
 
MINUTES OF THE JOHNSON COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION, REGULAR SESSION        
SEPTEMBER 10, 2020 
 
1.  Call to Order 
2.  Roll Call  
3.  Election of Chairman and Vice-Chair 
4.  Recognition of Visitors or Delegations / Audience Participation 
5.  Consent Agenda 
     Approval of Agenda 
     Approval of the minutes of the regular meeting of August 13, 2020, and the Special Called   
     meeting held on August 25, 2020 with any additions/corrections necessary. (Attachment 5a) 

       Approve the following amendments: NONE (budget approval not yet received by the State) 
       Approve overnight field trips and trips over 150 miles for the following:  NONE  
      Appoint Management Team for 2020-2021 school year: 
      Dr. Stephen Long  Paula Norton  Lorie Plank  Angie Wills 
      Dr. Emogene South Herbie Adams  Edna Miller 
      Approve the following 2020-2021, DHA Committee Members: 
      Paula Norton  Lorie Plank   Dr. Stephen Long Angie Wills 
      Herbie Adams  Dr. Emogene South Bridgette Lewis 
6.   Report of Student Board Member – Lauren Paterson 
7.   Second and final reading of the TSBA recommended policy changes: (Attachment 7) 

• Policy #6.316 Suspension/Expulsion/Remand 
• Policy #6.319 Alternative School Programs 
• Policy #6.409 Child Abuse and Neglect 

 8.    5 Year Plan Update 
• The five year plan will be posted on the school district website 

9.    Permission to sale/declare as surplus a 2001 straight drive bus 
       10.    Budget Update – Tina Lipford 
     11.    Discuss and approve additional paid leave related to the Families First Coronavirus  
              Response Act (FFCRA) (Attachment 11) 

      12.     Discussion and approval of Johnson County School System opening plan reassessment due   
              to COVID-19 numbers (Attachment 12) 

 13.     Any other matters which may duly come before the Board for official action 
 Information Items: 
1. Director’s Report 

• Head Start/Pre K Information (DR1) 
• Maintenance/Transportation Monthly Report –Update  
• September 14, 2020, Fall District Meeting-email was sent out by TSBA for you to join the 

webinar on Monday, September 14, 2020 from 5:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. (EDT) Agenda 
attached (DR2) ** this is a required Board Development for the Board of Distinction** 

• September 17, 2020 UTRUST Appreciation for Bus Drivers 
• Parent Conferences – September 28th (9th-12th grades), September 29th (PreK-6th grades), 

and October 1st (7th & 8th grades) **will be done virtually, by phone and by 
appointments** 

• October 15, 2020 UTRUST Appreciation for Custodians 
2.  Personnel decisions made by Director of Schools: 

Hires: 
Jeff Crowder, Johnson County High School-Assistant Football Coach effective July 27, 2020 
Marilyn Addington, Johnson County Schools-Bus Driver effective August 1, 2020 
Sam Kerley, Johnson County High School-Assistant Football Coach effective August 3, 2020 



Linda Greene, Johnson County High School Gym-Custodian effective September 8, 2020 
Amanda Harris, Laurel Elementary & Johnson County Middle School-Nurse effective 
September 11, 2020 
Volunteers: 
Seth Billingsley, Johnson County High School Football Assistant Coach effective July 27, 2020 
Jacob Greer, Johnson County High School Assistant Coach effective July 27, 2020 
Charlie Grindstaff, Johnson County High School-Football Assistant Coach effective July 27, 2020 

      Transfers: 
         Leaves: 

      Resignations: 
      Debbie Swift, Johnson County High School Custodian effective September 7, 2020 
The Johnson County School System does not discriminate on the basis of disability in the programs and activities 
which it operates pursuant to the requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, Public Law 101-336.  
If you need provisions to attend this Board of Education meeting, please notify Dr. Mischelle Simcox, Director of 
Schools, at (423) 727-2640 
Action taken on Agenda Items: 
1. The Johnson County Board of Education met in regular session at 6:00 p.m. on Thursday, September 

10, 2020, at 6:00 p.m. The Chairman, Howard Carlton called the meeting to order. The Pledge of 
Allegiance was led by Mr. Long, meeting was conducted under the CDC Guidelines. 

2. The roll was called with the following members present: Mr. Long present, Mr. Matheson present, 
Mr. Payne present, Ms. Reece present, and Mr. Carlton present, Ms. Lipford, recorder present. 

3. Election of Chairman and Vice-Chair, Mr. Carlton turned the meeting over the Dr. Simcox 
for the election of Chairman for the 2020-2021, school year, a motion was made by  
Mr. Payne to elect Mr. Carlton as Chairman for the 2020-2021, school year was seconded by 
Mr. Long, approved by the following roll call: Mr. Long yes, Mr. Matheson refrain,  
Mr. Payne yes, Ms. Reece yes and Mr. Carlton yes. Dr. Simcox congratulated Mr. Carlton as 
Chairman and then turned the meeting back over to Mr. Carlton to elect the Vice-Chairman 
for the 2020-2021, school year, a motion was made by Ms. Reece to elect Mr. Payne as Vice-
Chairman for the 2020-2021, school year, was seconded by Mr. Long approved by the 
following the roll call: Mr. Long yes, Mr. Matheson refrain, Mr. Payne yes, Ms. Reece yes 
and Mr. Carlton yes        

4.  Recognition of Visitors or Delegations / Audience Participation-none 
5.  Consent Agenda 
     Approval of Agenda 
     Approval of the minutes of the regular meeting of August 13, 2020, and the Special Called   
     meeting held on August 25, 2020 with any additions/corrections necessary. (Attachment 5a) 

       Approve the following amendments: NONE (budget approval not yet received by the State) 
       Approve overnight field trips and trips over 150 miles for the following:  NONE  
      Appoint Management Team for 2020-2021 school year: 
      Dr. Stephen Long  Paula Norton  Lorie Plank  Angie Wills 
      Dr. Emogene South Herbie Adams  Edna Miller 
      Approve the following 2020-2021, DHA Committee Members: 
      Paula Norton  Lorie Plank   Dr. Stephen Long Angie Wills 
      Herbie Adams  Dr. Emogene South Bridgette Lewis 
     A motion was made by Mr. Long seconded by Mr. Payne and carried by the following roll  

         call: Mr. Long-yes, Mr. Matheson yes,  Mr. Payne-yes, Ms. Reece-yes and Mr. Carlton-yes  
         to approve the consent agenda as presented and recommended 

  6.  Report of Student Board Member – Lauren Paterson due to COVID-19 guidelines  
       Dr. Simcox read the student board representative report: 

• The first month of school has flown by! Though faced with challenges adjusting to the 
online platform, many students have done an excellent job keeping up to date with their 
work by checking their emails and google classrooms daily. 

•  Last Friday, our football team played the first home game of the season, even with social  



 
             distancing guidelines for the audience! 

• On Wednesday, September 16th, National Honor Society is hosting a blood drive at the   
            Johnson County Community Hospital! Please support NHS by calling to make an     
            appointment 

• Seniors, be sure to check for your ACT day provided by the school! If you haven’t picked 
up you Jumpstart practice ACT books, please go up to the school and do so. For those 
who finish all of the modules, there will be a drawing for two seniors to win $100! 
Prepare for the ACT and have a chance to win some college money 

• Remember to order a yearbook for this school year either through a pamphlet mailed to 
you or online through Jostens! Yearbooks are only $60 until October, so get it cheaper 
while you can! 

• Keep up the wonderful work, students, and be sure to reach out to staff if you ever need 
help or have questions 

7.   Second and final reading of the TSBA recommended policy changes: (Attachment 7) 
• Policy #6.316 Suspension/Expulsion/Remand 
• Policy #6.319 Alternative School Programs 
• Policy #6.409 Child Abuse and Neglect 

       After explanations a motion was made by Mr. Payne and seconded by Mr. Long and was  
       approved by the following roll call: Mr. Long yes, Mr. Matheson yes, Mr. Payne yes,  
       Ms. Reece yes and Mr. Carlton yes 

 8.    5 Year Plan Update 
• The five year plan will be posted on the school district website 

       9.    Permission to sale/declare as surplus a 2001 straight drive bus, a motion was made by 
       Mr. Payne and seconded by Mr. Long was approved by the following roll call:  
       Mr. Long yes, Mr. Matheson yes, Mr. Payne yes, Ms. Reece yes and Mr. Carlton yes 

       10.    Budget Update – Tina Lipford, Ms. Lipford updated the Board on budget approval, revenue  
                and expenditures   

          11.    Discuss and approve additional paid leave related to the Families First Coronavirus  
              Response Act (FFCRA) (Attachment 11), a motion was made by Mr. Long, seconded by  
              Ms. Reece to approve an additional 15 days of paid leave using ESSER funds for household  
              contact/extended quarantine funds following the initial use of 10 days of COVID-19 leave,    
              was approved by the following roll call: Mr. Long yes, Mr. Matheson yes, Mr. Payne yes,  
              Ms. Reece yes and Mr. Carlton yes 

      12.    Discussion and approval of Johnson County School System opening plan reassessment due   
              to COVID-19 numbers (Attachment 12) approve returning to schools 100% on Wednesday,  
              September 16, 2020, masks required and allowing for additional staff to assist schools nurses  
              at each clinic with the Virtual option still available with Dr. Simcox and Supervisors  
             deciding if additional staff is needed, a motion was made by Mr. Matheson and seconded by  
             Mr. Long was approved by the following roll call: Mr. Long yes, Mr. Matheson yes,  
             Mr. Payne yes, Ms. Reece yes and Mr. Carlton yes 

      The Johnson County Board of Education met this evening in regular session and made the following  
      decision regarding the operation of schools: 
      Johnson County School will reopen all schools to in-person classes on Wednesday, September   
      16th. Virtual learning options will still be available for students who do not wish to return to  
      in-person classes. 
      A detailed list of safety precautions and daily operations is also attached to this email. Students &     
      parents should contact their school before Tuesday September 15th if they plan to continue with  
      virtual learning.  
      Masks will be required. 
      For more information please visit, jocoed.net 

 

http://jocoed.net/


 

 



 
 

 
 



 

 



 

 



 

 
 



 

 

 
 

 13.     Any other matters which may duly come before the Board for official action 
  Information Items: 



2. Director’s Report 
• Head Start/Pre K Information (DR1) 
• Maintenance/Transportation Monthly Report –Update  
• September 14, 2020, Fall District Meeting-email was sent out by TSBA for you to join the 

webinar on Monday, September 14, 2020 from 5:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. (EDT) Agenda 
attached (DR2) ** this is a required Board Development for the Board of Distinction** 

• September 17, 2020 UTRUST Appreciation for Bus Drivers 
• Parent Conferences – September 28th (9th-12th grades), September 29th (PreK-6th grades), 

and October 1st (7th & 8th grades) **will be done virtually, by phone and by 
appointments** 

• October 15, 2020 UTRUST Appreciation for Custodians 
2.  Personnel decisions made by Director of Schools: 

Hires: 
Jeff Crowder, Johnson County High School-Assistant Football Coach effective July 27, 2020 
Marilyn Addington, Johnson County Schools-Bus Driver effective August 1, 2020 
Sam Kerley, Johnson County High School-Assistant Football Coach effective August 3, 2020 
Linda Greene, Johnson County High School Gym-Custodian effective September 8, 2020 
Amanda Harris, Laurel Elementary & Johnson County Middle School-Nurse effective 
September 11, 2020 
Volunteers: 
Seth Billingsley, Johnson County High School Football Assistant Coach effective July 27, 2020 
Jacob Greer, Johnson County High School Assistant Coach effective July 27, 2020 
Charlie Grindstaff, Johnson County High School-Football Assistant Coach effective July 27, 2020 

      Transfers:   Leaves: 
      Resignations: 
      Debbie Swift, Johnson County High School Custodian effective September 7, 2020 
The Johnson County School System does not discriminate on the basis of disability in the programs and activities 
which it operates pursuant to the requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, Public Law 101-336.  
If you need provisions to attend this Board of Education meeting, please notify Dr. Mischelle Simcox, Director of 
Schools, at (423) 727-2640  
Mr. Matheson:  been rough for the last couple of weeks about getting their kids back in school 
Mr. Payne: appreciates all the hard work, could we have a ½ day for Thanksgiving? 
Ms. Reece:  appreciate everything everyone does 
Mr. Long:  it’s going to be a challenge but I know you all can do it 
Mr. Carlton:  express that you have our support, let Dr. Simcox know if you need something, we will 
schedule a called meeting in the next couple of week to see how things are going 

  Ms. Reece made a motion that the meeting adjourn, Mr. Carlton adjourn the meeting.  There being no 
further business the meeting adjourned at 7:35pm 
    The Johnson County School System does not discriminate on the basis of disability in the programs and activities which it 
operates pursuant to the requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, Public Law 101-336.  If you need 
provisions to attend this Board of Education meeting, please notify Dr. Mischelle Simcox, Director of Schools, at (423) 727-
2640. 
 
 
 _____________              ___________________   ______________________      
    Director of Schools                                    Chairman                                         Vice-Chairman 
  (Dr. Mischelle Simcox)                     (Mr. Howard Carlton)                       (Mr. Mike Payne) 
 
 
___________________                     ____________________                    ____________________ 
               Member                                        Member                                                 Member 
       (Mr. Kevin Long)                          (Ms. Jo Ann Reece)                      (Mr. Gary Matheson) 
       The Johnson County School System does not discriminate on the basis of disability in the programs and activities which it 
operates pursuant to the requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, Public Law 101-336.  If you need 
provisions to attend this Board of Education meeting, please notify Dr. Mischelle Simcox, Director of Schools, at (423) 727-
2640.   


