


KARL & MURIEL FLEISCHMANN 
 

1055 Prospect Avenue 
West Hartford, CT   06105 
Tel:  (860) 983-5502 
email:kfleischmann@snet.net 

 
      May 18, 2022 
 
West Hartford Town Plan and Zoning Commission 
 
Via email to todd.dumais@westhartfordct.gov 
 
    Re: Proposed renaming of Sycamore Lane 
 
Ladies & Gentlemen: 
 
We have received notice of the proposal to change the name of Sycamore Lane 
to Peleg Nott Lane.  We understand the laudable motivation for the proposal – to 
recognize an enslaved man who lived and worked nearby in the 18th Century – 
but we disagree that recognition should be accomplished by changing the name 
of this street. 
 
Our reliance interest 
 
My wife and I have lived at the corner of Prospect Avenue and Sycamore Lane 
for 50 years.  At the southwest corner of our property there is a small carriage 
house which has since 2003 served as a study/office where I run my business 
affairs. The address of that structure is 6 Sycamore Lane. I receive business and 
personal mail there, including bank statements, financial statements, 
prescriptions, periodicals, FedX and UPS deliveries, Amazon packages, checks 
and bills.  It would be burdensome and potentially ineffective for me to notify 
numerous institutions, companies and people of a change of the street name.  I 
like the current name which brings to mind the trees which beautify our property 
and this neighborhood.  Friends visiting us have grown accustomed to driving 
along Prospect and looking for the Sycamore Lane sign as the signal of where to 
turn in and park in the street alongside our home.   
 
The doubtful standing of the proponent of a name change 
 
Isaias Wooden is a scholar-athlete at Kingswood-Oxford High School who has 
researched the history of Peleg Nott as schoolwork.  He has determined that Nott 
was enslaved by Jeremiah Wadsworth and labored more than two centuries ago 
in the area in which we now live.  While Nott once had a connection with the 
area, as a person long dead he has no interest in it now. It may be doubted 
whether he would want to be perpetually associated with the probably hateful-to-



him place of his enslavement. Nor has Wooden a connection with this area – he 
lives three miles away. Although Wooden would like to see Nott remembered he 
can assert only the tenuous claim that Nott once worked near here.  Neither Nott 
nor Wooden has the current, concrete, continuing and substantial interest in 
Sycamore Lane that my wife and I have. 
 
Changing the street name would not bring Nott to current notice 
 
From my own observation I can affirm that Sycamore Lane carries little 
automotive traffic and that I myself am probably its major pedestrian.  Other 
pedestrians include the few people who walk their dogs from Prospect down 
Sycamore Lane to reach the quiet of Sycamore Road.  To place an unfamiliar 
name on a street sign would provide them with no information of any significance 
about Nott.  And the number of people who drive or walk here is so small as to 
be inconsequential. 
 
For all these reasons we request that the Town Plan and Zoning Commission 
disapprove the application to change the name of Sycamore Lane. 
 

Very truly yours, 
 
 
Karl Fleischmann 
Karl Fleischmann 

 
KF:hs 











 Stephen Blake 
 Harini Hosain 
 1049 Prospect Ave 
 West Hartford, CT  06105 
 (860) 371-8261 
 Stephen.p.blake@gmail.com 

 May 25, 2022 

 Town of West Hartford Zoning Commission 
 todd.dumais@westhartfordct.gov 

 Dear Members of the Town of West Hartford Zoning Commission: 

 My wife and I have received notice that an application has been made to 
 change the name of Sycamore Lane.  We object to this proposal and ask the 
 Zoning Commission to reject this application. 

 The notice indicates that there is only one address on Sycamore Lane, this is 
 false.  There are four properties that adjoin Sycamore Lane, and there are 4 
 separate addresses currently in use on this road.  To change the name would 
 impose serious and unnecessary costs and inconveniences on these 
 residents. 

 The applicant for this proposed change does not have any connection with 
 this street, nor is any evidence supplied that would indicate that the name 
 “Peleg Nott” has any connection with Sycamore Lane beyond a vague claim 
 that Mr. Nott lived and worked somewhere that may have been near here.  I do 
 not find this to be a compelling reason to impose a name change on the 
 residents living on Sycamore Lane. 

 While the proposal to honor a man who lived in slavery several centuries ago 
 may be laudable in the abstract, the practical affects on current residents 
 outweighs any potential benefits to the town. 

 There are other ways to recognize the work of Peleg Nott besides burdening 
 the residents of Sycamore lane with a name change.  Beach Park is an 
 undeveloped town park located near here that could be renamed, for 
 instance, or a historical marker could be erected in an existing public location 
 giving the public information on the history associated with Mr. Nott.  Either of 
 these could be done without imposing unnecessary costs on existing 
 residents. 

 We strongly object to this proposal and urge the Zoning Commission to reject 
 the application to change the name of Sycamore Lane. 

 Sincerely, 

 Stephen Blake 

 Harini Hosain 

mailto:todd.dumais@westhartfordct.gov



