
Zeus's stolen property and bring peace to a warring Mount
Olympus. But to succeed on his quest, Percy will have to do more
than catch the true thief: he must come to terms with the father
who abandoned him; solve the riddle of the Oracle, which warns
him of betrayal by a friend; and unravel a treachery more powerful
than the gods themselves.

The Hobbit By J!R!R! Tolkien

The Boys in the Boat
By Daniel James Brown

Group Leader" John Krambuhl

Like every other hobbit, Bilbo Baggins likes nothing better than a
quiet evening in his snug hole in the ground, dining on a
sumptuous dinner in front of a fire. But when a wandering wizard
captivates him with tales of the unknown, Bilbo becomes restless.
Soon he joins the wizard’s band of homeless dwarves in search of
giant spiders, savage wolves, and other dangers. Bilbo quickly
tires of the quest for adventure and longs for the security of his
familiar home. But before he can return to his life of comfort, he
must face the greatest threat of all - a treasure-troving dragon
named Smaug.
In this fantasy classic, master storyteller J.R.R. Tolkein creates a
bewitching world filled with delightful creatures and thrilling
dangers. Narrator Rob Inglis will hold listeners of all ages
spellbound with his skillful portrayal of hobbits, dwarves, and
enchanted beasts.

Group Leader" Catherine Vaz

Daniel James Brown's robust book tells the story of the University
of Washington's 1936 eight-oar crew and their epic quest for an
Olympic gold medal, a team that transformed the sport and
grabbed the attention of millions of Americans. The sons of
loggers, shipyard workers, and farmers, the boys defeated elite
rivals first from eastern and British universities and finally the
German crew rowing for Adolf Hitler in the Olympic games in
Berlin, 1936.
The emotional heart of the story lies with one rower, Joe Rantz, a
teenager without family or prospects, who rows not for glory, but
to regain his shattered self-regard and to find a place he can call
home. The crew is assembled by an enigmatic coach and
mentored by a visionary, eccentric British boat builder, but it is
their trust in each other that makes them a victorious team. They
remind the country of what can be done when everyone quite
literally pulls together—a perfect melding of commitment,
determination, and optimism.

A Tree Grows in Brooklyn By Betty Smith

Breaking Ranks By Colin Diver

Group Leader! Lucie Wilson

Group Leader! Rebecca Allen

From the moment she entered the world, Francie Nolan needed
to be made of stern stuff, for growing up in the Williamsburg
slums of Brooklyn, New York demanded fortitude, precocity, and
strength of spirit. Often scorned by neighbors for her family’s
erratic and eccentric behavior!such as her father Johnny’s taste
for alcohol and Aunt Sissy’s habit of marrying serially without the
formality of divorce!no one, least of all Francie, could say that
the Nolans’ life lacked drama. By turns overwhelming,
heartbreaking, and uplifting, the Nolans’ daily experiences are
raw with honestly and tenderly threaded with family
connectedness. Betty Smith has, in the pages of A Tree Grows in
Brooklyn, captured the joys of humble Williamsburg life!from
“junk day” on Saturdays, when the children traded their weekly
take for pennies, to the special excitement of holidays, bringing
cause for celebration and revelry. Smith has created a work of
literary art that brilliantly captures a unique time and place as well
as deeply resonant moments of universal experience.

Since U.S. News & World Report first published a college ranking
in 1983, the rankings industry has become a self-appointed judge,
declaring winners and losers among America's colleges and
universities. In this revealing account, Colin Diver shows how
popular rankings have induced college applicants to focus solely
on pedigree and prestige, while tempting educators to sacrifice
academic integrity for short-term competitive advantage. By
forcing colleges into standardized "best-college" hierarchies, he
argues, rankings have threatened the institutional diversity,
intellectual rigor, and social mobility that is the genius of
American higher education.
As a former university administrator who refused to play the
game, Diver leads his readers on an engaging journey through the
mysteries of college rankings, admissions, financial aid, spending
policies, and academic practices. He explains how most dominant
college rankings perpetuate views of higher education as a purely
consumer good susceptible to unidimensional measures of brand
value and prestige.

A Gentleman in Moscow By Amor Towles

We Own This City By Justin Fenton

Group Leader! Ryland Owen

Group Leader! Dacque Tirado

In 1922, Count Alexander Rostov is deemed an unrepentant
aristocrat by a Bolshevik tribunal, and is sentenced to house arrest
in the Metropol, a grand hotel across the street from the Kremlin.
Rostov, an indomitable man of erudition and wit, has never
worked a day in his life, and must now live in an attic room while
some of the most tumultuous decades in Russian history are
unfolding outside the hotel’s doors. Unexpectedly, his reduced
circumstances provide him entry into a much larger world of
emotional discovery.

Baltimore, 2015. Riots are erupting across the city as citizens
demand justice for Freddie Gray, a twenty-five-year-old Black
man who has died under suspicious circumstances while in police
custody. Drug and violent crime are surging, and Baltimore will
reach its highest murder count in more than two decades: 342
homicides in a single year, in a city of just 600,000 people. Facing
pressure from the mayor’s office—as well as a federal
investigation of the department over Gray’s death—Baltimore
police commanders turn to a rank-and-file hero, Sergeant Wayne
Jenkins, and his elite plainclothes unit, the Gun Trace Task
Force, to help get guns and drugs off the street. But behind these
new efforts, a criminal conspiracy of unprecedented scale was
unfolding within the police department. Entrusted with fixing the
city’s drug and gun crisis, Jenkins chose to exploit it instead. With
other members of the empowered Gun Trace Task Force, Jenkins
stole from Baltimore’s citizens—skimming from drug busts,
pocketing thousands in cash found in private homes, and planting
fake evidence to throw Internal Affairs off their scent.

Brimming with humor, a glittering cast of characters, and one
beautifully rendered scene after another, this singular novel casts
a spell as it relates the count’s endeavor to gain a deeper
understanding of what it means to be a man of purpose.

Midnight in the Garden of Good and Evil
By John Berendt
Group Leader! Monica Allston

The Glass Castle By Jeannette Walls
Group Leader! Michael Foster

Shots rang out in Savannah's grandest mansion in the misty,early
morning hours of May 2, 1981. Was it murder or self-defense? For
nearly a decade, the shooting and its aftermath reverberated
throughout this hauntingly beautiful city of moss-hung oaks and
shaded squares. John Berendt's sharply observed, suspenseful,
and witty narrative reads like a thoroughly engrossing novel, and
yet it is a work of nonfiction. Berendt skillfully interweaves a
hugely entertaining first-person account of life in this isolated
remnant of the Old South with the unpredictable twists and turns
of a landmark murder case.

The Glass Castle is a remarkable memoir of resilience and
redemption, and a revelatory look into a family at once deeply
dysfunctional and uniquely vibrant. When sober, Jeannette’s
brilliant and charismatic father captured his children’s
imagination, teaching them physics, geology, and how to
embrace life fearlessly. But when he drank, he was dishonest and
destructive. Her mother was a free spirit who abhorred the idea of
domesticity and didn’t want the responsibility of raising a family.

Ready Player One By Ernest Cline

Wenger By Arsene Wenger

Group Leader! Easton Knott

Group Leader! Eamon O’Liddy

A world at stake. A quest for the ultimate prize. Are you ready?

In Wenger: My Life and Lessons in Red and White, worldrenowned and revolutionary soccer coach Arsène Wenger finally
tells his own story for the very first time.

In the year 2045, reality is an ugly place. The only time Wade
Watts really feels alive is when he’s jacked into the OASIS, a vast
virtual world where most of humanity spends their days.
When the eccentric creator of the OASIS dies, he leaves behind a
series of fiendish puzzles, based on his obsession with the pop
culture of decades past. Whoever is first to solve them will inherit
his vast fortune—and control of the OASIS itself.
Then Wade cracks the first clue. Suddenly he’s beset by rivals
who’ll kill to take this prize. The race is on—and the only way to
survive is to win.

The Walls children learned to take care of themselves. They fed,
clothed, and protected one another, and eventually found their
way to New York. Their parents followed them, choosing to be
homeless even as their children prospered.

Wenger opens up about his life, sharing principles for success on
and off the field with lessons on leadership, personal
development, and management.
This book charts his extraordinary career, including his rise from
obscurity in France and Japan to his 22 years at the helm of
Arsenal Football Club.

It’s Better to Be Feared By Seth Wickersham
Group Leader! Adam Brown

Over two unbelievable decades, the New England Patriots were not
only the NFL’s most dominant team, but also!and by far!the most
secretive. How did they achieve and sustain greatness!and what were
the costs?
In It’s Better to Be Feared, Seth Wickersham, one of the nation’s
finest investigative sportswriters, presents the definitive account of the
New England Patriots dynasty, capturing the brilliance, ambition,
and ruthlessness that powered it. Having covered the team since Tom
Brady took over as starting quarterback in 2001, Wickersham draws on
an immense range of sources, including previously confidential game
plans, scouting reports, and internal studies as well as hundreds of
interviews gathered over two decades!with Brady, Bill Belichick, and
other players, coaches, and front office personnel!to offer a behindthe-scenes chronicle of the dynasty’s three acts: the initial burst of
Super Bowls from 2001 to 2005; the plateau period, 2006 to 2014,
stalked by scandal, injury, and near-misses; and the second three
Super Bowl victories between 2015 and 2019, which allowed the
Patriots to make their claim upon history.

The Great Train Robbery
By Michael Crichton
Group Leader! Patrick Butcher

In teeming Victorian London, where lavish wealth and appalling
poverty live side by side, Edward Pierce charms the most
prominent of the well-to-do as he cunningly orchestrates the
crime of the century. Who would suspect that a gentleman of
breeding could mastermind the daring theft of a fortune in gold?
Who could predict the consequences of making the extraordinary
robbery aboard the pride of England's industrial era, the mighty
steam locomotive? Based on fact, as lively as legend, and studded
with all the suspense and style of a modern fiction master, here is
a classic caper novel set a decade before the age of dynamite--yet
nonetheless explosive....

Animal Farm By George Orwell

The Nickel Boys By Colson Whitehead

Group Leader! Chris DeFeo

Group Leader! George Hendren

The animals of Manor Farm have revolted and taken over. Upon
the death of Old Major, pigs Snowball and Napoleon lead a revolt
against Mr. Jones, driving him from the farm. The animals
embrace the Seven Commandments of Animalism and life carries
on, but they learn that a farm ruled by animals looks more human
than ever.

When Elwood Curtis, a black boy growing up in 1960s
Tallahassee, is unfairly sentenced to a juvenile reformatory called
the Nickel Academy, he finds himself trapped in a grotesque
chamber of horrors. Elwood’s only salvation is his friendship with
fellow “delinquent” Turner, which deepens despite Turner’s
conviction that Elwood is hopelessly naive, that the world is
crooked, and that the only way to survive is to scheme and avoid
trouble. As life at the Academy becomes ever more perilous, the
tension between Elwood’s ideals and Turner’s skepticism leads to
a decision whose repercussions will echo down the decades.

Nine Stories By J!D! Salinger

Moneyball By Michael Lewis

Group Leader" Tom Conlan

Group Leader" Valerie Franck

Stories: A Perfect Day for Bananafish, Uncle Wiggily in
Connecticut, Just Before the War with the Eskimos, The
Laughing Man, Down at the Dinghy, For Esme -- With Love and
Squalor, Pretty Mouth and Green My Eyes, De Daumier-Smith's
Blue Period, and Teddy.

Just before the 2002 season opens, the Oakland Athletics must
relinquish its three most prominent (and expensive) players and is
written off by just about everyone—but then comes roaring back
to challenge the American League record for consecutive wins.
How did one of the poorest teams in baseball win so many
games?
In a quest to discover the answer, Michael Lewis delivers not only
“the single most influential baseball book ever” (Rob Neyer,
Slate) but also what “may be the best book ever written on
business” (Weekly Standard). Lewis first looks to all the logical
places—the front offices of major league teams, the coaches, the
minds of brilliant players—but discovers the real jackpot is a
cache of numbers collected over the years by a strange
brotherhood of amateur baseball enthusiasts: software engineers,
statisticians, Wall Street analysts, lawyers, and physics professors.

Shaq Uncut By Shaq and Jackie McMullan
Group Leader" Brett Graham

Superman. Diesel. The Big Aristotle. Shaq Fu. The Big Daddy.
The Big Shaqtus. Wilt Chamberneezy. The Real Deal. The Big
Shamrock. Shaq.
You know him by any number of names, and chances are you
know all about his legendary basketball career: Shaquille "Shaq"
O'Neal is a four-time NBA champion and a three-time NBA
Finals MVP. After being an All-American at Louisiana State
University, he was the overall number one draft pick in the NBA
in 1992. In his 19-year career, Shaq racked up 28,596 career points
(including 5,935 free throws!), 13,099 rebounds, 3,026 assists, 2,732
blocks, and 15 All-Star appearances.
These are statistics that are almost as massive as the man himself.
His presence-both physically and psychologically-made him a
dominant force in the game for two decades.
But if you follow the game, you also know that there's a lot more
to Shaquille O'Neal than just basketball.

What Happened To You?
By O! Winfrey and B! Perry
Group Leader" Bonnie Bai

This book is going to change the way you see your life.
Have you ever wondered "Why did I do that?" or "Why can't I
just control my behavior?" Others may judge our reactions and
think, "What's wrong with that person?" When questioning our
emotions, it's easy to place the blame on ourselves; holding
ourselves and those around us to an impossible standard. It's time
we started asking a different question.
Through deeply personal conversations, Oprah Winfrey and
renowned brain and trauma expert Dr. Bruce Perry offer a
groundbreaking and profound shift from asking “What’s wrong
with you?” to “What happened to you?”

An Abundance of Katherines
By John Green

The Animal Keepers By Don Behnke
Group Leader! Scott Urick

Group Leader! Katie Howard

When it comes to relationships, Colin Singleton’s type is girls
named Katherine. And when it comes to girls named Katherine,
Colin is always getting dumped. Nineteen times, to be exact. On
a road trip miles from home, this anagram-happy, washed-up
child prodigy has ten thousand dollars in his pocket, a
bloodthirsty feral hog on his trail, and an overweight, Judge Judy–
loving best friend riding shotgun—but no Katherines. Colin is on
a mission to prove The Theorem of Underlying Katherine
Predictability, which he hopes will predict the future of any
relationship, avenge Dumpees everywhere, and finally win him
the girl. Love, friendship, and a dead Austro-Hungarian archduke
add up to surprising and heart-changing conclusions in this
ingeniously layered comic novel about reinventing oneself.

The Animal Keepers tells the true story of the Stevens Point High

School cross country team and their unforgettable journey
through the 1985 season. Joined by first year runner Scott The
Animal Longley - a developmentally disabled student who lived in
a group home - the year takes an unexpected turn as this most
unlikely hero leads them on a quest for a state title. Surrounded by
a group of serious and dedicated runners The Animal set out to
prove he belonged. Driven by his incredible enthusiasm and never
ending optimism the 85 season became a voyage of discovery for
Scott, his coach, and his teammates as they worked to assemble a
competitive team from a jumble of spare parts. Told from the
perspective of a young coach this is a book about running,
competing, and team building, but at its center this is the story of
a young man with physical, cognitive, and emotional disabilities
who loved to run, loved to compete, and most of all loved being
part of a team.

I Am The Messenger
By Markus Zusak
Group Leader! Denise Hitt

Ed Kennedy is an underage cabdriver without much of a future.
He's pathetic at playing cards, hopelessly in love with his best
friend, Audrey, and utterly devoted to his coffee-drinking dog, the
Doorman. His life is one of peaceful routine and incompetence
until he inadvertently stops a bank robbery.
That's when the first ace arrives in the mail. That's when Ed
becomes the messenger. Chosen to care, he makes his way
through town helping and hurting (when necessary) until only
one question remains: Who's behind Ed's mission?

