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Interested in AP Government?

I am so excited to enter another year of AP Government, not to mention that it's a midterm election year,
in the midst of an economic recession, with questions about social issues and party division flourishing.
The news each day provides us a way to apply all the content we learn about in this class. I cannot wait
to get started.
Successful AP Government students:
✔ willing to do work outside of class, come prepared daily, ready to discuss with peers
✔ have time management and organization skills so that they are able to break long term assignments
into smaller chunks
✔ are rarely a distraction in class and understand the value of appropriate behavior in the classroom
✔ enjoy politics and current events
✔ read at or above grade level
✔ care about learning - you are not just taking this class for the boost in GPA
✔ are attentive in class and willing to seek help from the teacher
✔ are rarely absent or tardy
✔ ready to work in a team environment
Evaluate yourself on each of these on a scale of 1-5. If you score less than a 3 on more than 2 of them, you
need to reconsider taking this course. Come talk to Mrs. S
Why should you take AP GoPo instead of the regular Government and Economics course?
✰ You learn about intriguing topics such as iron triangles, a plethora of foundational documents and
core Supreme Court Cases, division of power between states and the federal government
✰ It teaches you skills you’ll need in college, such as note taking, time management, and how to learn
independently.
✰ You can earn college credit if you score high enough on the AP exam.
✰ It can help you stand out in college admissions.
Who should consider taking the regular Government course instead of AP GoPo?
✰ students who need the teacher to give them specific questions to answer in order to prepare for
tests/quizzes
✰ students only taking an AP course for the grade and boost in overall GPA
What do we do in AP Gov?
➨ Units include political ideology, branches of government, bureaucracy, voting patterns and
processes, and civil liberties/civil rights
➨ Homework consists of reading and note taking (notes may be used on reading quizzes), short
projects, including essay planning that demonstrates application of units throughout the year.
➨ Successful students spend a minimum of 3-4 hours a week on AP Gov assignments and understand
that until the assigned reading is done, you should be telling mom that yes, you have homework!
➨ In class, we have small group discussions, inquiry on topics that end in speed dating share, practice
the types of questions used on the AP exam, present content through short visuals (slideshows,
infographics, etc) and watch and discuss short videos. There is very little lecture. Students are
expected to read outside of class and come to class with questions and ideas about the reading.
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So, what is the summer assignment?
★ There is not a summer assignment.
★ If you would like to brush up on your government background, please email me and I will give you some
suggestions on how to do that. Khan academy, Heimler’s history, and your textbook can be good
starting places.
★ Please purchase your textbook before the first day of class, however. Do not delay with this.

American Politics Today, 5th ed. By Bianco and Canon. Published by WW Norton and Co, 2017
If you do not want to carry this book to class every day, consider purchasing one for home and one for school
(they are currently used books on Amazon for $15-20 each or ask around and see if you can buy one from the
seniors of 2022 who took the course).

