COVID-19 DECISION TREE – TK-12 & CHILDCARE (6.1.22)
to Determine Isolation or Quarantine for Staff & Children
PERSON WITH SYMPTOMS
(potential case,
NOT a close contact)

PERSON WITH
POSITIVE
TEST1

CLOSE CONTACT:

NEGATIVE ISOLATE immediately, POSITIVE
TEST get tested2 and remain TEST

STAFF

in isolation until results
received.

Stay home until
symptoms improve and
no fever for 24 hours.
Until symptoms resolve,
wear a mask5 whenever
near others.

Isolation Instructions:
Stay home for at least 5 days.
All staff and TK-12 students
must test negative on/after Day
5 to return before Day 11.
Testing is strongly recommended
for childcare. Staff must wear a
mask when around others for a
total of 10 days. For children aged
2 years+ masking is strongly
recommended.5

1. ANYTIME a test is positive (regardless of vaccination status or
absence of symptoms), isolate at home follow the ORANGE tree.
2. All FDA-approved COVID tests can be used for diagnosis or to end
isolation/quarantine. (Antigen preferred to end isolation and for
symptomatic contacts who had COVID in past 90 days.) Staff may
provide time-stamped photo as proof of at-home test result.
3. All staff must follow the Cal/OSHA ETS (6 feet) definition of close
contact. All other individuals may follow the CDPH (shared airspace)
definition of close contact. See “Who is a close contact?” for more.
4. OR a health care provider has documented that symptoms are
typical for their underlying health condition. In this case, schools
may use discretion in determining when the student may return to
school.
5. Wearing a mask is strongly recommended for those 2 years and
older except when eating or sleeping.

Student/Child
or Staff3?

STAFF MAY REMAIN AT WORK
(if no symptoms). MUST test2
within 3-5 days from last exposure,
unless had COVID in past 90 days.
Staff close contact MUST wear a
face covering whenever near others
through Day 10 after exposure.

Students/children may remain in
school/childcare OR district/provider may
choose to have them quarantine at home for
5 days. Recommend testing2 on Day 3-5,
unless had COVID in last 90 days. Strongly
recommend wearing a mask5 for 10 days
after exposure whenever near others.
IF have or
develop
symptoms

IF have or
develop
symptoms

Isolate
immediately
& get tested.2

STUDENT/
CHILD

POSITIVE TEST

NEGATIVE
TEST
Can return if test is negative
AND if feeling better and no
fever for at least 24 hours. (No
test 10 days) MUST wear a
mask for a full 10 days
whenever near others.

Follow
Isolation
Instructions.

Isolate
immediately
& get tested.2

NEGATIVE
TEST
Can return if test is negative4
AND if feeling better and no fever
for at least 24 hours. (No test
10 days) Strongly recommend
wearing a mask5 for a full 10 days
whenever near others.

